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INTRODUCTION. 


Silas  Deane,  that  worthy  but  unfortunate  son  of  Connecticut 
around  whom  this  correspondence  centers,  was  born  in  Groton, 
December  24,  1737,  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1758, 
and  a few  years  later  settled  in  Wethersfield  as  an  attorney 
and  keeper  of  a general  store.  He  soon  entered  political  life, 
was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  and  shortly  after  to  the 
Continental  Congress.  Following  this  came  his  mission  to 
France,  where  later  he  was  joined  by  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
Arthur  Lee,  the  three  acting  there  as  Commissioners  under 
authority  of  the  Continental  Congress.  His  activities,  as  also 
his  troubles  and  disappointments  from  this  time  on,  are  too 
well  known  to  need  recounting  here.  His  death  occurred  on 
shipboard  off  the  English  coast  September  23,  1789,  as  he  was 
about  to  return  to  his  native  land. 

Barnabas,  Barzillai  and  Simeon  Deane,  whose  names  are 
found  frequently  in  this  correspondence,  were  brothers  of 
Silas.  Barnabas  was  for  a time  the  nominal  head  of  the  firm 
of  Barnabas  Deane  and  Company,  in  which  General  Nathaniel 
Greene  and  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  were  silent  partners.  Jesse 
Deane,  whose  name  occurs  occasionally,  was  the  only  son  of 
Silas. 

The  documents  here  printed  are  all  in  the  possession  of  the 
Connecticut  Historical  Society  and,  with  three  exceptions,  it  is 
believed  they  have  not  heretofore  been  printed.  The  printing 
of  these  letters  exactly  as  they  stand,  brings  to  the  fore  the 
carelessness  or  illiteracy  of  the  writers  of  some  of  them.  Yet 
in  spite  of  these  characteristics,  it  cannot  be  questioned  but 
that  their  writers  were  staunch  patriots  and  good  business 
men.  In  addition  to  the  documents  here  printed,  there  are 
numerous  others  in  Silas  Deane’s  handwriting  relating  to  sub- 
jects in  which  he  was  interested  and  through  which  he,  from 
time  to  time,  had  hoped  and  planned  to  reap  financial  rewards. 
They  concern  such  matters  as  saw  mills,  timber,  tobacco. 
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canals,  masts,  etc.,  and  relate  chiefly  to  estimated  costs  and 
anticipated  profits. 

Silas  Deane’s  correspondence,  1774-1776,  while  a delegate  to 
the  First  and  Second  Congresses  at  Philadelphia,  was  printed 
in  1870  in  the  second  volume  of  ‘‘Collections”  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Historical  Society.  The  larger  portion  of  his  correspond- 
ence was  printed  in  1887  to  1891  in  volumes  nineteen  to 
twenty-three  of  “Collections”  (1886-1890)  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society. 

The  present  volume  of  correspondence  supplements  what 
has  been  printed  previously  and  enlarges  its  scope  to  some 
extent,  by  showing  more  of  the  business  side  of  the  activities 
of  the  brothers  Deane  and  their  associates. 


A.  C.  B. 
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SILAS  DEANE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Wethkrsp^  Oct°  13^*"  1771 

Brother 

Yours  I rec'^.  Stillman  is  not  arriv’d  here,  but  suppose  him 
to  be  in  the  River,  as  to  sending  him  back,  know  not  what  to 
say,  as  his  Cargo  is  too  small  to  answer  the  expence,  having  on 
board  but  about  1200  Bushel.  I wish  however  he  had  sold  in 
New  York,  as  the  Freight  up,  which  you  might  have  procur’d 
him,  would  have  borne  the  Charge.  I intend  however  to  con- 
sult with  CapF  Buckley  on  the  subject  this  Day.  Brother  Bar- 
zillai  has  been  at  Groton,  and  all  he  could  get  of  SoF  Avery 
was  an  execution  against  Holt  of  New  York  which  is  for  the 
sum  of  £ 42.  16.  1%  Lawful  Money,  wish  you  would  wait  on 
Holt  and  know  of  him  whither  he  will  pay  it  without 
trouble  Avery  has  given  proper  powers  upon  it,  and  H[olt] 
cannot  avoid  it  if  prosecuted,  which  am  unwilling  to  do  on 
account  of  Cost  I am  in  haste  the  post  waiting 

D*"  Brother 

Yours  &c 

SiivAS  Deane 

[Superscribed]  To  Barnabas  Deane 
[Endorsed]  Silas  Deane  Oct^  13^^  1771 


JOHN  DEANE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Kings  Bridge  16^^  March  1775 

Dear  Brother 

I Reciev’d  your  kind  letter  att  the  Bridge  last  Evening 
where  I went  to  carry  a letter  for  the  post  to  take  on  his  return 
& which  was  full  of  reproches  for  y^  Long  silence,  but  when  I 
saw  yours  there  I suppress’d  mine  & set  about  writing  another. 
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I have  been  as  Hearty  & well  all  the  Winter  as  ever  I was  in 
all  my  life.  You  may  tell  Sister  Buck  that  with  my  good  living 
I shall  Change  my  Sharp  chin  as  she  calls  it  into  a good  double 
one  if  I stay  here  much  longer. 

I have  learnt  enough  of  the  French  Language  to  read, 
Translate  or  Compose  in  it,  (&  to  speak  in  M*’  Tetards  man- 
ner I know  the  Grammatical  Part  as  well  as  him  that  made  it,) 
& Consequently  want  nothing  but  Practice  to  speak  it  as  well ; 
but  in  this  I am  defective  & therefore  when  I go  from  here 
(if  I should  go  at  the  end  of  Six  months)  I should  be  glad  to 
go  among  the  French  for  a little  while;  or  else  tarry  here  for 
about  three  Months  more  or  so  which  would  make  me  master 
of  it  intirely  both  in  Theory  & practice.  I leave  all  of  it  to  you 
& Bro^  Silas  who  know  what  will  be  most  for  my  Improvement 
& Advantage;  & if  Bro^  Sim°  should  not  sail  before  my  Six 
months  is  up  which  is  the  25^^  of  April  next;  I should  be 
willing  to  make  the  Voyage  with  him  if  you  should  think  it 
best  for  me.  Brother  Silas  tak’d  something  about  my  learning 
Latin  while  here  if  he  should  think  it  best  that  I should, 
I would  be  glad  to  have  him  write  me  about  it.  as  for  my 
Situation  I like  it  extraordinary  well  upon  the  whole,  altho’ 
there  is  one  or  two  things  that  stick  in  my  Crop,  one  is  the 
Quarelling  between  M**  Tetard  & his  Wife  & the  other  the 
Dreary  solitude  that  reigns  here  Continually.  I know  you  will 
object  to  these  that  their  Quarrels  are  nothing  to  me  & that 
solitude  is  best  for  study.  I grant  these  arguments  to  be  good 
but  at  the  same  time  must  say  that  they  are  not  agreable 
things ; as  good  reasons  as  one  has,  to  invalidate  them.  I shall 
want  some  Cloaths  this  Spring  but  think  it  would  be  Cheaper 
to  Buy  them  here  than  with  you.  am  Glad  to  hear  of  Bro^ 
Barzillai’s  safe  arrival  & should  be  much  oblig’d  to  him  if  he 
would  have  regard  enough  for  poor  Jack  as  to  send  him  a line 
or  two  by  next  Oppor : . 

As  for  news  the  Packet  has  Bro‘  Plenty;  & some  very 
good  intelligence,  as  I hear,  I shall  say  nothing  about  what  they 
are  as  you  will  see  them  in  the  Papers  as  soon  as  you’ll  see  this. 
I am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  Preparing  so  well  for  defence; 
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but  pray  God  you  may  have  no  occasion  to  Try  your  Martial 
Spirit.  I am  not  yet  Determin’d  whether  to  go  to  sea  or  live 
with  a Merchant,  but  as  my  French  will  be  of  no  use  at  a 
Merchant’s  should  think  it  best  to  go  to  sea ; but  shall  rely  a 
great  deal  on  y^  Judgment  in  this  matter. 

M^  Tetard  sends  his  Compliments  to  you  & desire’s  you 
would  send  him  the  Money  for  my  first  Quarter  which  was  out 
25^^  Jan^  last.  & if  you  will  add  to  it  my  small  prize  in  Hart'^ 
Lottery  & send  them  by  next  post  you  will  Oblige  him  & me 
for  I assure  you  I am  very  scant  in  I’Argent  or  in  plain  English 
in  Money.  I have  now  done  my  letter  in  great  haste  & when 
I look  back  & see  all  the  Blots  & Crooks  I am  almost  ashamed 
to  send  it.  But  send  it  I must  or  send  none  for  the  Post  will 
be  gone  if  I write  another  if  he  is  not  already,  therefore  hope 
you’ll  pardon  all  the  faults  in  Style,  Writing  &c.  & now  I am 
going  to  run  down  to  the  bridge  as  fast  as  I can  for  fear  the 
post  will  be  gone,  In  the  interim  Remain 

Y*"  Affectionate  Brother 
Jn°  Deane 

[Endorsed]  John  Deanes  LetF  March  1775 

JOSHUA  PORTER  & BARNABAS  DEANE  TO 
COL.  DYER,  MR.  SHERMAN  AND  MR.  DEANE 

Aebany  June  y®  A 1775 

Gentlemen 

on  y®  17^^  Day  of  May  last  Co^  Webb  C^  Porter  & M*" 
Barnabas  Deane  ware  appointed  by  a Number  of  Gentlemen 
at  Hartford  to  repair  to  this  Place  with  the  Following  Instruc- 
tions viz 

you  are  desired  to  repair  to  Albany  there  inquire  after  the 
state  of  the  Fortifications  at  Ticonderoga,  & Crown-Point, 
advise  with  the  Committe  there  with  respect  to  the  expediency 
of  Maintaining  & removeing  the  Cannon  stores  &c  from  those 
Places  & Confer  with  such  Gentlemen  as  you  shall  think 
Propper  & inform  them  of  the  Expense  this  Colony  hath  been 
at  in  taking  S'^  Fort  & of  the  Applications  which  have  been 
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made  to  this  Colony  from  the  Provinces  of  the  Massachusets- 
Bay  & New  york  for  their  Aide  & Assistance  in  defence  of 
their  & our  Common  Rights  & inform  them  of  the  Povitions 
we  have  made  for  that  Purpose  & request  that  they  join  in 
Support  of  the  Common  Cause  & espetialy  that  they  will  Fur- 
nish such  Number  of  men  as  well  as  stores  of  Amenition  & 
Provitions  as  shall  appear  to  be  Necessary  for  maintaining  & 
supporting  those  Important  Forts.  In  Case  they  Shall  neglect 
to  Join  in  support  of  the  above  Matters  you  are  desired  to 
make  such  Provitions  for  the  Purposes  above  mentioned  as 
shall  appeare  to  you  to  be  necessary  & Convenient 

In  Consequence  of  the  above  Instructions  we  repaired  to 
this  Place  arived  here  on  y®  19*^  Day  at  Evening  the  Next  Day 
we  laid  the  Whole  of  our  Instructions  before  the  Committe 
exceping  the  last  Parrigraft  informed  them  of  the  Expences 
this  Colony  had  been  at  in  tacking  s'^  Forts  of  the  Applications 
that  had  been  Made  to  us  for  our  Ade  & Assistence  in  the 
defence  of  y®  Common  Cause  by  the  Neighbouring  Coloneys 
the  Provition  our  Colony  had  made  in  defending  their  & our 
Common  Rights  the  Necessaty  of  maintaining  & supporting 
those  Forts  & requested  that  they  would  join  with  us  in 
suporting  of  & defending  their  & our  Common  Rights  & Previ- 
leges  after  we  had  thus  laid  the  Subject  Matter  of  our 
Commition  before  them  they  informed  us  they  Could  not  Act 
on  these  important  Matters  as  a Committe  for  Various 
Reasons  therefore  we  had  no  Ade  Assistance  or  Advice  from 
them  excepting  that  the  People  in  Albany  & the  Neigh- 
bouring Places  had  sent  forward  some  Provitions  for  the  Use 
of  the  Troops  the  next  Day  we  set  forward  for  the  Forts  & 
on  the  Rode  between  Fort  Edward  & Eake  Gorge  we  meat 
an  Exprece  form  Co^  Arnold  informing  that  there  was  a grate 
want  of  Powder  & men  at  the  Forts  on  which  Co'  Porter 
returnd  Back  to  Albany  & hath  procurd  Two  hundred  & six- 
teen Pound  of  Powder  & sent  the  same  to  the  Forts  34  pounds 
of  powder  we  purchasd  & sent  forward  before  we  set  out  for 
the  Forts  Co'  Weeb  & M*"  Dean  proceded  forward  to  the  Forts 
& all  Matters  of  Consequence  that  hath  taken  place  there  & 
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how  the  state  of  the  Fortifications  are  at  Present  together  with 
the  Number  of  Men  & Quantity  of  Provitions  is  there  you  will 
have  a perticular  Accompt  of  in  Deans  Letter.  The  Com- 
mitte  in  this  Place  are  now  prepairing  to  Cary  into  execution 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  relative  to  re- 
moveing  the  Cannon  from  Crown-Point  &c  to  the  south  Hand 
of  Lake  Gore  they  have  part  of  one  Hundred  Barrels  of 
Pork  & some  other  Provitions  they  have  sent  forward  Nails 
Tar  Pich  Ocum  together  with  a Number  of  other  Articles  they 
have  sent  you  & Carpenters  who  Came  here  for  that  purpouse 
from  New  york  they  likewise  have  inlisted  for  the  service 
about  Two  Hundred  Men  & some  Part  of  them  we  are  Told 
will  march  forward  towards  the  forts  this  Day  Officers  are 
still  recruiting  & it  is  proible  that  three  or  four  Hundred  men 
will  be  raised  for  the  service  in  this  County  The  People  in  this 
Place  are  well  united,  seem  well  disposed  in  the  Common 
Cause,  talk  Harty  & sincere  some  but  there  dos  not  appeare  in 
them  the  same  Corrage  & Resilutions  as  they  themselves  Con- 
fes  as  there  is  in  the  Yankes 

The  Expences  that  our  Colony  hath  been  at  so  far  as  is 
Come  to  our  knoledge  is  about  Twelve  Hundred  Pounds 
Mony  drawn  out  of  the  Tresury  together  with  sundery  ser- 
vices that  are  not  yet  accompted  for  what  the  amount  of  them 
will  be  we  Cannot  as  Yet  say  This  morning  we  are  informed 
that  there  is  gone  from  our  Colony  by  the  Way  of  y®  Grant  4 
or  5 Hundred  Weight  of  Powder,  that  Carcumstance  we  are 
not  Certain  off  There  is  no  Powder  to  be  purchesed  in  this 
Place  & the  Committe  from  New  york  have  wrote  to  this  Com- 
mitte  that  they  are  not  able  to  let  them  have  any  thus  Gentle- 
men we  have  indeverd  to  sate  to  you  the  whole  of  the  Facts 
relative  to  the  Forts  &c 

Gentlemen  we  beg  leve  to  surgest  to  you  whether  it  would 
not  be  best  to  make  a stand  at  Ticonderoga  & not  remove  the 
Whole  of  the  Cannon  to  the  south  Eand  of  Lake  Gorge  the 
Reasons  for  Makeing  a stand  at  that  Place  you  will  see  at  large 
in  a Letter  from  this  Commite  to  their  delegats  at  the  Conti- 
nentel  Congress 
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we  likewise  beg  leve  to  surgest  whether  it  would  not  be 
best  that  the  Continentle  Congress  appoint  a Commanding 
Officer  at  that  Place  or  advice  the  Provential  Congress  of  this 
Province  to  appoint  one  for  Reasons  mentioned  in  Dean 
Leatter 

We  further  beg  leve  to  surgest  whether  it  would  not  be 
an  Object  Worthey  the  Continentle  Congress  to  point  out  some 
mode  how  those  Forts  may  be  suplyed  with  Powder 

Co^  Weeb  is  not  yet  returned  from  Crown  point  is 
expected  in  Town  this  Night 

Gentlemen  with  Esteme  & Respect  we  subscribe  ourselves 
your  very  humble  servants 

Joshua  Porter 
Bars  Deane 

To  Mss^®  CoD  Dyer  Shermin  & Deane  Esq® 
[Endorsed]  fm  Coll  Porter  June  1®^  1775 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  MRS.  ELIZABETH  DEANE 
My  Dear 

I write  not  merely  because  I cannot  let  slip  any  Opp^,  but 
to  ask  after  Your  health  of  which  you  have  said  Nothing,  since 
I left  home,  but  left  Me  to  judge  by  your  Letters,  what  think 
you  of  coming  to  Philadelphia,  unless  We  adjourn  this  Week 
We  shall  tarry  here  Two  M°  longer  & if  you  can  get  Company 
to  New  York,  will  meet  you  there,  & wait  on  you  to  this  City 
the  Weather  is  not  more  severe,  for  heat  than  with  you,  and 
you  may  have.  The  satisfaction  of  seeing  this  part  of  the  Con- 
tinent You  will  perhaps  think  Me  wild,  but  think  how  severe 
it  is  to  be  detained  here  for  Th[ree  or  f]our  Months  together 
absent  from  family  & from  You  [Thinjk  on  the  subject  and 
write  Me  whither  you  think  S[uch  a]  Journey  would  not  be  of 
Service  to  your  health.  [You]  may  expect  to  see  Governor 
Skene  in  person  in  [a]  few  Days  with  you,  who  will  Visit 
Hartford  as  a place  where  he  will  have  less  Business  on  hand 
than  what  he  is  ambitious  of  engaging  in  here,  how  are  all 
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Freinds  at  New  London,  I have  had  no  Time  to  write  them. 
Remember  Me  to  Jose  & Family,  are  there  signs  of  increase, 
have  wrote  Barn®  & am  in  haste 

My  Dear  Your  Affectionate  Husband 

S.  Deane 

P.  S.  my  Love  to  Jesse  & Sally,  tell  my  Brother  to  fix 
away  his  Vessell  quick,  if  he  intend  it  at  all  this  year,  do  not 
fear  as  to  my  taking  an  Active  part  in  Military  matters,  I have 
not  as  yet  Vanity  enough  to  engage  where  so  many  must  be 
my  Superiors,  but  will  readily  do  it,  when  I can  serve  my 
Country,  no  better,  some  other  Way.  Your  next  I expect  will 
give  Me  some  Acc^  of  the  Generals  passing  you. 

Yesterda[y  I he]ard  M^  Dushay,  & M*"  Duffill  [ ] 

[ ] high  Liberty  key.  they  would  have  pleased  You. 

July  1775 

[Superscribed]  To  M'’®  Eeisabeth  Deane  V/ethersfeild 
Connecticut 

[Endorsed]  To  his  wife.  Silas  Deane’s  Letter  Philadelphia 
July  3,  1775 


JOSEPH  TRUMBULL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 


Camp  at  Cambridge  6^^  July  1775 

Dear  Sir 

I rec*^  your  Fav*"®  of  the  18^^  & 22“^^  June  & am  obliged  to 
you  for  them,  as  also  for  your  kind  Recomendation  of  me  to 
Gen^'  Washington.  CoP  Reed  is  his  Secretary.  I was  ac- 
quainted with  Maj^  Mifflin  before,  & shall  on  his  own  acco^  as 
well  as  on  your  Recomendation,  do  him  Every  fav*’  in  my 
Power.  I imediately  on  the  Rec‘  of  yours,  applied  to  Gen^' 
Putnam  in  Fav^  of  M*’  Webb,  of  Cap^  Chester’s  Comp^  agree- 
able to  your  desire,  & doubt  not  he  will  Succed,  he  is  very 
Capable  of  it,  & will  Suit  the  Gen^^  he  has  behaved  with 
Spirit  here  & is  noticed  by  all,  Cap^  Chester  & he,  have  lived 
with  me,  ever  since  they  have  been  here,  & we  have  been  very 
happy  together.  You  was  kind  Eno’  to  Intrest  yourself  in 
my  Fav*’  unsollicited,  I must  now  Sollicit  your  Fav**  in  Con- 
gress, to  have  me  appointed  Comissary  General,  for  the  whole 
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Army,  Gen^^  Washington  says  one  must  be  appointed  by 
Congress,  & that  he  will  Name  me,  Maj^  Mifflin,  also  says 
he  will  mention  me  to  his  Friends  in  Congress,  indeed  it  is 
the  only  Birth  left,  worth  having,  & I do  think  it  belongs  to 
our  Colony,  where  most  of  the  Provisions  must  Come  from, 
& where  I am  well  acquainted.  And  I have  gone  thro’  the 
most  troubleome  part  for  our  Colony,  & have  them  nearly 
Settled,  & have  done  more  & better,  than  any  other  Person 
concerned.  Our  Gen^^®  were  rec*^  here  with  the  Greatest  Joy  & 
Satisfaction,  the  People  have  great  Confidence  in  them  & great 
expectations  from  them,  possibly  greater  than  they  ought  to 
have,  tho’  I think  Gen^  Washington,  as  well  Calculated,  for 
the  Meridian  of  New  England,  as  any  man,  I know.  We 
expect  to  be  attacted  again  by  our  troublesome  Neighbours,  as 
soon  as  the  Troops  destined  for  New  York,  now  ordered  here, 
arrive,  are  Landed,  & a little  recuited.  are  preparing  for  them, 
our  Lines  & Posts  are  now  very  Strong,  & if  we  can’t  defend 
them,  they  must  purchase  them,  at  a price  that  must  nearly 
beggar  them.  I am,  most  Respectfully  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Humble  Serv’^ 

Jos:  Trumbule 

M’^  Silas  Deane 

[Superscribed]  To  Silas  Deane  Esq^  at  the  Continental  Con- 
gress Philadelphia 

[Endorsed]  6*^^  July  1775  Joseph  Trumbull  Esq^  LetF 


PHILIP  LIVINGSTON  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

New  York  21®*'  August  1775 

Sir, 

You  was  so  kind  to  promise  me  to  speak  to  M^  Joseph 
Webb,  to  request  him  to  make  me  a payment  which  he 
promised  me  to  do  on  the  arrivel  of  his  Vessel  from  Surinam, 
but  I have  not  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  from  him  since.  Cap*' 
Reyley  arrived. 

He  gave  me  his  Note  dated  the  8^^  April  1773  for  the  ball, 
of  Acc‘®  then  due  to  me,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  long 
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before  that  time,  there  remains  this  Day  due  on  the  Note  the 
Sum  of  £533.  9.  3^  As  I am  in  the  greatest  want  of  Cash, 
I must  beg  your  kind  Interference  in  my  behalf,  that  I may 
not  now  be  kept  out  of  the  Money  any  longer,  my  Son  wrote 
to  him  while  I was  at  Philadelphia,  but  no  Answer  has  been 
received,  you  will  oblige  me  extremely  by  exerting  your 
Interference  in  this  Affair. 

I remain  respectfully  Sir 

your  Most  Obed^  Serv’^ 
Phil.  Livingston 

To  M'’  Silas  Blank 

[Superscribed]  To  Silas  Dkank  Esquire  Weathersfield 
[Endorsed]  Philip  Livingston  Esq^  LetP  August  1775 


LETTER  FROM  JEREMIAH  WADSWORTH 

Hartford  Sept^  27th  1775 

Dear  Sir 

The  Bearer  comeing  to  Philadelphia : is  apprehensive 
that  Connecticut  Paper  wont  Pass  I have  directed  him  in  y^ 
Case  to  Apply  to  You  and  if  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  Change 
the  Money,  if  it  shoud  be  refused  I will  reexchange  it  by  the 
Post  imediately  after  he  returns.  I am  D^  Sir 

Your  Humble  Servant 

JKRK”  Wadsworth 

[Endorsed]  Sep^  27^^  1775  Jer®  Wadsworth  Esq**  Lett^ 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  MRS.  ELIZABETH  DEANE 

Philadklphia  Oct®  3^^  1775 

My  Dear 

I wrote  you  yesterday,  P Co^  Williams,  but  Co^  Harrison 
sitting  out  This  Day,  with  Doc^  Franklin,  and  M^  Lynch  for 
the  Camp,  he  promised  just  to  call,  & tell  you  I was  well  I 
wish  Your  Father  could  see  the  Doct^  on  his  road  or  return 
on  Acc^  of  the  post  Office,  & other  Matters  which  I think  he 
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well  may,  as  these  Gentlemen  go  to  Lebanon,  suppose  on  the 
receipt  of  this,  you  sent  a Lad  to  your  Father  to  meet  them 
at  that  place,  knowing  first  of  them,  when  they  will  be  there, 
which  you  may  easily  do.  pray  let  me  know,  when  you  propose 
to  set  out  for  This  City,  that  I may  be  in  readiness  to  meet  you 

I am  my  Dear 

your’s  Affectionately 
SiEAS  Deane 

[The  ejnclosed  you  will  peruse  & forward  or  Not 
[ ]ind  the  Gentlemen  shall  direct 

[Superscribed]  To  M*"®  Eeisabeth  Deane  Wethersfeild 
Connecticut  P Co^  Harrison 
[Endorsed]  Silas  Deane  to  his  wife  Oct.  3.  1775.  Phila. 


BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Wetherseieed  18^^  Octo'’  1775 

Dear  Brother 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Webb  who  Can  Inform 
you  of  all  the  Domestick  news  in  this  place.  I hope  the  Bill 
that  I Sent  you  by  Chester  is  paid.  I have  desired 
Webb  to  bring  me  the  money  which  I am  in  great  want  off. 
Trumbull  has  Returned  in  a poor  State  of  Health  & has 
Offerd  me  a Deputation  in  his  Absence  which  will  be  Ab*  Six 
weeks  & to  take  two  thirds  of  the  Wages  while  he  is  Absent 
which  I Shall  decline,  for  it  will  but  Just  pay  my  Expences 
while  there  & I must  hire  Some  person  to  take  Care  of  my 
Buisness  in  my  Absence.  I Shall  write  him  by  Bro^  Simeon 
who  is  going  to  Lebanon  tomorrow  & Reccommend  him  as  a 
person  Capable  of  doing  the  Business  in  his  Absence. 

Trumbull  Complains  much  of  the  hardness  of  the  Service 
& the  Need  he  has  of  a Steady  Deputy  which  his  Wages  will 
not  permit  he  has  Wrote  Col.  Dyar  on  the  Subject.  I intend 
fixing  my  Brig®  for  Europe  with  Grain,  perhaps  to  Amsterdam 
with  Rye,  or  if  I Can  be  Allow’d  Wheat  then  to  Lisbon  or  up 
the  Mediteranean  if  it  will  Answer.  If  I Should  not  Send  a 
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European  Voyage  I will  Try  the  West  Indies  in  Ballast  & 
Bring  Such  Articles  as  there  is  no  Act  of  Parliment  Against, 
pray  Enquire  off  Some  of  friends  the  Latest  price  Current 
for  Grain  in  the  Different  ports  in  Europe  & Send  it  me. 
Paper  is  Scarse,  I have  Little  Room  for  Politicks,  has  the 
Havanna  been  tried  for  Powder.  If  we  are  Unanimous  & have 
Amunition  Enough  I Believe  we  may  Support  our  Liberties. 
Have  Only  Room  to  add  that  I am 

¥*■  Affectionate  Bro^ 

Bar®  Dfane 

P.  S.  I have  tho^®  of  Takeing  a Voyage  this  Winter.  B D 
QuesU  Is  a Vessell  Seizable  from  a foreign  port  that  is 
Owned  in  New  York  & Bound  in  there  with  Such  Articles  as 
were  not  Seizable  by  Act  of  Parliment  Twelve  months  Ago 
Please  to  Answer  me  the  Above  Question  by  the  first 
Opportunity  Bar®  Deank 

[Superscribed]  To  Sieas  Deane  Esq^  in  Philadelphia  P M** 
Webb 

[Endorsed]  18^^  OcP  1775  Barn®  Deane’s  LetP 


THOMAS  MUMFORD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

New  Haven  19^^^  October  1775 

Dear  Sir 

I wrote  you  P Last  Post  & inclosed  you  Coppy  of  a 
Contract  made  by  Two  of  my  Captains  with  Some  Gentleman 
at  S*^  Eustatia  for  fifty  Tonns  of  Gun  powder,  I have 
Communicated  the  same  to  his  Honor  Our  Govorneur  & he 
gave  me  the  inclos’d  Letter  to  the  Delegates,  of  the  Hon® 
Continental  Congress,  from  this  Colony,  to  what  I wrote 
you  in  my  Last  I have  only  to  add,  that  I depend  agreeable 
to  the  Recomendation  of  his  Honor  the  Govorneur  that  the 
Delegates  from  this  Colony  will  endeaveur  to  procure  me 
permissions  for  as  many  Vessels  & Cargoes  to  go  Out  as  will 
be  necessary  to  purchase  said  Powder  & the  sooner  they  are 
forwarded  to  me  the  more  it  will  Oblige  me,  & I will  thank 
you  to  procure  for  me  (from  the  Congress)  the  Desired 
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assistance  of  money,  and  any  Security  you  may  enter  into  for 
me  I will  endemnifie  you  for,  I Leave  you  to  enter  into  such 
engagments  for  me  as  you  Judge  Best  & proper.  I am  Content 
to  be  under  Obligation  to  Deliver  this  Powder  On  its  Arrival 
to  whoever  the  Congress  Shall  Direct,  & if  they  think  proper 
it  may  Come  entirely  on  Acc*  of  the  united  Colonies,  my  being 
allowed  a Reasonable  Reward  for  my  Trouble  in  procuring 
& importing  the  same,  I hope  to  hear  from  you  Soon  with 
the  Determination  of  Congress  on  this  Matter,  inclosed  you 
have  List  of  Our  Nomination  for  Councllers,  in  which  I 
Congratulate  you  on  being  one. 

I have  no  more  time  therefore  Cannot  add  but  that  I am 

D^  S" 

Your  Very  Affec^  Friend 

Tho®  MumEord 

SiEAS  Deane  Esq*’ 

[Endorsed]  Oct°  19^*^  1775  Thomas  Mumford  Esq^  LetP 


LETTER  FROM  WILLIAM  HART  JR. 

Connecticut  Say  Brook  Novemb^  23**  1775 

Honor’d  Sirs 

I beg  leave  to  trouble  Your  Honors  with  a request  of  mine, 
which  I desire  may  be  represented  to  the  Honorable  Congress. 
I have  about  £800  lawful  Money  owing  to  me  & now  lying 
in  the  Island  of  St  Vincents  which  I expected  to  have  collected 
this  fall.  But  the  prohibitions  on  Trade  render  it  impossible 
to  do  it  (Except  special  liberty  had  from  the  Honorable 
Congress)  without  incuring  the  great  expence  of  Sending  out 
in  a Set  of  Ballast  for  that  Sole  purpose.  The  unhappy  Situa- 
tion of  publick  Affairs,  & The  precarious  & uncertain  Security 
on  which  Debts  are  due  from  the  West  Indies,  the  fluctuating 
State  of  property  there  occasiond  by  the  Sudden  Stoppage 
of  Trade,  the  unhealthyness  of  that  new  Settled  Island 
togather  with  the  probable  Emigration  & frequent  Change  of 
its  Inhabitants  render  it  very  improbable  I ever  shall  be  able 
to  collect  it,  unless  I can  obtain  permission  of  the  Congress  to 
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do  it  this  next  Winter.  And  for  that  End  I beg  leave  to 
sollicit  your  assistance.  I should  be  glad  to  send  out  a Sloop 
of  about  70  Tons  with  Lumber  and  Horses  (&  would  be 
willing)  to  any  part  of  the  West  Indies  that  the  Congress  shall 
think  best,  & will  be  oblidg’d  if  necessary  with  the  Exports  to 
purchase  any  Sort  of  Goods  or  Commodity  that  the  Honorable 
Congress  shall  think  most  conducive  to  the  publick  Good.  If 
the  above  priviledge  could  not  be  granted,  I should  be  glad 
to  be  allow’d  to  send  her  out  with  Lumber  only,  & if  that  is 
not  allow’d  to  Send  her  out  in  a Set  of  Ballast  with  about  130 
or  140  empty  Hogsheads  in  order  to  purchase  Molassess  at 
some  French  port.  If  Gentlemen  I could  be  so  much  oblig’d 
as  to  procure  Your  Application  & Influence  I can’t  but  hope 
(all  things  consider’d  ) of  obtaining  the  Liberty  I beg  for. 

I am  Gentlemen  with  great  Esteem  & Respect  Your 
Hon^®  most  Obedient  Servant 

WiLUAM  Hart  Jun^ 

N B I request  y^  Honors  answer  p^  the  first  post 
[Endorsed]  Novem^  23^  1775  W“  Hart  jun^  Lett** 


DAVID  MUMFORD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

New  London  Jan^  10^^  1776 

Dear  Sir 

Since  my  return  from  Philadelphia,  I have  rather  bin  on 
the  Speculative  order  than  any  thing  else,  & to  begin  on  our 
Arrival  found  Shaw  ab^  Shiping  Cattle,  my  Bro^  upon  that 
wrote  Ward  for  leave  to  Ship  Cattle  acquainting  him  M"” 
Shaw  was,  & M**  Shaw  Say'^  he  never  was  restricted,  nor  never 
a Word  Mention^  to  him  by  any  one  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Congress  ab*  his  not  Shipping  Cattle,  for  he  Say^  if  there  had 
bin  he  never  would  have  taken  the  Contract  & that  he  was  3 
or  4 Days  urg'^  to  take  it  before  he  would  except  it,  & then 
they  wanted  to  croud  Twelve  Thous^  pounds  on  him  in  lieu 
of  y®  Ten  that  he  took,  one  Vessell  SaiP  fitted  out  by  him 
before  the  answer  to  Wards  Letter,  & an*"  fitting  for  Cattle, 
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Likewise  Sail‘d  Five  Days  after  he  rec'^  Wards  Letter, 
Letter  of  Wards  he  kept  to  him  Self)  my  Bro^  was 
at  y®  Assembly  & rec*^  Wards  Letter  & inclos^  it  to  me, 
w®^  when  I rec'^  it,  I ask  Shaw  if  he  had  rec*^  a Letter  from 
Ward  & he  told  me  yes  & I believe  there  was  no  other  per- 
son knew  of  it,  after  my  Bro^  had  wrote  M*"  Ward  (on  his 
arrival  home)  Shaw  ask*^  him  if  he  had  wrote  my  Bro^  told 
him  yes : he  then  gott  a Copy  of  his  Permision  Sent  by 
Miller  to  the  Gov*’  at  New  Haven  to  gett  his  Opinion  & his 
Opinion  was  he  had  no  right  to  Ship  Cattle  by  the  tenure  of  his 
Permision,  & after  he  had  rec*^  M*"  Wards  Letter  & the  Gov*’® 
Opinion  upon  it  he  Ship*^  the  Second  Load  of  Cattle  Five  Days 
after  our  New  London  Committee  Say*^  they  had  nothing  to 
Do  with  M*’  Shaws  Vessells  as  his  Permitt  is  Directed  to  y® 
Committe  of  Safty  for  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt,  & neither 
is  there  any  thing  bin  done  ab^  it  yett,  he  has  Sent  out  Four 
Vessells.  Two  of  them  Large  Cargoes,  & Cap^  Packwood 
Sails  in  3 or  4 Days  with  a very  Large  Cargo  & there  is  Four 
more  will  Sail  Soon  Two  of  which  will  have  Large  Cargoes. 
(I  expect  Cap^  Packwoods  Cargo  will  be  13  or  14  hundred 
Pounds),  he  has  Sent  Two  Vessells  to  Philadelphia  to  load 
Flower  for  the  West  Indies  you  best  know  whether  they  Sail 
upon  the  permitt  he  has  here,  I believe  you’l  find  what  I Said 
to  you  while  I was  at  Philadelphia  Two  True;  if  you  own 
Design  to  have  the  Matters  Done  with  any  propriety  you  must 
appoint  a Smart  Committee  here  to  Settle  the  acco^®,  for  theres 
no  knowing  what  will  go  out  on  the  acc*  of  the  Congress  or 
what  on  his  own,  as  I expect  to  See  a Number  of  them  return 
with  Mol®,  Sugar  &®  & then  the  thing  is  to  know  who  it  belongs 
two.  he  went  a few  Days  past  to  Lebanon  to  wait  on  y®  Gov*" 
& Committe  of  Safty  & I understand  he  Designs  to  try  to 
gett  M*’  Miller  (as  Governm^®  officer)  to  take  acc‘  of  his 
Vessells  as  Clear*^  by  the  Books,  my  Bro*’  has  but  one  Vessell 
SaiP  yett  & ano*’  Sails  in  2 Days,  the  one  thats  Saild  he  made 
out  his  Invoice  & his  Cap^  & himself  Swore  two  it,  w®**  I 
think  is  the  Regular  way,  I think  it  was  a great  Pitty  when 
M*’  Ward  wrote  my  Bro*"  he  had  not  Sent  a Letter  of  the 
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Same  Tenor  Directed  to  the  Committee  of  Safty  at  New 
London  & then  the  matter  would  have  Stood  fair,  how  his 
Permitt  Came  to  be  Directed  to  the  Committe  of  Safty  for 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut  Supp[rised  m]e  much,  without  he 
Desir^  it  that  he  might  be  at  Large  to  do  as  he  pleas‘d.  I 
expect  to  See  you  in  ab^  a month  & then  Shall  have  much 
more  to  Say  to  you. 

From  your  Hum®  Ser^ 

David  Mum  ford 

[Superscribed]  To  Siras  De^ane  Esq^’  now  att  Philadelphia 
[Endorsed]  David  Mumford  Lett^  Jan^  10^^  1776 


LETTER  FROM  SAMUEL  PURVIANCE,  JR. 

>1^ 

^Jx 

[Baltimore] 

Since  writing  the  annex’d,  I have  Just  now  rec'^  by 
Express  from  Annapolis  a Line  from  M^  Paca  inclosing  your 
Orders  to  Cap^^  Stone  which  I expect  to  deliver  him  in  a few 
Minutes.  My  Bro*’  is  Just  now  returned  from  the  Harbour 
after  geting  the  Sloop  & Schooner  under  Way,  having  ord^ 
them  to  drop  down  3 or  4 Miles  this  evening  to  be  clear  of  Ice, 
& ready  to  sail  tomorrow.  I have  had  a Person  all  day  at  the 
Furnace,  who  assures  me  the  Remd*"  of  y®  Shot  & Hand 
Granades  are  finishd  & will  be  sent  in  very  early  in  the 
morning,  so  that  I know  of  nothing  to  prevent  the  Vessels 
from  Sailing.  I am  with  great  Respect  Gentlemen 

Your  most  hb®  Serv^ 

Sam^  Purviance  Jun^ 

[Superscribed]  To  Stephen  Hopkins,  Chris^  Gadsden, 
Silas  Deane  & Joseph  HewEs  Esq'’®^  In  Philadelphia 
[Endorsed]  Samuel  Purviance  jun^  Esq^  LetP  Jan^  13*^^  1776 


1 The  letter  was  probably  addressed  to  these  gentlemen  as  members 
of  the  standing  committee  of  the  Continental  Congress  on  marine 
affairs. 
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GURDON  SALTONSTARL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 


New  London  Feb^^  8,  1776 
A M.  8 Clock 


Dear 

The  new  York  mail  not  in,  expected  momentarily.  Your 
favors  of  13^^  & 24  ulF  rec^.  Inclosed  you  have  an  open  leter 
to  Gadsden,  as  I am  told  by  CoP  Dyer  since  writing  it, 
he  is  gone  to  Carolina,  I leave  it  open  y^  you  may  learn  some 
of  our  News  Currant  here,  & no  doubt  much  of  it  erroneus. 
seal  & forward  it  to  him. 

Mess^®  Dyer  Wales  & S.  Mott  are  here  Com^  from  Gov^ 
& Council  safety  touch^  Fort,  review"^  the  several  places 
Neck,  Mamacock,  Groton  heigth,  & Groton  Rock,  my  conjecture 
from  last  evenings  conference  is  that  the  Comp^  under  my 
Command  will  be  continued  & when  weather  permits,  finish 
a 10  Gun  Battery  in  Front  on  Neck  say  24^^  with  proper 
Wings,  & raise  a Comp^  to  build  a Fort  at  Mamock  like 
bigness,  another  Compy  at  Groton  to  finish  Rock  Battery,  & 
build  an  Inclosed  Fort  on  the  Groton  heigh th,  which  heigh th 
is  higher  then  any  Hill  for  Miles,  & 48  rod  from  Water  & 
120^^  high  as  fromerly  adviced  you.  the  Fort  at  Mam^ 
probably  inclosed,  baracks  at  Mani'^  & at  Groton  Heighth 
Oh  that  Congress  would  order  a number  of  42  Pound®  on 
Groton  Eminence;  its  Common  cause,  as  we  expect  this  Port 
will  be  the  Asylum  for  Cont^  Navey  & one  they  must  have 
of  necessity.  The  Cannon  at  Fort  here  one  half  will  be 
placed  at  Groton  Rock  in  a few  days  when  the  Battery  is 
ready,  & to  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible,  the  only  present 
expectation  is  to  have  24  pounders  cast  at  Salisbury  Furnace, 
my  greatest  fear  is  about  get^  a Skilful  Founder.  The  things 
relative  to  above  Forts  lie  at  the  hearts  of  all  Our  Assembly 
men,  they  will  be  Frugal,  but  not  limit  the  Sum  to  be  disbursed. 
Friday  last  I left  your  Spouse  & all  at  WeathersH  well.  Your 
Bro'’  P>arny  tells  me  the  Ship  he  builds  is  to  draw  only 
f*^  more  water  aft  then  forward  (which  is  an  improvem^  on 
former  times,)  and  IO3/2  f*^  aft  when  lauched;  I want  the 
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improvement  to  be  carried  farther  (on  other  Vessells)  by 
calcul®  them  to  draw  precisely  the  same  water  forward  as  aft, 
& thus  when  the  fore  end  has  broke  the  water,  as  there  will  be 
no  more  to  break,  the  after  end  will  follow,  but  on  our  old 
plan,  namely  a large  Vessell  to  swim  loaded  4 feet  by  the 
Stern,  when  the  fore  end  has  broke  the  water,  the  Floor  & 
whole  keel  must  be  constantly  breaks  the  water,  where  the 
resistance  is  proportionably  strong  to  the  perpendicular  depth 
of  Water  to  be  removed,  (example  in  some  degree,  where  a 
Farmers  loaded  Sled  to  run  4 Inches  higher  forward  than 
behind,  in  the  Snow  1 foot  deep  just  falen,  its  easy  to  see, 
that  the  resistance  will  be  vastly  more  than  if  Sled  runs  on 
horizontal  line)  The  breadth  of  Ships  Beem  34  feet  is 
well  judged,  & depth  of  Hole  10^  f*  I am  pleased  with, 
understand^  its  design  is  to  bring  the  upper  deck  low,  so  that 
all  heavy  Cannon  may  be  on  the  upper  deck,  & the  Ship  carry 
them  without  rolling,  the  Lower  & upper  deck  Knees  I suppose 
(tho  I dont  know)  are  to  be  bolted  thro,  thick  Stuff,  without 
regard  to  the  Whales  & the  Whales  laid  at  discretion,  where 
it  will  but  serve  to  make  a bottom  calculated  in  best  manner, 
to  pass  through  the  Water;  which  last  method  has  been  the 
Study  of  all  our  Carpenters,  & when  thats  done,  it  has  been 
the  General  Error  ( I think)  of  Merchants  & Carpenters  to 
give  so  much  Masts  & Canvass  as  to  make  the  Vessell  go,  as 
the  Sailors  Phrase  is  on  her  upper  leathers ; consequently 
the  Wisdom  of  forming  a compleat  botom  is  destroyed, 
were  the  Merchants  Ships  Masts  smaler  & not  above  2 thirds 
so  taut,  & the  same  quantity  Canvas  spread,  I quere,  will  not 
the  Vessell  go  upright,  & if  the  shape  of  botom  is  to  the 
purpose,  she’l  then  have  the  Advantage  of  it.  If  the  bow  of  a 
Vessell  is  well  formed  to  break  the  water,  why  would  not 
the  same  form  aft  discharge  it  well.  Consider  Whale  boats, 
the  best  rowing  boats  in  America,  they  go  on  even  keel,  & 
both  ends  almost  alike,  perhaps  Stern  somewhat  leanest, 
w'^^  I atribute  to  dificulty  of  quiting  the  old  Custom  in  form^ 
Vessels  leanest  behind. 

Your  Ship  has  a fine  breadth  (&  hope  great  length  of 
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Floor).  I long  to  hear  of  a Warrlike  Vessell,  that  goes  on 
even  keel  as  within  mentioned,  & that  carrys  her  mettle  on  a 
horizontal  line  when  the  Ship  is  goeing  6 or  8 knott,  that  is 
to  say  that  the  Ship  shall  not  he’l  in  any  considerable  degree, 
when  on  a Chase;  which  to  me  appears  practicable  on  some 
such  plan  as  within  menE^.  & in  addition  such  a Ship  is  in 
litle  danger  of  loosing  her  Cannon,  moreover  can  fight  an 
Enemy  in  a Gale  wind,  nor  are  they  in  so  much  danger  of 
looseing  small  Masts,  & Short  if  well  shrowded,  as  when 
they  are  lofty  A Ship  thus  Riged  will  beyond  all  contradiction 
make  better  weather  in  a Storm,  in  my  simple  Opinion  be 
much  better  in  all  respects  then  the  old  mode. 

What  I have  wrote  is  for  your  amusement,  as  to  the 
Navigation  Subject,  sometime  hence  if  it  deserves  a con- 
siderate tell  me. 

Most  Affect® 

G Saetonstaee 

I rec*^  Goddards  plan  safe. 

T.  Green  will  reprint  the  Pamphlet  Common  Sense  in  a 
few  days. 

My  Love  to  Cap^  Saltonstall  if  near  you,  & tell  him  all 
are  well  here  & Westerly.  CoP  Harry  has  a Reg*^  at  the  Island 
& is  March"^  to  y®  Camp  in  Caracter 

P M.  9.  Clock  The  western  post  just  in,  no  leter  from 
any  person.  Am  pleased  to  hear  Gen^  Clinton  arrived  last 
Sunday  at  New  York,  & is  not  I conclude  destined  to  Virginia, 
expect  Gen^  How  & the  rest  at  Boston  will  soon  Folow  Clinton, 
to  York,  Matters  at  home  by  your  papers  rise  in  favor  of 
America  fast.  Y^®  ret  S^ 

N.  B.  The  Ship  on  new  Model  as  afores*^  should,  have 
her  Stem  & Stern  post  perpendicular,  which  would  make  her 
Stronger  above  Water,  suport,  her  Bowsprit  the  better,  & this 
would  increase  the  length  of  straight  Rabit,  make  the  entrance 
below  sharper  forward,  & cleaner  abaft,  (which  removes  an 
Objection  some  would  be  apt  to  make,  that  She  would  not  mind 
her  helm)  & as  the  length  of  Keel  is  increas‘d.  She  will  hold 


secret  committee  oe  congress. 


19 


in  proportion  a better  wind.  I am  a Friend  to  her  haveing  a 
large  proportion  of  dead  rising. 

SiEAS  Deane  Esq^ 

[Superscribed]  To  Sieas  Deane  Esq*'  att  Philadelphia  N.  L. 
Free  G Saltonstall  P.  M. 

[Endorsed]  Feb^  8*^  1776  Gurdon  Saltonstall  Esq  LetP 


FROM  THE  SECRET  COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS 

We  the  underwritten,  being  the  Committee  of  Congress 
for  secret  Correspondence,  do  hereby  certify  whom  it  may 
concern,  that  the  Bearer,  the  Honourable  Silas  Deane  Esquire, 
one  of  the  Delegates  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  is 
appointed  by  us  to  go  into  France,  there  to  transact  such 
Business,  commercial  and  political,  as  we  have  committeed  to 
his  Care,  in  Behalf  & by  Authority  of  the  Congress  of  the 
thirteen  united  Colonies.  In  Testimony  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  set  our  Hands  and  Seals  at  Philadelphia,  the  second 
Day  of  March  1776. 

B Frankein  (Seal) 

Benj  Harrison  (Seal) 
John  Dickinson  (Seal) 
John  Jay  (Seal) 

Rob"^  Morris  (Seal) 


WILLIAM  HUNTER  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

If  the  Bearer  of  this  M^  Dean  should  be  taken  by  any  of 
His  Majesty’s  Cruiser’s,  I think  it  incumbent  on  me,  to  rec- 
commend  him  to  any  of  the  Officers  of  the  said  Cruiser’s,  for 
the  Civilities  received  by  Gentlemen  of  this  Place  since  I have 
been  a Prisoner,  particularly  his  Brother  M^  Barnabas  Dean, 
and  flatter  myself  should  he  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  of  my 
Brother  Officers  that  they  will  treat  him  with  as  much  Polite- 
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ness  as  the  Gentlemen  Prisoners  here  has  received  from  his 
Friends. 

Wm  : Hunter 

Late  Commander  of  His  Majesty’s  Brigg  Gaspee 
taken  Prisoner  at  S*  Johns 
WethERSFieed,  Connecticut  April  15*^  1776. 

[Endorsed]  Cap^  William  Hunters  Letter 


JOHN  BROOKS  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

[May  1776] 

M^  Brooks  being  appointed  by  Virtue  of  a Power  of 
Attorney,  which  is  approv’d  & properly  back’d  by  a Committe 
appointed  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  to  take  Care  of  the 
property  of  Major  Skene  during  the  present  Troubles,  begs 
leave  to  solicit  M^  S.  Deane  advice,  being  recommend^  by 
Gov^  Skene  to  him,  in  his  behalf,  in  order  to  get  the  said 
Power  of  Att^  properly  back  by  the  Continental  Congress,  M^ 
Brooks  will  wait  at  the  door  in  hopes  of  an  Answer. 
[Superscribed]  To  Sieas  Deane  Esq^ 

[Endorsed]  Jn°  Brooks  Billet 


SAMUEL  BEALL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Bordeaux 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  you  left  this  I have  fully  considered  the  proposals 
made  by  us  to  the  Farmers  General,  and  am  clearly  of  opinion 
if  they  should  be  accepted,  which  I am  pursuaded  they  will, 
that  We  shall  find  it  a very  advantageous  Contract  provided 
We  can  conduct  ourselves  so  as  to  keep  it  from  the  knowledge 
of  our  Enemies.  M'’  Delap  has  taken  the  Necessary  precaution 
with  the  Gentleman  who  rec^  our  terms.  Interest  will  induce 
him  and  the  Farmers  to  keep  it  to  themselves.  I have  not 
a doubt  but  before  this  there  are  Accounts  in  Paris,  that  You 


SAMUElv  BEAL. 


21 


are  supposed  to  have  powers  from  the  Congress,  to  treat  with 
Government  and  of  course  there  will  be  a watchful  Eye  kept 
over  You,  I am  therefore  much  afraid  should  You  treat  with 
the  Farmers  in  person  it  will  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Ministry,  and  ground  such  a suspicion,  that  they  will  take 
steps  to  defeat  our  plan,  which  may  be  done  by  effectualy 
blocking  up  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  and  I am  of  opinion  the 
same  precaution  should  be  observed  with  our  Friends.  I 
flatter  myself  steps  will  be  taken  before  the  Winter  to 
establish  a proper  insurance  in  the  different  Colonies  either  by 
the  Congress  or  Conventions  which  w'^  certainly  be  to  the 
Interest  of  the  Colonies,  as  the  Merchants  would  give  much 
higher  prices  for  the  produce  then  they  now  do,  indeed  I think 
the  Advance  price  wou’d  cover  the  losses.  I had  some 
thoughts  of  taking  Your  opinion,  on  the  probability  of  getting 
the  Congress  or  Conventions  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to 
insure  for  our  particular  Contract,  as  we  shall  be  able  to  give 
a much  higher  premium,  then  c'^  be  given  by  others,  but  such 
a proposal  could  not  be  made  without  its  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Public,  and  you  are  sensible  would  immediately 
be  made  known  to  our  Enemies.  I am  therefore  fearful  of  the 
consequences.  If  a General  insurance  should  not  take  place 
I think  there  is  no  doubt,  but  the  Merchants  of  New  York, 
Ph"^  &c  &c  will  insure  at  the  premium  we  shall  be  able  to 
give  them.  I am  not  without  hopes  but  that  the  V^  Convention 
will  pass  a resolve  for  insurance.  I make  no  doubt  when  You 
write  M^  M.  you  will  give  him  the  Necessary  hints.  If  we 
find  there  is  more  Tob°  in  the  Colonies  then  we  shall  be  able 
to  ship,  we  can  take  in  Partners  on  advantageous  terms.  I 
have  wrote  M^  Con  (who  transacts  my  business)  in  such 
terms  as  not  be  understood  if  my  Letter  should  be  intercepted 
to  make  a particular  enquiry  respecting  the  present  crop  and 
to  collect  the  quantity  at  the  different  Ware  Houses,  and 
inform  me  by  Letters  to  Eustatia,  or  in  case  of  miscarriage 
to  lodge  a letter  for  me  at  Ph^  ag^  my  Arrival.  I expect  there 
will  not  be  as  much  Tob°  made  as  we  can  Ship  as  the  planters 
expected  no  market  for  it,  and  consequently  made  but  little. 
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in  the  upper  Counties  on  Potomack  I know  there  is  hardly 
any  made  this  season.  I hope  to  hear  from  you  fully  on  this 
head  on  My  Arrival  at  Rotterdam.  Please  to  give  by  Compli- 
ments to  Benson.  I hope  you  have  had  an  agreeable 

journey  and  wish  you  Happiness  and  success  in  Your 
Business,  and  am  D Sir 

Your  Most  Ob^  Servant 
P Breast^ 

[Superscribed]  To  Sieas  Deane  Esq^  a Paris 

Direct  for  me  at  Mess^®  Robert  & William  Sterling’s 
Merch*®  In  Rotterdam 

[Endorsed]  M^  Beals  LetP  Bordeaux,  June  1776 


SOLLICOFFRE  FRERES  & WILKIE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Marseieee  y®  July  1776 

Mr  Silas  Deane  in  Bourdeaux 
Sir 

We  had  the  Honnour  to  write  you  the  26  ult°  advising  the 
safe  arrivall  here  of  the  Brigg  Elisabeth  CapD  John  Palmer 
from  New  York  last  from  New  London,  We  returned  you  at 
y®  Same  Time  your  Letter  for  your  Brother  M^  Simeon  Deane 
said  Gentleman  having  remained  in  America.  By  the  Inclosed 
Letter  from  Capt*^  J.  Palmer  to  you,  you’ll  see  that  in  the 
present  Circumstances  he  thinks  with  reasons,  that  to  execute 
his  intended  Voyage  would  be  attended  with  too  much  Danger, 
both  at  y®  Streight  Mouth  as  likewise  at  y®  Coming  Near  of 
the  Coast  of  America,  We  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you 
to  Comunicate  us  your  Opinion  and  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  prudent  to  Imploy  here  CapP  Palmer  Vessells  under 
French  Colors,  (if  possible  to  be  done)  : for  two  or  three 
Month,  rather  than  to  Expose  both  her  and  her  Cargoe  in 
such  evident  a Manner. 


1 Obviously  a fictitious  signature ; see  letter  endorsed  “Monsieur 
Bell”,  which  is  in  the  same  handwriting,  and  that  signed  “Samuel  Beall 
3d”,  likewise  in  the  same  hand. 
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We  have  sold  all  the  flower  Vessell  brought  us  at  14 
lb  100.  of  our  wheight  equal  to  lb  88  English,  and  we  have 
begunn  to  sell  the  Wheat  at  25  p charge 

In  Expectation  of  your  Comands  we  remain  very  Respect- 
fully Sir 

Your  most  Obedient 

and  most  Hum  Serv 
SoLLICOFFRL  FrLRE:S  & WlLKIE) 
[Superscribed]  Monsieur  Silas  Dlane  Chez  Mess:  Sam^  & 
F : Delap  neg^®  Bourdeaux 

[Endorsed]  Solli  Coffre  & Freres  Lett^  from  Marseilles 
July  P'  1776 


FRAGMENT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  WILLIAM 

BINGHAM 

[July  1776?] 

latter  P the  Ship  Proteus,  Via  Bourdeaux,  to  the  Care  of 
Mess  S & J H Delap  & under  Cover  to  Mons^  Dubourg  at 
Paris.  The  Seals  were  marked  with  the  initial  Letters  of  my 
Name,  & I should  be  happy  to  know  whether  they  came  into 
your  Hands  with  that  Impression  upon  them. 

As  it  is  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  our  Corre- 
spondence should  be  a Matter  of  enviolable  Secrecy;  if  there 
is  the  least  Room  for  Suspicion,  I would  recommend  an 
Alteration  on  the  Mode  of  Conveyance;  & if  that  Resource 
should  fail,  we  must  adopt  Cyphers  in  those  particular  Cases 
that  require  the  utmost  Regard  & Attention  to  Secrecy. 

I have  heard  but  little  News  from  America  lately;  there 
having  been  but  few  Arrivals.  I enclose  you  a Philadelphia 
Gazette  which  gives  an  Account  of  the  Conspiracy  formed 
against  the  Life  of  General  Washington,  & other  interesting 
Intelligence 

A Captain  of  a Vessel  that  arrived  at  S^  Lucia  from  N° 
Carolina  brings  an  Account  of  an  Engagement  betwixt  Gen^ 
Clinton  & Gen^  Lee.  The  Particulars  as  I had  them  from  his 
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own  Mouth,  are  as  follows.  Gen^  Gee  Suspecting  the  Design 
of  Gen^  Clinton  to  land  at  Governor’s  Island  near  Charles- 
town, prepared  to  receive  him  there,  he  threw  up  some 
Entrenchments  & erected  a Battery  of  upwards  of  30  Pieces 
of  Cannon.  Gen^  Clinton  disembarked  with  a very  consider- 
able Force,  march’d  up  with  Spirit,  but  was  repulsed  with  a 
great  Loss;  he  renewed  the  Attack  but  was  forced  to  retire; 
he  rallied  a second  Time  & then  retreated,  he  immediately 
embarked  & it  was  expected  he  would  attempt  to  make  a 
Descent  at  some  other  place.  There  were  300  of  the  British 
Forces  left  upon  the  Field.  We  had  but  8 Men  Killed  & 26 
wounded.  One  of  their  Frigates  which  was  drawn  up  with  a 
Design  of  covering  their  Landing,  run  aground  & was  set  fire 
to  & burnt  by  our  Troops. 

This  is  the  first  Engagement  of  any  Consequence  that  the 
Campaign  has  open’d  with,  an  Omen  I hope  of  our  future 
Success. 

The  Captain  says,  that  Gen^  Lee  not  putting  sufficient 
Confidence  in  our  Troops,  had  provided  a Safe  Retreat  for 
them,  but  I hope  such  Precautions  will  always  be  unnecessary 
with  Americans,  where  there  is  not  a very  great  Disparity  of 
Numbers.  The  Field  of  Battle  should  offer  no  Retreat  for 
Cowards.  To  be  always  placed  betwixt  Victory  & Death,  is 
an  enviable  Situation  for  a Soldier  of  Spirit;  & Such  I have 
no  doubt  but  the  Americans  are. 

The  Reprisal,  the  Vessel  which  was  appointed  to  bring  me 
here,  sailed  a few  Days  agoe;  tis  Said  that  several  Vessels  of 
War  are  laying  in  Wait  for  her;  I have  no  reason  to  believe 
She  will  be  taken;  but  if  She  was,  I am  confident  She  would 
meet  with  very  rough  Treatment; 

There  was  a Time  when  Englishmen  esteemed  the 
Possession  of  Liberty  of  So  inestimable  a Value,  that  they 
thought  no  Price  too  dear  to  pay  for  it;  & if  during  the 
despotic  Exercise  of  an  arbitrary  Authority  the  Contention  for 
it  was  esteemed  a Crime,  twas  a Crime  of  so  exalted  a Nature, 
that  it  might  almost  pass  for  a Virtue,  l)ut  Oh!  Tempera! 
Oh  Mores!  there  is  no  Punishment  too  great  for  it  now. 
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The  General  promised  me,  that  one  of  the  French 
Frigates  should  convoy  the  Reprisal  beyond  the  Track  of  the 
British  Cruizers,  but  upon  Receipt  of  Admiral  Young’s  Letter, 
he  called  a Council,  & it  was  thought  'adviseable,  that  it  should 
not  be  done;  Perhaps  they  were  afraid  of  commencing  Hostili- 
ties; as  the  French  Navy  is  very  weak  in  the  West  Indies 

You  sir,  are  near  the  Fountain  Head  of  Intelligence  & 
can  not  only  trace  the  political  Stream  to  its  source  but  follow 
it  thro  all  its  Windings  & Turnings;  I shall  therefore  be  more 
able  to  speak  with  Assurance  & Certainty,  if  the  Letters  which 
I have  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  confirm  my  present 
Conjectures,  respecting  the  Disposition  of  the  French  towards 
Us. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Sincrety  Sir 
Your  obed^  hble  Serv^ 

W^  Bingham 


SOLLICOFFRE  FRERES  & WILKIE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Marseille  y®  24  July  1776. 

Your  most  esteemed  of  y®  14  Instant  from  Paris  we  have 
duely  received.  We  Observe  that  you  are  of  the  same  Opinion 
with  up  to  Postpone  the  sending  of  the  Elisabeth  & her  Cargoe, 
till  y®  first  of  September  next,  to  which  your  advise  we  have 
resolved  to  adhere  and  herewith  we  remitt  you  a Copy  of  the 
Agreement  we  have  passed  with  CapD  John  Palmer  which  we 
bagg  to  peruse  and  give  us  your  Abrobation.  you’ll  Observe 
that  CapD  Palmer  being  intitled  to  receive  Five  Pounds 
Sterling  each  Day  of  Demeurage  we  have  Consented  to  allow 
and  Pay  him  here  his  and  his  Vessell  maintaining  Charges 
w®^  we  have  Valued  to  Three  Pounds  Sterling  The  Other  Two 
Pounds  to  be  Pay’d  him  in  America,  by  that  Mean  his  return 
Cargoe  will  not  be  so  much  lessened,  on  All  which  we  shall 
expect  your  Abrobation  and  Consent  Mean  time  shall  Keep 
the  return  Cargoe  ready  to  be  shiped,  the  Chief  Articles  are 
to  be  Blankets  and  Course  Cloth,  very  litle  being  to  be  found 
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here  we  have  been  Obliged  to  Order  it  in  the  Fabricks  of  our 
Neighbouring  Province  of  Languedoc,  and  hope  to  have  the 
whole  ready  towards  the  beginning  of  next  Month,  about 
which  time  hope  to  be  favoured  with  your  Answer. 

The  Elisabeth  Cargoe  out  of  N york  is  all  sold  and  the 
Neat  Produce  will  be  about  £36000. 

as  to  Imploy  y®  said  Vessell  under  French  Collours  in 
those  Seas  untill  y®  SepF®^  the  time  being  so  short  it  would 
not  be  practicable,  besides  the  Heavy  Charge  which  would 
Accrue  from  such  an  Oparation  renders  it  imposible,  if  Some 
french  Man  of  war  should  be  ordered  out  of  y®  Streight 
Mouth  and  a Permission  Obtained  for  CapH  Palmer  to  follow 
’em  under  french  Collours,  he  might  by  that  mean  guet  Clear 
of  more  than  half  y®  Danger,  we  leave  the  whole  under  your 
farther  Consideration  and  bagg  to  favour  us  with  an  Answer 
as  soon  as  possible,  there  is  two  Eng®  Fregatts  Continualy 
Cruising  in  y®  Streight  Mouth  Stoping  and  Searching  all  the 
ships,  a Dutch  CapD  Arrived  last  weeck  reports  that  he  has 
been  Visited  by  one  of  them  y®  officers  of  w®^  told  him  that 
they  had  taken  two  America  Vessells  bound  for  the  Continent 
out  of  a french  Port  in  y®  Mediteranean  we  are  much  aprehen- 
sive  it  is  CapF  Robinson  and  CapD  Waldron,  who  sailed  from 
this  Port  last  Month.  We  hope  Cap^  Palmer  of  the  Elisabeth 
will  share  a better  fate,  the  Days  in  y®  Month  of  September 
being  much  shorter  and  more  Windy  he  has  a much  better 
chance  of  passing  free. 

We  are  most  respectfully 

Sir  you  most  Obedient  and 

most  Humble  Servant 
Soeeicoffre  FrerES  & WiEKlE 
M*'  SiEAS  Deane  in  Paris 

[Superscribed]  Monsieur  Sieas  Deane  chez  Mess^®  Germany 
Girardot  & C®  A Paris 

[Endorsed]  Mess'"®  Solli  Coffre  Freres  & Wilkie  Let'"  July 
24^^  Marseilles 

rec'*  at  Paris  Aug®‘  7^^  & answered  see  Copy 
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It  is  agreed  between  Capt"  John  Palmer  and  Mess : 
Sollicoffre  freres  & Wilkie,  that  considering  the  Eminent 
danger  of  an  almost  unavoidable  capture  of  both  his  Vessell 
& Cargoe  if  he  shou’d  proceed  from  hence  through  the  Streight 
mouth  before  y®  of  September  next,  that  said  Cap^  Palmer 
with  the  Authorisation  and  aprobation  of  Silas  Deane  now 
at  Paris  will  remain  here  till  the  above  limited  time  of  y® 
P*  of  September  next,  the  said  CapP  reducing  his  overlaying 
days  to  three  Pounds  Sterling,  the  other  two  Pounds  Sterling, 
which  he  says  he  is  intitled  to  receive  pursuant  to  his  Charter 
party  and  to  his  orders,  to  be  payd  to  him  by  the  freighters 
in  America  or  else  where,  and  the  said  Three  Pounds  Sterling 
for  every  overlaying  day,  to  be  pay’d  him  here  before  his 
departure  by  said  Sollicoffre  freres  Wilkie,  and  in  case 
Silas  Deane  shou’d  give  order  to  pay  to  y®  said  CapP  the 
whole  Five  Pounds  SterP  for  every  over  laying  day  in  this 
harbour,  said  Sollicoffre  & Wilkie  obliges  them  Selves  to 
adhere  to  the  orders  they  may  receive  on  that  head  from 
Gentleman  M**  Silas  Deane. 

Marseille:  y®  22  July  1776. 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy 

S'^  PiLRRE  August  4^^  1776 
Sir 

According  to  the  Instructions  I have  received  from  the 
Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence,  I have  the  Honor  of 
transmitting  to  you,  some  Advices  concerning  the  present 
Situation  of  Affairs  in  America,  which  I hope  will  not  only  be 
of  great  Utility  in  an  official,  but  satisfactory  to  you  in  a 
private  Capacity. 

I arrived  here  the  28^^  UlP,  but  by  reason  of  a long 
Detention  at  Cape  May,  have  not  brought  Papers  later  than 
the  Beginning  of  June,  but  I hope  soon  to  have  the  Pleasure 
of  forwarding  others  to  you  of  a later  Date,  as  I may  expect 
to  be  constantly  & duly  Supplied  with  them. 
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I had  not  heard  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Main  Body  of  the 
Troops  from  G Britain  when  I sailed  the  4^^  Ult°  but  they  were 
daily  expected  8z  it  was  well  known  that  their  grand  Attack 
was  to  be  made  at  New  York,  where  Gen^  Washington  had 
taken  up  his  Head-Quarters.  Our  Troops  are  in  high  Spirits, 
well-armed,  well  disciplined  & wait  with  great  Impatience  for 
the  Event : 

New  York  is  well  fortified  & has  30,000  Regular  Troops 
there  & a vast  Number  of  the  Militia  in  the  surrounding 
Countr}^,  all  ready  & willing  to  march  at  a Moments  Warning ; 
and  this  same  forward  zealous  Spirit,  characterizes  the  Militia 
throughout  the  whole  Continent 

Men  of  truly  patriotic  Principles,  w'ho  consider  their 
Lives  & Fortunes  as  not  their  own,  but  only  as  Deposits  which 
they  should  always  be  ready  to  deliver  up,  whenever  the 
Safety  of  their  Country  makes  it  necessary,  who  are  deter- 
mined not  to  survive  its  Liberties,  but  rather  die  the  last  of 
Freemen,  than  bear  to  live  the  first  of  Slaves. 

The  Army  of  G Britain  are  not  possessed  of  a single 
Foot  of  Land,  betwixt  Nova  Scotia  & Florida,  Since  Gen^ 
Howe  has  been  forced  to  evacuate  Boston  & Lord  Dunmore 
was  drove  from  his  Entrenchments  in  Virginia. 

The  Congress  have  now  afloat  upwards  of  30  Sail  of 
Frigates,  Sloops  of  War,  & other  armed  Vessels,  & are 
constantly  making  Additions  to  their  Naval  Armaments  & in 
a short  time  expect  to  have  a very  respectable  Nav}^ 

Many  Privateers  have  been  fitted  out,  & have  taken  a 
Number  of  West  India  Alerchantmen.  The  Continental 
Vessels  have  met  wfith  great  Success  in  their  Captures  of 
Transports,  laden  with  Arms,  Ammunition,  Provisions  &c^  for 
the  British  Army,  which  will  tend  greatly  to  distress  them. 

The  Sea  Coast  is  so  well  guarded,  that  not  a Single 
British  Vessel  is  able  to  procure  fresh  Water  or  Provisions, 
but  must  be  under  the  Necessity  of  repairing  to  Nova  Scotia 
or  Florida  for  it. 

Most  of  the  Colonies  have  been  successful  in  their 
Attempts  to  make  Saltpetre,  & it  is  expected  in  a few  Months 
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they  will  have  a Resource  within  themselves ; & no  longer 
have  occasion  to  be  indebted  to  their  Friends  for  a Supply 
of  Gun  Powder.  Cannon  are  cast  in  & small  Arms  fabricated 
all  over  the  Province  of  Pensylvania  & in  many  other  of  the 
Provinces. 

The  political  Sentiments  of  the  People  of  America,  are 
very  materially  changed  since  you  left  it.  The  Germ  of  Dis- 
content had  then  been  sown,  but  the  hiring  foreign 
Mercenaries  & the  King’s  Answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  & Aldermen,  had  brought  it  forth  to  a Harvest  of 
Disaffection.  And  if  the  Independency  of  America  was  now 
to  be  made  the  Test  of  political  Orthodoxy,  I believe  there 
would  appear  at  this  Time  but  very  few  Heretics  amongst 
them. 

Nothing  is  held  forth  to  them  now  by  the  King  but  an 
abject  Submission  at  the  Point  of  the  Bayonet  & to  become 
devoted  Victims  to  his  Royal  Clemency;  for  the  tender 
Mercies  of  the  wicked  are  always  cruel.  This  has  greatly 
tended  to  bring  a Coalition  of  Parties  so  necessary  at  this 
important  Crisis,  & upon  which  the  Fate  of  America  so  materi- 
ally depends ; & that  Spirit  of  Party  which  helps  to  destroy  our 
inward  Peace  & weaken  our  natural  Strength,  is  constantly 
changing  into  a diffusive  Spirit  of  public  Benevolence.  The 
Partisans  of  the  Ministry  have  become  very  few  & those 
greatly  dispersed. 

No  Accommodation  is  now  to  be  looked  for.  The  general 
Disposition  of  the  Colonies  to  shake  off  the  Yoke  of  G Britain 
forms  an  invincible  Obstacle  to  it,  & they  have  advanced  so 
far,  that  they  cannot  possibly  recede,  if  they  do,  they  remain 
exposed  to  the  Kings  Revenge,  the  Parliaments  Resentment, 
& all  the  perilous  Consequences,  that  Actions  of  the  Nature 
of  theirs  stamped  with  the  Name  of  Rebellion,  may  prompt 
an  incensed  Army  to,  against  them. 

The  sending  out  Commissions,  they  are  well  convinced, 
was  nothing  but  a captious  Proposal  of  the  Courts,  made 
with  a Design  to  lessen  the  Ardor  of  those,  who  would  other- 
wise engage  more  firmly  in  the  opposition. 
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The  People  of  America  have  nothing  to  expect  from  a 
patch’d  up  Reconciliation,  whilst  the  Fountain  is  corrupted, 
the  Stream  will  never  flow  pure.  If  they  look  for  a radical 
Cure  of  the  Disorder,  that  the  Body  politic  labours  under, 
tis  not  to  be  found  in  a Reconciliation,  this  is  only  of  a 
palliative  Nature,  the  true  Specific  they  will  find  in  an  Inde- 
pendency. 

But  admitting  Terms  of  Reconciliation  were  offer’d  by 
a new  Set  of  Ministers,  what  then.  Friends  to  Government, 
they  must  consequently  be  Enemies  to  the  Constitution  & to 
America;  to  the  Constitution,  as  these  prostitute  Wretches 
maintain  that  the  necessary  Independency  of  the  Crown  cannot 
be  Supported  without  allowing  a corrupt  dependency  of  the 
Parliament  on  it ; to  America,  as  from  the  Revenues  to  be 
drawn  from  that  Country,  the  Funds  of  Corruption  are  to  be 
Supplied  & tis  Corruption  that  oils  the  Wheels  of  Government 
& renders  the  Administration  smooth  & easy;  In  the  virtuous 
Days  of  the  Republic,  when  the  Race  of  the  Tarquins  was 
expelled,  Rome  became  free,  but  when  Csesar  was  destroyed, 
Rome  still  continued  in  Slavery,  but  whence  this  Difference. 
In  the  Time  of  Tarquin  Rome  was  incorrupt,  but  in  that  of 
Casar  the  reverse. 

As  G Britain  has  applied  for  & obtained  foreign 
Assistance,  should  the  Necessity  of  Self  Defence  prompt 
America  to  do  the  same.  She  seems  to  have  a great 
Predilection  in  favor  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  & to 
believe  that  She  can  never  meet  with  so  illustrious  & power- 
full  a Protector;  whom  it  would  be  glorious  for  America  to 
have  recourse  to.  And  perhaps  if  a Form  of  Government  was 
solemnly  established  by  America,  France  would  avow  herself 
the  Defender  of  it  & Guarantee  of  its  Independancy ; & the 
Advantages  She  would  derive  from  a commercial  Intercourse 
with  America,  would  be  a sufficient  Equivalent  for  all  the 
Services  She  could  render  us.  There  is  a critical  Moment  in 
every  thing  & the  Masterpiece  of  good  Conduct  is  to  preceive 
& take  Advantage  of  it.  Now,  is  the  Time  which  should  be 
exactly  nicked  by  France,  to  undertake  bringing  about  a great 
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Revolution  & humbling  the  Power  of  her  natural  Enemy;  & 
the  Idea  she  once  entertained  of  an  universal  Dependance  of 
the  States  of  Europe  upon  her,  was  never  less  a chimerical 
Project. 

With  my  best  Wishes  for  your  Health  & Happiness, 
believe  me  to  be  with  unfeigned  Regard  &c. 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

S'^  Pierre^  August  5th  1776 

Sir 

The  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence  having  honor’d 
me  with  the  Appointment  of  their  Agent  in  the  West  Indies  to 
transact  their  Affairs,  both  in  the  commercial  & political  Line, 
have  instructed  me  to  inform  you  of  it,  & to  cooperate  with 
you  in  giving  them  constant  Intelligence  & Advice  concerning 
every  Matter  that  may  be  connected  with  the  Interest  or  im- 
proved to  the  Advantage  of  the  United  Colonies.  And  as 
frequent  opportunities  present  from  this  Place  to  the  different 
Ports  in  France  as  well  as  America,  they  are  very  desirous 
that  we  should  maintain  a regular,  frequent  & well  serv’d 
Correspondence,  in  order  that  both  they  & you  may  be  duly 
& reciprocally  informed  of  every  interesting  Event  that  may 
be  passing  on  either  side  of  the  Water,  for  which  Purpose  I 
shall  endeavor  to  obtain  a correct  & extensive  Knowledge  of 
the  Affairs  of  my  Department.  I shall  examine  & inform 
myself  of  everything  I see  or  hear  that  is  relative  to  the 
Situation  or  Interest  of  America,  & shall  transmit  you  by 
every  opportunity  the  Result  of  my  Enquiries  & Observations. 

The  Committee  desire  that  “You  will  address  your  Cur- 
rent Despatches  to  me  under  Cover  to  the  General,  but  when 
you  have  any  particular  Matters  to  communicate,  either  to 
Congress,  themselves,  or  me,  that  you  think  should  not  be 
risqued  thro  that  Channel  for  fear  of  Inspection,  that  you 
would  procure  a Merch*^  in  France  to  put  such  Despatches 
directly  for  me  under  Cover  to  a Merch^  in  Martinico,  with  an 
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express  Injunction  to  deliver  them  into  my  own  Hands.  But, 
as  soon  as  I had  made  Acquaintance  with  an  established 
Merchant  of  good  Reputation  in  Martinico,  that  I had  best 
name  him  to  you,  that  you  may  so  address  your  Despatches 
without  the  Intervention  of  a Merchant  in  France”  You  will 
therefore  plan  to  direct  them  to  Mons^  P Begorrat  Negotiant 
au  Pierre,  Martinique,  pour  remettre  a Mons^  Bingham  de 
Philadelphie. 

The  above  is  Copy  of  a Letter  that  I did  myself  the  honor 
of  writing  you  under  Cover  of  the  Generals  Despatches,  & 
not  trusting  too  much  to  the  Safety  of  the  Conveyance,  have 
been  rather  reserved  & guarded  in  the  Stile  of  it. 

I herewith  send  you  Triplicates  of  your  Instructions  & 
Credentials  &c^  thereby  eventually  providing  against  any 
Accident  that  may  have  happen’d  to  them. 

From  the  Reception  I have  met  with  from  the  General, 
I have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  that  France  is  very 
favorably  disposed  towards  America.  He  has  informed  me 
that  by  a Frigate  which  had  just  arrived,  he  had  received 
some  Dispatches  of  a very  important  Nature  from  his  Court. 
That  his  Orders  were  to  favor  the  Americans  throughout  all 
their  Ports  & protect  their  Commerce  at  Sea,  whenever  & 
wherever  they  should  find  an  opportunity. 

The  Continental  Sloop  of  War  the  Reprisal  of  16  Guns, 
& one  of  the  Ministerial  Fleet  the  Shark  of  the  same  Weight 
of  Metal,  but  better  man’d,  have  lately  had  an  Engagement 
opposite  the  Port  of  S^  Pierre.  I was  a Spectator  of  the 
whole  of  it  from  on  shore.  And  to  the  honor  of  America, 
the  Reprisal  damaged  the  Shark  so  much,  that  She  was  forced 
to  sheer  otf  in  order  to  refit,  when  the  Fort  fired  upon  her  & 
put  an  End  to  the  Engagement.  Never  did  I feel  the  Sensation 
of  Joy  in  a more  lively  Degree,  than  upon  viewing  the  different 
Treatment  which  the  two  Commanders  met  with  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  S‘  Pierre;  Cap^  Wickes  was  complimented  & 
caressed  beyond  measure,  whereas  Cap^  Chapman  was  under 
the  necessity  of  procuring  a Guard  of  Six  Men  to  protect  him 
from  the  Insults  of  the  Mob. 
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I have  been  here  but  a few  Days  & have  received  no  late 
Accounts  that  I can  depend  upon  than  what  the  Papers  which 
I have  transmitted  you  will  furnish  you  with.  I saw  a Letter 
from  Eustatia  which  mentions  a Conspiracy  having  been 
formed  against  the  Life  of  our  most  excellent  General  Wash- 
ington, & that  Major  Rodgers  8i  Whitehead  Hicks  late  Mayor 
of  New  York  were  confined  in  Prison,  as  being  Principals 
in  the  Plot. 

A Vessel  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Baltimore;  the 
Captain  assured  me  that  whilst  he  was  waiting  in  the  Bay  of 
Chesapeak  for  an  opportunity  to  take  his  Departure,  he  had 
spoke  with  a Privateer,  the  Commander  of  which  informed 
him  that  Independance  was  absolutely  declared  by  Congress, 
& that  he  went  on  board  & Saw  the  printed  Declaration. 
Whether  is  it  that  the  Captain  Seems  to  be  a Man  of  Veracity; 
or  that  this  Piece  of  Intelligence  is  strictly  conformable  to  the 
Temper  of  the  Times,  or  that  we  are  more  apt  to  believe  what 
we  wish  than  what  we  fear  may  happen,  I cannot  help  putting 
some  Degree  of  Confidence  in  it. 

May  this  then  be  the  blessed  ^ra,  from  which  America 
dates  her  Freedom  Happiness  & Glory.  It  is  indeed  our  own 
Fault  if  it  is  not;  We  must  now  set  about  laying  the  Founda- 
tions of  a free  Government.  And  altho  we  must  proceed  for 
some  Time  like  the  Jews  in  rebuilding  their  Temple;  altho  we 
must  carry  on  the  holy  work  with  one  Hand,  & hold  our 
Swords  in  the  other  to  defend  it;  yet  it  is  in  our  own  Power 
to  place  the  glorious  Structure  upon  a solid  Basis,  so  that  the 
Storms  of  Faction,  or  the  Pernicious  Blasts  of  Corruption, 
shall  not  be  able  to  injure  it;  & no  doubt  but  the  fair  Goddess 
of  Liberty  that  seems  willing  to  direct  the  Eastern  World, 
will  still  continue  to  visit  the  Western  Hemisphere  & take  up 
her  Abode  in  this  goodly  Mansion  & thence  diffuse  her  benign 
Influence  amongst  the  favor’d  Sons  of  America. 

Since  writing  the  above  his  Excellency  has  done  me  the 
Favor  to  show  me  a Letter  he  has  just  received  from  Admiral 
Young  sent  express  by  the  Pomona  Sloop  of  War.  He  there- 
in demands  in  the  Name  of  the  King  his  Master,  that  these 
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American  Pirates  (as  he  stiles  the  Reprisal  & her  Crew,)  that 
have  taken  Refuge  in  the  Harbor  of  Fort  Royal,  may  be 
delivered  up  to  him,  in  order  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
Tryal  & proceeded  against  accordingly;  & calls  the  Protection 
given  them  a gross  Insult  offered  to  the  British  Flag  & with 
his  Excellencys  Acquiescence,  he  mentions  that  he  shall 
dispatch  a Ship  of  War  immediately  to  London,  with  his 
Excellencys  Answer,  which  is  as  spirited  & animated  as  we 
could  wish  or  the  occasion  require ; Prudential  Reasons  would 
not  admit  of  his  saying  more,  but  he  refuses  his  request  in  a 
categorical  decisive  Stile. 

I shall  write  to  you  again  in  a short  time  & in  the  Interim 
remain  with  unfeigned  Regard 

Sir  Your  obed^  hble  serv^ 
Bingham 

[Endorsed]  S^  Pierre  Martineco  August  4^^  1776  Letter  from 
W“  Brigham  rec*^  at  Paris  sep^  25^^  covering  a large 
Packet. 


SAMUEL  BEALL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Rotterdam  5^^  Aug^  1776 

Dear  Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  M^^Creery.  I have  since 
my  last  examined  the  Linens  and  Callicoes.  the  Quantity 
You  want  of  each  kind  can  be  had,  but  are  not  so  low  ^s  I 
expected  to  find  them  in  Amsterdam.  I have  defered  looking 
at  any  more  goods  till  your  arrival  which  Mess^®  Clifford  & 
Teysett  tells  me  will  be  in  a few  days,  as  the  work  would 
then  be  to  go  over  again.  I refer  you  to  Creery  Esq^  for 
the  News  of  this  place.  I think  I should  recover  damages  in  a 
Court  of  Justice  for  robing  me  of  so  agreeable  a companion  I 
shall  miss  him  exceedingly  on  my  passage  out,  but  the  necessity 
of  his  waiting  on  you  weighs  more  with  me  then  the  Company 
of  any  Man.  C & T.  have  rec^  Lett®  from  W & M as  late  as 
the  20*^^  May  imagine  they  have  wrote  You  particularly,  I have 
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not  been  able  to  procure  any  powder  for  you  I hope  it  can  be 
had  before  I sail.  I found  a necessity  of  tell®  C & Tysett  I 
sh'^  settle  in  Eustatia  & that  the  goods  I wanted  was  for  a 
store  there,  which  you  will  please  countenance,  they  are  obliged 
to  make  Oath  that  any  War  Like  stores  they  send  out  is  not 
for  Am^  to  their  knowledge.  I shall  not  add  as  I flatter  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  a few  days.  I am  with 
Esteem 

D sir  your  M Ob  Servant 
P Breast^ 

[Superscribed]  To  Siras  Dean  Esq^  Paris  favd  by 
M^Creery 

[Endorsed]  Monseiur  Bells  LetP  5^^  August  1776  Rotterdam 
Rec*^  at  Paris 


GURDON  SALTONSTALL  TO  MRS. 
ELIZABETH  DEANE 


N London  Aug^  15  1776 
10  Clock  forenoon 


Dear  Daughter 

I hope  by  Knights  this  day  to  hear  you  are  still  on  the 
mending  hand. 

Least  you  Should  not  have  the  inteligence  I find  in 
Humphrys  PhiP  Paper  dated  10^^  Instant,  I with  pleasure  send 
it  you,  it  is  in  the  folow®  words,  under  Philadelphia  head. 
“A  French  Gentleman,  and  an  American  a * Member  of  Con- 
gress are  safe  arrived  at  France”.  This  I trust  means  your 
Dear  Consort  Silas  Deane  Esq*'  may  you  and  wee  be  thankful 
for  his  preservation  thus  far.  In  Towns  PhiP  Paper  is  the 
same  Paragraph  with  the  adition  * late  member  of  Congress. 

Y*'  Most  Afec*^®  Father 

G Sartonstarr 


M*"®  Erizabeth  Deane 

[Superscribed]  To  M*"®  Erizabeth  Deane  att  Weathersfield 


1 See  note  p.  22. 
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WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy 

S^  Pierre  Martinique  Sept  29^^^  1776 

Sir, 

Agitated  betixt  Hopes  & Fears,  I have  been  waiting  with 
the  greatest  Impatience  & Suspence  of  Mind,  for  the  Event  of 
an  Engagement  at  New  York,  which  the  Papers  I lately  had 
the  honor  of  transmitting  you,  announced  the  Americans  were 
in  daily  expectation  of.  , 

I have  seen  an  Extract  of  a Letter  dated  Philadelphia  29 
August,  with  the  following  Relation;  that  Twelve  Thousand 
of  the  Kings  Forces  had  disembarked  at  Long  Island;  that 
Four  Thousand  had  marched  two  Leagues  into  the  Country, 
but  were  repulsed  with  the  Loss  of  100  Men  & 2 principal 
Officers  made  Prisoners.  The  Loss  on  our  Side  is  not  men- 
tioned, nor  whether  they  were  opposed  by  Regular  Troops  or 
Militia. 

I sincerely  lament  my  Inability  of  furnishing  you  with 
the  most  authentic  & circumstantial  Intelligence,  well  knowing 
how  absolutely  necessary  it  is,  that  you  should  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  therewith;  but  I am  fully  pursuaded,  that  the 
frequent  Captures  of  our  Vessels  deprive  me  of  those  Papers 
of  Information,  which  are  directed  for  me;  however,  if  it  was 
not  for  the  disappointment  of  News,  we  have  no  Right  to 
complain;  considering  the  Number  of  more  valuable  Prizes 
that  we  have  taken  from  the  Enemy.  Our  Privateers  have 
met  with  uncommon  Success,  they  have  made  great  Havock 
amongt  the  West  India  Men ; so  that  upon  casting  up  Accounts, 
the  Ballance  will  be  immensely  in  our  Favor. 

I think  it  as  much  my  Duty  to  Keep  you  advised  of  un- 
favorable, as  favorable  Events;  as  by  a fair  Comparison  of 
both,  you  can  draw  the  best  founded  opinion  of  the  real  State 
of  our  Affairs,  ’tis  from  this  Principle  that  I mention  a 
strong  Report  which  has  been  circulating  here  for  these  some 
Days  past,  of  General  Burgoyne’s  having  marched  from 
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Quebec  with  a large  Body  of  Canadians  & Indians,  besides 
Regular  Troops,  had  reduced  all  the  Forts  on  his  Way,  & had 
at  last  got  Possession  of  Ticonderoga.  Credat  Judseus  Apella, 
non  ego ! Such  a rapid  March  with  Victory  flying  before  him, 
resembles  the  precipitate  Conquests  of  the  Macedonian 
Monarch  over  enfeebled  Asiatic  Slaves,  not  the  hard-earned 
Victories,  gained  over  a generous  People,  struggling  in  the 
Cause  of  Liberty;  I have  nothing  more  circumstantial  or  posi- 
tive to  go  upon,  than  its  being  a Report  & generally  believed. 
The  Authority  is  by  no  means  satisfactory.  The  Advices 
are  verbal,  & conveyed  by  very  doubtfull  Messengers,  some 
Gent“  from  Barbados  having  asserted  that  an  Express  Boat 
has  just  arrived  there,  with  Dispatches  in  a very  short  Passage 
from  New  York.  But  I hope  there  Advices  are  rather  what 
the  Propagators  wish  to  be  true,  than  what  they  know  to  be 
so.  Others  Say  that  Gen^  Burgoyne  had  not  already  gone 
that  Distance,  but  that  his  Force  was  so  great,  that  our  Troops 
were  intimidated;  had  evacuated  all  the  Forts  in  Canada,  & 
retired  to  Albany. 

Amidst  Such  melancholy  Alternatives,  tis  painfully  to 
chuse,  for  my  Part,  I believe  neither  of  the  Accounts.  I am 
in  momentary  Expectation  of  Some  that  are  authentic,  which 
I hope  will  prove  the  others  to  be  a mere  Report  “a  Morning 
Dream,  that  flits  aerial  from  the  cheated  Eye.”  As  soon  as 
I receive  them,  I will  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  convey- 
ing them  to  you. 

I cannot  believe  that  the  Americans  with  Such  an  Army 
as  they  had  in  Canada,  ever  fled  from  the  Enemy  on  Acc*^  of 
their  Numbers.  People  in  their  Situation  Should  be  terrified 
at  no  Danger,  should  be  discouraged  at  no  Obstacles,  their 
very  Existence  as  Freemen  depending  upon  their  manly  & 
vigorous  Exertions,  they  should  hardly  enquire  the  Number 
of  the  Enemy,  but  only  where  they  are  to  be  found 

I am  with  unfeigned  Respect  &c 
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WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

October  4th  1776 
Sir 

Above  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects,  Since  which  (Say 
yesterday)  I received  some  Philadelphia  Gazettes  as  late  as 
the  12th  Sept^  by  which  I find  that  the  Account  I forwarded 
you,  was  a very  partial  & ill  digested  one,  of  a severe  Skirmish 
that  happen’d  betwixt  ours,  & the  British  Troops  on  Long 
Island.  We  had  but  about  3000  Men  there,  & the  Enemy  were 
at  least  15000  Strong;  It  was  a very  warm  Day  for  our 
Troops,  who  behaved  with  the  greatest  Courage,  Activity,  & 
Resolution;  They  left  their  Lines  & came  out  to  attack  the 
Enemy,  but  when  they  Saw  how  greatly  Superior  the  Number 
was,  they  had  to  engage  with,  they  were  under  the  Necessity 
of  retreating  to  them;  they  were  altogether  surrounded  by 
the  Enemy,  but  they  dauntless  broke  through  the  thickest  of 
their  Ranks,  & at  length  secured  themselves  within  their  Lines. 
Our  Loss  of  Killed,  wounded,  & Prisoners  amounts  to  about 
500  Men;  that  of  the  Enemy  is  computed  at  double  the 
Number;  Col  Parry  of  the  Pensylvania  Forces  is  killed; 
Gen^®  Sullivan  & Stirling  are  taken  Prisoners;  Gen^  Howe  has 
Sent  a Flag  of  Truce  offering  to  exchange  these  two  Generals, 
for  two  they  have  missing,  but  as  we  have  not  made  them 
Prisoners,  it  is  Supposed  they  are  killed.  Col  Grant  Member 
of  the  House  of  Commons  & our  Sworn  Enemy,  is  likewise 
among  the  Slain.  Our  Troops  evacuated  Long  Island  that 
Night,  bringing  off  every  thing,  except  a few  heavy  Cannon, 
which  they  spiked  up.  Their  Situation  was  exceedingly 
critical;  for  if  the  Fleet  had  come  up  the  East  River,  they 
might  have  cut  off  all  their  Resources  of  Provisions  & at 
length  starved  them  into  a Surrender ; Besides  the  Enemy  was 
entrenched  within  five  hundred  Yards  of  their  Lines,  which 
were  not  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  their  heavy  Cannon. 

An  Attack  at  New  York  is  momentarily  expected,  the 
Event  of  which,  if  unfavorable  to  the  British  Troops,  will  in 
a great  Measure  decide  the  Success  of  this  Campaign. 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM. 
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Gen  Clinton  with  all  the  Forces  under  his  Command, 
have  left  S Carolina  & joined  the  Main  Body  of  the  Army  at 
New  York.  The  British  Army  is  So  pressed  for  Want  of 
Troops,  that  Ford  Howe  has  sent  the  Solebay  Frigate  with 
three  Transports,  to  collect  those  that  are  dispersed  thro  the 
West  Indies,  amounting  to  about  500  Men. 

The  Cherokee  Indians  have  committed  Some  Hostilities 
on  the  Frontiers  of  S Carolina  & Georgia,  but  a great  Number 
of  the  Enemy  had  marched  against  them  & there  was  no  doubt 
of  their  soon  being  quelled;  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  take 
up  the  Hatchet  by  the  Promises  of  that  Villain  Steuart, 
Superintendant  of  Indian  Affairs,  Some  of  whose  Letters  have 
been  intercepted  & published. 

By  the  last  Accounts  from  Canada  our  Army  were  at 
Ticonderoga,  under  the  Command  of  Major  General  Gates; 
We  had  3500  effective  Men  there,  & more  were  coming  in 
daily;  The  Fort  & every  Point  & Height  about  it  were  well 
fortified.  We  have  likewise  the  Command  of  the  Lakes  by 
means  of  our  superior  Fleet,  & it  is  thought  that  the  Enemy 
will  not  be  able  to  make  an  Attempt  this  Year  to  pass  them. 

General  Sullivan  had  been  dispatched  by  Lord  Howe 
with  a Flag  of  Truce  to  the  Congress.  Private  Letters  Say 
that  the  Tenor  of  his  Commission  was  to  endeavor  to  Set  on 
foot  a Treaty  for  a Reconcilation,  by  offering  those  Terms  to 
the  Congress,  which  they  stipulated  for  in  their  several 
Petitions  to  the  King;  tis  true,  that  the  Congress  have  nom- 
inated three  of  their  Members  (Doct^  Franklin,  M^  John 
Adams  & M^  Edw^  Rutledge)  to  go  to  New  York,  but  whether 
to  confer  with  Lord  Howe  as  Report  says,  or  to  transact 
other  Business  is  as  yet  uncertain ; I think  this  Maneuvre  of 
Lord  Howe’s  is  a certain  Sign  of  his  Weakness,  for  it  is  not 
likely,  that  a Commander  in  chief  vested  with  plenary  Powers, 
would  ever  treat,  if  he  could  conquer;  however  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  Congress  will  reject  any  Proposals  that  may 
be  made  to  them  as  dependent  States,  & as  yet  we  have  no 
Reason  to  expect  those  of  a different  Nature. 

I cannot  conclude  this  Letter  without  congratulating  you 
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on  the  favorable  Aspect  of  our  American  affairs. 

The  Main  Body  of  the  British  Army  which  was  to  carry 
Desolation  & Submission  throughout  the  whole  Continent, 
now  remains  inactive  before  New  York,  in  all  the  Impotence 
of  Fear  & Irresolution;  The  Season  of  the  Campaign  is  almost 
finished;  Their  Troops  must  Soon  be  carried  into  Quarters, 
& the  British  Ministry  must  either  relinquish  this  Plan  of 
subjucating  the  Continent,  or  they  must  Send  over  a very 
large  Reinforcement  at  the  Expence  of  additional  Millions, 
which  the  ruinous  & exhausted  State  of  their  Finances,  will 
certainly  not  admit  of. 

Besides  the  House  of  Bourbon  (like  the  Sword  of 
Damocles,  Suspended  over  them  by  a Single  Thread)  is  ready 
to  take  the  Alarm  at  the  least  favorable  Appearance  of  their 
Success. 

I herein  inclose  you  Some  of  the  latest  American  Papers 
& Shall  forward  you  others  with  Copies  of  these  Letters  by 
the  next  Opportunity. 

I am  with  unfeigned  Regard  Sir 

Your  obed^  h^^®  serv^ 
Bingham 

PS.  I Shall  Send  you  the  Gazettes  &c  under  Cover  of 
the  Generals  Dispatches 

[Endorsed]  M^  Bingham  S^  Pierre  Martinique  SepF  29^^  1776 


JEREMIAH  WADSWORTH  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Saw  Pitts  9th  Octob  1776 

Dear  Sir 

Your  Favour  of  the  6th  Inst^  I rec*^  Yesterday  by  the 
return^  Post  who  was  flying  and  I cou’d  not  acknowledge  it 
by  him  Is  it  Possible  that  Cap^  Mortimer  has  forgot  his  en- 
gagements. You  remember  how  often  I urged  Cotton  to 
clinch  that  Rigging.  However  I am  surprised  at  Nothing  the 
daily  disappointments  I meet  with,  prepare  me  to  believe  any 
thing.  The  Rigers  I believe  will  do  as  they  please  about  the 
pric  of  their  Labour  or  quit;  Curse  on  such  double  dealing. 


JEREMIAH  WADSWORTH. 
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I think  this  Country  is  older  in  fraud  & Chicanery  than  G 
Britain.  This  day  several  Ships  & Tenders  Passed  Fort 
Washington  and  penetrated  through  all  our  Cheaveaux 
D’frieze,  Sunken  Vessels  & y®  Devil  knows  what,  and  have 
arrived  safe  on  Taupon  Sea  a wide  place  about  4 Leagues 
above  the  Bridge.  This  will  obstruct  our  Navigation  down 
that  River  & bring  us  to  y®  Necessity  of  much  Land  Carriage 
and  if  the  Enemy  effectually  Stop  the  Navigation  of  the  Sound 
their  will  be  great  difficulty  in  supporting  our  Army.  I hope 
to  see  Your  Brother  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia  if  I can 
possibly  leave  this  place  I will  come  and  see  You  soon,  but  I 
have  a most  arduous  task  here  the  People  from  Connecticut 
who  I have  imployed  as  Carters  are  all  home  Sick  and  they 
are  as  troublesome  a set  of  Beings  as  ever  were  made.  I 
Assure  You  I never  had  so  much  on  My  hands,  and  never  did 
I feel  so  much  concern‘d  for  the  Welfare  of  this  Country. 
Where  is  our  New  Army,  it  can  not  be  raised  out  of  the  Old 
One.  And  their  is  nothing  begun  towards  raiseing  it  any  way. 
only  Granting  an  Army  is  doing  Nothing.  Heaven  will 
support  our  Cause  say  the  good  very  good  People  if  we  will 
be  less  wicked  &c  they  expect  to  do  it  by  dint  of  Praying, 
they  have  Forgot  the  Fable  of  the  Waggoner,  they  will  not 
put  too  the  Shoulder  & the  Whip.  I am  very  greatly  Mortified 
that  You  are  so  disappointed  about  the  Ship,  and  I suppose 
the  Communication  with  the  Jersys  will  be  cut  of  or  greatly 
Obstructed  but  if  it  should  be  otherwise  I dont  see  as  any 
hemp  will  be  had.  the  Devil  has  got  footing  among  all  orders 
of  Men  and  we  are  going  at  a great  rate  to  mine  unless  a 
speedy  alteration  takes  place,  half  the  World  are  speculating. 
I fear  the  Person  who  dispatched  about  the  Hemp  deserves  a 
Neckcloth  of  it.  I have  no  news  from  him  Yet.  I have  stole 
time  from  the  Hours  of  Sleep  to  Write  You  this  Long  Letter 
which  can  only  serve  to  add  to  Your  Mortification,  present  my 
Comp®  to  all  friends  at  Wethersfield,  and  excuse  any  incorrect- 
ness believe  that  I am 

D Sir  Your  most  Obedient  Hum*^  ser*^ 

Jere^  Wadsworth 
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[Superscribed]  To  Barnabas  Dkane  Esq^  In  Wethersfield 
[Endorsed]  Cap*  Jere  Wadsworth  Octo  9**^  1776. 


LETTER  FROM  ARTHUR  LEE 

Dear  Sir 

The  inclosd  will  inform  you,  how  much  the  fortune  of 
war  has  been  against  us  on  Long  Island.  We  must  hope  for 
better  in  future.  It  is  some  thing  remarkable,  that  the 
Prisoners  consist  entirely  of  middle  Colony-men;  which  makes 
me  hope  that  the  New-Englanders  under  Putnam,  & the 
southern  men  under  Washington  will  behave  with  more  valour 
& skill,  so  as  to  leave  them  at  least  a victory  cruenta  atque 
luctuora.  Howe’s  Army  was  upwards  of  20,000.  The  Ameri- 
cans were  only  [ ] ,000.  Such  a superiority  in  numbers  might 

well  obtain  a victory;  but  I own  the  cheapness  of  it  surprises 
me. 

While  I was  abroad  a proclamation  was  issued  here  to 
recall  all  Medeterranean  Passes.  The  intention  of  that  prob- 
ably was  to  expose  our  Vessels  to  the  depredations  of  the 
Algerines.  You  will  therefore  consider  of  the  propriety  of 
immediately  remedying  that,  by  the  intervention  of  our  friends 
with  you,  & apprizing  the  Committee  of  it  with  all  possible 
dispatch. 

The  inclosd  Letter  is  from  the  Daughter  of  him  whose 
name  it  bears.  Her  anxiety  to  apprize  her  friends  of  her 
health  & situation  prevails  upon  me  to  take  the  liberty  of 
troubling  you  with  it,  to  be  sent  in  your  dispatches. 

I receivd  our  friend  C®  letter  by  the  way  of  Pall  Mall, 
& shall  answer  it  soon.  If  the  Alderman  is  with  you,  give  my 
love  to  him,  & inform  him  that  all  at  N°  33  are  well. 

The  fate  of  L.  Island  will  I hope  quicken  the  Aids,  which 
will  become  every  day,  more  & more  necessary.  Remember 
me  to  the  Chevalier. 

Oc*  1776 


Adieu 


JEAN  ROBRUHN. 
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JEAN  ROBRUHN  TO  SILAS  DEANE^ 
Monsieur! 

J’ay  L’honnur  de  vous  accompagner  cy  Indus  une  lettre 
qui  m’a  ete  Remis  pour  vous  Monsieur  de  la  part  de  Monsieur 
le  Baron  d’Arendt  officier  Prussien,  qui  vient  de  S’Embarquer 
depuis  avant  hier  dans  un  Vaisseau  frangais  pour  la  Martin- 
ique & de  la  yl  se  precipitera  pour  s’y  Rendre  aupres  de  Hon- 
norable  Congre.  ce  Seigneur  se  flatte  de  Recevoir  une  lettre 
favorable  de  votre  part  Monsieur  aupres  du  honnorable 
Congre.  Si  done  que  Monsieur  n’aurait  pas  Encore  fait  passer 
une  Lettre  a Monsieur  Delap  d’icy,  oseray  Je  vous  prier 
Monsieur  de  vouloir  me  la  faire  parvenir,  puisque  ayant  des 
occasions  tres  favorable  a la  faire  tennir  promptem^  a 
Monsieur  le  Baron. 

Au  Reste  J’oseray  avancer  a Monsieur  que  e’est  un  offi- 
cier d’un  Merite  Distingue  & d’une  Qualite  Superieure  pour 
son  Etat 

J’ay  L’honneur  d’Etre  avec  un  Entier  Devouement 
Monsieur 

Votre  tres  humble  & tres 

obeissant  Serviteur 
Jean  Robruhn 

Bordeaux  le  26®  8^'’®  1776. 

a Monsieur  Siea  Deane 

a L’hotel  de  Villars  a Paris. 


1 

Sir, 

I have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a letter  which  has  been 
handed  me  for  you,  Sir,  from  Baron  d’Arendt,  a Prussian  officer,  who 
has  just  embarked  day  before  yesterday  on  a French  ship  for  Martin- 
ique, and  from  there  he  will  hasten  to  appear  before  the  Honorable 
Congress.  This  gentleman  hopes  to  receive  a favorable  letter  from 
you.  Sir,  to  the  Honorable  Congress.  If  you  have  not  yet  sent  a letter 
to  Monsieur  Delap  from  here,  may  I venture  to  ask  you.  Sir,  to  please 
send  it  to  me,  since  I have  very  favorable  opportunities  for  getting  it 
promptly  into  the  hands  of  the  Baron. 

Moreover  I shall  venture  to  suggest  to  you  that  he  is  an  officer  of 
distinguished  merit  and  of  superior  capacity  for  his  rank. 
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COMMISSION  FROM  THE  CONTINENTAL 

CONGRESS 

The  Delegates  of  the  united  States  of  New  hampshire, 
Massachusetts-bay,  Rhode  island  Connecticut,  New  york. 
New  jersey,  Pensylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia 
North-carolina  South-carolina  and  Georgia,  to  all,  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  send  greeting 

Whereas  a trade  upon  equal  terms  between  the  subjects 
of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  the  king  of  France  and  the 
people  of  these  states  will  be  beneficial  to  both  nations  Know 
ye,  therefore,  that  we  confiding  in  the  prudence  and  integrity 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from 
the  state  of  Pensylvania  and  president  of  the  convention  of 
the  said  state  & Silas  Deane,  late  a delegate  from  the  state  of 
Connecticut  and  Arthur  Lee,  counsellor  at  Law,  have  appoint- 
ed and  deputed  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint  and  depute 
them  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin,  Silas  Deane  and  Arthur 
Lee  our  commissioners,  giving  and  granting  to  them  the  said 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Silas  Deane  and  Arthur  Lee,  or  to  any 
two  of  them,  and  in  case  of  the  death  absence  or  disability  of 
any  two,  to  any  one  of  them  full  power  to  communicate  treat, 
agree  and  conclude  with  his  most  Christian  Majesty  the  king 
of  France,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  by  him  be 
for  that  purpose  authorised,  of  and  upon  a true  and  sincere 
friendship  and  a firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace  for  the 
defence  protection  and  safety  of  the  navigation  and  mutual 
commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and 
the  people  of  the  united  states,  and  to  do  all  other  things, 
which  may  conduce  to  those  desireable  ends,  and  promising  in 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  entire  devotion,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 
Jean  Robruhn. 

Bordeaux,  October  26th,  1776. 

To  M,  Sir.AS  Deane, 

at  the  Hotel  de  Villars,  in  Paris. 


JOHN  HANCOCK. 
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good  faith  to  ratify  whatsoever  our  said  commissioners  shall 
transact  in  the  premisses 

Done  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia  the  twenty  third  day  of 
October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy  six.  In  testimony  whereof  the  president  by  order 
of  the  said  congress  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and 
affixed  his  Seal. 

John  Hancock  Presid^  (Seal) 
Attest  Cha^  Thomson  Sec^. 


JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Phii^ad^  Nov**  2^  1776 
Sir 

Inclos’d  you  have  the  Comiss®  for  the  Officers  of  the 
Frigate  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  call’d  the  Trumbull  you 
will  perceive  the  Lieuten®  Commissions  are  not  fill’d,  I did  not 
know  but  some  Alteration  might  have  taken  place,  tho’  we  have 
only  the  Names  of  the  first  & second  Lieu^®  Viz^  Jonathan 
Maltbay  1®^  Lieu^  & David  Phipps  2^  Lieu^  if  they  agree  to 
go,  you  will  then  please  to  fill  them  up  with  their  Names,  & 
you  with  the  Cap*  & Huntingdon  appoint  the  3^^  Lieu*,  or 
if  the  others  decline  you  will  in  the  same  manner  proceed  to 
Appoint  others  in  their  Stead  you  have  also  Blank  Warrants  to 
be  fill’d  with  proper  Officers  to  be  Appointed  in  the  same 
manner.  You  will  return  to  me  a List  of  the  Names  of  all  the 
Officers  both  Commission  & Warrant  as  soon  as  possible  after 
they  are  fill’d.  You  have  also  Inclos’d  the  Books,  & some  new 
Regulations.  I Refer  you  to  your  Brother  who  takes  Charge 
of  this  for  every  other  Instruction  relative  to  the  Frigate. 

I wish  you  happy  & am  with  Respect,  Sir 
Your  very  hum®  se* 

John  Hancock  Pre® 

Barnabas  Dejan  Esq** 

You  have  Blank  Commiss®  for  Marine  Officers,  which  are 
to  be  Appointed  in  same  manner  as  mention’d  before,  of 
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these  you  will  also  return  a List.  Take  care  of  the  spare 
Warrants  & Commiss®  either  Return  them  to  me  or  destroy 
them  I think  there  has  been  neither  Cap^  nor  Lieutenants  for 
the  Comp^  of  Marines  appointed,  that  you  must  appoint  the 
whole 

[Endorsed]  Hon^^  Jn°  Hancock  Esq^  Nov^  2^  1776 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy 

S^  Pierre  Martinique  Nov^  10*^^  177 [6] 

Silas  Deane  Bsq^ 

Sir 

Above  you  will  find  Copy  of  my  last  Respects  Since  which 
have  not  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  any  of  your  much 
esteemed  favors.  The  GenH  at  Bordeaux  to  whom  I trans- 
mitted some  of  my  Letters  for  you  has  acknowledged  the 
Receipt  of  them  & informs  me  that  he  had  carefully  forwarded 
them. 

This  I expect  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  M^  W"^  Hodge 
of  Philadelphia,  who  is  entrusted  with  Some  important  Dis- 
patches by  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence;  And  as 
I have  no  doubt  of  your  being  fully  informed  of  every 
interesting  Peice  of  Intelligence  thro  the  Medium  of  their 
Dispatches,  I almost  think  it  needless  to  expatiate  at  large  upon 
them. 

The  Result  of  the  Conference  betwixt  the  Committee  of 
Delegates  & Lord  & Gen^  Howe,  you  will  find  published  in 
the  Gazettes  by  order  of  Congress.  The  Evacuation  of  New 
York  by  Gen^  Washington  may  perhaps  at  first  raise  the 
Spirits  of  our  Enemies  & make  a deeper  Impression  upon  the 
Minds  of  our  Friends,  than  this  prudent  Maneuvre  of  our 
Generals  merits.  It  Saved  the  Destruction  of  an  elegant  & 
once  opulent  City,  which  the  Ships  under  Command  of  Lord 
Howe  might  at  any  Time  have  laid  in  Ashes.  Our  Army  is 
now  strongly  entrenched  on  New  York  Island  & at  Kings- 
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bridge  & bid  Defiance  to  the  Enemy;  Gen^  Howe  finds  him- 
self identically  in  the  Same  Situation,  that  he  was  in  at  Boston, 
having  the  Command  of  the  Sea,  but  at  Land  Surround- 
by  our  Troops. 

There  is  to  be  established  betwixt  this  Island  & the 
Continent  a Number  of  fast  Sailing  well  appointed  Vessels, 
which  are  intended  for  the  Purpose  of  Commerce,  as  well  as 
to  convey  Dispatches  to  & from  this  Place ; I therefore  expect 
henceforward  to  have  a regular  & punctual  Supply  of  News, 
all  which  I Shall  duly  & carefully  transmit  to  you ; The  Hon’^*® 
the  Committee  desired  that  when  I Should  write  to  you,  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  your  contriving  some  Way  of 
sending  me  the  English  Irish  & French  News  Papers,  political 
Publications  &c  in  order  that  they  may  be  furnished  therewith. 
I think  they  may  be  sent  under  cover  to  the  General  with  his 
Dispatches  or  by  any  other  Conveyance  that  you  may  think 
preferable. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Regard  & Esteem 
Sir  Your  obed*  hble  serv^ 

Bingham 

[Endorsed]  Bingham  Martinique  Novemb^  10th  1777 


JOSEPH  AND  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  TO  BARNABAS 

DEANE 

Providence  Nov^  15.  1776 

Barnabas  Deane, 

Sir 

We  are  now  to  acknowledge  the  Rec^  of  Your  Favours 
under  the  28^^  Ult®  & 6^^  Ins*^  which  came  to  our  Hands  but 
a few  Days  since,  otherwise  should  have  been  replied  to  be- 
fore. We  embraced  the  first  Opportunity  & wrote  M^  Mum- 
ford  sending  him  an  Extract  of  Your  Letter  desiring  the  Iron 
Caboose  might  be  omitted  & wishing  that  it  might  not  do  any 
Damage  to  him  as  we  had  no  other  View  in  the  Matter  than 
to  obige  You  & render  a Peice  of  Service  to  the  Continental 
Ship  under  Your  Care  and  we  could  have  wished  the  Matter 
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had  so  ended;  but  are  sorry  to  tell  You  that  he  holds  us  to 
our  Engagement  as  You  will  see  by  his  Letter  to  us  of  Yester- 
days Date  which  we  here  enclose. 

We  think  it  rather  unfortunate  that  You  did  not  know 
sooner  that  You  could  have  the  Iron  Caboose  made  at  Nor- 
wich as  no  Doubt  it  would  have  come  much  cheaper  & have 
been  more  convenient  t[o]  You  to  have  it  made  there  than 
here.  However  we  really  think  ourselves  justifiable  in  agree- 
ing with  him  for  it  after  the  Rec^  of  Your  Letter  of  the  26^^ 
Sep^  which  is  as  follows  ‘‘I  want  for  the  Frigate  under  my 
Direction  an  Iron  Caboose  or  Furnace  the  same  Size  that  You 
have  for  Your  smallest  Frigate,  You  will  much  oblige  me  and 
serve  the  Publick  at  the  same  Time  if  You  can  procure  & 
send  me  one  of  them.  Our  Forecastle  to  the  Ship  I believe  is 
lower  than  Yours ; perhaps  it  may  make  some  little  Difference 
in  the  Height  of  the  Furnace” 

The  foregoing  being  a true  State  of  this  Matter  we  trust, 
Sir,  You  will  not  blame  us  for  what  we  have  done  as  our 
Intention  was  to  serve  You  in  Return  for  the  Services  You 
have  rendered  the  Naval  Committee  about  the  Spars.  You 
will  please  to  favor  us  with  a Line  by  the  first  Opportunity 
that  we  may  not  have  any  Difference  with  Mumford  which 
we  would  wish  to  avoid. 

The  Naval  Committee  thank  You  for  the  Information 
of  the  two  large  Spars  which  got  loose  in  the  Sound  and  we 
have  wrote  to  Nath^  Shaw  of  New  London  to  use  his  best 
Endeavours  to  get  them  from  Fishers’  & Long  Island  to  New 
London  & from  thence  here;  they  are  also  glad  that  all  the 
Spars  are  brought  in  from  New  Hartford  and  observe  Your 
kind  Intention  of  sending  them  here  which  we  hope  You  will 
soon  find  an  Opportunity  of  doing  before  the  Season  much 
farther  advances. 

In  Behalf  of  Mess^®  Jos  & Will™  Russell 
I am.  Sir,  with  due  Respect, 

Your  obed^  Serv* 

Jo:  Doeb:  Russeee 

[Endorsed]  Jo  & W™  Russell  Nov**  15'^  1776 


ANDREW  IvIMOZIN. 
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ANDREW  LIMOZIN  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Sir 

I receive  with  the  greatest  pleasure  your  favour  of  the 
20^^  instant,  covering  me  a Letter  from  our  worthy  friends 
Mess^®  Willing  Morris  & Co  had  I known  that  they  had  given 
you  a Letter  for  me,  I would  have  done  my  self  the  honour  to 
write  to  you  before,  and  to  offer  you  the  tender  of  my  best 
Services  in  this  place,  but  I hope  I shall  have  the  plasure  to 
see  you  in  this  Town,  I have  a good  bed  at  my  house  of  which 
you  can  dispose  with  all  freedom;  you  cant  do  me  a greater 
pleasure  than  to  accept  it. 

I have  receivd  Monday  last  with  the  greatest  Joy  a Letter 
from  our  Said  mutuall  worthy  friends  acquainting  me  of  the 
Safe  arrivall  of  the  Morris,  Thomas  Bell  Master  and  of  the 
Safe  landing  of  his  whole  Cargoe  and  parcells. 

they  are  extreamely  well  pleas’d  with  my  behaviour.  & 
promise  me  large  consignments  during  this  Winter : their 
Letter  is  dated  the  16^^  august  Last  forwarded  by  the  Dispatch 
Cleveland  Master,  they  give  me  a large  order  but  I cant 
fullfill  it,  for  the  following  reasons. 

frst  order  me  to  Charter  a french  Vessell  I cant  find 
one  without  I stand  bond  towards  the  owners  for  her  value, 
& towards  the  Ships  Crew  for  their  wages,  untill  their  return 
to  this  place. 

2nd  observe  me  that  the  ship  must  be  at  their  Port  in 
January,  it  will  take  at  least  Six  weeks  to  get  the  Goods  ready 
from  the  Manufactory,  and  yet  there  are  good  many  which 
they  want  promise  to  deliver  before  four  Months,  had  they 
done  wch,  they  would  have  given  me  orders  to  purchase  on 
their  acc^  a Suitable  Ship  for  their  expedition,  I would  have 
hird  on  the  most  reasonnable  terms  a Ships  Crew,  and  would 
have  answer d for  their  wages  because  I would  have  taken 
care  to  get  them  insurd  with  the  Ships  value,  and  I would  have 
sent  them  all  the  goods  which  I can  get  ready  within  Six 
weeks,  it  is  very  unlucky  that  Capt“  Cleveland  has  had  such 
a long  passage,  they  might  have  likewise  orderd  me  to  Ship, 
for  Cape  francis  or  for  S^  Peter  Miquelon  the  Goods  that  they 
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order  me ; I might  have  sent  them  by  that  opportunity  all  the 
Stores  that  the  Country  may  be  in  need  of,  & every  thing 
would  have  been  done  with  the  greatest  Secret ; I cant  explain 
you  how  Sorry  I am  of  all  these  disappointments,  because  I 
am  afraid  that  they  will  think  that  their  orders  are  not  full- 
filld  thro’  want  of  Confidence  which  is  not  the  case,  for  when 
their  orders  would  amount  to  the  double  of  the  money,  I would 
perform  them,  if  you  resolve  to  come  here.  I’ll  shew  you  their 
Letter,  and  all  the  different  answers  which  I have  receivd  from 
the  Sundry  Manufactories;  You’ll  oblidge  me  very  much  to 
give  me  as  soon  as  possible  your  advice  about  it;  had  I the 
pleasure  to  converse  with  you  a day  only,  it  would  be  very 
usefull  to  me 

I am  very  much  afraid  of  a Warr  betwen  our  Court  and 
Great  Brittain,  what  do  you  think  of  it.  if  I was  sure  of  it, 
it  would  be  very  usefull  to  me,  because  I have  on  hand  large 
parcells  of  West  Indias  Goods  which  would  sell  much  beter, 
if  such  a Warr  should  break. 

Expecting  to  hear  from  you  fuller  I remain  with  the 
greatest  reguard 

Sir  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

And"^  Limozin 

Havre  de  Grace  23^^^  novemb'’  1776 

do  you  know  where  Morris  Junior  is,  and  how  to 
direct  to  him.  Mess^®  Willing  Morris  and  Co  mentionn  me 
that  he  is  in  f ranee,  and  desiren  me  to  write  to  him  directly  I 
cant  do  it  before  I know  how  to  direct  to  him. 

Silas  Deane  Esquire  Paris 

[Endorsed]  Harve  du  Grace  Lettre  from  Mon^  And.  Limozin 
23^"  Nov*-  1776 

SAMUEL  BEALL^  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

S’-  Eustatia  26  Nov*-  [1776] 

Dear  Sir 

Your  much  [es]teeme[d]  favour  of  the  of  Sept*-  came 


1 See  note  p.  22. 
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to  hand  yesterday.  I have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  I ari^^  here 
the  26^^  Ult°  after  an  agreeable  passage  of  forty  Six  days.  I 
am  of  opinion  a House  settled  here  by  a person  who  has  good 
connexions  in  America  would  answer  very  well  on  the  plan  you 
propse,  5 P will  pay  all  the  losses  in  Vessels  trading  from 
this  to  the  States  since  June  last,  there  has  been  a constant 
trade  here  since  that  time  and  continues  to  increase.  Vessels 
are  daily  arriving  and  returning,  It  will  not  suit  me  by  any 
means  to  continue  here.  I shall  sail  this  Week  in  an  Armed 
Br’g  for  Ph^  and  as  soon  as  I arrive  I shall  proceed  to  Virginia 
and  settle  at  a convenient  secure  port  near  the  capes,  where  I 
propose  trading  as  largely  in  Tobacco  as  the  times  will  permit 
I shall  particularly  attend  to  your  Interest,  and  hope  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  make  a pleasing  remittance  in  Tobacco. 

I must  refer  you  to  Doctor  Franklin  for  News. 

I am  Sir  with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Most  Ob^  Servant 

SamuEi.  Beaee  3° 

[Superscribed]  To  Sieas  Deane  Esq^  to  the  care  of  Mess*"® 
S.  & J.  H.  Delap  Merchants  Bordeaux 
Bordeaux  — March  1777  Received  & forwarded  by  Sr  Your 
Hble  Serv*®  S & J H Delap 
[Endorsed]  From  M^  Beal  S*  Eustatia 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy 

S’^  Pierre  Martinique  Nov  30*^^  1776 

Sir 

Above  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects  since  which  have 
received  Copy  of  your  much  esteemed  favor  of  the  25th  Sept^ 
as  well  as  those  directed  for  the  Committee  of  Secret  Corre- 
spondence & for  M*’  Robert  Morris,  which  after  taking  Copies 
of,  I duly  forwarded  with  the  other  Inclosures. 

Your  Observations  on  the  Government  of  the  Colonies  or 
rather  States  of  America  are  very  shrewd  & pertinent;  We 
have  the  Wisdom  & Experience  of  Ages  to  be  guided  by  & I 
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hope  we  shall  form  as  perfect  a Constitution  for  America,  as 
the  Nature  of  Government  will  admit;  perfect  it  cannot  be, 
for  every  System  of  human  Invention  is  liable  to  many  Im- 
perfections. Even  the  Jewish  Theocracy  did  not  answer  the 
End  for  which  it  was  originally  instituted  & the  divine 
Presence  in  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum  did  not  insure  entire 
Purity  in  Religion  nor  Peace  in  the  State.  The  English 
Constitution  must  be  our  Guide.  In  its  original  Purity,  as 
settled  at  the  Revolution,  it  was  equal  to  any  that  a People 
were  ever  blessed  with;  it  was  composed  of  an  Assemblage 
of  Laws,  Institutions,  & Customs,  solely  directed  to  the  Happi- 
ness of  the  People ; & whilst  this  boasted  Constitution  was  the 
Rule,  by  which  “Kings  reigned  & Princes  decreed  Justice”,  we 
might  call  ourselves  a free  & favored  People. 

Herewith  you  will  find  some  important  Dispatches  which 
I was  desired  to  forward  you  by  the  first  Opportunity;  I like- 
wise send  you  the  last  Gazettes,  by  which  you  will  find  that 
General  Howe  had  evacuated  New  York,  & retired  to  New 
Rochelle,  & that  our  Army  was  in  daily  expectation  of  a 
general  Engagement.  Gen^  Washington  has  hitherto  cautiously 
avoided  a pitched  Battle,  & has  endeavoured  by  harrassing  & 
distressing  the  Enemy,  to  break  their  Spirit  & their  Numbers. 
I have  no  doubt  but  our  Troops  will  engage  with  great  Ardor, 
& with  an  high  opinion  of  the  Battle,  they  are  going  to  fight; 
They  are  strongly  animated  with  Antipathy,  with  Resentment, 
& with  all  the  Passions,  which  inspire  obstinate  Bravery. 

I shall  take  Care  duly  to  attend  to  your  Instructions, 
respecting  the  addressing  of  your  Letters  so  that  they  may 
safely  get  to  hand  & Shall  inclose  them  all  under  Cover  to 
Mess  Germany  Gerardot  & C°  Banquiers  at  Paris 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  &c^ 

ANDREW  LIMOZIN  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
Sir 

The  Gentleman  to  whom  you  gave  your  favour  of  the  30^^ 
ulP  for  me  deliverd  it  to  me  yesterday,  and  in  Consequence 
therof  I have  payd  him  30  Louis  dors,  making  720  Louis  for 
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which  I have  Chargd  your  acc*^  D^.  The  said  Gentleman  with 
his  two  Companions  dine  with  me  this  day,  your  health,  and 
that  of  their  Lucky  Voyage  shall  not  be  forgotten;  you  may 
rely  your  Self  entirely  on  me,  and  I shall  always  esteem  my 
self  happy  to  be  usefull  to  you  a Gentlemen  whose  father  is 
settled  and  born  in  Phil,  wrote  to  me  on  the  26^*^  ult°  from 
London,  where  he  is  since  four  Months  to  settle  some  accounts, 
& from  whence  I expect  him  within  a Month  or  Six  Weeks. 

a few  days  ago  the  British  Government  receivd  advice  that 
Gen^  Carlton  had  got  down  Lake  Champlain  to  Crown  Point, 
and  destroy’d  twelve  of  the  americans  armd  Vessells  out  of 
fifteen,  or  rather  they  distroyed  the  greater  part  of  them  them- 
selves, the  Regular  force  being  much  Superior  to  that  of  the 
Provincialls  on  the  Lakes,  this  is  within  twelve  or  fifteen 
Miles  of  Ticonderago  which  is  the  Post  that  the  americans 
mean  to  make  the  Grandstand.  Gen^  Carlton,  writes  that  it 
is  uncertain  wether  the  army  will  get  any  further  this  Winter 
or  not  there,  for  we  may  conclude  he  is  afraid  to  attack  the 
amer“®  when  their  army  is  as  it  is  but  a Short  distance  that 
they  are  apart.  It’s  reported  that  How  hath  attacked  Kings 
Bridge,  that  the  Provincials  lost  Seven  thousand  Men  & the 
regulars  only  fifteen  Hundred;  I believe  you  may  rely  on  this 
not  being  true,  as  I don’t  find  the  least  foundation  for  it 

I am  sorry  that  you  had  not  the  leisure  to  reply  to  my 
formers,  for  I was  very  desirous  to  receive  your  advice  about 
what  I wrote  to  you  on  the  orders  which  I have  receivd  from 
our  Mutuall  Friends,  and  to  have  your  reply  about  the  Regi- 
mentall  Metall  Buttons,  if  I could  be  usefull  to  you  on  more 
important  Business,  I beg  of  you  to  not  Spare  me  in  the  least 
manner,  you’ll  find  me  punctuall  and  a hot  friend  deserving 
your  Friendship 

I remain  with  the  Greatest  regard 

Sir  Your  most  obed  & humb.  Serv^ 

And'^  Limozin 

the  5*^^  Decemb^  1776 
Silas  Deane  Esquire  Paris 

[Endorsed]  Dec^  5 1776  Lettre  du  havre  d®  Mon®  Limozin 
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AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

AND  SILAS  DEANE.i 

Le  desir  que  Monsieur  le  Marquis  de  la  fayette  marque, 
de  Servir  dans  les  troupes  des  Etats  unis  de  L’amerique 
Septentrionale,  et  L’interet  qu’il  prend  a la  justice  de  leur 
cause,  luy  faisant  Souhaiter  des  occasions  de  Se  distinguer  a 
la  guerre,  a de  S’y  rendre  utile  autant  qu’il  Sera  en  luy ; Mais 
ne  pouvant  Se  flater  d’obtenir  L'agrement  de  Sa  famille  pour 
Servir  en  Pays  etranger  et  passer  les  mers,  qu’autant  qu’il  y 
iroit  comme  Officier  General.  J’ay  cru  ne  pouvoir  mifux 
Servir  mon  Pay  et  mes  commettants  qu’en  luy  accordant  au 
nom  du  tres  honorable  Congres,  le  grade  de  Major  general  que 


1 The  desire  manifested  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  of  serving  in 
the  Forces  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  interest 
which  he  takes  in  the  justice  of  their  cause  have  led  him  to  desire 
opportunities  of  distinguishing  himself  in  the  war  and  of  rendering 
such  services  as  may  be  within  his  power.  Since,  however,  he  cannot 
expect  to  obtain  the  consent  of  his  family  to  serve  in  a foreign  country 
and  to  cross  the  sea,  unless  in  the  quality  of  a General  Officer,  I have 
concluded  that  I cannot  better  serve  my  country  and  those  to  whom  I 
am  responsible  than  by  granting  him,  in  the  name  of  the  very  Honor- 
able Congress,  the  grade  of  Major  General,  which  commission  I beg  the 
States  to  confirm,  ratify  and  bestow  upon  him  to  hold  and  to  take  rank 
from  this  day  forward  with  the  General  Officers  of  the  same  grade. 
His  noble  lineage,  his  connections,  the  high  dignities  exercised  by  his 
family  at  this  Court,  his  ample  possessions  in  this  Kingdom,  his  per- 
sonal worth,  his  reputation,  his  disinterestedness,  and  above  all  his  zeal 
for  the  liberty  of  our  Colonies  have  alone  influenced  me  in  promising 
to  him  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  the  aforesaid  rank  of  Major 
General.  In  witness  whereof,  I have  signed  these  presents.  Done  at 
Paris,  this  seventh  of  December,  One  thousand.  Seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

Upon  the  above  conditions  I stand  ready  and  promise  to  depart,  at 
such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  M*"  Deane  shall  judge  advisable,  to 
serve  the  aforesaid  States  with  all  possible  zeal  without  any  allowance 
or  special  pay,  reserving  only  the  freedom  of  returning  to  Europe, 
when  my  family  or  my  King  shall  recall  me.  Done  at  Paris,  this 
seventh  of  December,  1776. 


The  Marquis  de  Lafayette. 
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je  Supplie  les  etats  de  luy  confirmer,  ratifier  et  en  faire 
Expedier  la  Commission  pour  tenir  et  prendre  rang  a compter 
de  ce  jour,  avec  les  Officiers  Generaux  du  meme  grade.  Sa 
haute  naissance,  Ses  alliances,  Ees  grandes  dignites  que  Sa 
famille  possede  en  cette  Cour,  Ses  biens  considerables  en  ce 
Royaume,  Son  merite  personnel,  Sa  reputation.  Son  des- 
interessement,  et  Surtout  Son  zele  pour  la  liberte  de  nos 
Provinces,  m’ont  Seuls  pu  engager  a luy  faire  la  promesse  du 
dit  grade  de  major  general,  au  nom  des  dits  Etats  unis.  En 
foy  de  quoy  j’ay  Signe  le  present,  fait  a Paris  ce  Sept  mil 
Sept  cens  Soixante-Seize. 

Aux  conditions  cy  dessus,  je  m’offre  et  promet  de  partir 
quand  et  comme  Monsieur  Deane  le  jugera  a propos,  pour 
Servir  Lesd.  Etats  avec  tout  le  zele  possible  Sans  aucune 
pension  ny  traitement  particulier,  me  reservant  Seulement  la 
Eiberte  de  revenir  en  Europe,  Lorsque  ma  famille  ou  mon  Roy 
me  r’apelleront.  Fait  a Paris  ce  Sept  1776. 

Le  de  eafayette 

[Endorsed]  Agreement  with  the  Marq.  d®  La  fayette. 


ANDREW  LIMOZIN  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Havre  de  Grace  12^^  Decemb^  1776 
Sir 

I did  my  self  yesterday  the  honour  to  write  to  you,  and  to 
beg  of  you  to  remitt  an  enclosd  to  Morris  J®^  at  his  arrivall 
I am  favoured  with  your  respected  of  the  10^^  inclosing  me 
two  Letters  one  for  Colon^  Conway  another  for  M De 
Beaumarchais.  I have  handed  the  first,  as  to  the  Second,  I 
have  sent  it  to  the  said  Gentleman  by  one  of  my  clarkes  who 
remitted  it  into  M^  De  Baumarchaiss  own  hands,  but  I have 
been  informd  that  he  hath  not  been  pleasd  that  my  Clarke 
calld  him  by  his  name.  I did  not  know  that  he  had  taken  that 
of  Durand,  and  cant  tell  the  reason  why  he  hath  done  it 
since  every  Body  knows  that  he  is  here,  and  there  are  more 
than  100  Gentlemen  in  the  Town  who  know  him  personally. 
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it  is  so  publick  that  he  is  here,  that  the  Comedians  have  on 
tuesday  last  advertisd  the  Barber  of  Sevilia,  written  by 
De  Baumarchais,  and  said  as  the  author  is  in  this  Town,  we 
are  in  good  Hopes  that  he  will  favour  the  House  with  his 
Company,  that  Gentleman  is  doubtless  not  pleasd  because  I 
did  not  pay  him  a visitt,  but  I have  a very  great  reguard  for 
Good  Sense,  and  I make  a very  great  difference  between  it  and 
Witt ; had  you  nevertheless  been  so  kind  as  to  tell  me  that  he 
came  here  under  Durand’s  name,  I am  too  prudent  to  have 
orderd  then  to  call  him  otherwise.  I have  deliverd  Just  now 
to  Mons^  Le  Baron  du  Kalb  your  two  Letters  for  america. 
and  Colo  Conway  shall  receive  from  me  thirty  Louis  dors  after 
dinner  according  to  your  order 

I remain  with  the  truest  friendship  at  your  Service  Sir 

Your  most  obed^  Humble  Serv^ 
And'^  Limozin 

excuse  haste 

SiivAS  Deane  Esq^®  Paris 

[Endorsed]  1776  Letter  from  And^  Limozin  Havre  du 
Grace  12  Decern^ 


EDWARD  BANCROFT  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

[London,  December  13,  1776] 

Dear  Sir 

Yours  of  the  2^  ins^  was  delivered  to  me  last  Evening  on 
the  moment  of  its  arival.  I wrote  you  last  Tuesday  by 
M*’  Myland  & sent  you  several  Parcels  which  I hope  will  come 
safe  to  your  Hands.  I intended  to  have  written  you  P post  the 
same  Evening  but  was  unexpectedly  prevented.  This  has  been 
a day  of  Fasting  & Prayer  for  the  Subjugation  of  America. 
I have  however  in  defiance  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  been 
dining  at  Walpoles  with  some  well  disposed  Friends  & 
making  merry.  I am  however  very  uneasy  at  the  Long  delay  of 
the  Masts  Spars  & Lumber;  as  it  certainly  has  given  Admin- 
istration an  Opportunity  of  advising  L*^  Howe  of  the  Matter, 
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& preparing  for  intercepting  it.  & indeed  you  may  be  assured 
that  it  is  no  secret  here  any  more  than  in  Paris  where  I hear  it 
is  a Topic  of  general  Converstion:  Letters  from  L^  Stormont 
were  brought  last  evening  which  announce  that  DuCoudra 
had  sailed  with  some  others  for  America  & that  he  is  certainly 
to  go  by  the  circuitous  way  of  Domingo.  I hope  in  God 
that  his  Lordship  is  mistaken  respecting  the  latter  part  of  his 
News.  Gen^  Burgoyne  is  lately  arived  from  Quebec  which  he 
left  about  the  9^^  of  Nov^  he  says  that  Carlton  had  discovered 
two  or  three  Provincial  Vessels,  (which  escaped  after  the  late 
Action)  drawn  on  Shore  in  a Secluded  Bay  & Covered  over 
with  Bushes  & that  he  set  fire  to  them,  that  he  afterwards 
attempted  Repair  a part  of  Crown  Point  designing  to  Leave 
Fraser  with  4000  Troops  to  Winter  there,  that  this  project 
was  afterwards  abandoned  & all  the  Troops  brought  back  to 
Canada  where  they  are  gone  into  winter  Quarters  from  Isle 
aux  Noix  to  Quebec,  that  Carltons  Fleet  is  all  to  be  drawn  on 
shore  for  the  winter  at  Isle  aux  Noix,  where  some  works  are 
erected  and  a Garrison  is  left.  I think  however  that  the  Pro- 
vincials must  be  very  negligent  if  they  do  not  attack  & burn 
the  vessels  when  the  Ice  becomes  sufficiently  strong.  Burgoyne 
says  that  the  Provincials  had  a Considerable  Force  on  Lake 
George  (consisting  of  two  Bilanders  of  14  Guns  each,  & three 
Schooners  of  20  Guns  each  with  several  Gundolers  &c)  & that 
they  have  so  filled  up  one  of  the  Narrows  between  the  two 
Lakes,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  Transport  their 
Vessels  out  of  Lake  Champlain  into  Lake  George  without  tak- 
ing them  to  pieces  & reconstructing  them  afterwards.  & indeed 
the  impossibility  of  ever  doing  any  thing  against  the  Colonies 
by  the  way  of  Canada  becomes  every  day  more  evident.  All 
kinds  of  Flesh  Provision  was  becoming  Scarce  in  Canada  and 
there  was  but  little  prospect  of  the  arrival  of  the  Ships  sent 
from  hence  & from  Ireland.  The  Richmond  Frigate  with  two 
transports  was  met  in  the  mouth  of  the  River  S^  Lawrence 
endeavouring  to  get  up  but  from  the  Ice  and  violence  of  the 
Northwest  wind,  there  was  no  prospect  of  her  being  able  to  do 
it.  one  of  the  Transports  was  filled  with  Clothing  for  the 
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Troops  in  Canada  & several  of  them  had  bore  away  for  Hali- 
fax particularly  one  commanded  by  a Cap^  Hamilton,  which 
had  on  board  60000  Portugal  Johannes  for  paying  the  Troops. 

From  New  York  tis  said  there  is  no  News,  but  I am  pri- 
vately assured  from  a Confidential  Quarter,  that  Gov^  have 
rec'^  a Letter  from  Gen^  Howe  dated  sometime  about  the  end 
of  Oct^  & inclosing  returns  of  the  Army  &c  in  which  Letter 
Gen^  Howe  says  that  Nothing  had  then  been  done;  that  Gen^ 
Washington  was  so  advantageously  posted  & his  Army  so 
numerous  that  it  could  not  be  attacked  in  the  Lines  without 
putting  all  to  a most  desperate  Hazzard;  which  he  dared  not 
do ; that  he  should  employ  every  expedient  to  draw  Washing- 
ton out  of  his  intrenchments,  & that  in  the  mean  time  his 
Brother  L^^  Howe  would  endeavour  renew  some  Negociations 
for  Peace  in  which  he  had  still  hopes  of  Succeeding,  notwith- 
standing his  former  ill  Success.  How  idle  are  such  Hopes ! 

Administration  here  still  flatter  themselves  that  nothing  is 
to  be  feared  from  f ranee.  They  Pretend  that  the  French 
Ministry  have  promised  not  to  send  any  fleet  to  the  West 
Indies  Provided  Great  Britain  will  Solemnly  engage  not  to 
increase  her  Force  in  that  Quarter,  & to  recall  & disband  her 
Armaments  as  soon  as  the  dispute  with  the  Colonies  is  settled. 
& as  our  Ministry  are  willing  to  enter  into  such  Engagements 
they  Confidently  assert  that  the  Brest  Fleet  under  M^  du 
Chaffault,  will  not  sail  on  its  intended  Expedition.  I do  not 
Credit  these  Pretences,  but  they  may  shew  you  upon  what 
Grounds  our  great  Folks  are  proceeding.  I have  before  me 
acc^®  of  the  Sales  of  some  Quantities  of  Tobacco  here  & in 
Holland.  They  were  made  in  Consequence  of  y^  Letter  of  the 
18^^  ulF  the  Prices  have  since  risen  from  a * * * * * 


ANDREW  LIMOZIN  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Havre  de  Grace  15^^  Decemb*’  1776 
Sir 

You  are  very  good  and  indeed  too  kind  to  acknowledge 
what  you  desire  me  to  do  for  you:  if  you  should  know  me, 
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you  would  be  more  free  with  me.  for  I desire  nothing  so 
much  as  to  be  usefull  to  you.  I have  deliverd  to  Mons^  Du 
Kalb  your  two  inclosd  which  are  to  go  by  him.  God  knows 
when  he  shall  sail ; I return  you  the  two  which  I was  to  deliver 
to  Mons^  Du  Coudray,  who  is  Saild  last  night  about  eleven 
’o  Clock  in  the  Amphitrite,  I do  the  same  of  that  for  M*' 
Rogers  who  embarkd  with  him.  you’ll  find  back  likewise  that 
for  B he  hath  left  our  Town  this  Morning  at  eight  ’o  clock.  I 
suppose  you  will  have  seen  him  before  this  reacheth  you. 

That  said  ship  hath  lost  12  hours  of  fine  wind,  which  she 
cant  recover,  for  the  Wind  is  now  alterd.  oh  Lord ! is  it 
possible  to  act  thus,  to  make  Such  foolish  expences,  and  so 
much  noise  when  I have  dispatchd  the  Morris  no  body  hath 
had  the  least  hint  nor  Suspicion  about  her. 

I did  not  see  B,  and  I would  not  see  him.  Baron  Du 
Kalb  knows  him  as  well  as  I do ; and  thinks  about  the  matter  as 
I do 

as  to  postage  I desire  you  to  not  Speak  about  it ; I am  full 
rewarded  by  the  pleasure  I enjoy  to  correspond  with  you,  and 
to  find  opportunity  to  convince  you  how  Sincerely  I am 
Sir  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 
friend  and  wellwisher 

And^  Limozin 

the  author  of  the  Barber  of  Sevilia  went  to  the  Play 
according  to  the  invitation  of  the  Comedians. 

I want  much  & very  much  to  Speak  with  M*”  Morris 

Silas  Dlanl  Esquire  Paris 

[Endorsed]  15*^^  Dec^  1776  Mons  A Limozin  Lettre  d’ 

Havre  du  Grace 

WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy 

S^  PiLRRE  Martinique  Deem  24^^  1776 

Sir 

The  above  is  Copy  of  my  last  Letter,  after  closing  it  with 
such  an  high  opinion  of  American  Bravery,  it  cannot  but 
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grieve  me  to  relate  to  you  the  News  which  has  just  arrived 
here;  That  Fort  Washington,  & Fort  Lee,  have  been  taken 
by  the  British  Army;  that  10,000  of  the  Continental  Forces 
had  laid  down  their  Arms,  & that  the  Affairs  of  America  were 
in  a desperate  Situation.  This  is  the  News  that  has  been 
lately  received  in  a Vessel  which  sailed  the  24  November  from 
Philadelphia,  & which  I am  confident,  has  prompted  the 
General  to  dispatch  a Sloop  of  War  as  an  Express  to  the  Court 
of  France.  But  do  not  grieve  as  a Person  devoid  of  Hope.  I 
have  received  no  Letters  which  confirm  it,  & all  the  Accounts 
from  S^  Eustatia  directly  contradict  it.  A Single  Letter  from 
a French  Gent°  wrote  the  Day  of  the  Vessels  sailing  is  the  only 
Foundation  to  build  our  Fears  upon,  for  those  wrote  the  Day 
before  make  no  mention  of  the  Matter  but  encourage  the 
French  Speculations  to  America.  Indeed  this  Letter  does  not 
convey  to  us  the  disagreable  News  of  the  10,000  Americans 
having  laid  down  their  Arms;  that  comes  from  a different 
Source,  a French  Passenger  who  tells  it  by  Word  of  Mouth, 
he  says  that  a Gent“  in  Philadelphia  had  received  the  Account 
of  it,  the  Day  the  Vessels  Departure,  from  his  Friend  in  the 
Army;  but  what  is  very  surprizing,  no  Express  came  to  the 
Congress.  I have  taken  the  Pains  to  examine  & compare  there 
Accounts  together,  & I find  them  contradictory  & inconsistent. 

Letters  from  S^  Eustatia  give  an  Account  of  the  Loss  of 
Fort  Washington,  & Fort  Lee,  but  attended  with  some  Circum- 
stances that  reflected  honor  on  the  American  Arms.  They 
mention  that  the  British  Army  had  lost  upwards  of  4000 
Troops  in  the  Attack  & that  our  Garrison  which  they  had 
taken  Prisoners  amounted  but  to  1800  Men.  I have  made 
Enquiries  concerning  these  two  Forts  & all  that  I can  learn  is 
that  they  were  placed  in  an  advantageous  Situation  to  annoy 
the  Enemy,  if  ever  they  came  to  attack  them.  None  of  the 
Accounts  mention  that  our  Army  has  been  defeated,  or  that 
there  has  been  a general  Battle;  a few  Days  will  make  known 
the  Truth  or  Falsity  of  these  Reports,  but  I have  no  doubt 
of  their  being  entirely  fabulous  & void  of  Foundation. 

General  Burgoyne  after  the  Defeat  of  our  little  Fleet  on 
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the  Lakes,  marched  on  & attacked  Ticonderago,  where  he  met 
with  a signal  Overthrow,  being  repulsed  with  the  Loss  of  4000 
Men  ; 

These  Accounts  come  various  Ways,  directly  as  well  as 
indirectly,  so  that  I think  implicit  Confidence  may  be  put  in 
them.  To  Say  that  the  affairs  of  America  are  in  a desperate 
Situation,  whilst  we  keep  united,  is  an  Absurdity,  like  the 
Hydra  headed  Monster,  it  will  push  forth  new  Armies  in 
proportion  to  the  Numbers  defeated,  for  my  Part  I have  so 
much  of  the  vertuous  Courage  of  an  old  Roman,  as  ‘‘never  to 
despair  of  the  Commonwealth but  indeed  at  present  there 
is  not  the  least  Shadow  of  Reason,  for  I think  Matters  are 
very  favorable  for  America. 

I am  with  great  Regard  &c 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

January  2^  1777 
Sir 

The  above  is  Copy  of  what  I did  myself  the  pleasure  of 
writing  you  under  Cover  of  the  General’s  Dispatches.  I was 
right  in  my  Conjectures  concerning  the  Reports  which  I have 
alluded  to  in  the  above  Letter.  I inclose  you  herewith  a 
Boston  Gazette  of  the  5 December,  which  gives  a particular 
Account  of  the  Engagement  on  New  York  Island. 

I will  take  advantage  of  every  Opportunity  to  forward 
you  Intelligence. 

I am  with  great  Regard 

Sir  Your  obed^  hble  Serv^ 

W^  Bingham 

DE  PESTEILS  TO  SILAS  DEANE^ 

Monsieur 

n’ayant  pas  L’honneur  D’etre  connu  de  vous,  je  prends  La 
Liberte  De  vous  ecrire,  et  celle  de  vous  demander  de  me  pre- 
senter chez  vous;  j’ose  esperer  de  vous  cette  grace:  je  suis 
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dans  le  cas  d’avoir  L’honneur  de  vous  parller  relativement  a 
des  perssonnes  qui  m’interessent ; je  puis  me  flatter,  Monsieur, 
que  malgre  Les  affaires  secrettes  dont  vous  et  mr  Le  docteur 
francklin,  etes  ici  charges,  je  peux  avoir  part  a votre  confiance, 
et  que  vous  ne  deves'pas  me  soupgonner  d’etre  L’instrument  de 
ces  tours  adroits,  si  familliers  dans  Les  cours ; S’il  etait  Besoin 
de  vous  faire  renseigner  qui  je  Suis,  mr  moreau  que  vous 
deves  connaitre,  donnera  des  eclairssiments ; je  suis  Loge  du 
meme  hotel  que  vous  a verssailles  ou  je  reside,  du  numero  16, 
si  vous  voules  Bien  m’honnorer  d’une  reponge,  ou  me  faire  dire 
votre  heure  je  serai  charme  de  vous  assurer  de  vive  voix  du 
respect  avec  lequel  je  suis  Monsieur 

votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  Serviteur 
Le  CHEVAEEIER  DE  PESTEIES, 
premier  aide  major  de  la  marine  de  malthe 
a L’hotel  De  jouy 
rue  des  recollects  vERSSaieees 
Le  6 jvier  1777. 


1 

Sir, 

Not  having  the  honor  of  being  known  to  you,  I take  the  liberty  of 
writing  you,  and  that  of  asking  permission  to  call  upon  you.  I venture 
to  hope  that  you  will  do  me  this  favor.  As  it  happens,  I have  the 
honor  to  speak  to  you  concerning  some  persons  who  interest  me. 
I may  flatter  myself.  Sir,  that,  in  spite  of  the  secret  matters  with  which 
you  and  Dr.  Franklin  are  charged  here,  I may  share  your  confidence, 
and  that  you  ought  not  to  suspect  me  of  being  the  instrument  of  those 
clever  tricks  so  familiar  in  courts.  If  you  had  need  of  information  as 
to  who  I am,  M.  Moreau,  whom  you  must  know,  will  give  it.  I am 
lodged  at  the  same  hotel  as  you  at  Versailles,  where  I reside,  at  Num- 
ber 16.  If  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  honor  me  with  a reply,  or  set  a 
time,  I shall  be  charmed  to  assure  you  personally  of  the  respect  with 
which  I am, 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Le  Chevallier  de  Pesteies, 

First  Adjutant  of  the  Navy  of  Malta. 

At  the  Hotel  de  Jouy, 

Rue  des  Recollets,  VersaieeES. 

January  6,  1777. 


WII.I.IAM  PATTERSON. 
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WILLIAM  PATTERSON  TO  WILLIAM  BINGHAM 

S'^  Eustatius,  January,  1777. 

Sir, 

I wrote  You  27^^  Ult°  since  which  am  without  any  of  your 
esteemed  Favors.  We  have  several  Vessels  arrived  here  & at 
Martins  lately  from  different  Parts  of  America  & as  the 
Intelligence  from  that  Quarter  may  be  interesting  to  You 
have  taken  the  Liberty  to  acquaint  You  with  what  has  tran- 
spired 

Several  Vessels  from  S°  Carolina  in  short  Passages,  but 
nothing  particular  from  thence  but  that  their  Coast  is  clear  of 
English  Cruizers.  A Vessel  from  Egg-Harbour  where  she 
left  about  10^^  Decern : without  any  late  Letters  or  Papers, 
two  from  Baltimore  bring  Letters  to  the  20^^  & 22^^  Decern: 
with  very  disagreeable  Accounts,  Viz^  that  Howe’s  Army  had 
got  as  far  as  Trenton  up  the  Delaware  without  any  Opposition; 
that  General  Lee  was  taken  prisoner  by  some  Accident  (yet 
unknown)  ; that  the  Continental  Congress  were  removed  from 
Philad^  to  Baltimore  where  they  were  sitting  when  those 
Vessels  came  away;  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Philad^  were  re- 
moving their  Effects  out  of  that  City  & great  Numbers  flocking 
down  to  Baltimore  & other  places  with  their  Families  & 
Effects;  that  a General  Embargo  was  expected  to  take  place 
to  the  Northward  of  Virginia  all  through  the  Continent;  that 
the  Privateers  would  be  called  in  or  detained  when  they  might 
arrive  to  prevent  the  Men  from  going  out  of  the  Country; 
that  General  Washington’s  Army  were  reduced  to  5,000  or 
6,000  Men  & were  posted  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River 
Delaware  to  oppose  the  Landing  of  the  English  Troops;  that 
General  Putnam  was  Chief  Commander  at  Philadelphia  & had 
issued  out  a Proclamation  exhorting  the  Militia  to  turn  out 
under  Arms;  that  the  River  Delaware  was  blocked  up  so  that 
Vessels  could  not  pass  or  re-pass  with  Safety;  upon  the  whole 
that  everything  looked  Dangerous  & Uncertain  on  the  Side  of 
America.  These  are  Articles  of  Intelligence  I did  not  expect 
& must  say  the  proceedings  of  the  Americans  have  fell  far 
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short  of  what  I ever  expected,  at  least  by  Land.  If  they  were 
not  unanimous  & determined  to  support  their  Measures  with 
their  Lives  & Fortunes  why  did  they  carry  the  Matter  so  far. 
It  was  only  deceiving  themselves  & involving  others  who 
endeavoured  to  serve  them.  Unless  a stand  is  made  to  prevent 
Howes  Army  from  reaching  Philadelphia  all  is  over ; there  are 
so  many  disaffected  People  that  he  will  be  gaining  Strength 
every  Inch  of  Ground  he  gains.  Much  will  depend  on  this  & 
I hope  they  will  exert  themselves  to  drive  the  English  Troops 
back  or  at  least  in  preventing  their  crossing  the  Delaware. 

Little  Alteration  as  yet  in  the  State  of  our  Market  for 
American  Produce.  The  holders  of  Bread  & Flour  have  in 
some  Measure  stopped  selling  expecting  it  will  advance  in 
Value  considerably  which  undoubtedly  must  be  the  Case  should 
a general  Embargo  take  place  or  should  the  Navigation  be 
intercepted  which  is  very  likely 

I am  very  respectfully 

Sir  Your  Most  humble  Servant 
Wm  Patterson 

Mr  Bingham 

[Endorsed]  M*'  Patterson  S^  Eustatia  Jan^  16^^  1777  to  W“ 

Bingham  Esq^ 


LESTARJETTE  to  SILAS  DEANE 

Nantz  16^*^  Janv^  1777. 

The  hon.  Dean 
Paris 

Sir, 

I was  acquainted  with  Mons"*  Muller’s  disapointment 
before  the  reception  of  your  letter.  I had  also  inquir’d  into 
the  particulars  of  its  being  left  by  Cap°  Cochran,  most  people 
are  blaming  of  him  for  not  being  on  board  of  the  Vessel  when 
she  was  so  near  of  Sailing,  the  man  was  at  Painbeuf  a small 
town  down  the  River  where  the  Vessel  laid  to  an  Anchor, 
the  vessel  did  not  Set  Sails  ’till  between  10  & 11  in  the  fore- 
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noon,  it  is  very  extraord”^  that  Mons^  Muller  being  there,  he 
did  not  know  & see  some  thing  of  it  in  time,  especially  when 
the  Brig^  going  off,  made  some  little  rumour  in  the  Town,  he 
gives  for  an  excuse  that  when  he  saw  the  Vessel  under  sail 
he  cou’d  not  get  in  the  whole  place  a Barge  to  Carry  him 
aboard  the  Brigh  let  it  be  how  it  will,  I wish  he  was  gone, 
for  he  talks  too  much  in  this  place  about  Matters  he  is  not 
acquainted,  & has  no  business  with.  There  are  Several  Vessels 
here  wherein  he  might  get  a Passage,  but  the  man  has  neither 
money  nor  Clothes.  I mention’d  the  Affair  to  Mons^ 
Labouchere  the  Gentleman  who  had  the  consignement  of  Cap*^ 
Cockran’s  Cargo,  and  who  has  already  advanc’d  to  M**  Muller, 
& paid  for  his  Utencils  about  100  Louis  d’or.  he  was  very 
unwilling  to  advance  any  more  money  to  M*"  Muller,  at  last  by 
fair  words  I got  out  of  Mons.  Labouchere  4 Louis  d’or  more  to 
set  him  of,  and  I acquainted  M^  Muller  with  what  I had  done, 
but  he  told  me  he  wou’d  not  accept  of  that  trifle,  & cou’d  not 
embark  without  an  Advance  of  10  Louis  d’or.  Mons^ 
Labouchere  is  determin’d  not  to  do  it  without  an  order  from 
you,  therefore.  Sir,  if  you  think  it  proper,  send  an  Order  to 
Mons^  Muller  or  to  me  upon  Mons^  Labouchere  for  10  Louis 
d’or,  mentioning  that  the  Council  of  Charlestown  shall  Account 
to  him  for  the  same.  I think  it  wou’d  be  better  to  do  that, 
than  for  Mons^  Muller  not  to  go  at  all,  and  the  Province  to 
lose  thereby  the  100  Louis  d’or  already  advanc’d  upon  his 
Powder  Works. 

Pray  Sir,  do  you  know  any  thing  of  one  Mons^  de  Monty 
a young  Gentleman  of  18  or  20  who  is  repeating  every  day  at 
the  Ordinarys,  & Coffee  houses  that  you  sent  him  here  to 
procure  him  a Passage  for  America,  that  you  gave  him 
6600  Livres  as  a Gratification  for  his  going  over,  that  he  only 
demanded  6000  but  that  you  generously  did  give  him  600 
Livres  more,  that  if  the  orders  shou’d  be  countermanded  in 
regard  of  his  embarking,  he  was  very  easy  upon  that  matter  as 
long  as  he  had  the  money,  & that  he  wou’d  keep  it.  I must  con- 
fess that  if  I shou’d  happen  to  hear  that  young  Coxcomb  talk  at 
that  rate,  I shou’d  be  tempted  to  give  him  the  Lie,  let  the  con- 
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sequences  be  ever  so  bad,  for  I dare  say  you  never  heard  any 
thing  before  now  of  that  Fop. 

my  Vessel  won’t  be  ready  to  Sail  before  the  10^^  of  next 
month,  I beg  you  wou’d  not  forget  me,  & Send  your  letters  in 
time.  I Sat  Bromfield  out  for  L’Orient  last  monday  in 
high  Spirits,  but  by  what  he  learnt  here  his  Vessel  wont  be 
ready  to  sail  this  fortnight,  hope  you  are  in  better  health 
than  when  I left  Paris  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  it 
from  yourself.  I can’t  write  any  thing  about  America  Affairs, 
your  Sensibility  must  have  Suffer’d  enough  at  the  Adventure 
of  the  Amphitrite,  & the  perusal  of  the  last  London  Extraord^^ 
Gazette. 

I beg  my  best  Respects  to  Doct^  Franklin,  & am  Hon^^® 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble,  & obed^  Serv‘d 
Lestarjette 

chez  Mons^  Peltier  Dudoyes 
A Nantes 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy 

S'^  Pierre  Martinique  Feb  2^  1777 

Dear  Sir 

Herewith  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects,  Since  which  have 
received  Copy  of  your  much  esteemed  of  the  25  October 

I inclosed  you  in  my  last  Extracts  of  Several  Letters, 
giving  an  Account  of  the  melancholy  Situation  of  our  Affairs, 
you  will  now  find,  that  they  have  taken  a happy  Turn  in  our 
Favor,  which  is  likely  to  produce  the  most  decisive  Conse- 
quences ; I have  already  informed  you  of  the  Defection  of  the 
Troops  from  General  Washington,  & have  given  you  the 
Reasons  for  it:  The  Congress  Soon  after  addressed  the 
People  in  the  most  spirited  Terms,  in  order  to  rouze  them  to 
more  vigorous  Efforts,  against  the  common  Enemy ; little. 
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indeed  was  wanting  to  accomplish  this,  their  natural  Spirit 
was  sufficient,  but  such  Events  had  happened  as  inflamed  them 
to  the  highest  Pitch  of  Resentment  ; 

The  Progress  of  the  ministerial  Army  thro  Part  of  the 
Jerseys,  has  been  marked  with  Ruin  & Devastation;  No  Age 
nor  Sex  has  escaped  their  indiscriminate  Fury,  & Actions,  that 
would  have  reflected  Dishonor  & Infamy  on  the  most  untutored 
People,  have  openly  been  committed  by  them.  This  has 
renderd  them  the  Objects  of  general  Horror  & Detestation. 

As  soon  as  the  Militia  throughout  the  surrounding 
Country  were  acquainted  with  the  Situation  of  the  Army, 
they  all  flocked  to  the  standard  of  their  General,  who  soon 
found  himself  at  the  Head  of  a Number  of  Troops  sufficient 
to  face  the  Enemy.  On  the  Evening  of  the  25th  December  he 
concerted  a Plan  to  surprize  & make  Prisoners  of  a consider- 
able Party  of  the  Enemy’s  Troops,  then  at  Trenton,  which  was 
attended  with  great  Success ; altho  some  insuperable  Obstacles, 
which  impeded  the  Completion  of  his  Design,  hindered  it 
having  altogether  the  desir’d  Effect ; 

By  the  General’s  Letter  to  the  Congress,  which  I now 
enclose  you,  (accompanied  by  many  of  the  latest  Gazettes, 
sent  under  Cover  to  Mess  Delaps  to  be  forwarded  by  the  first 
opportunity)  you  will  find  a particular  Account  of  this  military 
Exploit,  by  which  918  of  the  Hessian  & British  Troops,  were 
made  Prisoners.  But  this  is  only  one  Part  of  the  favorable 
News  that  we  have  lately  received; 

A Copy  of  a Letter  from  an  American  at  Eustatia, 
which  I now  enclose  you,  makes  mention  of  an  Action  in  the 
Jerseys  on  the  2^  3^  & 4th  UlP,  attended  with  more  decisive 
Consequences  in  our  Favor.  Our  Troops  had  surrounded 
theirs  in  Such  a manner,  that  there  was  hardly  any  Possibility 
of  their  escaping.  I think,  henceforward  they  will  be  more 
cautious  in  venturing  from  under  the  Cannon  of  their  Ships, 
as  their  Ignorance  of  the  local  Situation  of  the  Country,  ex- 
poses them  to  be  greatly  harrassed  by  frequent  Surprizes  & 
Ambuscades;  I expect  in  a few  Days  a Confirmation  of  this 
Account,  which  I shall  embrace  the  first  Opportunity  of  trans- 
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mitting  you.  The  Vessel,  that  brought  the  Account  of  the 
foregoing  Affair,  Sailed  the  31  December. 

You  have  doubtless  been  informed  that  General  Lee  has 
been  unhappily  made  Prisoner,  & is  now  confined  on  board  the 
Asia  Man  of  War;  He  was  taken  by  Perfidy  & Stratagem; 
altho  some  are  So  hardy  as  to  say  that  he  was  brought  over 
by  the  liberal  offers  of  the  British  General;  but  this  must 
certainly  be  a Falshood;  I would  not  stain  the  Character  of 
so  brave  a Man,  an  Enthusiast  for  Liberty,  with  so  foul  a 
Suspicion,  neither  could  I decry  human  Nature  so  much,  as  to 
believe  such  a Proceeding  possible;  If  it  could  be;  how  weak 
are  the  Ties  of  moral  & of  social  Duty. 

There  have  been  a Number  of  Privateers  lately  fitted  out 
of  the  English  Islands,  which  greatly  annoy  & molest  our 
Trade.  They  carry  no  Commissions,  but  make  Prizes  of  our 
Vessels  under  the  Authority  & Sanction  of  the  Kings 
Proclamation,  which  dooms  us  to  be  the  Prey  of  every 
Invader ; The  English  Admiral  on  the  Station  has  seized  upon 
several  of  their  Prizes  in  the  Kings  Name,  & a Law  Suit 
commenced  in  Antigua,  to  determine  the  Property,  when  it 
was  adjudged  to  the  Captors. 

This  favorable  Issue  of  their  Suit  has  occasioned  many  of 
the  Islands  to  follow  the  Example  of  Antigua,  & I expect  that 
these  Seas  will  soon  be  covered  with  Privateers  ; 

As  they  began.  So  they  continue  their  Depredations,  in  a 
lawless  Manner,  & are  under  no  Restraint  in  the  Exercise  of 
their  assumed  Authority.  They  have  lately  stopped  searched 
& carried  into  Port,  several  French  Vessels,  bound  for  this 
Place,  one  of  which  they  have  libel’d  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  for  no  other  Reason,  than  that  She  had  Cannon 
& Small  Arms  on  board,  which  they  suspected,  as  being  in- 
tended for  a Supply  to  the  Rebels  in  Martinico;  This  was 
their  only  Plea.  The  General  remonstrated  with  the  Governor 
of  Dominica  against  the  Violence  of  these  Proceedings,  & in  a 
Spirited  Letter  which  he  wrote  to  him,  demanded  the  Restitu- 
tion of  these  several  Prizes; 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  Governors  Inclination,  he 
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certainly  had  it  not  in  his  Power  to  surrender  them,  as  this 
Matter  came  altogether  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  a Court  of 
Admiralty.  The  General,  not  receiving  a satisfactory  Answer, 
immediately  ordered  the  Seizure  of  all  British  Property.  In 
Consequence  of  which  three  English  Vessels  have  been 
stopped,  stripped  of  their  Sails,  & will  be  detained  untill  the 
Issue  of  this  Affair  is  Known. 

I am  with  great  Regard 
[Endorsed]  From  Bingham  Martinico  Feb^  2^  \777 


SAMUEL  NICHOLSON  TO  FERDINAND  GRAND 

Dover  FeU^  5^^  1777 
Sir 

According  to  your  Orders  I left  Paris  on  Tuesday  Morn- 
ing 3 OClock  & proceeded  to  Boulogne  and  Callis,  but  coud  not 
find  A Vessel  at  either  of  those  places  to  Suit  your  purpose, 
I was  detain’d  at  Callis  from  Wednesday  night  till  Friday, 
by  Contrary  Winds.  I reach’d  Dover  on  Saturday  Morning 
where  I made  all  the  enquiry  after  a Vessell  in  my  power, 
but  coud  not  meet  with  one  to  my  liking.  Have  likewise  been 
at  Deal  and  Foalstone  where  I was  also  Disapointed,  for  those 
Vessels  that  woud  Suit  your  purpose  were  not  to  be  purchased. 
I have  now  engaged  to  Stay  here  for  one  that  is  at  Coal- 
chester  for  Sale,  this  one  I am  told  will  Suit  & is  A very  fine 
Vessel  of  the  Sort,  & has  allways  been  employ’d  by  the  Custom 
House  as  A Cruzier,  & is  now  out  of  Imploy  & for  Sale,  on 
acc‘  of  A larger  one  of  200  Tons  being  built  by  the  Same 
owners,  in  her  roome.  She  is  eight  years  old  built  Here  ab^ 
85  Tons  & every  way  A Compleat  Cutter,  (as  She  must  have 
been  to  be  employed  by  the  Custom  House  to  look  after 
Smugglers,)  She  is  to  be  Shewn  me  here  in  the  Course  of 
next  week  at  their  expence  & if  I like  her  She  is  to  be  Valued 
by  M^  Carmier’s  Friend  here,  M^  Factor,  and  another  GenU, 
if  I like  the  price  w®^  I make  no  doubt  will  come  within  my 
limits,  I Shall  draw  on  you  at  Some  few  Days  Sight  for  the 
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payment.  I am  afraid  Shall  not  be  able  to  get  them  to  Deliver 
her  to  me  at  Havre,  but  be  obliged  to  take  her  here,  if  so 
Factor  has  promisd  me  to  send  here  down  to  Havre,  by  his 
People.  Cap^  Hynson  is  here  with  me  Wait®  for  the  Arrival 
of  the  Cutter  here,  w'^^  make  no  doubt  from  her  Caracter  I 
Shall  like,  if  So  Shall  Imediately  make  the  purchase  & Im- 
barke  my  Self,  on  my  leav®  this  I Shall  write  you,  & you  may 
Depend  Shall  take  every  care  to  gard  ag*  every  Difficulty  may 
attend  her  passage  to  Havre,  at  my  Arrival  there  Shall  take 
post  for  Paris 

I am  Sir  Your  H’ble  Serv* 

Sam  Nichoeson 

[Superscribed]  A Monsieur  Le  Grand  Bang^  Rue  Mons  Mort 
Vis  A Vis  S^  Joseph  A Paris 

[Endorsed]  Cap^  Sam®^  Nicholson  Lett^  Feb^  5^^  1777  Dover 


SIEAS  DEANE  TO  MR.  BROMFIELD 

Sir 

As  it  is  barely  possible  this  may  overtake  you  at  L Orient 
before  your  departure,  I will  only  caution  you  that  in  your 
sales  of  your  Cargo  you  stipulate  for  the  price  of  the  Articles 
you  are  to  receive  in  return,  otherways  I am  apprehensive  that 
you  may  be  liable  to  imagine  you  are  obtaining  a much  larger 
profit  than  in  reality  is  the  case,  as  you  may  after  receiving 
a large  amount  in  Paper  find  Tobacco  if  bought  with  that  paper 
much  dearer  than  you  suspected.  As  to  other  matters  I shall 
not  alter.  I heard  from  M’’®  Bromfield  last  week  & have  the 
pleasure  of  telling  you  she  was  well  I am  in  great  Haste  your 
&c 


Paris  Feb^^  7^^  1777 
M*"  BromEieed  at  L’Orient 


S.  Deane 
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SILAS  DEANE  TO  JONATHAN  WILLIAMS 

Sir 

I am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Mercury  is.saild,  & that  you 
found  her  cargo  agreable.  A large  Number  of  Bales  of  Cloth 
& are  now  at  Nantz  & on  their  way  to  be  shippd;  but  some 
doubt  has  arose  respecting  the  Vessel  proposd  to  carry  the 
goods  as  to  her  size,  whether  She  might  not  be  too  large.  As 
we  cannot  at  this  distance  be  so  good  Judges  at  this  distance 
as  you  on  the  Spot.  The  Vessel  of  350  or  400  Ton  has  a good 
Character  but  possibly  the  goods  may  not  compleatly  load  her. 
In  such  case  suppose  She  be  ballested  with  salt,  will  the  Salt 
prejudice  the  goods?  or  can  You  procure  a vessel  just  capable 
of  holding  the  whole  of  the  goods,  which  on  other  acco^®  will 
suit  you.  In  this  as  in  many  other  matters  I submit  it  to  your 
Judgment  to  give  the  preference  as  you  shall  on  inquiry  & on 
consulting  with  M^  Beltrier  & Mon®^  Montandouine,  be  con- 
vinced is  best.  The  Bales  are  perhaps  loosely  packd  at  first 
& by  long  transportation,  still  in  worse  order.  In  this  case 
I recommend  a repacking  if  possible  consistent  with  tolerable 
dispatch  as  they  will  thereby  fill  the  less  space,  and  the  goods 
be  in  greater  safety  from  Damage  of  Damps  &c.  I would  not 
consider  the  charge  of  repacking  as  any  thing,  if  it  can  be 
effected  in  time  consistent  with  the  urgency  of  our  affairs. 
Mon®^  Montieu  writes  to  the  Same  purpose  to  Mon®^  Beltrier. 
M^  Lee  will  be  at  Nantz  & by  him  will  write  further. 

I am  Sir  your  &.  S.  Ddane. 

P.  S.  When  you  went  to  Nantz  M^  Montieu  wrote  that 
you  might  purchase  to  the  amount  of  60  or  80  thousand  livres 
to  fill  up  the  Mercury,  if  the  goods  on  hand  would  not  corn- 
pleat  her.  He  now  agrees  that  you  may  have  the  same  Liberty 
in  case  the  goods  will  not  fill  the  Concord  should  you  finally 
fix  on  her.  for  which  purpose  I have  subjoind  a list  of  Goods, 
should  such  purchase  be  made,  which  I think  most  Essential 
for  our  Countrys  immediate  Demand.  Your  packet  of  the 
29th  ult°  & I®^  instant  I receivd  last  night  & am  sorry  You 
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have  had  trouble  with  the  officers,  They  had  no  right  God 
knows,  for  they  gave  me  more  than  a sufficiency  of  Trouble, 
when  by  their  specious  professions  & promises  they  indued 
me  to  Ingage  them  first  to  enter  into  the  Service.  Ever  since 
which  they  have  well  nigh  wearied  me  out  of  my  life.  I am 
obligd  to  you  for  the  list  & prices  of  Goods  & am  wishing  you 
every  Success 

Your  &. 

S.  Deane 

Note 

The  sort  of  goods  for  compleating  the  Concords  cargo,  is 
sail  cloth,  of  this  kind  the  Russia  & Holland  are  the  best  for 
our  purpose  They  may  be  scarce  & dear,  if  so  the  sail  cloth 
of  this  Country  answering  to  N°  1.&  2.  of  English,  of  these  a 
large  Quantity.  Light  cloth  such  as  Ravens  duck,  Tichlen- 
burghs  & Osnaburghs  for  light  Sails,  Tent  cloths  Sailors  & 
Soldiers  trousers  &c.  Linen  suitable  for  Soldiers  shirts 
Cordage  assorted  for  a frigate  of  36  Guns  in  particular  large 
Cables  with  other  sizes  as  they  come  in  the  way.  Boxes  of  Tin 
if  to  be  had  reasonably.  Ship  Chandlery,  but  this  is  an  article 
by  the  by.  In  laying  out  the  Duck  & Cordage  have  in  view  the 
fixing  2 ships  of  36  Guns  each  Compleat  & assort  the  Articles 
accordingly  If  there  is  much  spare  room.  Increase  these 
articles  in  proportion  as  you  judge  they  are  in  price  & quality 
to  be  purchasd  to  advantage  Large  Anchors  are  wanted  & 
You  may  put  in  more  than  immediately  for  the  2 frigates. 

[Endorsed]  Copies  of  Letters  to  M*’  J William  & to  M*’ 

Bromfield  & to  the  Secret  Committee^ 


1 The  letter  to  the  Secret  Committee  is  printed  in  the  Deane 
Papers,  vol.  I,  page  482.  (New  York  Historical  Society  Collections, 
1886.) 
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SILAS  DEANE  TO  JONATHAN  WILLIAMS 

Copy 

Paris  Feb'->'  IP"  1777 

Williams  Sir 

Montieu  tells  me  he  has  a large  Quantity  of  Fuses, 
swords,  &c.  at  Nantes,  part  of  which  are  good  & part  broken 
and  damagd,  as  he  has  made  a proposal  of  selling  the  whole 
I pray  you  to  examine  them  and  if  possible  ascertain  their 
Value  for  repairing  and  sending  to  America  if  fit  for  service. 
That  is  supposing  the  stocks  be  of  little  or  no  value  in  a 
considerable  proportion  of  them,  I wish  to  know  if  the  barrils 
& locks  are  fit  for  Service  if  remounted  & new  fitted.  Take 
with  you  a Guns-smith  & examine  with  him  what  will  be  the 
expence  of  new  mounting  & fitting  for  service  those  which 
have  not  been  hurt,  by  serving  also  in  what  Condition  the  locks 
are.  They  are  oflferd  to  me  at  a very  triflle  which  makes  me 
think  it  at  least  worth  examining  Into.  I want  to  know  what 
kind  of  Sabres  or  sword  there  are  in  the  parcel  also  what 
number  of  Pistols  & whether  fit  for  service  or  capable  of  being 
fitted.  M*’  Montieu  says  there  is  also  a quantity  of  Old  Brass 
garniture  of  some  value  in  the  Parcel.  I pray  you  to  be  as 
particular  as  you  can  without  spending  too  much  time.  Your 
letter  by  M*’  Francois  I receivd  & before  this  Lee  is  un- 
doubtedly with  you.  Franklin  is  laid  up  with  the  gout  But 
I hope  he  will  not  have  it  severe.  I wish  it  was  possible  to 
bring  those  bales  into  less  compass.  I apprehend  no  danger 
from  the  salt.  But  as  you  think  there  will  be  a load  without 
it.  Cordage  &c.  is  preferable  without  any  doubt  & more  to  our 
purpose.  I need  not  urge  any  dispatch  as  I am  satisfied,  noth- 
ing is  unnattended  to  or  neglected  by  you  for  the  general 
Interest  & it  has  given  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  find  your 
management  at  Nantes  of  our  affairs  at  once  highly  beneficial 
to  the  Service  and  agreable  to  all  concernd.  We  shall  hardly 
think  of  purchasing  any  of  the  Vessels  mentiond  at  Nantes  & 
shall  be  glad  to  know  how  soon  you  judge  the  concord  can  be 
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dispat chd,  also  give  us  the  earliest  Information  you  may 
receive  from  Cap^“  Weeks  I am  &c 

S.  De:ane: 

To  Jo : WipiyiAMS  Nantes 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  AND  SILAS  DEANE 
TO  JONATHAN  WILLIAMS 

Paris  20'^  Feb^  1777 
Sir 

Yours  of  the  13*^  is  before  Us.  M^  Deane  wrote  you  on 
the  subject  of  Arms  &c  belonging  to  M^  Montieu  in  Nantes 
we  wish  you  to  send  Us  as  early  as  possible  an  Acc^  of  Your 
survey  and  Your  Estimate  of  the  Value  of  the  Whole  on  the 
best  Information  you  can  Obtain.  Also  supposing  the  Fusses 
whose  Barrels  may  answer  for  further  Use  in  the  Continental 
Army  or  for  the  Indian  Trade  but  which  must  be  New  stocked, 
should  have  their  stocks  Thrown  away  and  packed  in  the 
Closest  manner,  what  space  or  how  many  Tonnage  of  Freight 
the  whole  would  Call  for,  the  Charts  & Dispatches  you  mention 
shall  be  procured  & sent  as  soon  as  possible  And  should  the 
Vessel  purchased,  not  be  sufficient  to  Carry  the  Goods  supplied 
by  Mons^  Beaumarchais  & the  sail  Cloth  & Cordage  &c  for 
Two  Frigates  you  will  shorten  Your  purchase  Accordingly 
having  an  Eye  to  an  Assortment  of  what  shall  [be]  sent  if  for 
more  then  One 

We  are  &c  B F 
SD 

We  are  surprized  to  find  Ourselves  among  the  last  to  be  in- 
formed of  so  interesting  a peice  of  Intelligence  as  that  of  the 
Captures  made  by  Cap^  Wicks  & wish  y^  in  future  w"  anything 
of  so  much  Consequence  happens  that  We  may  be  Notified  as 
early  as  possible. 

M*'  JoN"^  WiixiAMS  Nantes 

[Endorsed]  Paris  20'^’^  Feb^  1777  Copy  of  a LetP  to  J 

Williams  Nantes 
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WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

(Triplicate) 

S"^  PiKRRE  Martinique  February  28th  1777 

Bingham 
Dear  Sir 

Herewith  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects,  Since  which  have 
not  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you.  I have  received  no 
other  late  Accounts  from  America,  than  what  I have  gathered 
from  the  inclosed  Gazettes,  & a Letter  wrote  me  from  S*^  Eu- 
statia.  Copy  of  which  you  will  please  to  find  herewith.  You 
will  see  that  our  Countrymen  who  had  become  rather  too 
remiss  & negligent,  have  now  rouzed  at  the  Approach  of 
Danger,  & have  encountered  it  with  Spirit  & Intrepidity;  that 
the  British  Army  is  fast  retiring  from  the  State  of  Jersey,  of 
which  they  had  absolute  & entire  Possession,  & that  in  Con- 
sequence of  this  recent  success,  there  is  the  greatest  Prospect 
of  our  opening  the  ensuing  Campaign,  with  singular  & dis- 
tinguished Advantages. 

I have  lately  received  two  thousand  Barrels  or  One 
Hundred  Tons  of  Powder,  from  Mons^  Diant,  which  was 
shipped  from  Nantz  to  his  Address;  but  he  had  no  particular 
Orders  to  deliver  it  to  me.  The  Freight  upon  this  Article  is 
very  extravagant,  being  more  than  double  the  Proportion  of 
what  I lately  paid,  for  a considerable  Quantity  that  came  from 
Bordeaux;  It  amounted  to  no  less  than  Livres  37500.  The 
Addressing  it  to  the  Care  of  a Merchant  in  this  Place,  Saddled 
it  with  a Commission  of  2 P%,  merely  for  the  Receiving  & 

delivering  the  Bills  of  Lading;  I have  shipped  the  greatest 
part  of  it  already  for  the  different  States,  as  I was  convinced 
it  would  run  but  a Small  Risk  at  present,  in  Comparison  to 
what  it  would,  at  a more  advanced  Season  of  the  Year. 

Mons  le  Chevalier  Baussancourt  whom  you  recommended 
to  me  in  a Letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me 
under  Date  of  Sept^  29th,  has  lately  arrived  here.  He  em- 
barked at  Bordeaux  for  Philadelphia  the  10  of  October;  but 
in  entering  the  Capes  of  Deleware,  the  Vessel  was  taken  & 
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carried  to  New  York;  He  was  immediately  imprisoned  on 
board  a Transport,  with  two  French  officers  his  Fellow  Pas- 
sengers, where  they  met  with  the  most  rigorous  & unworthy 
Treatment;  He  at  last  procured  his  Liberty,  & arrived  here 
about  a Fortnight  ago,  when  his  Situation  claimed  the  Bene- 
fit of  your  Letter  of  Credit;  His  Design  he  told  me,  was 
to  return  to  America,  but  he  has  Since  changed  his  Resolution, 
& means  in  a Short  Time  to  embark  for  France;  Your  Letter 
in  his  Favor,  couched  in  the  Strongest  Expressions  of  Friend- 
ship & Amity,  has  induced  me  to  advance  him  what  Money  he 
has  requested,  altho  I do  not  think  you  meant  to  extend  your 
Benevolence  to  him,  upon  any  other  Footing  than  his  going 
to  America. 

I Shall  transmit  you  his  Receipt  responsible  to  you,  for 
the  Amount,  which  I imagine  will  be  no  inconsiderable  Sum. 
Le  Chevalier  de  la  Baume  has  likewise  arrived  here.  Via 
Barbados,  & has  lately  taken  his  Departure  for  the  Continent ; 
him  likewise  I advanced  some  Money  to,  as  I found  he  had 
Letters  addressed  to  our  Hon'^^  Committee  in  your  Handwrit- 
ing, as  well  as  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

As  every  thing  that  regards  the  Situation  & Interest  of 
America  naturally  claims  your  particular  Attention,  & 
especially  what  concerns  a commercial  Connexion  with  France, 
I must  beg  leave  to  address  to  you  a few  thoughts  on  that  in- 
teresting Subject.  It  would  certainly  be  to  the  mutual  Interest 
of  both  Countries  to  encourage  a reciprocal  Intercourse  & 
Exchange  of  Commodities  in  the  Mercantile  Line;  To  enjoy 
the  good  Effects  of  this  desirable  Scheme,  we  should  have  the 
Ports  of  France  open  to  our  Vessels,  & a free  Admission  & 
Sale  for  all  our  Produce;  this  has  not  been  the  Case  here; 
Flour,  a principal  Branch  of  our  Exports,  has  been  exempted 
for  Some  Months  past  from  a free  & open  Sale,  & we  have 
not  been  permitted  even  to  land  it ; & the  only  Reason  is,  that 
it  will  injure  & interfere  with  the  French  Merchants  in  the 
sale  of  this  Article.  I could  not  imagine  that  so  narrow  a 
Consideration  could  enter  into  the  Minds  of  Men  in  Govern- 
ment, when  Matters  of  so  liberal,  so  extensive,  & So  important 
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a Nature,  Should  have  claimed  their  Attention.  This  Prohibi- 
tion has  greatly  damped  the  Spirit  of  American  Speculation. 
I find  that  the  Government  have  no  Orders  in  regard  to  their 
extending  any  Indulgence  to  the  American  Commerce ; where- 
as, I am  confident  from  the  Disposition  of  the  French  Court, 
that  this  could  easily  be  obtained ; The  local  Situation  of  this 
Island  points  it  out  to  the  Americans  as  an  Asylum  from 
Danger,  & as  a Market  for  their  Produce;  If  we  could  have 
liberty  to  bring  in  our  Prizes  here,  & dispose  of  perishable 
Commodities,  or  those  that  would  not  suit  the  American 
Market,  it  would  be  a Matter  of  very  Serious  & beneficial 
Consequence  to  the  Americans. 

If  France  will  but  profit  by  the  present  situation  of 
Affairs,  She  may  become  the  most  powerfull  Kingdom  on  the 
Globe,  & the  encouraging,  protecting,  & favoring  the  American 
Commerce,  is  the  first  Step  towards  it.  We  shall  then  no 
longer  See  that  haughty  domineering  Power,  Britain,  circum- 
scribed within  the  narrow  Limits  of  a small  Island,  with 
hardly  Six  Millions  of  Inhabitants,  attempt  to  assume  the 
first  Place  amongst  the  Powers  of  Europe,  & impose  Slavery 
& Dominion  upon  three  Millions  of  People  in  America;  Her 
Pretensions  to  this  Degree  of  Grandeur  & Dignity  arose  from 
her  Trade  & Manufactures;  When  the  Cause  ceases,  the 
Effect  must  of  course.  Cut  off  those  valuable  Resources,  & 
She  sinks  into  Insignficance ; whilst  France  to  whom  they  are 
transfer’d,  will  arise  proportionably  in  Importance. 

The  English  Vessels  that  I mentioned  to  you  in  my  last, 
were  Seized  by  Order  of  Government,  have  been  Since  re- 
leased, upon  the  Admiral’s  issuing  a Proclamation,  forbidding 
the  Arming  of  Privateers  without  Commissions. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  &c 

P S.  Several  Letters  from  France  mention  the  Arrival 
of  DocF  Franklin  at  Paris.  I have  no  official  Letters  that 
mention  his  leaving  America;  but  Should  it  be  So,  please  to 
make  my  most  respectfull  Compliments  to  him. 
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NORTON  & BEALL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy 

WiEEiAMSBURG  7^^  March  1777 

Silas  Deane  Bsq'^ 

Dear  Sir, 

We  have  none  of  Your  favours  since  Yours  of  Sept^  to 
our  S B.^  we  are  very  impatient  to  hear  if  you  have  been  able 
to  do  any  thing  clever  with  the  Farmers,  Having  established 
a House  at  this  place,  and  at  Petersburg  on  James  River  we 
can  command  any  Quantity  of  Tobacco  of  the  first  Quality, 
The  mouth  of  James  river  is  situated  about  30  miles  from  the 
Capes,  exceeding  convenient  for  the  present  times,  and  a fine 
Bold  river  capable  of  receiving  Merchantmen  of  any  Burthen, 
and  quite  secure  from  the  Enemy,  we  have  given  our  attention 
to  Portsmouth,  as  it  is  not  well  supplied  with  Tobacco.  None 
of  our  powder  that  we  have  heard  is  Shipped  from  S^  Eustatia 
to  us,  have  concluded  to  let  you  part  Share  a proportionable 
risque  with  ours  at  that  Island  We  have  been  advised  that 
part  of  it  is  arrived  from  Holland  We  shall  Ship  Tobacco  for 
the  Nett  proceeds  of  your  part  to  Europe  agreeable  to  your 
desire.  We  must  beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  our 
House  known  to  your  Friends,  and  shall  be  very  thankful  for 
any  Commissions  you  may  throw  into  our  hands.  We  could 
wish  to  hear  insurance  can  be  made  in  France  on  our  property 
shipped  to  their  ports,  we  are  persuaded  it  might  be  done  if 
proper  attention  was  given  by  the  Merchants  to  Establish  such 
an  office.  Insurance  has  been  for  many  months  made  on 
Vessels  sailing  from  this  State  & Carolina  at  20  P C^  by  a 
Company  of  Insurers  in  Charles  Town,  by  which  they  have 
made  a Considerable  Sum  of  money,  our  Tobacco  is  better 
than  we  ever  knew  it,  the  Planters  expecting  that  it  would 
lay  on  their  hands  some  time  have  taken  infinite  pains  to 
pack  it  smooth  & Dry. 

We  are  with  Esteem,  D Sir, 

Your  Most  Ob^  Servants 

Norton  & Beaee 


1 Samuel  Beall 
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WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

March  9'^^  1777 


Dear  Sir 


Above  is  Triplicate  of  my  last  Respects.  An  Apprehen- 
sion of  my  Letters  miscarrying,  induces  me  to  send  you 
generally  a second  Copy;  Untill  I received  your  particular 
Directions,  I always  inclosed  your  Letters  to  the  Care  of 
Mons^  Dubourg  at  Paris.  I have  not  heard  from  you  Since 
October  19th. 

The  military  Operations  in  America  are  Still  carried  on 
with  uncommon  Vigor,  notwithstanding  the  Inclemencies  of 
the  Season,  & our  Arms  have  been  blessed  with  great  & un- 
expected success.  By  the  last  Accounts,  General  Washington 
had  Surrounded  a large  Detachment  of  the  British  Troops  at 
Brunswic,  under  the  Command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  consisting 
of  6000  Men,  & every  Moment  the  News  of  their  Surrender 
was  expected ; This  will  be  a grand  Stroke  for  the  Americans, 
which  by  weakning  the  Power  of  our  Enemies,  will  render 
them  incapable  of  attempting  any  Affair  of  Consequence. 
Gen^  Howe  commanded  at  Brunswic  in  Person,  but  finding  the 
straits  to  which  he  was  reduced,  he  disguised  himself  & escaped 
from  the  Army  to  New  York. 

Some  of  his  Letters  addresed  to  the  Commanding  officer 
of  the  Detatchment  at  Rhode  Island,  were  intercepted,  where- 
in he  informs  him  of  the  Critical  Situation  of  the  Army  at 
Brunswic,  & Strongly  urges  his  Return,  or  else  “all  was  lost,” 
is  his  Expression. 

Several  Vessels  have  arrived  here  lately  from  Philad^. 
the  Masters  have  brought  no  Gazettes  nor  Letters,  but 
Severally  report,  that  Forts  Washington  & Lee  have  been  re- 
taken by  our  Troops,  & that  they  soon  expected  to  get  Posses- 
sion of  New  York. 

General  Washington  has  been  placed  in  the  Dictator’s 
Chair,  & received  from  Congress  the  uncontrouled  Direction 
of  the  Affairs  of  the  Army  for  a limited  Time;  being  well 
convinced  of  his  Integrity,  Judgment,  & Activity,  they  have 
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wisely  committed  to  him  this  important  Trust,  having  no 
contending  opinions  to  thwart  his  Designs,  we  Shall  now  See 
a speedy  Execution,  which  is  the  Soul  of  military  operations, 
the  Result  of  all  his  Councils. 

By  an  Antigua  Gazette  which  I have  just  received,  & 
which  I have  the  Honor  to  enclose  you,  the  surrender  of  the 
British  Troops  at  Brunswic,  is  no  longer  a Matter  of  Doubt, 
for  you  will  find  it  authenticated  by  the  Arrival  of  a Gentle- 
man of  Veracity  from  New  York.  I am  inclined  to  put  more 
Confidence  in  this  Report,  fronf  the  knowledge  I have  of  the 
Antigua  Gazetteer,  who  makes  it  an  invariable  Rule,  never  to 
insert  any  thing  favorable  to  the  American  Arms,  without  the 
fullest  & most  forcible  Conviction  of  the  Truth  of  the  Fact. 

Great  Dissensions  prevail  betixt  the  British  & Hessian 
Troops,  insomuch  that  they  connot  act  with  Union  & Vigor; 
The  mild  & generous  Treatment  which  the  Hessian  Prisoners 
have  met  with,  has  greatly  conciliated  the  Affections  of  the 
whole  Corps ; Many  have  deserted ; & I believe  there  are  but 
few  of  them,  but  would  prefer  a peacefull  Retirement  in  a 
smiling  Country,  to  the  Fatigues  & Dangers  of  the  Camp. 

I am  firmly  of  opinion  that  without  a large  Reinforce- 
ment for  the  ensuing  Campaign,  the  British  Army  will  hardly 
venture  to  take  the  Field,  & if  these  succours  are  attempted 
to  be  sent  over,  whether  our  Friends  in  Europe  will  be  idle 
Spectators,  I must  leave  to  you  to  determine.  I am  Surprized 
that  I have  not  oftner  the  Honor  of  hearing  from  you.  The 
hon'’^  Committee  expected  that  thro  this  Channel  would  be 
conveyed  to  them  a great  deal  of  News  from  Europe. 

The  Congress  still  continue  at  Baltimore,  but  it  is  ex- 
pected they  will  soon  return  to  Philadelphia.  Herewith  you 
will  please  to  find  the  latest  Gazettes. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Regard 

Dear  sir 

Your  obed*^  hble  serv^ 
Bingham 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM. 
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WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Triplicate 

S'^  PiERRL  Mque  March  21®^  1777 

Dear  Sir, 

Above  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects,  Since  which  have 
none  of  your  Favors  to  acknowledge;  The  18  Ins^  arrived 
here  the  Ship  Seine  Capt  Morin  from  Havre  de  Grace;  a 
Vessel  taken  up  on  Account  of  the  Continent,  laden  with  Arms, 
Ammunition  &c^;  She  was  blown  off  the  Coast  of  America 
in  a hard  Gale  of  Wind,  where  She  met  with  a continual 
Succession  of  bad  Weather;  As  this  Cargo  is  exceedingly 
valuable,  & much  wanted  in  America,  I cannot  but  think  it 
more  adviseable  to  ship  it  in  different  Bottoms,  than  to  venture 
it  all  in  one  Vessel,  especially  as  I have  advices  from  Phila- 
delphia of  two  of  the  Continental  Vessels  being  destined  in  a 
short  Time  for  this  Place. 

In  several  Letters  which  I have  received  from  the  Hon^^® 
Committee,  they  make  mention  of  Sundry  Merchandize  to  a 
considerable  Amount,  that  I may  expect  will  be  shipped  to  this 
Place  by  Mons*"  Hortalez  & others,  on  Account  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  be  forwarded  by  different  opportunities; 
which  is  certainly  to  be  prefer ’d  to  a direct  Voyage  to  America, 
as  by  this  means  the  Risk  may  be  divided,  & the  Goods  shipped 
in  well-appointed  fast  sailing  Vessels,  with  proper  Masters, 
well  acquainted  with  the  Coast,  to  command  them.  The  Hon^^ 
Committee  expected  this  would  be  the  Case  & mentioned  that 
they  should  constantly  keep  sending  out  Armed  Vessels  to 
receive  such  Goods  as  might  be  shipped  to  this  Place,  by  the 
above  or  any  other  Genff  on  the  public  Account. 

I find  in  the  Instructions  given  to  the  Captain  of  this 
Vessel,  he  is  recommended  to  Bermudas,  in  Case  of  being 
blown  off  the  Coast.  It  is  extremely  lucky  that  he  prefer’d 
coming  to  Martinique,  for  if  he  had  attempted  to  touch  at 
Bermudas,  he  would  in  all  probability  have  been  taken,  as 
there  are  Several  Frigates  cruizing  in  that  Latitude,  who 
would  have  paid  little  Respect  to  his  French  Papers,  if  there 
had  been  any  Reason  to  suspect  the  Place  of  his  Destination ; I 
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shall  take  out  of  this  Vessel  a considerable  Part  of  the  Arms, 
Camp-Equipage,  Mortars,  Bombs  &c  & then  forward  her  with 
the  Remainder.  I do  not  know  the  Tenor  of  her  Charter- 
Party,  but  if  She  is  to  be  loaded  back  on  Account  of  the 
Continent  I think  it  would  be  much  more  adviseable  for  her 
to  go  to  Virginia,  Maryland,  or  Carolina,  where  Vessels  are 
scarce,  & where  She  could  procure  a valuable  Cargo,  than  to 
Boston,  where  Vessels  are  plenty  & the  Exportations  of  little 
Consideration 

I have  heard  but  little  News  from  America  lately.  There 
are  many  Reports  circulated,  all  in  favor  of  America;  Some 
of  which  come  from  the  English  Islands,  but  untill  they  are 
better  authenticated,  I will  not  presume  to  mention  them. 

I shall  write  you  more  fully  in  a short  Time,  untill  when  I 
am  with  great  Regard  &c 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 


Dear  Sir, 


March  29'^  1777 


Above  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects,  & am  still  without  any 
of  your  esteemed  Favors;  there  have  been  no  Accounts 
lately  from  America,  & very  little  News  that  can  be  depended 
upon. 

Mons^  le  President  Tas’cher  who  does  me  the  honor  to  be 
the  Bearer  of  this,  has  been  a long  time  Intendant  of  this 
Island,  & now  returns  to  France  upon  Leave  of  Absence  in 
order  to  recover  his  Health;  He  has  made  it  his  particular 
Study  to  be  acquainted  with  the  System  of  Commerce  that  will 
be  most  beneficial  & mutually  advantageous  to  France  & the 
United  States  of  America;  He  has  drawn  Instruction  from 
every  source,  & I believe  will  Seek  to  have  the  honor  of  a 
Conference  with  you,  upon  many  Subjects  interesting  to  the 
Commerce  of  America,  thro  the  Medium  of  the  French 
Islands. 
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In  a Letter  which  I had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you 
under  Date  of  October,  you  desire  that  I would  inquire  into 
the  State  of  the  Caribs  at  Vincents;  This  I have  accord- 
ingly done,  & I herewith  Send  you  an  Extract  of  what  I wrote 
to  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence  on  the  subject. 

‘T  have  found  an  Opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the  Dis- 
position of  the  Caribs  at  S^  Vincents  according  to  Deanes 
Request,  which  I Signified  to  you  in  a Letter  under  Date  of 
Jan^  15th.  I find  them  to  be  a Set  of  desperate  Men,  dis- 
contented with  their  present  situation,  who  cannot  brook  their 
subjected  state,  but  would  gladly  rouze,  & revenge  their 
Wrongs,  & punish  their  oppressors;  In  Men  of  such  senti- 
ments, it  would  be  easy  to  imbibe  Notions,  that  would  inspire 
them  with  Boldness,  & lead  them  to  Sedition;  but,  altho  that 
martial  & independent  Spirit,  which  formerly  characterized 
this  People,  still  preserves  its  Vigor,  yet  it  cannot  produce  any 
Effect;  as  they  have  been  disarmed  by  their  Conquerors,  & 
hitherto  overawed  by  Soldiers,  stationed  there  to  restrain 
them.  I cannot  think  that  M^  Deane’s  well-meant  Intention  of 
diverting  the  Arms  of  G Britain  from  their  present  Object  by 
rouzing  these  People  to  a Revolt,  would  be  effectually 
answered,  admitting  the  Scheme  could  be  accomplished. 

“for,  a few  Regiments  would  bring  them  under  Sub- 
jection, without  Some  regular  Troops  could  be  sent  to  their 
Assistance;  which,  perhaps  will  not  be  thought  adviseable, 
whilst  our  own  Country  is  immediately  attacked,  the  Defence 
of  which  ought  to  be  our  first  & peculiar  Care;  besides,  to 
transport  the  Artillery,  Ammunition,  & Baggage  of  a regular 
Army,  is  an  Undertaking,  that  by  no  means  corresponds  with 
the  Condition  of  our  Marine;  The  Fleets  of  France  & Spain 
lying  in  their  Ports,  ready  to  take  their  Departure  at  a 
moments  Warning,  is  a much  more  effectual  Diversion;  G 
Britain  cannot  with  any  Degree  of  Prudence  or  Policy  send 
out  new  succours  & Reinforcements  to  America,  whilst  her 
own  Coasts  & Dominions  will  lye  exposed  to  the  Naval  Arma- 
ments of  France  & Spain ; who  certainly  would  not  allow  so 
favorable  an  Opportunity  of  attacking  them,  to  go  unimproved ; 
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this  is  a Mode  of  making  war  highly  advantageous  to  us,  tho 
not  So  effectual  & not  attended  with  Such  decisive  Conse- 
quences, as  we  could  wish.” 

The  Ship  Seine  will  sail  to  morrow  for  the  Place  of  her 
Destination;  I have  taken  out  of  her  One  hundred  Bales  of 
Camp  Equipage  & Cloth,  & Two  hundred  & Seventeen  Cases 
of  Fusils,  which  I Shall  forward  to  the  Continent  by  several 
Armed  Vessels  which  are  daily  expected.  I have  cleared  the 
Vessel  out  for  S^  Pierre  Miguelon,  & the  General  has  been  So 
kind  as  to  write  a Letter  to  the  Commandant,  informing  him 
‘‘that  he  had  understood  there  was  a great  want  of  the  Articles 
which  composed  this  Vessels  Cargo  at  S^  Pierre,  & that  S^ 
Domingo  was  very  well  supplied;  In  Consequence  of  which 
he  had  thought  fit  to  forward  the  Vessel  to  that  Port,  after 
having  taken  out  a considerable  Quantity  of  Arms  &c;”  This 
new  Arrangement  will  greatly  facilitate  the  Success  & lessen 
the  Risk  of  this  affair. 

The  Chevalier  Baussancourt  has  taken  his  Passage  for 
France.  I have  been  under  the  Necessity  of  advancing  him 
Liv®  3366,  as  P his  Receipt  enclosed  herewith.  Whether  you 
will  acquiesce  in  the  Propriety  of  his  taking  up  so  considerable 
a Sum  of  Money  during  his  short  Stay  here,  is  a Matter  that 
I am  by  no  means  well  assured  of. 

Should  Doct^  Franklin  be  at  Paris,  you  will  greatly  oblige 
me  in  introducing  the  President  Tascher  to  him;  who  has  ex- 
pressed an  eager  Desire  of  being  acquainted  with  a Man  whose 
Praises  Europe  resounds  with,  & who  at  a Time  of  Life,  when 
the  generous  Faculties  of  the  soul  are  usually  chilled  by  Age, 
has  taken  So  active  a Part  in  so  glorious  a Revolution. 

I am  &c 

[Endorsed]  M^  Bingham  21  March  ’77 
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NORTON  & BEALL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Silas  Deane  Bsq^  April  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Above  you  have  a Copy  of  our  Letter  to  you  of  the  7^^ 
March,  we  have  just  been  favoured  with  Yours  of  the 
of  Oct*',  we  are  pleased  to  find  Tob°  is  in  such  demand,  hav® 
Shipped  pretty  Largely  for  France  direct,  & to  Holland  by 
way  of  the  Dutch  Islands.  We  advise  above  that  your 
Merchandise  should  take  a proportionable  risque  with  ours 
from  ’Statia  to  this  State  as  we  imagined  it  would  be  difficult 
to  determine  your  property  in  each  Vessel  unless  the  Shippers 
were  more  particular  then  we  expected,  this  equitable  plan 
must  meet  with  your  approbation.  Mr  Stevenson  advises  us 
he  has  Shipped  48  Barrels  which  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Enemy,  but  does  not  tell  us  what  mark  or  any  other 
Particulars.  It  will  be  difficult  to  Interest  you  in  a Vessel 
bound  direct  to  Amsterdam,  as  we  think  it  too  hazardous  to 
go  that  port,  depend  Your  property  shall  be  Shipped  in  suit- 
able Vessels,  bound  direct  to  France,  or  to  some  of  the  Islands, 
to  be  sent  from  thence  to  France  or  Holland  of  which 
Barnabas  Deane  Esq^  shall  be  duly  advised  before  the  Vessels 
Sail.  Goods  are  exceeding  scarce  here,  and  will  sell  at  any 
price  a Mans  conscience  will  let  him  take.  Tobacco  to  our 
great  surprize  is  kept  up  at  25/  to  35/  P as  in  quality.  We 
have  [no]  thing  worth  telling  you.  We  beg  you  will  let  us 
hear  from  you  frequently  advising  us  the  privileges  granted 
the  Americans,  and  prices  Current  for  our  produce. 

With  great  Esteem,  We  are  Dear  Sir, 
Your  Most  Ob^  Servants 
Norton  & Be:arl 

SiivAS  Deane:  Esq'’ 

[Superscribed]  A Monsieur  Silas  Deane  a Paris. 

Cette  Lettre  il  plaira  a Mess'"®  S.  & J.  H.  Delap  d’envoyer  si 
promptment  qu’il  est  possible 

Bordeaux  July  1777.  Forwarded  by  Sirs  Your  most  Hble 
S'^  S & J.  H.  Delap 
[Endorsed]  Mess'"®  Norton  & Beal. 
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WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS^ 

S^  Pierre  Martinique  April  6th  1777 

GenP^ 

Herewith  you  will  please  to  find  Triplicate  & Copy  of 
my  two  last  Letters  to  M^  Deane;  but  as  they  are  addressed 
to  him  in  an  official  Capacity,  I have  thought  proper  to  place 
them  under  your  Notice,  & Shall  in  future  do  myself  the  honor 
of  directing  my  Letters  in  the  like  manner,  as  I am  informed 
by  my  last  Dispatches  from  Congress,  that  you  are  jointly 
appointed  Commissioners  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles; 

The  Armed  Sloop  Independance  arrived  here  yesterday 
in  which  came  Passenger  M*"  Reed;  My  Orders  from  Con- 
gress are  to  facilitate  his  Passage  to  you,  with  the  greatest 
Expedition;  Accordingly  he  embarks  this  Day  in  a Vessel 
bound  to  Bordeaux;  This  Gentleman  will  deliver  you  the 
present,  as  also  Some  Dispatches  from  Congress,  which  I was 
desired  to  forward  to  you. 

The  Situation  of  Affairs  in  America  you  will  be  sufficiently 
instructed  in,  by  these  Enclosures,  so  that  I think  it  needless 
to  dwell  upon  the  Subject.  I herewith  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close you  an  Extract  of  a Letter  from  the  Hon'^*®  Committee 
of  Secret  Correspondence  as  well  as  Copy  of  one  from  the 
Hon’^^®  Rob^  Morris  Esq^ ; The  Dispatches  which  are  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Beginning  of  the  last  Letter  from  Capt  Biddle, 
I have  not  as  yet  received,  but  wait  for  them  with  the  utmost 
Impatience,  as  I imagine  they  must  be  of  a very  serious  & 
important  Nature,  by  reason  of  their  chusing  so  respectable  a 
Conveyance. 

It  gives  me  Pain  to  acquaint  you  of  the  unfortunate 
Capture  of  the  Ship  Seine  Capt  Morin ; She  was  taken  the 
Evening  of  her  Departure  & carried  into  Dominica,  & this 
Morning  I heard  of  the  melancholy  News.  I am  extremely 
happy  that  I have  taken  out  of  her  so  considerable  & valuable 


1 Silas  Deane,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Arthur  bee;  see  page  44. 
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a Part  of  her  Cargo;  What  will  be  the  Result  of  this  affair, 
I cannot  as  yet  determine. 

I shall  take  every  Step  that  Prudence  can  point  out  to 
recover  her.  If  Capt  Morin  has  been  Sufficiently  cautious  in 
destroying  the  Letters  & Orders  which  had  a Reference  to 
his  Voyage  to  Boston,  & has  carefully  preserved  those  that 
respect  his  Destination  for  Miquelon,  I hope  upon  a spirited 
application  from  the  General,  She  will  be  given  up.  I have 
just  sent  off  an  Express  to  his  Excellency,  giving  him  a cir- 
cumstantial Account  of  this  Affair.  I shall  do  myself  the 
honor  of  writing  you  more  fully  upon  the  subject  in  a few 
Days. 

I have  been  under  the  Necessity  of  advancing  a consider- 
able Sum  of  Money  to  M^  Davis,  who  came  Passenger  in  this 
Vessel.  He  had  an  unlucky  Run  of  Play  & enterd  into  other 
Expences  unknown  to  me.  The  following  Extract  of  a Letter 
wrote  by  M^  Carmichael  & addressed  to  the  Committee  of  any 
District,  where  the  Ship  might  arrive,  was  the  principal  Cause 
of  my  making  him  so  great  an  Advance ; “The  Gentleman 
who  comes  out  Passenger  M**  Davis,  is  recommended  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Commissioners  here,  which  Sanction  will  no 
doubt  obtain  for  him  all  Civility  & Assistance  on  your  Part.” 

After  which  I could  not  think  of  refusing  his  Demand  & 
consequently  subject  him  to  a Detention,  after  the  Vessel  he 
had  came  Passenger  in,  had  sailed;  He  informs  me  that  he 
has,  or  will  have,  a considerable  Sum  of  Money  in  M^  Deanes 
Hands,  which  he  means  to  apply  to  the  Purpose  of  liquidating 
this  Account.  His  Receipt  for  the  Money  I have  herewith 
the  honor  to  inclose  you,  as  well  as  that  of  Capt  Morin  for  the 
Amount  of  what  I advanced  him  for  his  Vessels  Use. 

M^  Davis  is  now  a Prisoner  at  Dominica,  & I imagine  his 
situation  will  again  demand  a helping  hand. 

By  the  last  Letters  that  I have  received  from  the  hon^*® 
the  secret  Committee  of  Congress,  they  mention  that  I may 
expect  very  large  Quantities  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Soldiers 
Clothing  &c  will  be  Sent  out  to  my  Address,  in  Order  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Continent;  & that  they  shall  constantly  keep 
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sending  out  Armed  Vessels  to  receive  them.  I seriously 
recommend  to  you  this  Mode  of  Conveyance,  as  the  most 
proper  to  facilitate  a Supply  of  these  necessary  Articles  & to 
insure  their  Safe  Arrival.  Very  few  French  Masters  of 
Vessels  are  acquainted  with  the  Coast  of  America,  & admitting 
they  were,  large  Ships  cannot  take  the  Advantage  of  running 
into  Small  Inlets  & Harbors  as  lesser  Vessels  may.  Besides 
all  the  Continental  Vessels  sail  with  skillful  Pilots,  which 
greatly  lessens  the  Risk. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  Congress  has 
returned  to  Philadelphia. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect 

Gent  Your  obed^  hble  serv^ 
Bingham 

[Endorsed]  M^  Bingham  April  6^^  1777 


JAMES  STUART  OGIEVIE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
Sir 

I have  Made  bold  to  write  you  as  I have  sent  a Verbal 
Mesage  by  M^  Amoary  but  have  had  no  ansewer  altho  I have 
attend  at  this  Coffe  house  every  day  for  two  weeks  past  to  no 
effect  expecting  it. 

I can  Make  no  Apolegey  for  troubling  you  but  that  I am 
a young  Man  that  wishs  to  be  employed  in  the  Continental 
Service  as  a Surgeon  or  Surgeon’s  Mate  I would  prefer  in 
their  service  to  Surgeon  in  the  Regulars,  if  you  could  give  Me 
employment  in  their  Service  or  even  send  Me  out  to  the 
Assistance  of  My  injured  Country  Men,  that  I Might  Vol- 
untairly  offer  My  Service  to  them,  as  nothing  but  My  small 
Finances  keepps  Me  here  you  would  infinetly  oblige  Me  in  so 
doing.  But  I am  not  Confined  to  the  Lancet  Alone  but  would 
willingly  throw  down  the  Lancet  and  take  up  the  Lance  in 
their  defence.  Sir  an  interview  with  you  is  what  I Most  disire 
to  lay  My  Situation  before  you,  if  you  desire  Recomendation 
I can  be  well  recommended  by  Gentle  Men  of  Veracity  in 
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Pairis,  if  you  will  deign  to  favour  Me  with  an  Answer  or 
interview  you  will  infinetly  oblige 

Me  I am  Sir  with  the  Greatest  Respect 

Your  Most  Obde^  Humble  serv^ 

James  Stuart  Ogievie 

Caffe  Roayal  Dangleterre 
April  IP^  1777 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Deane  Esq^  Caffe  Royal  D’Angleterre 
[Endorsed]  Letter  from  M*"  Ogilvie  April  1777 


NICHOLAS  ROGERS  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Port  Au  Prince  S^  Domingo 
April  12'^  1777 
Sir 

Let  me  assure  you  nothing  could  give  me  more  uneasiness 
than  the  singular  & secret  manner  in  which  I was  obliged  to 
leave  France,  and  being  in  such  Circumstances  as  not  to  be 
able  to  inform  you  when  nor  how,  for  I was  strongly  suspici- 
ous, that  if  it  came  to  Beau  Marchais’s  Years  he  would  do  his 
utmost  to  detain  poor  Du  Caudray  who  let  me  assure  you  is 
a most  sincerely  attached  to  our  Cause  & I believe  a true  re- 
publican. 

We  had  a very  disagreeable  Passage  of  five  and  forty 
Days  ’tho  all  have  arrived  safe,  but  we  have  not  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  find  an  immediate  Passage  for  America  which 
has  detain’d  us  here  twelve  or  fifteen  days,  there  are  but  few 
American  Vessels  that  come  to  this  Port,  & but  few  french 
fitting  out  from  it,  tho  we  sail  this  very  Night  in  one  of  about 
sixty  Ton,  a remarkable  swift  Sailer  & if  we  get  fifty  Leagues 
clear  of  the  Islands  we  have  no  doubt  of  escaping,  we  clear 
out  for  Eustatia  but  are  destined  for  Newbury,  there  is  an 
American  that  arrived  here  from  Carolina  in  fifteen  days 
this  is  his  fourth  Voyage  which  he  says  shall  be  his  last  as  he 
has  made  his  fortune,  he  has  brought  Rice  which  is  from  25 
to  35  Livres  the  hundred,  he  has  brought  me  but  little  news 
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except  the  confirmation  of  the  defeat  of  the  Hessians,  he 
says  the  Congress  Conduct  themselves  at  present  with  the 
utmost  secrecy,  which  prevents  so  great  a circulation  of  news 
as  formerly.  General  Washington  is  near  Philadelphia  with 
his  Army  tho’  he  could  not  tell  me  what  number  it  consisted 
of.  General  Lee  is  certainly  taken,  and  it  is  suspected  was 
betrayed.  Hancock  is  not  President  of  the  Congress  nor 
could  he  tell  me  who  was.  he  says  paper  Currency  passes  in 
Eustatia  which  is  hardly  credible 

all  kinds  of  Amunition  are  at  a moderate  Price  Cloths 
& linens  are  yet  excessively  dear.  Rice  sells  at  Augustin 
a five  shillings  a pound  & the  Troops  are  in  a most  wretched 
situation.  I ask’d  him  a thousand  other  questions  which  he 
seem’d  to  be  ignorant  of,  in  fact  he  seem’d  to  be  a 
very  ignorant  fellow,  or  I should  be  able  perhaps  to  give  you 
a more  interesting  Letter,  he  was  chased  within  about  ten 
Leagues  of  this  Coast  by  a Frigate  & three  Cruisers,  they  are 
as  insolent  as  ever  they  were  the  last  war  for  they  don’t 
suffer  a single  small  french  Vessel  to  pass  without  searching, 
almost  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ports  such  Politeness  of  the 
french  Ministry  is  by  no  means  approved  of  by  the  People  of 
this  Island  who  think  they  have  need  of  a few  frigates  at  least 
to  make  themselves  a little  more  respectable  than  to  be  treated 
with  such  contempt.  Faith  I am  afraid  they  intend  to  be  the 
spectators  only  of  our  Battles ; with  all  my  heart  if  they  intend 
also  to  have  no  pretensions  to  the  benefits  of  them  which  I am 
afraid  is  the  Contrary  every  thing  appears  so  here 

The  Governor  of  Martinique  who  by  all  accounts  was  a 
fine  spirited  Fellow,  was  chose  Governor  of  this  Island  but  is 
since  dead  which  is  much  regretted 

There  are  eleven  American  Vessels  lying  at  the  Cape 
Francois  at  present  five  or  six  went  out  of  the  Mole  the  other 
Day  one  of  which  was  taken  the  second  day  she  was  out 
owing  to  her  bad  sailing  but  the  others  easyly  escaped,  she  was 
carried  into  Jamaica  with  many  Frenchmen  on  board  of  her 
who  lost  everything  they  had,  even  their  Cloaths.  I saw  one 
of  them  who  told  me  the  Americans  were  treated  much  better 
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than  them  for  they  had  nothing  but  bread  and  Water  allow’d 
them  the  whole  time,  it  is  currently  reported  that  there  are 
vessels  arrived  loaded  wih  Artillery  & Officers,  I wish  to  God 
it  may  be  true. 

M**  Du  Coudray  desires  to  be  most  respectfully  remember- 
ed to  you,  I entreat  you  Sir  not  to  take  his  Silence  for  dis- 
respect which  I assure  he  is  not  capable  of,  he  thinks  it  the 
best  Apology  as  you  are  in  some  measure  offended  with  him 
and  he  is  much  afraid  without  reasons  sufficiently  Just,  & it 
gives  me  great  uneasiness  to  find  you  are  not  perfectly  pleased 
with  me  for  what  I dont  know,  for  if  my  Conduct  is  blame- 
able  it  is  owing  to  my  Abilities  & not  to  my  intentions  or 
inclinations  for  I declare  to  you  they  are  as  sincere  and  as 
ready  as  our  Cause  is  Just.  I hope  to  wipe  away  all  Suspic- 
ions by  my  Conduct  in  America,  as  Does  Du  Coudray  ’till 
then  be  assured  of  the  Sincerity  of  your  humble  Servant 

N.  R. 


[Endorsed]  Rogers 


SAMUEL  NICHOLSON  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Nants  April  13^^  1777 

Dear  Sir 

On  my  Arrival  here  last  Thursday  I found  the  Cutter  in 
the  river,  about  10  miles  below  this  place ; we  are  much  plaged 
with  the  people  that  brought  her  round  from  Havre,  the  Men 
Say  they  wont  go,  that  they  were  Shiped  to  go  in  her  as  A 
packet  to  America,  as  Such  they  will  go,  no  other  ways,  the 
French  Capt  first  told  me  he  wou’d  be  very  glad  to  go  in  her, 
if  we  wou’d  make  up  his  wages  to  him,  that  he  was  Shiped 
at,  w^^  is  100  livrs  p^  Month,  So  we  proposed  giving  him  the 
Masters  birth,  w'^^  we  thought  woud  please  him,  & render  him 
very  usefull  to  us,  as  he  Speaks  very  good  English,  however 
M^  Clark  who  is  first  Lieub  is  Just  come  up  from  the  Vessell, 
Says  he  wont  go  out  in  her  at  any  rate,  for  we  Sent  Some  guns 
on  board  of  her  this  Day,  w^'^  has  frighted  him  So  much. 
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that  he  says  he  wont  go  in  an  Arm’d  Vessell  ag®^  the  English, 
I shall  go  down  in  the  Morning,  & if  that  is  the  case,  discharge 
him  imediately,  with  his  people ; I have  got  a Second  Mate 
(of  Discharged  American  ship,)  & Six  hand,  all  Americans 
Signed  Articles  with  me,  have  promised  the  Second  Mate  the 
2^  Lieut*®  birth.  So  that  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  us 
with  two  Lieut*®  Commissions,  w^^  Capt  Wickes  Says  we  are 
Obliged  to  have.  You  have  forgot  to  Send  us  the  the  Register 
of  the  Vessell,  Capt  Clark  & the  Doct^  Seem  well  satisfyed 
with  their  Ship;  She  is  a very  fine.  Stout,  little  Vessell,  I shall 
make  her  look  very  wicked ; am  afraid  She  will  cost  you  A 
deal  too  much  money;  however  Shall  do  nothing  to  her  but 
what  is  absolutely  nessesary,  that  is  all  I can  Say ; & You  may 
depend  all  I can  do;  shall  be  done,  to  make  her  pay  for  her- 
self the  first  Cruze,  You  have  made  A mistake  in  dateing  my 
Commission,  it  is  dated  10**^  Dec^  77,  Suppose  you  meant  76, 
with  your  leave  I will  alter  it,  I shoud  have  wrote  you  Sooner 
but  the  day  the  post  left  this  was  down  the  river,  I shall  be 
better  able  in  3 Days  to  give  you  Some  particular  acc*  of  our 
being  Maned;  My  Dear  Sir  you  will  accept  my  hearty 
Acknowledgements  for  the  Many  Obligations  I am  under  to 
you,  & you  may  depend  I shall  never  be  Satisfyed  till  I have 
rendered  myself  deserving  of  them  I am  D^  sir  with  my  best 
respects  to  Doct^  Franklin  & M*'  Lee  Yr  Obliged  Hble  Serv* 

Sam  Nichoeson 

P.  S.  my  Compi*®  to  M^  Carmichael  & Doct^  Bancroft 
[Superscribed]  The  Honble  Sieas  Dean  Esq  Paris 
[Endorsed]  Capt  Nicholson 
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LESTARJETTE  TO  LE  VOIRi 

Au  Cap  pRANgAis  le  19  Avril  1777. 

M""  Ek  Voir  a Paris 
Monsieur, 

de  Montieu  a qui  j’ai  ecrit  le  14  vous  aura  sans 
doute  fait  part  de  notre  heureuse  Arrivee  en  cette  Isle  apres 
une  belle  traversee  de  38  jours.  TUnion  Cap®  La  Roche  etoit 
entre  deux  jours  avant  nous,  et  les  Cap®®  sont  convenus  de 
faire  route  ensemble,  depuis  sont  arrives  les  deux  Navires  de 
Bordeaux  qui  me  sont  aussi  consignes.  nous  partirons  tous 
quatre  ensemble,  et  ferons  une  apparence  assez  formidable 
pour  ecarter  tous  les  croiseurs  ennemis,  et  meme  des  Fregates. 

J’ai  fait  I’impossible  pour  pouvoir  faire  assurer  la  Somme 
que  vous  aviez  fixe,  et  je  n’ai  pu  y reussir.  il  n’y  a point  de 
Chambre  d’Assurance  en  cette  Ville,  et  les  Neg^®  refusent 
d’assurer  pour  ce  Pays-la  a telle  prime  Quelconque  mais  je 
crois  que  vous  pouvez  etre  fort  tranquille.  nous  avons  pris 
toutes  les  precautions  possibles  dans  nos  Expeditions  et  nous 
tenant  tous  quatre  ensemble,  il  y a lieu  de  Croire  que  nous 
arriverons  a bon  port. 

les  Denrees  de  ce  Pays  cy  sont  fort  rares  par  la  grande 
Secheresse  qu’il  a fait,  par  consequent  fort  chers.  nous  avons 
cependant  charge 


1 

At  Cape  FRAxgAis,  April  19th,  1777. 

Le  Voir,  at  Paris 

Sir, 

M*'  de  Montieu,  to  whom  I wrote  on  the  14th  inst.,  has  doubtless 
informed  you  of  our  fortunate  arrival  at  this  Island  after  a fine 
voyage  of  38  days.  The  “Union,”  Captain  La  Roche,  had  arrived  two 
days  before  us,  and  the  captains  have  agreed  to  sail  together.  Later 
the  two  ships  from  Bordeaux,  which  are  also  consigned  to  me,  arrived. 
We  shall  set  out  all  four  together,  and  shall  make  a sufficiently  for- 
midable appearance  to  keep  away  the  enemy’s  cruisers,  and  even 
frigates. 

I have  done  my  best  to  get  insurance  in  the  sum  that  you  had  set, 
and  have  been  unable  to  succeed.  There  is  no  Chamber  of  Insurance 
in  this  town,  and  the  merchants  refuse  to  insure  for  that  country  at 
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15  Boucauds  Rum  de  la  Jamaique  ensemble 

1757  Gallons  at  5^^  . . . . £8785 

100  pains  de  Sucre  pes^  Net  3919^^  a 80 

le  % 3135  4 

101  Sacs  Caife  pez'  Net  12454  a 12/6  . 7887  10  8 


19807  14  8 

Boucauds,  Sacs,  Droits,  . . . 1154  15 


Arg^  de  S^  Domingue  ....  £20961  9 8 

Rien  de  Nouveau  de  I’Amerique.  vous  avez  Surem*^  des 
Nouvelles  plus  fraiches  que  cedes  que  nous  avons  icy.  les  d^®® 
sont  par  un  bateau  venant  de  la  Georgie  qui  confirment  les 
Succes  reiteres  des  troupes  Americaines  dans  les  Jerseys. 

J’ai  I’honneur  d’etre  avec  bien  de  I’attachem^  Monsieur, 
Votre  tres  humble,  et  obeissant  serviteur. 
Lestarjette 

[Endorsed]  April  19.  1777.  Cap  Francais.  M^.  Lestarjette 


any  premium  whatsoever,  but  I believe  that  you  need  not  be  at  all  con- 
cerned. We  have  taken  all  possible  precautions  in  our  shipments,  and 
since  we  are  all  four  to  stay  together  there  is  good  reason  to  think 
that  we  shall  arrive  safely. 

The  commodities  of  this  country  are  very  scarce  on  account  of  the 
great  drought  they  have  had,  and  are  therefore  very  dear.  We  have 
therefore  loaded 

15  casks  Jamaica  rum  altogether  1757  gallons  at  £5  . £8785 

100  loaves  of  sugar  weighing  3919  lbs.  net  at  80  per  % 3135  4 

101  bags  coffee  weighing  12454  net  at  12/6  . . . 7887  10  8 


Casks,  bags,  dues,  etc, 


19807  14  8 
1154  15 


Money  of  Santo  Domingo £20961  9 8 

Nothing  new  from  America.  You  surely  have  more  recent  news 
than  we  have  here.  The  most  recent  are  by  a ship  coming  from 
Georgia  which  confirm  the  repeated  successes  of  the  American  troops 
in  the  Jerseys. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  affection  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant 
Lestarjette 


HENRY  JOHNSON. 
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HENRY  JOHNSON  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 

Nantes  April  25th  1777 

Hon’hle  Gentlemen 

I arr'^  here  Thursday  Morn^  4 o’Clock  where  I found 
Cap*  Weeks  was  gone  for  L’Orient.  Have  sent  Express  as  I 
was  much  fatigued,  Shall  wait  here  for  Cap*  Weeks’s  orders 
which  when  I receive  shall  instantly  set  off  for  Bourdeaux 
and  make  every  possible  dispatch  agreeable  to  your  Instruct- 
ions. 

Cap*  Hammond  has  not  as  yet  gone  he  now  lays  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Loire.  You’ll  perhaps  be  surprized  at  that,  he 
was  time  after  time  forewarnd  off  the  small  draft  water  there 
was  on  the  bar  a little  below  this  Town,  except  Spring  Tides, 
however  being  obstinate  his  Vessel  grounded  on  said  bar,  and 
he  lost  them  fine  Easterly  winds. 

Cap*  Adams  is  below,  has  taken  the  precaution,  has  been 
ready  some  time  to  take  in  Goods  and  complained  to  me 
Yesterday  of  the  backwardness  of  the  Agents  here,  he  is 
determined  he  says  to  follow  his  Instructions  from  Congress 
and  when  your  dispatches  arrive  he’ll  take  in  Stone  ballast  & 
proceed  imediately,  as  he  is  determind  not  to  have  any  thing 
said  after  his  departure,  of  his  not  having  acted  with  that 
necessary  precaution  that  is  required  in  this  Case.  I from 
Cap*  Adams  inform’d  M^  Morris  of  this  and  that  his  Vessel 
was  ready  to  take  the  Goods,  and  had  actually  been  several 
times  to  let  them  know  it,  and  they  put  him  off,  M^  Morris 
answer  was  he  thought  Cap*  Adams  had  no  right  to  expect 
any  Goods,  as  he  bro’t  no  Cargo,  and  if  they  put  any  Goods  on 
board  it  would  be  on  advance.  However  Since  which  Cap* 
Adams,  has  told  me  that  they  are  to  send  the  Goods  to  day. 
He  Cap*  Adams  complan  much. 

Now  Gentlemen,  If  you  think  I am  too  busy,  in  speculat- 
ing into  any  matters  where  you  are  not  personally  yourselves 
(as  I shall  as  I long  as  I have  that  pleasure  of  serving  the 
Hobbles  the  Congress  I shall  ever  do)  till  I have  your  orders 
to  the  Contrary  as  I think  it  the  duty  of  every  officer  in  the 
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Service,  and  knowing  the  imediate  want  of  the  many  Articles 
(Cap*  Adams  can  take)  on  the  Continent  I thought  it  a great 
pity  that  Vessel  should  go  without  the  Goods,  and  respecting 
the  Conduct  of  the  other  Captain,  You’ll  be  pleased  if  you 
think  I am  too  officious  in  these  matters  to  acquaint  me  of  it. 
Shall  be  every  opportunity  troubling  you  with  my  Scrawls,  if 
any  thing  turns  up.  Am  with  wishing  you  all  Gentlemen, 
every  possible  blessing  you  can  ask  for.  With  due  Respect 

Your  Very  Hum*®  Serv* 

Henry  Johnson 

[Endorsed]  Capt.  Henry  Johnson  Nantes  April  25,  1777.  Capt 
Johnson  To  the  Commissioners? 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 

S^  Pierre  Martinique  April  26th  1777 

Gent^ 

Herewith  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects ; Since  which  have 
received  very  little  News  from  America,  a Letter  from  M^ 
Morris  of  March  P*  mentions,  ‘‘that  on  Sunday  last,  there  was 
a smart  Skirmish  between  a considerable  Body  of  the  Enemy, 
& a Party  of  our  Troops  near  Brunswic;  Our  Loss  was 
inconsiderable,  but  not  so  with  them ; they  lost  a great  many 
Men,  both  killed  & wounded it  adds,  “these  frequent  Skir- 
mishes make  Soldiers  of  our  People  & the  Enemey  is  daily 
render’d  weaker  by  them.” 

The  Ship  Seine  I believe  will  be  condemn’d,  notwithstand- 
ing the  General’s  Application,  & the  Nature  of  her  Clearances; 
The  Answer  the  General  obtained  from  the  Governor  of 
Dominica  was,  “that  this  Affair  did  not  come  under  his 
Cognizance,  nor  within  his  Jurisdiction,  but  rested  altogether 
with  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  over  whose 
Decisions  he,  had  no  Influence  or  Controul ; this  being  the  Case, 
& this  Court  being  so  unequitably  established,  that  the  Judge 
shares  in  the  Profits  of  the  Condemnation,  I think  there  is  no 
Prospect  of  a Recovery;  Matters  have  now  taken  such  a Turn, 


WIIvIvIAM  BINGHAM. 


97 


that  the  smallest  Pretext  is  sufficient  for  the  English  to  seize 
& condemn  the  Property  of  the  French  Merchants,  who  can 
not  even  transport  the  Produce  of  America  from  one  Island  to 
another,  without  a Dread  of  the  Consequences.  Indeed  several 
Vessels  have  been  lately  carried  into  Dominica  for  no  other 
Reason  whatsoever;  After  their  Trial  is  finished,  I will  duly 
inform  you  of  the  Result. 

I have  heard  that  a Ship  called  the  Colbert,  loaded  on 
Account  of  the  Congress  at  Havre  de  Grace,  with  Arms, 
Ammunition  &c;  touched  at  Guadeloupe,  Stayed  there  but  a 
few  Hours,  & then  took  her  Departure  for  America.  I wish 
She  had  called  in  here,  as  the  General  has  promised  me,  that 
upon  all  such  Occasions,  he  will  give  Orders  for  a Frigate  to 
convoy  these  Vessels  clear  of  the  Islands.  Indeed  it  was  not 
without  consulting  with  him  & the  Intendant,  that  I changed 
the  Ship  Seine’s  Clearances ; I was  confident  they  would  stand 
her  in  no  Stead,  when  She  arrived  upon  the  Coast  of  America, 
which  to  all  Appearance  would  have  been  the  Scene  of  greatest 
Danger ; 

I was  induced  to  give  the  Pilot  who  entered  on  board  this 
Ship,  an  Order  on  the  Council  of  Safety  in  any  Port  he  might 
enter,  from  this  Consideration;  that  several  Persons  who  had 
engaged  in  the  Same  Way,  after  being  paid  their  Stipulated 
Sum,  had  entered  on  board  the  Privateers,  & were  never  heard 
of  afterwards;  and  as  this  Man  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  Voyage,  I thought  the  best  way 
of  retaining  him  would  be  to  secure  to  him  the  Payment  of  his 
Money  in  America,  after  he  had  performed  his  Contract. 

My  positive  Orders  & his  own  personal  safety  both  pointed 
out  to  him  the  Necessity  of  destroying  this  Paper,  at  the 
Appearance  of  the  least  Danger.  The  Infatuation  which  led 
him  to  keep  it,  I cannot  account  for. 

Every  Circumstance  operates  against  this  Vessel;  more 
especially  one  that  no  less  surprizes  than  afflicts  me ; which 
is,  that  M^  Davis  who  behaved  with  Such  a manly  Fortitude 
upon  his  being  first  made  Prisoner,  has,  either  from  the 
persuasions  of  Interest,  or  Motives  of  Fear,  relinquished  his 
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Pretensions  to  our  Service,  & has  become  our  open  & avowed 
Enemy.  He  has  basely  betrayed  the  Trust  that  was  reposed 
in  him  & has  laid  open  the  History  of  this  Affair,  as  far  as 
had  come  to  his  Knowledge. 

Such  perfidious  & treacherous  Conduct,  cannot  even  be 
approved  of  by  our  Enemies,  altho  they  may  love  the  Treason, 
they  will  detest  the  Traitor,  & the  Name  of  Such  a Man,  if 
not  too  insignificant  to  blot  the  Page  of  History,  will  be 
handed  down  to  Posterity  with  distinguished  Infamy  & with 
the  Curses  & Execrations  of  all  honest  Men ; tis  Said  that  he 
has  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  & Fidelity  to  his  Britannick 
Majesty. 

I have  herewith  the  honor  to  inclose  you  Copy  of  the 
Opinion  of  Council,  which  Capt  Morin  consulted  in  regard  to 
this  Affair ; likewise  the  General’s  Letter  to  the  Commandant 
at  S*  Pierre  Miguelon,  wrote  upon  the  Occasion  of  altering 
the  Ships  Clearances. 

Capt  Morin  has  conducted  himself  So  ill  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  this  Voyage,  that  if  I thought  his  Owners  could 
derive  any  Advantage  from  the  Capture  of  his  Vessel,  I 
Should  be  led  to  believe  that  he  acted  from  a Sinister  Motive. 
Instead  of  steering  the  Course,  which  would  naturally  have 
carried  him  out  of  the  Way  of  Danger,  he  chose  that  which 
would  lead  him  into  the  midst  of  it,  for  when  he  was  taken,  he 
was  entering  the  Channel  betwixt  this  Island  & Dominica;  A 
Light  which  he  kept  burning  in  his  Caboose  the  whole  Evening 
& by  which  he  was  discovered  & pursued,  adds  Strength  to  my 
Conjectures  & almost  confirms  my  Suspicions. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Regard  GenP 

Your  obed‘  hble  Serv^ 

Bingham 

Mess  Frankun  Dean  & LEE  Commissioners  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  at  the  Court  of  Versailles 
[Endorsed]  M**  Bingham  26*^  April  1777 
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SIMEON  DEANE  TO  MRS.  ELIZABETH  DEANE 

Phieadeephia  28  Ap^  1777 

Dear  Sister 

After  a fatiguing  Journey  I arriv’d  here  last  Saturday  & 
expect  to  leave  this  City  in  a Day  or  two  for  Virginia,  tho’ 
with  very  little  prospect  of  Advantage  or  Pleasure  by  the 
Journey;  from  Virginia  if  the  Vessel  do  not  arrive  shall 
return,  except  it  be  more  distracted  Times  than  at  Present,  or 
something  else  Prevent. 

Have  waited  on  the  Hon.  Rob  Morris  who  told  me  that 
he  had  rec^  nothing  from  France  on  Acco^  or  for  the  Family 
of  S D,  but  that  one  Cap*^  Morgan  might  possibly  give  me  some 
intelligence,  on  which  I found  out  s^  Morgan  who  told  me 
that  he  knew  of  no  goods  belonging  to  M^  Deane  or  in  which 
he  was  [any]  way  personally  concern’d  that  were  shipp’d  by 
him,  but  made  no  doubt  Cap^  Hutchins  (who  was  taken  some 
time  since  on  the  back  of  Long  Island)  might  have  some  thing 
on  board  belonging  to  M^  Deane  as  he  had  Ship’d  a Salt 
Petre  by  s"^  Hutchins,  but  Hutchins  is  not  to  be  found,  so  can 
make  no  further  inquiry. 

Have  inquired  of  M^  Hancock  & of  M^  Morriss  if  they 
have  any  late  intelligence  from  M^  D — which  was  not  of  a 
private  Nature  they  told  me  there  was  none  but  by  the  last 
Acco^®  he  was  well  & in  Spirits.  M^  Morris  says  that  Your 
Letters  must  have  been  intercepted  in  their  Passage  to 
America  as  their  intelligence  has  mostly  been. 

This  City  is  a Scene  of  Confusion  & Terror,  from  the 
expectation  of  the  British  Army,  tho’  great  Numbers  are 
return’d  from  the  Country  whether  they  have  twice  retreated. 

Yesterday  ’twas  Currently  reported  that  all  our  Stores  at 
Danbury  are  destroy’d  by  the  Enemy,  this  I have  Contradicted 
& can  scarce  think  practicable,  but  if  it  is  even  so  I beg  to 
know  Where  they  will  not  Come?  Congress  have  rec^  an 
express  from  the  Northward,  that  Ticonderoga  is  nearly 
invested  with  a Numerous  Army  from  Canada.  The  House 
seem  to  be  exceeding  busy  [with]  the  daily  important 
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Occurrences.  Friends  Marshall  are  all  in  the  Country  & 
Family,  except  Christ®.  D Mumford  was  here  last  Night  & 
says  they  are  all  well. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress  with  his  Lady 
will  be  soon  in  N England  intending  for  Boston  & tell  me  they 
call  to  see  you.  But  Possibly  Times  may  so  Change  as  to 
prevent  them  from  taking  s'*  Journey. 

I can  scarcely  tell  you  what  may  be  News  or  not,  from 
the  uncertainty  of  the  Time  when  this  Letter  will  come  to 
hand.  Shall  write  Brother  Bz[lai  &]  mutually  refer  you  to 
each  others  Letters  for  any  Pa[pers]  which  may  give  infor- 
mation or  Amusement  from  this  [quar]ter.  Hoping,  Madam 
that  your  Health  may  be  yet  restor’d,  & above  all  that  you  may 
with  Composure,  meet  every  event,  as  it  may  please  God  to 
dispense,  whether  it  be  for  a longer  or  Shorter  Temporal 
Existence,  I remain  affectionately  y*’® 

Simeon  Deane 

P S.  Cap*  Morgan  is  the  Person  with  whom  M^  D.  went 
to  Europe  on  his  return  was  taken  near  Cape  May.  But  he 
destroyed  his  Papers. 

Remember  me  to  all  Friends 

[Superscribed]  To  M^®®  Elizabeth  Deane  Wethersfield 

inclos’d  to  B D 


SAMUEL  NICHOLSON  TO  SILAS  DEANE 


S"^  Auzicur  May  15**"  1777 


D^'  Sir 

Cap*  Wickes  & my  Self  are  Yet  WaiF  here  with  great 
impatience  for  the  Arrival  of  the  Lexington  Cap*  Johnson 
from  Burdo*,  we  had  determined  on  Wednesday  last  to  go  to 
Sea  without  him;  for  he  informed  us  on  his  Arrival  there 
from  Nants,  that  he  wou’d  Sail  from  that  place  last  Sunday 
was  a Week,  & hear^  nothing  further  from  him  Obliged  us  to 
beleave  he  was  taken,  or  that  some  Accident  had  happened  him. 


1 Bordeaux. 
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but  on  our  going  to  Painbeaf^  on  Thursday  last,  we  were 
Informed  by  A Gent”  there,  who  had  Just  rec'^  a letter  from 
his  friend  at  Burdo,  that  Capt.  Johnson  was  Still  there,  but 
was  to  leave  it  on  Saturday  last,  so  that  we  are  induced  to 
wait  a few  Days  longer,  in  w”^  time  I hope  he  will  make  his 
appearance,  for  I long  to  be  doing.  I am  now  all  fitted  & 
ready  for  Sea,  only  Want®  Some  Officers,  I want  A Master  & 
a Boatswain  very  Much,  my  Boatswain  run  away  from  me 
4 Days  agoe,  I have  had  no  Master  for  the  Vessell  Yet,  but  am 
in  hopes  of  gett®  the  Prize  Master  of  one  of  the  Riseing, 
States’s,  Prizes ; he  gave  me  A promise  Provided  he  can  get 
the  Prize  Sold  in  time  for  us,  M*"  Clark  has  been  on  Shore  this 
Ten  Days  past  with  A bad  hand  & arm,  w”^  he  by  Some  means 
or  other  got  poisned.  Shall  take  him  on  board  again  in  a Day 
or  two,  we  have  on  board  Twenty  eight  in  Number,  14  of 
which  are  French  Men,  & the  greatest  Part  of  them  of  little 
Value,  I am  in  hopes  of  Pick®  up  a few  more  Americans  before 
I Sail,  we  have  had  four  French  Men  run  from  us,  with  my 
Boatswain,  makes  five  runaway,  I am  afraid  to  make  use  of 
any  Disipline  here,  for  fear  of  the  rest  leaving  me,  therefore 
am  Obliged  to  hold  my  hand  as  Yet,  I now  Suffer  no  boat  to 
come  along  Side,  but  Capt  Wickes’s,  & keep  my  own  Inn,  all 
Weathers,  I have  only  my  Second  Lieut^  & one  Mate  I can 
trust  too,  & nither  of  them  was  ever  in  A Vessell  of  War 
before,  D^  sir  Shou’d  have  Wrote  you  oftner  but  have  had  A 
deal  to  do,  & much  Confined,  for  this  little  Vessell  has  tak® 
as  much  fitt®,  as  any  Ship  that  wou’d  Carry  no  more  Guns. 
Shall  write  you  again  on  my  leav®,  this;  there  Arrived  here 
4 Days  agoe  A Sloop  from  Virginia  loaded  with  Tobacco,  had 
about  26  Days  Passage,  have  not  Seen  the  Capt.  but  hear 
nothing  New  Pray  my  CompF®  to  DocP  Franklin  and  Billey; 
DocP  Bancroft  &c  and  am  D**  sir 

Yr  Hble  Serv' 

Sam  Nicholson 

[Superscribed]  To  The  Honble  Silas  Dlan  Esq^  A Paris 
[Endorsed]  Capt.  Nicholson  15^^^  May  ’77 
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JONATHAN  NESBITT  TO  WILLIAM  AYERS 


Dunkirk  May  22*^  1777 


Sir 

The  moment  that  I rec’d  yours  of  the  18^^  I set  off  for 
this  place  & am  this  instant  arriv’d.  I have  open’d  the  Packets 
address’d  to  your  care,  & shall  take  care  to  forward  the  Letters 
according  to  directions ; but  I find  there  are  no  orders  relative 
to  Capt  C — s affair,  the  Vessells  have  been  claim’d  in  form 
by  the  orriginal  owners  but  are  not  yet  releas’d  in  consequence 
thereof,  & a friend  of  ours  here  has  been  speaking  to  M^ 
Morrel  the  Lawyer  to  endeavor  to  hinder  the  Vessells  from 
being  given  up.  M^  Morrel  has  acquainted  me  with  this,  & 
both  he  & myself  are  under  apprehensions  that  such  an  opposi- 
tion might  irritate  the  Court  of  France  & occasion  Capt 
Conyngham’s  receiving  the  worse  treatment  in  consequence 
thereof. 

I beg  that  I may  immediately  have  your  sentim^®  thereon, 
& that  you  will  make  use  of  all  the  Interest  possible  in  behalf 
of  the  Poor  Prisoners  I write  you  in  a great  hurry  the  Post 
just  going  out.  adieu 

Yours  Sincerely 


JoNAT^  Nesbitt 


[Superscribed]  To  Wieeiam  Ayers  Esq^  to  care  of  M"*  W“ 
Hodge  in  Paris 
[Endorsed]  M**  Nesbit 


ARTHUR  LEE  TO  MONSIEUR  FRANCYi 

Munich  May  23^  1777. 

Dear  Sirs 

I arrivd  at  this  City  last  night  & shall  leave  it  for  Vienna 
in  a few  hours.  In  four  days  I expect  to  reach  Vienna;  where 
I shall  rest  two  days,  & then  proceed. 

1 Probably  J.  B.  L.  Theveneau  de  Francy,  an  agent  of  Beau- 
marchais. 
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The  Roads  are  in  general  very  good,  & the  best  part  of 
the  Country  much  like  America.  Travelling  here  is  very 
expensive,  the  people  being  very  desirous  of  retaining  some 
memorial  of  Strangers,  insomuch  that,  as  my  Servant  ex- 
presses it,  they  ecorchoient  les  Voyageurs. 

Nothing  of  the  least  importance  has  occurrd.  I was  un- 
fortunate enough  to  be  taken  with  a fever  soon  after  I set 
out,  which  has  now  left  me.  No  very  convenient  companion 
for  expeditious  travelling.  Please  to  tell  M*'  Grand,  I receivd 
his  Letter  at  Strasbourg,  & will  answer  it  from  Vienna. 

Payne^  desires  his  respects  to  you  My  Comp^®  to  all 

friends. 

I am  dear  Sirs 

y^  very  humb.  Serv^ 

[Superscribed]  A Mons^  Francois  chez  Mons^  de  Chaumont 
a Passe  Paris 

[Endorsed]  Ar.  Lee  Munich  23^  May  1777 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 

Copy 

S^  Pierres  Mque  May  19th  1777 
Mess^^  Franklin  Dean  & Lee 
Gent^ 

Above  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects,  Since  which  have 
received  none  of  your  esteemed  favors 

The  Subject  which  I alluded  to  in  my  last,  is  in  regard  to 
the  Sale  of  our  Produce,  which  the  French  Merchants  at 
present  absolutely  refuse  to  purchase  for  the  European 
Market;  as  many  of  their  Vessels  have  been  already  visited, 
& American  Produce  which  has  been  found  therein,  taken  out 
& confiscated.  This  is  a Matter  of  a very  alarming  Nature, 
Strikes  deep  at  the  Root  of  our  Commerce  with  the  West 
Indies,  & indeed  will  effectually  put  a Stop  to  it.  I am  con- 
siderably in  Debt  here  on  Account  of  the  Congress,  & have  no 


2 This  name  is  doubtful. 
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other  method  of  paying,  but  by  the  Sale  of  Produce  which  is 
remitted  me.  if  this  should  fail,  I shall  find  myself  in  a 
critical  Situation. 

Surely,  the  French  Nation  will  not  put  up  with  Such  a 
wanton  Exertion  of  Authority  which  the  English  assume  to 
themselves ; Surely,  they  will  not  permit  so  gross  an  Insult  to 
be  offered  to  their  Flag  without  resenting  it.  Besides,  it  is  as 
unjust,  as  arrogant,  to  confiscate  the  Goods  belonging  to  the 
French  Merchants,  because  they  are  the  Produce  of  America, 
& purchased  of  those  whom  they  call  Rebels;  for  having  once 
paid  a valuable  Consideration  for  them,  they  effectually  become 
the  Property  of  the  Possessor,  However  as  these  Matters  are 
adjusted  rather  by  the  Law  of  Force,  than  of  Reason,  I 
cannot  but  think  that  the  Complaints  of  the  French  Merchants, 
who  exclaim  loudly  against  these  Proceedings,  will  be  duly 
attended  to  by  Government ; especially,  in  the  present  Situation 
of  Affairs. 

M*"  Davis  has  lately  escaped  from  Dominica  in  the  Habit 
of  a Sailor,  & has  taken  his  Passage  for  America.  I have 
procured  a Copy  of  his  Declaration  from  Dominica  which  I 
have  duly  forwarded  to  Congress.  I imagine  it  will  prevent 
his  meeting  with  an  agreable  Reception. 

There  have  been  no  late  Arrivals  from  America.  The 
inclosed  Papers  will  inform  you  of  the  latest  News  received 
from  thence. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  unfeigned  Regard  &c^ 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 

June  12th  1777 

Gent^ 

Above  is  Copy  of  my  last  Respects,  & am  still  without  any 
of  your  esteemed  Favors.  The  last  Accounts  from  America 
were  of  the  26  April,  by  which  I find  the  operations  of  the 
Army  had  not  as  yet  commenced,  but  it  was  expected  every 
Day  that  the  Campaign  would  open.  By  an  Extract  of  a 
Letter  from  Gen’  Washington  to  the  Congress,  there  is  reason 
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to  believe  that  the  Intention  of  the  Enemy  is  to  make  a 
Diversion  in  the  Bay  of  Delaware  with  a considerable  Number 
of  their  Troops,  whilst  the  rest  march  on  & attack  Philadelphia, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  the  Bravery  & good  Conduct  of 
our  Army,  their  Designs  will  be  compleatly  baffled.  Any  News 
of  Consequence  that  I may  receive  from  the  Continent,  I Shall 
take  Care  to  forward  you  by  the  earliest  Opportunity,  in  the 
meanwhile,  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  you  the  latest  Gazettes 
that  I have  received.  Our  principal  Harbors  being  blocked 
up  by  the  British  Navy,  I am  very  fearfull  of  our  Commerce 
being  greatly  interrupted,  & that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
Congress  to  export  Sufflcient  Funds  to  preserve  their  Credit 
abroad,  by  enabling  their  Agents  to  fulfill  their  Engagements. 

You  will  please  to  find  enclosed  an  attested  Copy  of 
Sundry  Expences,  incurred  on  Account  of  the  Ship  Seine, 
Since  She  was  taken  & carried  into  Dominica. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  Gent 

Your  obed‘  hble  serv^ 

Bingham 

[Endorsed]  Bingham  June  12^^  1777 


SAMUEL  NICHOLSON  TO  JONATHAN  WILLIAMS 

[Copy] 

S’-  Malo  June  27  1777 

Dear  Sir 

This  will  inform  you  of  Cap^  Wicks  & myself  being 
chased  in  here  this  day  by  a 74  Gun  ship  who  we  fell  in  with 
yesterday  morning  of  Ushant,  Johnston  was  in  company  the 
first  of  the  Chase  but  altred  his  course  & Left  us  where  he  will 
get  into  I know  not,  but  I imagine  he  will  endeavour  to  beat 
down  Channel  & get  into  Nantes  or  Bordeaux,  we  had  been 
through  the  Irish  Channel  & betwen  the  Islands  of  Scilley  & 
the  Lands  End  of  England,  & Stretching  over  to  Ushant  fell  in 
with  this  Ship;  Captain  Wicks  only  escaped  by  throwing  all 
his  guns  overboard  and  sawing  three  of  his  beams  in  two,  he 
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had  I suppose  a Thousand  shot  fired  at  him,  but  very 
fortunately  none  struck  him;  in  our  Rout  we  took  18  prizes, 
8 of  which  we  sent  forward  for  any  port  they  could  make  in 
France  or  Spain,  7 we  Sunk  & 1 we  gave  the  prisoners  & two 
Smugglers  we  gave  them  their  Vessells  again. 

My  Little  vessell  is  torn  all  to  peices,  if  She  goes  out 
again  from  here  she  must  have  new  Mast  Bowsprit  &c,  how- 
ever I hope  they  will  never  think  of  fitting  her  out  again,  as 
she  will  be  only  a pick  pocket  to  them,  as  she  is  by  no  means 
fitt  for  the  business,  I have  Suffer’d  a great  Deal  in  her  this 
Cruize,  have  been  constantly  under  water  as  we  have  had  bad 
wether.  We  are  Received  by  Governor  and  all  the  Officers 
of  this  port  with  open  arms  and  every  Service  offer’d  us. 
Amongst  our  Prizes  sent  forward  is  a Jamaica  Ship  a 
Norwayman  & a Wheat  Vessell  very  Valuable.  If  you  can  be 
of  any  Service  to  me  in  getting  a nother  Vessell  I hope  you 
will  use  your  Interest.  Pray  write  & Let  me  know  if  you 
have  any  news  from  America.  I am  Sir  your  very  hum^^® 
Serv^ 

Sign’d  Sam  Nichoeson 

To  J WiEEiAM  Nantes 
[Endorsed]  Capt  Nicholson  June  27.  1777 


LETTER  FROM  PETER  LANDAIS^ 

Monsieur 

J’ai  I’honneur  de  vous  donner  avis  qu’ayant  44  Pieces 
d’huille,  19  Pierre  de  marbre,  5000  Paquets  de  figues,  25“  de 
Savon  et  2000  olives  a mettre  a I’huille.  Abord,  je  mi  etois 

1 

Sir, 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  having  44  barrels  of  oil,  19 
slabs  of  marble,  5000  packages  of  figs,  25  thousand  of  soap  and  2000 
olives  to  put  in  oil,  on  board,  I had  gone  to  take  the  vessel  out  of  the 
harbor  and  to  go  and  anchor  in  a roadstead  a league  from  here,  where 
I was  planning  in  two  days  to  take  the  remainder  on  board,  but  at  the 
moment  when  we  were  casting  off  M.  Poellon  came  and  told  me  that 
I could  not  sail.  I know  that  he  has  orders,  even,  not  to  give  any  per- 
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rendu  pour  sortir  le  batiment  du  Port  et  aller  mouiller  I’encre 
en  une  rade  a une  lieue  d’ici,  ou  je  me  proposois  dans  deux 
jours  d’embarquer  le  reste,  mais  a Tinstant  que  nous  demarions 
M*"  Poellon  est  venu  me  dire,  que  je  ne  pouvois  sortir,  je  scai 
qu’il  a ordre,  meme,  de  ne  delivrer  aucun  effets  pour  le  charge- 
ment  de  Theureux  que  quand  il  aura  recu  de  nouveaux  ordres 
a cet  effet : ainsi  je  suis  id  les  bras  croises  jusqu’a  que  vous 
n’ayez  fait  lever  les  obstacles  qui  nous  retiennent  et  fait  donner 
des  ordres  pour  qu’on  nous  donne  celle  de  partir  si  vous  le 
jugez  a propos. 

J’espere  que  celle  que  vous  m’aurez  ecrite  en  reponse  a 
celle  que  j’eus  I’honneur  de  vous  adresser  le  23®  Cour^  levera 
toute  difficulty  et  me  mettra  dans  le  cas  de  suivre  vos  ordres  et 
de  commencer  le  voyage 

Jes  Suis  Tres  Respectueusement  Monsieur 

Votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  Serviteur 

Le  Passant 

Vous  receverez  apres  mon  depart  les  reuseignements 
que  vous  m’avez  fait  Thonneur  de  me  demander 
Marseille  le  30®  Juin  1777. 

Nota:  Les  Monnaies  sont  [ ? ] pour  Mo**  Landy 

et  aussi  pour  les  Articles^ 

[Endorsed]  Capt  Landy  30^^  June  1777 

mit  for  the  loading  of  the  “Heureux”  until  he  has  received  new  orders 
to  do  so.  So  I am  here  with  my  arms  folded  until  you  have  removed 
the  obstacles  that  are  keeping  us  here,  and  have  given  orders  to  have 
them  give  us  orders  to  leave,  if  you  think  best. 

I hope  that  the  one  that  you  have  written  me  in  reply  to  the  one  I 
had  the  honor  to  send  you  on  the  23rd  inst.  will  remove  all  difficulties 
and  will  enable  me  to  carry  out  your  orders  and  commence  the  voyage. 

I am  very  respectfully  Sir 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Le  Passant 

You  will  receive  after  my  departure  the  information  that  you  have 
done  me  the  honor  to  ask  of  me. 

MarseieeES,  June  30th,  1777. 

Note:  The  money  is  [ ? ] for  M’'  Landy  and  also  for 

the  Articles. 


2 The  note  is  in  another  hand. 
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THOMAS  BELL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Marskms  y®  25  of  July  1777 
Sir 

After  Closing  My  Last  of  the  23  M*"  Oneil  Came  to 
town  and  Lefeber  the  Night  before  Oneil  I have  Sean  but 
Lefeber  I have  not  Oneil  Wanted  Money  of  Me  Wich  I 
refused  to  Let  him  have  A Singel  farthing  and  desired  M^ 
Figuet  Not  to  Supply  him  With  Any  on  Our  Accounts,  you 
May  depend  that  Figuet  and  Lefeber  Are  hand  and  Glove 
together  on  this  Occation  Figuet  Says  Lefeber  is  Sick  and 
Cant  be  Sean,  as  I Can  Larn  Figuet  has  Sent  Oneil  of  for 
Paris  to  try  to  Clear  the  Matter  up  in  favor  of  himself  and 
Lefeber  the  Said  Figuet  Says  the  Bark  did  Not  Cost  More 
than  £24000  Livers  Genoa  Money  and  the  Best  Wood  have 
Gone  for  out  fits  and  No  Wone  Can  tell  What  You  May  de- 
pend that  you  Paid  for  the  Bark  or  Ship  as  they  May  Call  hir 
that  Went  from  hear  for  Charles  town  S°  Carolina  and  for 
Gods  Sack  be  on  your  Gaurd  With  thes  men,  as  to  My  Officers 
and  Sailors  I dont  know  What  to  do  for  thay  Want  to  Return 
to  Nantes  as  to  Give  them  Any  Sum  of  Money  Without  your 
Orders  I cant  from  Sir  your  Most  Obe^  Serv*  to  Command 

Tho®  BerIv 

P S.  Oneil  has  had  of  Me  from  first  to  Last  the  Sum  of 
£216  Livers 

To  the  Honb^®  Siras  Deane  Esq^  at  Paris 
[Superscribed]  To  The  Honb^  Silas  Dean  Esq^  at  Paris 
[Endorsed]  Capt.  Bell  July  25.  1777 


WILLIAM  BINGHAM  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS 

S"^  Pierre  Mque  August  IP^  1777 

Gent^ 

By  a Sloop  of  War  Sailing  this  Evening  for  Brest,  I 
have  only  Time  to  communicate  to  you  the  important  News 
that  has  been  received  to  Day  by  a Vessel  which  Sailed  from 
Salem  the  beginning  of  July  & brings  a Gazette  of  the  3^^  of 
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that  Month  which  mentions  that  Gen^  Howe  after  having  made 
a Junction  of  Some  of  his  Troops  to  those  of  Gen^  Cornwallis 
at  Brunswic,  marched  out  of  that  City  the  13  June,  taking  the 
Road  towards  Philadelphia;  that  having  reached  Somerset 
which  is  Seven  Miles  Distance,  he  halted.  Stay’d  there  a few 
Days  & then  marched  back  again.  Gen^  Washington  preceiving 
this  Manauvre  ordered  Several  Divisions  to  advance  & attack 
them  on  their  Ports,  which,  as  Soon  as  they  discovered,  they 
made  their  Despositions  for  retreating,  crossed  the  River 
Rariton  at  the  Bridge  & marched  on  to  Amboy  & from  thence 
were  embarking  for  New  York;  they  pillaged  & destroyed 
almost  the  whole  Town  of  Brunswic  before  they  left  it.  Some 
Light  Infantry  Companies  & Riflemen  harrassed  them  in  their 
Retreat  & killed  & took  Prisoners  upwards  of  200  Men. 

The  Advantages  that  America  will  derive  from  this  Affair 
are  obvious  to  the  most  inattentive  observer;  the  inevitable 
Delays  that  it  will  occasion  in  the  operations  of  the  British 
Army  must  be  a great  Hindrance  to  their  intended  Schemes. 

If  this  affair  of  Gen^  Howe’s  opening  the  Campaign  with 
a Retreat  & losing  in  a Day  what  his  unremitting  Efforts 
were  bent  to  gain  during  the  whole  of  last  summer  I Say,  if 
this  Affair  is  improved  to  as  great  an  Advantage  as  it  will 
admit  of,  I am  confident  it  will  prove  a mortal  Stab  to  public 
Credit  in  England,  which  I have  long  thought  to  be  placed 
upon  a tottering  foundation  & have  wondered  how  it  could  be 
Supported  when  every  Circumstance  tended  to  precipitate  its 
Downfall. 

The  foregoing  Particulars  I have  extracted  from  a Boston 
Gazette ; their  Authenticity  you  may  depend  upon  as  they  are 
confirmed  by  the  concurring  Testimony  of  Sundry  Letters, 
inserted  therein,  from  different  Persons.  I will  inclose  you 
the  Gazette  if  I can  procure  it,  but  I imagine  the  General  (in 
whose  Possession  it  is)  will  wish  to  forward  it  With  his 
Despatches  to  France.  The  Conte  D’argout  (the  former 
General)  gave  Orders  that  all  News  Papers  & public  Prints 
that  came  from  the  Continent  should  be  delivered  to  me,  but 
Since  his  Departure  for  S*^  Domingo  I do  not  think  these 
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Orders  have  been  renewed.  As  it  lies  with  the  General  to  add 
Ease  & Facility  to  many  of  my  Operations  that  regard  the 
Continent,  I Should  be  very  happy  if  you  could  procure  a Hint 
to  be  given  him  that  Such  Conduct  would  be  approved  off. 

Two  Continental  Frigates  & a Number  of  Privateers 
Sailed  Some  time  ago  from  Boston,  their  Destination  was 
kept  a profound  Secret,  but  the  Effects  of  it  are  now  well 
known  & confessed  throughout  all  the  English  Islands,  they 
took  their  Departure  for  Newfoundland  where  they  burnt  & 
destroyed  upwards  of  Thirty  Sail  of  Vessels  that  were  fishing 
on  the  Banks.  Commodore  Manly  fell  in  with  the  Fox  Frigate 
of  28  Guns  & took  her.  It  is  thought  this  Expedition  was  not 
finished,  but  that  they  mean  to  lay  in  wait  to  intercept  the 
homeward  bound  Convoy  of  West  India  Men. 

I have  received  your  much  esteemed  favor  of  the  7 June 
on  the  Subject  of  Supplying  M^  Davis  & Mon®  Raupancourt 
with  Money,  which  I find  does  not  altogether  meet  with  your 
Approbation.  The  former  not  having  a Credit  on  me  I Should 
absolutely  have  refused,  had  it  not  been  for  a Letter  wrote 
by  M^  Carmichael  in  his  Favor  addressed  to  the  different 
Committees  on  the  Continent,  wherein  he  mentions  that  he  is 
recommended  to  Congress  by  the  Commissioners  & urges 
them  to  give  him  all  Facility  & Assistance.  M^  Deane  will  do 
me  the  Justice  to  say,  that  the  latter  I could  not  with  any 
Decency  refuse,  after  recollecting  the  Letter  of  Credit  which 
he  was  furnished  with.  Copy  of  which  I have  herewith  the 
honor  to  enclose  you. 

I Saw  that  his  Profusion  exceeded  all  Bounds  of  Decorum 
& I Should  certainly  not  have  complied  with  his  Requisitions 
for  Money  from  any  other  Consideration  than  that  of  paying 
a proper  Attention  to  M^  Deanes  Letter.  No  well-founded 
Complaint  I hope  will  ever  be  laid  against  me  for  trusting  too 
much  to  Specious  Appearances  in  Cases  of  this  Nature.  I 
have  always  been  upon  my  Guard  against  them ; but  I cannot 
Suffer  my  own  Opinion  to  exercise  itself  to  the  Prejudice  of 
Persons  who  bring  with  them  the  Sanction  of  Letters  of 
Recommendation  from  my  particular  Friends. 
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I have  herewith  the  honor  to  enclose  you  Copy  of  a Letter 
which  I procured  from  Dominica  wrote  by  an  officer  in  New 
York  to  his  Friend  in  that  Place,  wherein  he  laments  the 
fatal  Effects  that  he  forebodes  will  ensue  from  the  Differences 
that  exist  betwix  the  British  & Hessian  Troops. 

The  Mary  Catherine  from  Dunkirk,  loaded  with 
Ammunition  & military  stores  for  the  Continent,  arrived  at 
Fort  Royal  yesterday.  I received  a Letter  from  Mess^ 
Emmery  (of  the  9^^  June)  desiring  me  to  receive  & take 
proper  Care  of  them. 

I shall  endeavor  to  purchase  or  Freight  a Vessel  for  the 
Continent  & forward  them  immediately. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  GenF 

Your  obed^  hble  serv* 

Bingham 

P S Since  writing  the  above  I have  understood  that  the 
sloop  of  War  before  mentioned  is  not  bound  to  France.  The 
General  has  Sent  his  to  N York  under  pretence  of  bringing 
off  Some  french  Prisoners  that  are  unlawfully  confined  there; 
this  is  the  Ostensible  Reason,  the  real  one  will  be  obvious  to 
you.  I have  procured  the  Gazette  of  the  3^  July  & enclose  it 
to  you  with  a Number  of  others. 

[Endorsed]  Bingham  Aug.  IP^  1777 


SAMUEL  NICHOLSON  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

S^  Maw  SepP  16'^  1777 

Honhle  Gent^ 

I am  just  SetP  off  for  Nantes  have  Setteled  Acc*^®  with 
Mess*'®  Desegray  Beaugeard  fils  & C°  for  the  Disburs‘®  of  the 
Sloop  Dolphin,  & have  drawn  on  you  for  the  ballance  of  the 
Same,  Amount^  to  Four  Thousand  seven  Hundred  & three 
Livers  10®  I have  taken  fifty  Guineas  of  this  Amount  along 
with  me  in  Case  I Shou’d  not  find  M^  Williams  at  Nantes,  I 
Shall  as  usual  give  the  Dolphin  Credit  for  the  different  Sums 
taken  up  and  Make  her  Debtor  for  the  Different  Disburs^® 
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on  her,  still  a fine  Wind  blow^  for  my  friend  Wickes,  hope  he 
is  by  this  clear  of  the  Channel  I am  Gent°  with  due  regard  your 

Hble  serv^ 

Sam  Nichoeson 

[Superscribed]  To  The  Honble  Sieas  Deane  Esq^  At  Paris 
[Endorsed]  Capt.  Nicholson  16  Sept.  1777 


GUSTAVUS  CUNNINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Ferroee  17^^  Septem^  1777 

Sylas  Deane  Bsq^ 

Sir 

I wrote  you  fully  on  my  arrival  here  to  which  please 
refer,  I then  requested  that  you  woud  open  a Credit  in  my 
favour,  in  order  to  purchase  a mast  & procure  me  some  other 
necessarys  the  want  of  which  oblig’d  me  to  put  in  here. 

At  the  time  I wrote  you,  cou’d  not  find  any  person  here 
that  woud  advance  me  any  Cash,  I then  went  to  the  Groin, 
where  I apply’d  to  Mess*"®  Legoaner  & C°  (a  French  House) 
who  readily  agreed  to  supply  me  with  what  I might  want,  I 
have  got  every  thing  done  in  as  cheap  & Speedy  a Maner  as 
was  possible,  the  expence  will  be  great,  every  thing  here  being 
Sold  at  a most  exorbitant  rate. 

On  the  29*^  Ult°  one  of  our  prizes  (namely  the  Black 
Prince)  arriv’d  here,  the  Vessell  I have  sold  for  £225  Ster 
the  cargo  I might  allso  Sell,  or  rather  throw  away,  which  (tho’ 
a prize)  wou’d  not  Ans^,  have  therefore  concluded  on  sending 
it  to  Bayone  in  the  same  vessell,  which  her  purchaser  takes 
under  cover  of  papers  belonging  to  a Brigg  of  his  own,  for 
which  he  is  to  have  £50  Ster  Freight,  he  is  to  pay  me  here 
3000  LP®^  the  remainder  to  be  discounted  at  Bayone,  this  I 
think  to  be  the  most  safe  & Speedy  method  of  geting  the 
money,  the  Cargoe  is  address’d  to  Dominique  Cabaneus 
L’aine  Merch*^  to  be  held  at  the  will  of  M’’  Lagoaner,  all  this 
I hope  will  meet  your  approbation,  I am  in  a very  unhappy 
Situation  with  regard  to  Men  & Sorry  to  Inform  y^  that  such 
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a Crew,  was  never  on  board  any  Vessell  owing  intirely  to  the 
Colission  of  some  of  my  officers  who  have  very  industriously 
Strove  to  poison  the  minds  of  all  the  men,  with  such  as  have 
Misbehav’d  I have  taken  Steps  agreeable  to  the  Rosolutions 
of  Continental  Congress  which  I have  on  board,  but 

these  resolves  are  of  an  old  date  & not  so  much  in  their  favour 
as  those  Since  made,  which  is  a plea  these  Knowing  Gent : of 
mine,  have  made  use  of,  setting  forth  that  they  are  thereby 
depriv’d  of  their  full  shares  of  prize-money  & Wages,  had  it 
not  been  for  these  men  I shou’d  have  accomplish’d  my  Voyage 
without  taking  any  Vessell  but  from  the  universal  murmer  by 
them  Created,  was  oblig’d  to  Act  in  the  maner  I have  done.  It 
cannot  be  say’d  that  we  were  the  first  commencers  of  Hostiltys, 
an  English  Frigate  having  fir’d  on  us,  the  day  after  we  left 
Dunkerque,  & Since  that,  several  of  their  ships  acted  in  like 
manner,  on  the  7^^  August  we  put  into  Ireland  where  we  took 
Water  & provisions. 

I shall  be  very  unhappy  till  I hear  of  Hodge  I must 
think  that  he  has  long  Since,  quit  France,  as  various  must 
be  the  reports  of  us  long  before  they  cou’d  have  got  at  the 
Certain  knowledge  of  what  we  had  done. 

I purpose  leaving  this  the  19^^  Inst.  & if  I can  Man  one 
or  two  prizes  on  this  Coast,  shall  do  it,  if  not,  will  proceed 
fast  as  possible  to  Martinique,  I am  afraid  to  put  too  much 
confidence  in  any  power  in  Europe,  & as  the  manner  in  which 
I was  fitted  out,  made  So  much  Noise  I think  it  most  prudent 
to  go  out  of  the  way  till  Such  time  as  they  grow  somewhat 
Coole  & begin  to  forget.  If  it  was  possible  wou’d  be  glad  to 
have  revenge,  ere  I left  Europe  but  the  want  of  Men  leaves 
me  so  Situated  as  not  to  know  how  I shoud  act.  The  Bills 
for  Ransom  of  the  Maria  CapD  Green,  were  drawn  by  said 
Green  on  Mess^®  Cromancle  & Sons  of  Amsterdam  amount 
600  Guineas,  the  first  I forwarded  by  Vessell  for  Amsterdam 
direct,  the  Second  by  vessell  for  Hambro  & the  third  by  a Safe 
Hand  for  Dunkirque,  these  Bill  I hope  will  go  safe  & be 
regularly  pay’d, 

Shou’d  M^  Robert  Murdock  of  Dunkirque  remitt  you 
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about  £100  Ster  for  acco^  of  W“  Scallon  who  is  a Volunteer 
on  board  with  me,  shall  be  thankful  if  you  woud  open  a Credit 
in  his  favour  with  the  Congress,  or  some  House  in  Philadelphia, 
for  the  above  sum,  or  such  Sum  as  Murdock  may  remit, 
this  young  man  I wou’d  wish  to  serve,  he  being  well  Inclin’d 
to  our  cause,  therefore  hope  you’ll  excuse  this  trouble.  The 
12000  R®  which  rec^  part  pay^  of  the  Prize  I apply ’d  to  the 
discharge  of  my  outfit  & for  the  remainder  was  oblig’d  to 
value  on  Mess^®  Gardoqui  & C°  of  Bilboa,  who  I hope  will 
honor  My  Bill  tho’  I as  yet  rec*^  no  Ans^  to  a letter  I wrote 
them  on  my  arrivall  here,  annex’d  you  have  a manifest  of  the 
Black  princes  Cargoe,  the  Wine  Cost  60  @ 62  M^  R®  P pipe 
& of  the  Vintage  72  @ 74, 

I have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  that  I am  very 
respectfully 

Sir  Y*"  most  obed^  Hble  Serv^ 

G CONYNGHAM 

119  pipes  best  port  wine 
24  Quarter  Casks  D° 

119  Chests  Fruit 
12  pipes  Sweet  Oyle 

[Endorsed]  Gustavus  Cunninghams  Lett^  Sep^  1777 


LAGOANERE  & CO.  TO  SILAS  DEANE^ 

La  Corogneee  20.  7^^^®  1777 

Monsieur 

Nous  avons  eu  I’honneur  de  vous  ecrire  le  30  du  mois 
dernier  pour  vous  faire  part  de  la  Relache  au  ferrol  du  Cap® 
Gustavus  Conyngham  Commandant  le  bateau  arme  en  guerre 

1 

lyA  Corogne^E,  September  20,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  the  30th  of  last  month  to  inform 
you  of  the  stop  at  Le  Ferrol  of  Captain  Gustavus  Conyngham  in  com- 
mand of  the  warship  called  the  “Revenge”  belonging  to  the  Congress 
of  the  Thirteen  United  Provinces  of  America,  and  that  this  Captain 
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nomme  La  Revanche  appartenant  au  Congres  des  Treize 
Provinces  unies  d’amerique  & que  ce  Capitaine  s’ettant  adresse 
a notre  maison  pour  les  avances  dont  il  auroit  besoin  pour 
reparer  son  batiment  & prendre  des  Vivres  pour  se  mettre  en 
etat  de  reprendre  la  mer,  nous  lui  avions  promis  de  les  lui  faire 
sur  sa  promesse  de  nous  en  rembourcer  en  ses  trades  sur  MM 
Joseph  Gardoquie  et  fils  de  Bilbao  pour  qui  il  nous  a fait  voir 
une  lettre  de  recommendation  et  Credit  dont  il  etoit  porteur 
& qui  suivant  ce  qu[il]  nous  a [ass]ures,  lui  avoit  ete  fournie 
de  votre  ordre.  Nous  avons  avons  apprendre  aujourd’hui  que 
ce  Cap®  doit  avoir  mis  en  mer  ce  matin  ou  hier  au  soir  apres 
avoir  change  son  grand  mat,  fait  toutes  les  reparations  neces- 
saires  a son  batiment  et  pris  pour  deux  mois  de  Vivres  pour 
tout  son  equipage.  Il  nous  a reste  devoir  pour  solde  de  nos 
avancer  une  Somme  de  Vingt  cinq  mille  Cinq  cent  soixante  et 
treize  reaux  de  Veillon  dont  il  nous  a fait  le  payement  en 
satraite  de  la  meme  Somme  du  16  du  Courant  a 40  Jours  de 
date  & a n/o  sur  les  susdits  Sieurs  Gardoquie  & fils  de  Bilbao 

having  applied  to  us  for  the  sums  he  would  need  in  order  to  repair  his 
ship  and  buy  provisions  in  order  to  get  into  condition  to  go  to  sea 
again,  we  had  promised  to  advance  them  to  him  upon  his  promise  to 
reimburse  us  by  drafts  on  MM.  Joseph  Gardoquie  et  Fils  of  Bilbao, 
for  whom  he  showed  us  a letter  of  recommendation  and  credit  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer  and  which,  according  to  his  [statement  to]  us, 
had  been  furnished  him  by  your  order.  We  have  learned  today  that 
this  Captain  must  have  put  to  sea  this  morning  or  yesterday  evening 
after  having  changed  his  mainmast,  made  all  necessary  repairs  to  his 
ship,  and  taken  on  two  months’  provisions  for  his  entire  crew.  He 
owes  us  a balance  on  our  advances  of  twenty-five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  reals  of  vellorfi,  which  he  has  paid  us  by  his 
draft  for  the  same  sum,  dated  the  16th  instant,  at  forty  days  from  date 
and  to  our  order  upon  the  aforesaid  MM.  Gardoquie  & Fils  of  Bilbao, 
payable  in  Madrid,  which  we  hope  they  will  honor,  and  which  we  take 
the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  in  case  of  need. 

We  also  furnished  the  said  Conyngham,  after  his  aforesaid 
draft,  a sum  of  3193  reals  6 maravedis  of  vellon  in  several  payments 
which  we  made  for  his  account,  according  to  the  account  which  he 
drew  up  for  us,  and  for  which  he  has  promised  to  reimburse  us  out  of 


2 An  alloy  of  copper  and  silver. 
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payable  dans  Madrid,  que  nous  esperons  qu’ils  honnoreront 
d’un  bon  accueil  et  que  nous  prenons  la  liberte  de  vous  recom- 
mander au  besoin. 

Nous  avons  en  outre  fourni  au  dit  S'"  Conyngham  depuis 
sa  traite  susditte  une  somme  de  3193  reaux  6 inrs  de  veillon 
en  divers  payements  que  nous  avons  fait  pour  son  Compte 
suivant  celui  qu’il  nous  a arrette  et  dont  il  nous  a promis  de 
nous  assignor  le  rembourcement  sur  le  produit  d’un  brigantin 
charge  de  vin  et  autres  denrees  allant  de  Porte  en  Porte  a Pli- 
mouth  dont  il  s’est  empare,  qui  est  arrive  depuis  lui  au  ferrol  et 
qui  doit  aussi  en  etre  sorti  avec  lui.  Nous  pensons  qu’il  vous 
aura  rendu  Compte  de  tout  ce  qui  le  Concerne  & La  susdite 
prise,  dans  la  lettre  qu’il  nous  a remis  pour  vous  faire  passer 
& que  vous  trouveres  sous  la  meme  envelope  que  la  presente 
ce  qui  nous  dispense  d’entrer  dans  de  plus  grands  details  a ce 
sujet. 

Nous  lui  avons  fourni  des  lettres  de  Recommendation  et 
credit  sur  nos  amis  de  differents  ports  de  cette  Cote  dont  il 

the  proceeds  of  a brigantine  loaded  with  wine  and  other  products  on 
its  way  from  port  to  port  to  Plymouth  which  he  captured,  which 
reached  he  Ferrol  after  him,  and  which  must  also  have  left  with  him. 
We  believe  that  he  has  doubtless  given  you  complete  information  about 
himself  and  the  aforesaid  prize  in  the  letter  that  he  handed  us  to 
forward  to  you,  and  which  you  will  find  in  the  same  envelope  as  this 
present  letter,  which  makes  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  go  into  greater 
detail  in  this  matter. 

We  have  furnished  him  with  letters  of  recommendation  and  credit 
upon  our  friends  in  various  ports  on  this  coast  which  he  can  use  in 
case  of  need  with  the  greatest  confidence. 

He  told  us,  as  he  doubtless  informs  you,  that  he  expected  to  enter 
this  or  some  other  harbor  on  the  coast  before  finishing  his  cruise  in 
order  to  get  any  orders  that  you  might  see  fit  to  send  him  in  our  care, 
and  you  may  rest  assured.  Sir,  that  if  you  send  him  any  we  shall  get 
it  to  him  with  all  security  and  diligence. 

We  repeat  to  you  the  sincere  offer  of  everything  within  our  power, 
and  the  assurance  of  the  high  esteem  with  which  we  have  the  honor  to 
be.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 
Lagoaneru  & Comp 


M«  Deane  at  Paris 


LAGOANERE  & CO. 


117 


pourra  faire  usage  au  besoin  avec  la  plus  grande  Confiance. 

II  nous  a dit,  comme  il  vous  en  previent  sans  doute  a vous 
meme  qu’il  comptoit  d’entrer  dans  ce  port  ou  quelqu’autre  de 
la  Cote  avant  d’achever  sa  Croisiere  pour  prendre  les  ordres 
que  vous  jugeries  a propos  de  lui  faire  passer  sous  notre 
Couvert  & vous  pouves  Compter,  Monsieur,  que  si  vous  lui  en 
adresse  quelqu’un  que  nous  lui  ferons  parvenir  avec  toute 
surete  et  diligence. 

Nous  vous  reiterons  Toff  re  sincere  de  tout  ce  qui  peut 
dependre  de  nous  & Tassurance  de  la  parfaite  Consideration 
avec  laquelle  nous  avons  Thonneur  d’etre  Monsieur 

Vos  tres  humbles  & tres 
obeissants  serviteurs 
Lagoanerk  & Comp 

Monsieur  DeanE  a Paris 
[Endorsed]  Mess  Lagoanne  & C[  ] LetP 


JOHN  ROSS  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Copy  Paragraph  of  a Letter  received  from  Mess^®  Delap 

dated  Bourd^  27  SepP  1777 

‘‘Our  best  Compliments  wait  on  Doct**  Franklin  and  M*" 
Deane,  & please  inform  them,  that  we  are  impatient  to  hear 
from  them.  We  have  however  got  the  two  Vessels  that  were 
stoped  cleared.  They  both  left  Blaye  last  Monday,  and  as  the 
wind  has  been  favourable  ever  Since,  we  hope  they  are  both 
well  Advanced  out  of  the  Bay  & off  this  Coast,  which  we 
think  the  most  dangerous  it  being  infested  both  by  Men  of 
War  and  Privateers” 

M^  Ross  Compliments  wait  on  the  Honb^®  Commissioners. 
He  received  a letter  this  Instant  from  Mess^®  Delap  from 
which  the  above  Copy  is  extracted  for  their  information 
Wednesday  evening  7 O Clock. 

[Superscribed]  To  The  Hon^^®  Sieas  Deane  Esq^  Passy 
[Endorsed]  M^  Ross  7 OcP  1777 
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GUSTAVUS  CUNNINGHAM  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Corona  S*"**  October  1777 

Sylas  Deane  Bsq^ 

Sir 

I wrote  you  from  Ferroll  the  17*^^  Ult®  to  which  pray  refer, 
I saild  from  thence  the  20^^^  d®  (being  orderd  by  the  Governor 
so  to  do)  & on  the  25^^  fell  in  with  a ship  who  shew’d  no 
portugeese  colours  on  Asking  her  name  & that  of  the  CapU 
was  told  the  S^  John  Evangelist  CapF  Nich®  Kelly  bound  from 
Dublin  to  opporto,  to  which  last  mentiond  place  he  said  the 
Vessell  belong’d  we  then  desird  he  wou’d  bring  his  papers  on 
board,  which  he  did,  amongst  which  was  none  relative  to  her 
being  portugeese  property,  than  an  old  pass  granted  in  the 
year  1774  with  the  Name  of  the  Vessell  for  which  it  was 
originally  granted,  eras’d  out  & that  of  the  S^  John  Evangelist 
put  in,  on  asking  the  CapF  why  it  was  thus  erasd,  said  he 
coud  not  tell  that  it  was  sent  him  f“  oporto  to  Dublin  & that 
his  Vessell  was  sold  the  Voyage  before  in  opporto,  on  being 
ask’d  where  he  was  born,  & where  his  Eng:  colours  were, 
said  he  was  Born  in  oporto  & that  his  Vessell  being  portugeese 
property  had  no  occasion  for  Eng:  colours  & that  there  was 
none  on  board,  all  which  we  knew  to  be  false.  Some  of  our 
people  being  Intimately  acquainted  w^  him,  knew  him  to  be 
born  in  Wexford  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  that  his  Vessell 
was  call’d  the  Brothers  & the  property  of  Pat*^  McGuire  & Sons 
of  Dublin,  one  of  his  people  (a  Spaniard)  told  us  that  the 
Eng.  Colours  were  hid  in  the  Ballast  & on  our  Searching 
found  them  there,  he  allso  told  us,  that  when  we  chas’d  them 
& CapP  Kelly  find^  he  cou’d  not  get  clear  had  Burn’d  all  his 
Eng : Papers,  this  Capt“  Kelly  did  not  deny  but  said  they  were 
papers  of  no  use  to  him. 

His  light  bill  declares  him  to  be  a British  ship  & the  Logg 
of  his  former  Voyage  is  Kept  under  the  Name  of  the  Brothers, 
notwithstanding  what  Kelly  had  said  of  her  being  then  sold 
in  porto  & her  Name  alterd  to  the  S*^  Jn°  Evangelist,  on  asking 
how  all  this  cou’d  happen  he  said  that  the  whole  was  a mistake. 
In  short,  from  his  Veague  ans*"®  & many  other  Circumstances 
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it  appeard  to  me  that  his  Colours  & passport  were  meerly 
fictitious  & that  his  Vessell  was  not  sold  in  opporto  but  did 
realy  belong  to  Dublin,  on  which  we  put  on  board  a priz- 
master  & sent  her  in  here,  where  I fear  we  wont  be  able  to 
dispose  of  her  to  any  Reasonable  advantage,  if  so,  mr. 
Lagoanere  will  send  her  to  some  port  in  France  (under 
french  papers)  where  a Better  & more  ready  Sale  may  be  had 
We  are  not  permitted  to  Stay  in  the  ports  of  Spain  longer 
than  to  Supply  ourselves  with  provisions  &c  I am  not  fond 
of  trusting  too  much  to  them  will  therefore  Sail  hence  in  a 
day  or  two  & make  about  a months  Cruise  in  which  time  I 
hope  to  pick  up  one  or  two  prizes,  which  is  the  most  I cou’d 
man.  Shal  then  put  in  here  take  in  necessarys  & proceed 
directly  home,  mean  time  woud  be  happy  to  hear  from  you, 
shou’d  you  please  to  give  me  any  orders,  direct  to  me  at  Mess^® 
Lagonaner  & C°®  Corona,  my  reason  for  puting  in  here  was  to 
see  what  coud  be  done  with  this  pri[ze]  that  It  might  govern 
me  in  Simelar  Cases.  She  was  in  ballast  & burthen  about  200 
Tons 

G CONYNGHAM 

[Superscribed]  To  The  Hon'^^®  Sylas  Deank  Esq^  Paris 
[Endorsed]  Capt.  Cunningham  3*^  Oct*’  1777 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  JOSIAH  BUCK 

Paris  October  1777 

Dear  Brother 

’Tis  likely  you  have  several  times  heard  of  me  since  I 
left  you,  as  I’ve  often  wrote  our  Bro^  B D,  & desiring  him 
always  to  give  you  my  kind  remembrance  &c. 

I arriv’d  in  this  City  a few  Days  ago,  & tomorrow  or 
next  Day  set  out  by  Land  for  Dunkirk  & thence  by  Land  to 
Amsterdam,  from  which  I hope  to  be  back  & ready  to  embark 
for  Virginia  in  about  four  Weeks,  from  which  place  if  I’m 
not  taken  you’l  possibly  hear  from  me.  I’m  exceeding  anxious 
concerning  my  Dear  friends  in  N England,  from  our  News  of 
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Ticonderoga  being  taken,  I fear  you  are  hard  put  to  it,  & God 
only  knows  when  it  will  be  better. 

Have  had  my  Health  very  well  since  my  leaving  Virginia 
but  when  I may  see  you  again  is  very  Doubtful;  possibly  it 
may  be  a long  Time.  Tho’  you  know  ’tis  not  from  want  of  a 
sincere  affection  for  you  & my  Dear  Sister,  that  I shou’d  be 
absent.  But  business  now  drives  me  other  ways,  what  it  may 
turn  out  I know  not.  I want  to  send  you  some  of  the  many 
things  in  this  very  great  & gay  City,  but  as  I’m  near  240  Miles 
from  the  Vessel,  together  with  the  uncertainty  of  where  she 
may  arrive  in  America  makes  it  very  Difficult. 

I’ve  wrote  you  by  the  Ship  Mars  Cap^  Truxten,  to  which 
& also  to  my  Brother  Barna®  Letter,  I refer  you,  being  really 
in  exceeding  haste.  My  best  respect  to  your  Father  & his 
Family  & to  your  Brother  & family  & other  friends.  I by  no 
means  forget  your  little  Son,  & am  with  much  affection  Dear 
Brother  & Sister 

Yours  S D 

P S our  — bids  me  give  you  his  Compliments,  he  is 
very  busy  this  Evening  making  out  Dispatches,  & crowded 
with  very  great  Folks 

N B pray  take  special  Care  of  my  Papers  at  your  House. 
[Superscribed]  Cap^  Josiah  Buck,  Wethersfield  Inclos’d  to 

Care  of  M^  B Deane 

[Endorsed]  Silas  Deane  to  J.  Buck  Paris  Oct.  5,  1777 


BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
Camp  above  North waies,  OcP  14,  1777 

Dear  Sir 

I am  set  down  to  write  you  a line  tho’  I never  have  heard 
or  rec'^  any  thing  from  you  since  I left  Wethersf*^.  Our  Army 
keep  their  old  encampment  as  yet,  perhaps  to  get  things  in  a 
little  better  preparation  for  a movement,  when  I think  we 
shall  try  on  one  attack  more.  Since  the  action  of  the  4^^  the 
Enemy  have  erected  small  breastworks  across  the  main  roads 
leading  to  Germantown,  & on  which  we  then  marched,  & have 
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considerably  enlarged  their  Piquetts.  A Party  of  horse  mostly 
from  our  Reg*  were  ordered  down  a few  nights  ago  to  attack 
the  Enemy’s  Piquett,  & alarm  their  Camp.  The  project  had 
its  desired  effect  The  Enemy  after  Challenging  gave  us  their 
fire,  which  was  returned,  when  they  retiring  to  their  advanced 
Guard  the  whole  Party  discharged.  The  horse  having  reached 
their  Breastwork  could  advance  no  farther  in  the  Dark  (it 
being  about  11  oClock  P.  M)  & so  retired  to  a place  of  safety  a 
little  in  the  rear.  In  two  minutes  time  the  Enemy’s  alarm 
Guns  were  fired,  & nothing  was  heard  but  Drums  beating  to 
Arms.  Their  whole  Camp  was  in  Confusion,  & little  rest  had 
they  thro’  the  night  for  fear  of  the  Rebels.  This  trick  has 
been  played  them  more  than  once,  perhaps  to  harden  them,  & 
make  them  regardless  of  the  real  attack,  whenever  our  Glorious 
Gen^  may  see  fit  to  make  it. 

We  have  heard  a constant  Canonnade  from  our  fort 
below  Philad^  for  some  Days,  am  informed  that  about  2 Days 
ago  the  Enemy  made  an  attempt  to  land  near  the  fort,  when 
our  people  sallied  upon  them  took  an  Officer  & 56  Prisoners, 
& some  say  3 brass  12  pounders  besides.  The  latter  may 
need  proof. 

We  have  just  rec'^  agreeable  news  from  the  Northward, 
which  is  counterbalanced  by  very  disagreeable  intelligence  from 
the  north  river.  As  you  are  much  nearer  than  we  are,  to  both 
the  above  Posts,  you  have  doubtless  had  the  particulars  of 
both  affairs  ere  this.  We  have  a rumour  that  CoP  Webb’s 
Reg*  was  in  fort  Montgomery  when  the  Enemy  stormed  it,  & 
that  L*  CoP  Livingston  was  killed  with  many  others.  As  you 
will  probably  know  the  state  of  Reg*  should  be  glad  to  be 
informed  in  the  premises. 

I shall  conclude  for  the  present,  & add  as  any  thing 
worthy  of  note  may  occur,  till  I am  fav'*  with  an  opportunity 
to  forward  this 

Your  friend  & h*’^®  Serv* 

Bknj^  Tabbmadge 
23'^ 

Our  northern  News  is  favourable  beyond  expression. 
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To  celebrate  so  unprecedented  a Victory,  13  pieces  of  Cannon 
were  fired  on  the  night  the  news  arrived,  followed  by  a Dis- 
charge of  musquetry  from  the  whole  Army,  begining  on  the 
right  of  the  front  line,  & passing  to  the  left  of  the  same,  then 
returning  from  left  to  right  of  the  2^  line.  This  incessant 
fire  lasted  for  a full  hour.  Which  was  finally  concluded  with 
one  general  Shout  from  the  whole  Army. 

On  the  following  day  the  Enemy  left  Germantown,  & 
drew  their  Piquetts  within  3 miles  of  Philad®.  The  horse 
were  in  Germantown  at  one  end  as  Gen^  Howe  marched  out 
of  the  other.  On  the  following  Day  I was  in  the  Pensylvania 
Farmer’s  house  (the  situation  of  which  you  are  acquainted 
with)  which  is  the  extent  of  our  Piquet  lines.  This  day  we 
have  had  the  most  severe  Canonnade  at  our  fort  that  I ever 
heard.  2 Ships  Augusta  of  64  Guns  & a Frigate  of  32  D°  were 
yesterday  burnt  by  our  fire  rafts.  On  the  same  Day  Count 
Donop  with  about  12,00  Hessians  crossed  the  Delaware  from 
Philad^  to  take  our  fort  on  red  bank,  that  by  this  means  they 
might  get  possession  of  our  fort  in  the  River.  CoP  Green 
being  apprized  of  their  coming,  quit  s*^  Bank,  leaving  about  30 
men  to  amuse  the  Enemy.  Our  whole  force  was  then 
judiciously  posted  on  the  road  to  ambuscade  the  Enemy,  who 
advanced  with  charged  bayonets,  till  within  musket  Shot  of 
the  fort.  CoP  Green  then  gave  them  a full  discharge  from  his 
whole  Party,  which  compleatly  routed  the  foe.  He  killed 
about  150  dead  on  the  spot,  & took  more  than  that  number  of 
Prisoners.  Out  of  12  brass  field  Pieces  bro’t  over  by  the 
Enemy  they  have  carried  back  but  4. 

We  have  such  plenty  of  good  news  that  the  whole  Camp 
is  full  or  rejoycing  All  wish  for  action  which  we  hourly 
expect. 

With  Compliments  to  all 

friends  I am  yours  affectionatly 

Benj^  Taeemadge 

M*"  Deane 

[Endorsed]  Cap^  Ben  Tallmadge  Octo.  14^^  1777 
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SAMUEL  NICHOLSON  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Nantes  Oct^  30*^^  1777 

Dear  Sir 

Yours  of  the  25*^^  Ins'^  came  duly  to  hand  & note  the 
Contents,  does  not  A little  surprise  me,  Inclosed  you  have 
the  Original  Copy  of  the  Letter  of  advice  sent  you  for  the 
Drawing  those  bills  from  S*^  Malo,  for  the  Disburs^®  of  the 
sloop  Dolphin,  I do  assure  you,  I shou’d  not  have  drawn  on 
you,  had  I not  have  rec'*  Cap^  Wickes’s  Orders  for  So  doing, 
if  the  letter  of  advice  did  not  come  to  hand,  it  is  not  my  fault, 
as  it  was  Delivered  to  Desegray  to  put  Under  cover  to  M** 
Beaugeard  at  Paris,  and  as  to  the  sum  drawn  for,  I am  now 
to  request  the  fav^  of  you  that  you  will  Imediately  give  Orders 
to  Williams  or  Some  other  Person  to  examine  and  receive 
my  acc^^  & rec^®  for  the  Disburs^®  of  that  Vessell,  & my  Dear 
Sir,  you  may  depend  I have  been  cautious  & carefull,  & have 
been  allways  ready  to  render  an  Acc^  of  what  I have  done  with 
the  Money  that  has  been  taken  up  or  drawn  for  by  me,  at  half 
an  Hours  Notice,  & You  may  depend  I have  not  applyed  20  G. 
to  my  own  use  since  I left  Paris,  I am  told  the  Deane  goes  on 
well,  I dare  not  look  at  her  my  self,  I have  only  seen  her  once 
since  she  was  launched.  This  Frigate  goes  by  the  Name  of  the 
Lyon  at  Pres^  but  my  Commission  is  filled  up  for  the  Deane, 
this  matter  I Shall  Settle  on  my  going  on  board  her,  she  is 
the  Same  Dimentions  and  carrys  the  same  Mettal  as  the  Dill- 
aware  & E Hingham  Frigates.  I make  no  doubt  but  is  equal 
to  either  of  those  ships  in  every  respect,  dear  sir  if  I dont 
write  often  enought  it  is  because  I wou’d  not  be  thought 
troublesome  when  I have  nothing  of  moment  to  Communicate 
I am  Dear  sir  with  all  due  regard  your  very  Hble  serv‘d 

Sam  Nicholson 

P.  S.  M^  Jona  Williams  has  got  the  Acc‘  of  Disburs‘d®  at 
S*^  Malo,  if  you  choose  to  have  it,  send  me  word  & I will  send 
you  mine 

[Superscribed]  To  The  Honble  Silas  Deane  Esq  At  Paris 
[Endorsed]  Capt.  Nicholson  30  OcF  1777 
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LETTER  FROM  E.  N.,  Jr.i 
Sir 

It  is  with  peculiar  joy,  I do  myself  the  honor  of  congratu- 
lating you,  upon  the  very  important  Victory  gained  over  Gen^ 
Burgoine,  and  the  Army  under  his  Command,  with  the  great 
advantages  which  will  necessarily  arise  from  so  glorious  an 
event,  to  North  America;  and  take  the  liberty  of  introducing 

Stevenson  of  this  City  to  you,  as  a Gentleman  in  whom 
every  confidence,  which  you  might  think  proper,  may  be 
placed,  being  destined  for  Virginia.  I remain  with  great 
respect 

Sir  Your  most  Obed^  hble  Serv^ 

E.  N.  JuN® 

Bristol  Dec"*  6^^  1777. 

[Endorsed]  E N Jun^  Bristol  Dec^  6 77 


AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  SILAS  DEANE 
AND  SIMEON  DEANE 

(Copy) 

Agreement  &c  between  Silas  Deane  & Simeon  Deane  Viz^ 
The  said  Simeon  now  bound  for  America  shall  on 
his  arrival  establish  his  House  at  Petersburg  or  elsewhere  in 
Virginia  by  the  firm  of  Simeon  Deane  & Company. 

2^  In  Consideration  of  the  Credit  obtained  for  him  in 
Europe  by  the  S'^  Silas  Deane,  and  the  equal  risque  which  the 
S'^  Silas  Deane  runs  of  their  going  out,  the  said  Simeon 
promises  & agrees  to  be  accountable  at  any  time  when  de- 
manded to  the  said  Silas  Deane  for  the  one  half  of  all  the 
Profits,  wether  by  Merchandize,  Commission  or  otherways  that 
shall  be  made  by  said  House  so  established. 

Silas  Deane 
Simeon  Deane 

Paris  22'*  Dec^  1777. 


1 probably  to  one  of  the  Commissioners ; see  N.  Y.  H.  S.  Deane 
Papers,  iii,  182. 
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BENJAMIN  TALEMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Trenton,  Jan^  12,  1778 

My  Dear  Friend  Deane 

As  CoB  Sheldon  & Capt  Belden  are  both  on  their  way  to 
you  I can  have  nothing  worth  noting  in  the  news  way,  & of 
Course,  for  once  in  a Way,  shall  write  but  short. 

We  have  finally  fixed  on  this  place  for  winter  for  the 
Cavalry.  Am  sorry  to  say  that  it  is  without  Stables  or  forage 
of  any  kind,  & what  is  still  worse  the  Country  for  10  miles 
round  is  almost  stript  of  hay  & Grain.  Add  to  this  that  the 
Navy-Gentlemen  about  500  in  number  are  billeted  over  the 
Town  which  makes  it  difficult  to  quarter  the  men. 

I am  most  thankfully  to  acknowledge  the  Rec^  of  your 
most  agreeable  fav^  of  the  18  ult°  containing  several 
satisfactory  solutions  to  questions  of  moment.  I wish  to  God 
I could  pay  you  a Visit  this  Winter,  but  I begin  to  think 
myself  almost  stationary.  Don’t  forget  me,  my  old  friend 
Barna,  when  you  ride  the  Ladies  in  the  Sley  this  winter,  & 
kiss  them  a hundred  times  on  my  acch 

I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Gen^  Polaski  is  much 
disliked  in  the  Cavalry,  but  the  Bearer  can  give  you  further 
information  about  these  things. 

Compliments  to  Miss  Saltonstall,  & Inquiring  friends,  & 
as  Lieut  Pool  will  shortly  set  out  for  home  both  you  & She 
may  depend,  (God  willing)  [on]  hearing  further  from 

Your  ob*^^  Serv* 

B.  Taeemadge 

M^  Deane 

[Superscribed]  M^  Barnabas  Deane  Wethersfield  Connecti- 
cut p^  Capt  Belden 

[Endorsed]  Cap^  Benj  Tallmadge  Jan^  12^^  1778 
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HENRY  LAURENS  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Marine  Committee 

York  April  11th  1778 

Sir, 

We  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  11th  ul°  requiring 
a Remittance  of  20,000  Dollars  to  pay  off  Bills  against  the 
Frigate  Trumbull.  As  it  is  high  Time  that  your  Accounts 
against  that  Vessel  were  closed,  we  must  request  that  you  will 
make  them  up  and  produce  them  to  the  Navy  Board  at  Boston 
for  examination  and  we  shall  give  Orders  for  the  payment  of 
the  balance  that  may  be  justly  due  to  you.  We  are  sir 

Your  hble  servants 

Henry  Laurens 

President. 

M®  Barnabas  Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Wethersfield  Connecti- 
cut 

[Endorsed]  Hon^®  Henry  Laurens  Esq^  April  IF^  1778 


LETTER  FROM  SILAS  DEANE 

On  board  the  Languedoc 
May  IF^^  1778 
Sir 

The  situation  of  the  British  Forces  in  America,  when  the 
last  Accounts  came  from  thence  was  as  follows.  General 
Howe  at  Philadelphia,  with  about  Twelve  Thousand  Men  and 
Five  or  six  Frigates  with  the  Transports.  General  Clinton  at 
New  York  with  Four  or  Five  Thousand  Men,  & Two  Shipps 
of  the  Line,  several  Frigates,  & Transports.  General  Pigott,  at 
New  Port  with  about  Three  Thousand  Men,  & Lord  Howe  in 
the  harbor,  with  Three  Shipps  of  the  Line,  & a Number  of 
Frigates  & Transports.  The  Force  at  Hallifax,  & Canada, 
need  not  be  considered  at  Present,  as  any  thing  to  Our  pur- 
pose. The  Fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  Howe  consisted 
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in  the  whole  of  Five  Shipps  of  the  Line,  the  Number  of 
Frigates  cannot  so  easily  be  ascertained,  as  it  was  constantly 
varying,  and  they  were  cruising  at  great  distances  from  each 
other,  some  off  Hallifax,  and  others  off  Carolina.  This  appears 
to  have  been  the  arrangement  in  the  Month  of  February  last; 
Lord  Howe  went  to  New  Port  on  Account  of  the  safety  of 
that  Harbor  in  Winter,  & to  be  near  at  hand  to  give  Orders 
for  the  embarking  of  General  Bourgoynes  Army  which  were 
prisoners  at  Boston.  It  should  be  observed,  that  a Number  of 
the  Frigates  were  in  Chesopeak  Bay,  to  intercept  the  Trade,  of 
Virginia,  & Maryland.  The  Bay  of  Chesopeake  and  the  Bay 
or  River  of  Delaware  will  admit  Shipps  of  the  largest  size,  & 
there  is  no  Difficulty  or  Danger  in  going  in  to  them,  at  this 
Season  of  the  year,  and  Anchoring  at  the  Mouth  of  them  untill 
intelligence  can  be  had  of  the  situation  & Force  of  the  Enemy. 
The  Harbor  of  New  York  is  also  capable  of  receiving  Shipps 
of  the  first  rate  the  Channel  is  as  may  be  seen  by  the  Chart 
a good  one,  & I do  not  remember  To  have  heard  of  any  Acci- 
dent in  going  in,  or  out  of  it,  but  at  the  same  Time  it  is  more 
difficult  than  either  the  Bay  of  Chesopeak  or  Delaware,  & the 
difference  is  that  it  has  its  only  shoal  or  bank  at  the  Entrance, 
whilst  the  others  have  their  Shoals,  & banks  which  are  the 
most  Dangerous  after  you  have  safely  entered  them,  some  way 
up  from  the  Mouth.  New  London,  Newport,  Boston,  Ports- 
mouth and  indeed  almost  all  the  Ports  to  the  East  of  New 
York  are  exceeding  good  Ones,  and  may  be  entered  without 
danger,  especially  during  this  Season  of  the  year.  The 
question  is  which  of  these  Ports  is  to  be  preferred  taking  all 
Circumstances  into  Consideration.  It  is  a question  of  great 
importance,  I have  constantly  considered  it  as  such,  & more 
attentively  since  I had  the  satisfaction  to  learn  that  a Fleet 
would  be  sent  out,  & since  I have  been  honored,  with  having 
my  Opinion  asked  on  the  Subject.  The  Result  of  my  reflec- 
tions is  that  it  will  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  Expedition, 
and  all  parties  interested  in  the  Event,  that  the  Fleet  go 
directly  for  the  River  Delaware,  (nearly  in  the  Latitudes 
mentioned  in  a Letter  which  I had  the  honor  of  sending  to 
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you)^  permit  Me  to  assign  my  Reasons;  and  submit  them  to 
your  superior  Judgment.  In  the  first  place  I do  not  imagine 
that  the  Position  of  the  Forces  either  by  Sea,  or  Land  is  the 
same  Now  as  in  February  last,  but  it  appears  to  Me  almost 
Certain  one  or  other  of  the  following  Measures  must  have 
been  pursued  by  them,  either  they  have  intirely  evacuated 
America,  (which  is  not  very  probable)  or  they  have  collected 
their  whole  Force  into  one  point,  to  make  a vigorous  effort, 
before  the  Americans  can  receive  succour,  & supplies ; or  they 
may  have  divided  their  Forces,  & sent  a part  of  them,  to 
Canada,  & Nova  Scotia,  & the  other  part  either  back  to  Eng- 
land, or  into  the  West  Indies,  one  of  these  plans  they  have 
undoubtedly  taken,  and  ^ supposing  them,  to  have  taken  either 
one  of  these  plans  by  going  direct  for  Philadelphia,  they  will* 
probably  be  intercepted  & defeated,  if  they  collect  their  whole 
Force  the  place  will  be  either  Philadelphia,  or  New  York  if  at 
the  Former,  Only  entering  into  the  mouth  of  the  River,  will 
without  striking  a blow,  defeat  them,  if  at  the  Latter,  that  is. 
New  york,  by  going  first  to  the  Delaware,  Intelligence  may  be 
obtained,  and  with  a South  West  Wind  which  is  almost  con- 
stantly blowing  at  that  Season,  in  Forty  Eight  Hours  the  Fleet 
may  be  at  New  York,  well  furnished  with  the  best  Pilots;  & 
with  the  Advantage  of  knowing  exactly  their  Force  and  Situa- 
tion. If  they  have  evacuated  America  intirely,  or  only  in  part, 
by  keeping  well  in  the  Northern  Latitudes,^  they  may  be  inter- 
cepted in  their  return,  if  designed  for  Europe,  & at  least. 
Intelligence  may  almost  certainly  be  met  with,  in  the  Course 
of  the  Voyage  either  from  French,  English,  or  American 
Vessels,  or  supposing  them,  to  have  divided  their  Force  & sent 
a part  into  Canada,  & Novascotia,  and  a part  into  the  West 
Indies,  to  act  offensively  there,  the  Fleet  by  going  directly  to 
Philadelphia,  will  be  soon  supplied  with  Fresh  provisions,  & in 
readiness  to  proceed  *****  * 


1 Words  in  parentheses  are  crossed  out. 

2 This  sentence  to  here  is  crossed  out. 

3 This  clause  is  crossed  out. 
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THOMAS  MUMFORD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Hartford  4^^  June  1778 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  been  here  three  weeks  aiding  as  a member  of  Our 
Gen^  assembly,  the  methods  as  you  have  been  Conversant  in  I 
Shall  not  undertake  to  be  Particular  but  in  General  I am 
Authorized  to  Say  the  Legislative  Authority  of  this  State  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  Grand  American  Cause,  have  given 
as  much  aid  in  men  &c  as  Some  much  Larger,  the  flesh 
Provisions  for  Our  armies  are  principally  Supply’d  from  this 
State;  as  the  Clergy’s  influence  Lessons  Sensibly  hope  we 
Shall  get  Right  by  & by.  However  we  are  not  wholly  without 
intreague,  I have  the  Satisfaction  to  Tell  you  very  many  are 
uneasie  & anxious  for  Our  Common  Cause  at  your  being 
Superceeded  by  Congress  at  the  Court  of  France,  am  glad 
however  that  you  was  employed  Long  enough  to  finish  an 
Advantageous  Treaty  with  that  Power  full  Prince,  we  are 
much  pleased  with  this  alliance,  and  the  generous  Principles 
it  is  fixed  upon,  however  believe  the  Advantages  will  be  more 
Reciprocal  & greater  than  if  Confined  to  a narrower  Scale, 
Perhaps  you  may  not  be  so  Soon  Superceeded  as  was  expected, 
we  have  as  yet  no  inteligence  of  the  Arrival  in  France  of  the 
Frigate  Boston  which  M^  Adams  Took  his  Passage  in  Tho’ 
She  Sailed  from  Boston  in  February  Last,  it  wou’d  give  me 
Sensible  Pain  to  have  her  Taken  as  your  Son  was  a passenger 
Likewise  on  Board;  I find  by  a Letter  from  Doct^  Franklin 
to  Gardoqui  & son  at  Bilboa  of  the  23^  March  Last,  that  the 
King  of  France  had  ordered  400,000  Livers  paid  in  America 
the  Owners  & Captures  of  Captains  Babson  & Kendricks  Brig® 
who  Carried  the  two  Jamaica  Ships  Prizes  into  Nantz  Last 
Fall  which  were  Deliver’d  to  their  former  Owners  in  England 
by  order  of  the  French  Court,  as  I am  Considerably  interested 
(as  a Large  Owner  of  the  Brig.  Fanney  Capk  Kendricks)  in 
Said  400,000  Livers  I feel  a gratefull  Sense  of  the  Honor  & 
generosity  of  that  Prince,  & Likewise  to  Doct^  Franklin  & 
you  for  interesting  your  Selves  in  Our  Behalf,  I Conclude 
Congress  is  to  pay  us,  but  we  have  no  information  of  that 
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Matter  but  Doct^  Franklins  said  Letter,  if  you  Shou’d  have  an 
Hours  Leisure  I will  thank  you  for  a Line,  I have  not  Rece*^ 
One  from  you  Since  you  Left  America,  I Can  Readily  Excouse 
you  as  you  have  much  the  weight  of  the  Rising  American 
Empire  on  your  Shoulders,  I have  wrote  you  Repeatedly, 
whither  they  ever  got  to  your  Hands  I know  not.  as  your 
Brother  Barn®  writes  you  very  often  Conclude  he  informs  you 
of  all  matters  Respecting  this  State  &c  Our  Governour  & 
Council  the  Same  as  Last  Year  except  m^  Hosmore  in  the 
place  of  Gen^  Spencer,  Squire  Prig  Runs  Low  in  Votes  & 
Esteem. 

Gen^  Washington  thinks  the  Brittish  Army  will  Soon 
Leave  Philadelphia,  he  has  order’d  Gen^  Gates  who  Commands 
at  Hudsons  River  to  Stop  all  the  Recruits  from  this  way  at 
that  Post,  as  he  expects  they  will  endeavour  to  Secure  the 
Comm*^  of  Said  River,  I think  if  the  Enemy  Push  into  the  New 
England  States  we  Shall  give  a good  acc^  of  them  Soon,  we 
have  now  the  most  formidable  Army  we  ever  have  had,  and 
Our  Meletia  anured  to  Service  have  got  to  be  very  good 
Troops,  Upon  the  whole  I think  Peace  & the  Establishment  of 
American  Independance  not  far  distant. 

Gen^  Saltonstall  was  here  Last  week,  was  very  well  as 
was  his  Family,  I hope  Cap^  Mumford  will  write  you  as  Cap^ 
Niles  the  Bearer  goes  from  Norwich,  you  know  they  always 
Manufactured  fine  Boys,  they  Continue  So  to  do,  their  Last 
they  have  Called  to  Bear  up  your  Name,  is  equal  to  their 
former  exertions.  Sister  Mumford  has  a Lively  Sense  of  your 
unwaried  pains  in  behalf  of  your  native  Country,  & with  your 
other  freinds  Justly  behold  the  ingratitude  with  which  you  are 
Rewarded.  Young  David  (for  whom  you  procured  a place 
with  Marshalls)  does  Credit  to  his  Parents,  my  Son  is  an 
Ensign  in  the  Continental  Army,  in  CoP  Sam^  B.  Webbs  Regi- 
ment, had  the  Mortification  to  be  Captured  with  his  CoP,  is 
now  a prisoner  on  parole,  is  very  anxious  for  an  Exchange  to 
Joyn  his  Regiment. 

I hope  in  due  time  to  See  you  Return  & Receive  a gratefull 
Reward  from  these  American  States  for  your  Emenent  faith- 
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full  Services,  which  will  Rejoyce 

Your  Truly  affectionate 

Tho®  Mumeord 

The  Hon^  Siras  Deane  Esq'’ 

[Endorsed]  Thomas  Mumfords  LetR  June  1778 


BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

White  Peains  July  6^^  1778 

My  Dear  friend 

After  waiting  for  several  Days  for  particular  accounts 
from  Gen*  Washington  respecting  the  Enemy’s  march  & the 
late  battle  in  N.  Jersey,  I finally  have  it  in  my  power  to  give 
you  the  same  with  some  Degree  of  Certainty.  An  Express 
has  this  Day  arrived  from  Brunswick  (where  the  Army  then 
was)  with  the  following  accounts,  viz.  that  the  Enemy’s  loss 


was  in  killed;  Rank  & file  245 

4 Officers,  among  which  is  Col°  Monkton  4 

Wounded  amounted  to  1,255 

Prisoners  117 

Deserters  since  they  left  Philadelphia  1,572 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  Enemy  are  weaker 

for  their  Jersey  Expedition  3193 


Our  loss  is  7 officers  & 52  Rank  & file ; Among  which  are 
CoP  Bunnel  (Pensylvania)  & Major  Dickerson  (Virginia) 
By  this  noble  exertion  of  our  Countrymen  & fellow 
Soldiers,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  fighting  business  is 
nearly  over;  so  that  excepting  a small  Skirmish  now  & then  I 
trust  no  Capital  Action  will  hereafter  be  projected  by  S'" 
Harry  Clinton.  My  prophecy  of  the  Enemy’s  March  thro’ 
N.  Jersey,  I see  is  compleatly  fulfilled,  but  such  success  I must 
confess  I did  not  fully  expect. 

I believe  I have  hardly  been  so  long  silent  since  I have 
been  your  Correspondent,  which  you  must  impute  wholly  to  the 
urgency  of  my  duty.  M'’  Sibor  was  good  enough  to  pay  me  a 
Visit  when  Detached  from  the  Reg*'  to  Dobbs’s  ferry,  of  the 
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Duties  of  which  Post  (as  Commanding  Officer)  he  can  fully 
inform  you. 

I wish  I had  it  in  my  power  to  inform  You  that  we  were 
soon  to  move  down  towards  fort  Independence,  as  in  my 
opinion,  (&  from  my  late  Comm'^  near  that  post  I think  I can 
form  a good  opinion)  the  Enemy  would  leave  that  post  on 
our  appearing  with  any  Considerable  force  in  its  Vicinity. 
They  are  weak  & disheartened,  & of  Course  would  not  be  able 
to  oppose  much  force,  with  very  different  feelings. 

I must  not  omit  to  inform  You  that  on  the  4*^  inst.  (bing 
the  anniversary  of  American  Independence)  the  Gen^  & Field 
Officers  of  the  Army  were  invited  to  dine  with  Gen^  Gates 
when  we  had  13  as  Catholick  Toasts  given  us  by  the  Gen^  as 
Men  ever  drank.  I presume  I hardly  need  inform  You  that 
we  were  very  merry  on  the  occasion.  Wine  at  any  time  being 
such  a Rarity,  the  effluvia  & Influence  of  which,  joined  to  the 
noble  occasion,  You  may  depend  on  it  made  us  as  sociable  as 
any  Sons  of  Bacchus  in  any  of  the  World. 

The  following  are  the  Toasts 

1.  The  glorious  Revolution  of  the  4^^  July  1776 

2.  The  United,  free  & Independent  States  of  N.  America 

3.  The  Congress,  with  grateful  thanks  for  the  honour  they 
have  done  their  Country  by  their  spirited  answer  to  the 
British  Commissioners. 

4.  His  Excellency  Gen^  Washington 

5.  The  Navy  of  the  U.  States,  may  it  ever  be  imployed  to 
protect,  but  never  to  Enslave  mankind. 

6.  The  immortal  memory  of  the  Gen^®  Warren,  Montgomery, 
Mercer,  Wooster,  Harkimer  & Nash,  with  all  the  re- 
nowned Heroes,  who  fought,  bled  & died  in  defence  of 
their  Country’s  freedom 

7.  DocP  Franklin  & our  Ambassadors  at  foreign  Courts 

8.  The  Kings  of  France,  Spain  & Prussia,  with  all  the  Kings 
& Princes  in  alliance  with  the  U.  S.  of  N.  A. 

9.  A firm  & speedy  establishm^  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
U.  States  of  N.  America. 
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10  The  lovely  Females  of  America,  & may  they  give  their 
hearts  & hands  only  to  the  friends  of  their  Country. 

11  May  our  Bretheren  in  Canada,  Florida  & Nova  Scotia, 
speedily  enjoy  the  blessings  of  free  States. 

12.  A Shameful  expulsion  to  the  B.  Tyrant’s  fleets  & Armies 

13.  The  war  being  gloriously  finished,  may  all  the  blessings  that 
flow  from  liberty,  peace.  Agriculture  & Commerce  be  the 
future  portion  of  the  U.  States  of  N.  America 

You  must  excuse  these  rough  scrawls  as  I have  gay  Company 
to  day,  such  as  Col°  W.  Livington,  M.  Huntington  &c  &c 

Fail  not,  my  Dear  friend,  to  interest  me  in  the  small 
Privateers  you  have  mentioned.  I depend  wholly  on  You  for 
this.  Make  my  Compliments  to  Mess*"®  Broome,  Chester, 
Webb  their  Ladies  & all  friends.  I am  with  esteem 

Yours  sincerely 

B.  Tauumadgk 

M^  Deane; 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane;  Esq*"  Wethersfield  fav^  by 
M^  Clark 

[Endorsed]  Major  Benj  Tallmadge  July  6^^  1778 


COUNT  D’ESTANG  TO  CONGRESS^ 

Extract  of  a letter  from  M Count  d’Estaing  to  Congress 
dated  “En  Mer  le  8 Juillet  1778” 

“Un  ministre  asses  heureux  pour  avoir  en  la  gloire  ineffa- 
cable  de  signer  le  traite  qui  unit  deux  puissances,  dont  les 


1 Extract  of  a letter  from  M^.  Count  d’Estaing  to  Congress  dated 
“At  Sea  July  8th,  1778” 

“A  minister  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  the  undying  glory  of 
signing  the  treaty  which  unites  two  powers  whose  interests  are  so  inti- 
mately bound  together,  is  bound  to  have  the  greatest  influence  upon 
my  later  views.  The  suite  which  accompanies  him,  the  one  with  which 
the  King  is  sending  back  to  the  United  States  His  Excellency  Monsieur 
Silas  Deane,  is  without  doubt  the  most  brilliant  display  which  has  ever 
accompanied  ambassadors.  I venture  the  hope  that  it  will  be  useful  to 
the  respective  interests  of  the  two  nations.” 
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interets  sont  si  intimement  lies  est  fait  pour  conserver  la  plus 
grande  influence  sur  mes  vues  ulterieures.  le  cortege  qui  le 
conduit ; celui  par  lequel  le  Roy  fait  ramener  aupres  des  etats 
unis  son  excellence  ^lonsieur  Silas  Deane  est  sans  doute  la 
pompe  la  plus  brillante  qui  ait  jamais  accompagne  des  ambassa- 
deurs.  J’ose  esperer  qu’elle  deviendra  utile  a I’interet  respectif 
des  deux  nations.” 

[Endorsed]  Count  Destaing  Letter  to  Congress  Extract  July 
1788 

THOMAS  MUMFORD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Grotox  26^^  August  1778 

Dear  Sir 

I have  always  suppos’d  the  Owers  of  Captains  Kendricks 
&:  Babsons  Brig,  were  Obliged  to  you  for  your  good  offices 
with  his  most  Christian  Majesty  to  enduce  him  to  order  his 
agent  to  these  States  to  pay  the  Captures  of  the  Two 
Jamaica  Ships  4,00000  Livers,  I am  Considerable  owner  of  the 
privateer  Brig,  under  the  Command  of  Cap^  John  Kendricks  & 
agent  for  the  Rest  of  her  Owners  to  Receive  Our  part  of  Said 
4,00000  Livers,  I have  this  day  wrote  m*"  Holker  the  King  of 
France’s  agent  on  the  Subject,  & as  I am  entire  Stranger  to 
him  have  Taken  the  Liberty  to  desire  him  to  Call  on  you  for 
my  Character,  which  I will  thank  you  to  give  him  as  you  Judge 
Just  & Right,  I am  informed  you  are  to  Return  Soon  to 
France,  I hope  for  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  you  before  you 
depart,  I have  wrote  you  Lately  to  which  please  be  Referred 
and  am  with  Real  Esteem  & Regard  Dear  Sir 

Your  Sincere  & aflPec^ 

Tho^  Mumford 

Hon®  Silas  Deaxe  Esq*" 

[Superscribed]  The  Hon®  Silas  Deaxe  Esquire  Philadelphia 
[Endorsed]  Groton  Aug‘  1778.  Thomas  Mumford 
Returns  M**  Deane  in  his  own  Name,  & in  the  Name  of  the 
Owners  of  Cap‘  Kendricks  & Babsons  Brig®  Thanks,  for 
his  good  Offices,  in  saving  those  Vessels. 
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THOMAS  MUMFORD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Groton  10^^  September  1778 

Dear  Sir 

I have  Just  had  the  pleasure  of  Receiving  your  agreeable 
fav^  of  25 Ultimo,  I was  Sensible  your  Recall  from  France 
was  the  intreague  of  a Certain  Junto  from  this  Quarter,  & 
tho’  I have  been  intimate  with  a few  of  them  their  Conduct  of 
Late  has  aleanated  my  affection  & Regard,  I ever  despise  Low 
Cunning  & Sly  insuations,  however  my  Hope  Rests  that  Virtue 
& fortitude  will  Rise  Triumphant,  it  gave  me  particular 
Satisfaction  to  be  inform’d  by  (Your  fast  friend)  the  Hon® 
John  Hancock,  (who  I Lately  saw  on  Rhode  Island)  that 
Congress  Sensible  of  your  worth  & importance  wou’d  Soon 
employ  you  again  on  an  Embassy  to  Europe. 

I wrote  you  p Last  post  & desired  you  wou’d  inform  m^ 
Holker,  the  King  of  Frances  agent  to  these  States,  what  you 
esteemed  my  Just  Character,  having  business  of  Consequence 
to  Tranact  with  him,  Cap^  Kendricks’s  Owners  (of  which  I 
am  One)  having  empower’d  me  to  Receive  Our  Privateer  Brig. 
Fanneys  part  of  the  4,00000  Livers  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
has  order’d  paid  to  the  Owners  & Captors  of  Captains  Babson 
& Kendricks  for  the  Two  Sugar  Ships  from  Jamaica  which 
they  Carried  into  Nantz  & were  deliver’d  up  to  their  former 
Owners,  I expected  to  have  been  in  Philadelphia  by  this  time, 
but  Shall  not  now  be  Able  to  get  there  before  the  Middle  of 
November  next  the  Freeman  of  this  Town  having  Continued 
me  One  of  their  Representatives  to  attend  Our  General 
Assembly  in  October  next,  Cap^  Stephen  Billings  (a  good 
man)  accompanies  me,  Gen^  Saltonstall  & m*’  Nath^  Shaw  are 
Elected  for  New  London,  the  Freemen  of  this  Town  have 
shown  their  Approbation  of  your  Conduct  by  Universally 
giving  you  their  Votes  for  nomination  as  Councellor. 

Shou’d  you  See  Carter  Braxton  Esq^  of  York  River 
Virginia  on  your  Tour  to  the  Southward  please  inform  him  I 
have  wrote  him  Twice  Lately  under  Cover  to  Mess^®  Christo^ 
Jun.  & Charles  Marshall  of  Philadelphia,  informing  him  I 
have  purchas’d  m^  Adam  Babcocks  part  of  the  Tobacco  he 


136 


DEANK  PAPKRS. 


purchas’d  on  Our  Joynt  acc^  Last  Year,  and  desired  him  to 
Let  the  whole  Remain  in  Store  untill  my  further  orders,  I will 
thank  him  for  a Line,  & you  Likewise  from  that  State  giving 
me  a State  of  Markets  there  &c,  I also  want  to  be  informed 
the  best  markets  in  Europe  for  Tobacco,  & any  other  articles 
we  Can  export. 

The  Enemy  appeared  off  this  Harbour  very  formidable 
Thursday  Last  Viz^  53  Sail  Chiefly  Ships  among  them  Six 
Men  warr  (none  Larger  than  Frigates)  & four  Row  Gallies, 
the  wind  being  at  North  the  Heavy  Transports  Cou’d  not  get 
nigh  the  Harbour  they  Tarried  untill  Friday  afternoon  when 
the  wind  Shifted  to  the  West  & they  Returned  Eastward  from 
whence  they  Came,  I Conclude  imagining  the  Country  was 
alarmed  & that  we  had  Collected  too  Strong  a force  for  them, 
the  next  day  Even^  the  Same  fleet,  I Conclude,  Landed  a 
Considerable  Number  of  Troops  near  Bedford  Marched  there 
& Burnt  the  Village,  inclos’d  is  a Line  my  friend  at  norwich 
Sent  me  giving  me  the  information  which  I have  this  Ins* 
Received. 

I hope  for  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  you  in  Philadelp^  if  not 
here,  give  me  Leave  to  assure  you  I am  with  the  greatest 
Affection  & Esteem  Dear  Sir 

Unalterably  yours 

Tho^  MumRord 

The  Hon®  Silas  Deane  Esquire 
[Superscribed]  To  The  Hon^  Silas  Deane  Esquire  to  the 

Care  of  Major  Gen^  Arnold  Philadelphia 
[Endorsed]  Groton  Septem*’  10.  1778.  Letter  from  Tho® 

Mumford 


SIMEON  DEANE  TO  JOSIAH  BUCK 

Dumfries  in  Virginia  9*^  Oct®  1778 

My  Dear  Brother 

I had  the  pleasure  to  write  you  by  our  Bro^  B D.  in 
September  last,  which  I conclude  has  long  since  come  to  hand. 
Although  my  present  business  does  not  permit  on  the 
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happiness  to  come  & see  you  as  I could  most  earnestly  Wish, 
yet  depend  that  I retain  you  in  my  warmest  affection  & shall 
be  extremely  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  every  Occasion. 

Our  good  Brother  B D will  inform  you  that  I have 
Commenced  a Partnership  in  Trade  here,  with  a Number  of 
the  most  Capital  Fortunes  & of  the  greatest  Influence,  indeed 
our  Partners  are  too  numerous,  how  the  business  may  succed 
is  very  uncertain,  but  as  it  is  likely  to  be  in  various  Parts  of 
this  very  extensive  Country  (Virginia)  & Maryland  &c  &c 
I expect  it  will  still  keep  me  rambling  from  Place  to  Place,  as 
I have  been  ever  since  I left  you  18  Months  ago.  During  all 
which  Time  I have  not  resided  6 Weeks  in  any  one  Town  or 
City  at  a Time. 

This  is  not  only  very  expensive  but  tedious.  And  I never 
would  follow  it  longer  had  I the  means  to  sit  Quietly  down  for 
Life,  by  this  you  will  suppose  I have  thoughts  of  Marrying, 
But  I assure  you  Pm  as  unsettled  in  that  as  any  other  matter. 

This  Country  is  neither  very  pleasant  nor  healthy  during 
a great  Part  of  the  Year.  Tho’  thank  God  I have  been 
tolerably  well  except  a few  Days  in  Alexandria. 

I am  in  daily  expectation  of  both  our  Brothers  who  are 
to  come  into  Virginia  this  Fall,  on  the  return  of  B D I will 
give  you  a long  Letter.  & I expect  he  brings  me  one  from 
you. 

Perhaps  business  may  allow  me  to  Come  & see  you  in  the 
Winter  or  Spring  next  Coming.  I have  Just  now  finished 
loading  a Ship  for  France,  she  Carries  1346  Hd"^®  Tobacco  & 
is  I believe  the  largest  Merchant  Ship  ever  loaded  in  America, 
Expect  she  will  sail  in  this  Month.  And  I daily  expect  another 
from  the  same  French  Owners  unless  she  is  taken  in  coming 
round  from  Charlestown  in  S Carolina.  Tobacco  rises  very 
high  also  every  other  Article,  owing  to  the  amazing  Quantity 
of  Paper  Money  in  the  Country. 

In  my  last  letter  I informed  you  of  my  Misfortune  in 
loosing  my  Vessels  from  Europe.  I hear  that  the  greatest  Part 
was  insured  there,  if  so  my  loss  will  be  considerably  lessened. 

If  I have  any  Papers  left  with  you  pray  keep  them  Care- 
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fully  till  further  Notice  from  me,  or  some  safe  opportunity 
to  send  them  to  me.  This  letter  I forward  to  Philadelphia 
by  an  Express  I am  now  sending. 

I have  many  enquirys  to  make  when  our  Bro^  B D shall 
come  and  also  shall  write  you  by  his  return.  I don’t  much 
expect  he  will  like  this  Country  well  enough  to  remove  here. 

May  God  direct  us  all  thro’  life,  & that  his  best  blessing 
may  attend  you  & my  very  Dear  Sister  is  the  sincere  desire  of 

your  most  affectionate  Brother 

Sime:on  Deane: 

PS.  I beg  you  make  my  best  respects  to  your  worthy 
Relations,  of  my  acquaintance 

[Superscribed]  Captain  Josiah  Buck  Jun^  Wethersfield 
[Endorsed]  Simeon  Deane  to  Josiah  Buck  1777.  Dumfries,  Va. 


HORNECA,  FIZEAUX  & COMPANY 
TO  JOHN  WILEIAMSi 

Amsterdam  le  26  Novembre  1778 
Receiv  3 Decembr.  1778^ 
Nantes.  Monsieur  John  Wieeiams. 

Monsieur, 

Nous  Repondons  a la  Lettre  dont  Vous  nous  honores  le  14 
de  ce  mois,  qu’en  Effet  les  13  Colis  Toilleries  & Drogueres. 
N®  1 a 13  que  nous  chargeames  a votre  adresse  en  1777 


1 Amsterdam,  November  26th,  1778. 

Received  December  3rd,  1778. 

Nantes.  Monsieur  John  Wieeiams 

Sir, 

We  reply  to  the  letter  with  which  you  honored  us  the  14th  of  this 
month,  that  in  fact  the  13  cases  of  linen  and  drugs  numbered  1 to  13 
which  we  loaded,  to  your  address,  in  December  1777  on  the  Dutch  ship 
‘Xe  Chretien,”  Captain  Martens  Foecker,  valued  at  f 4348.3, 
belonged  privately  to  M.  Simeon  Deane,  for  whom,  and  in  whose 
company,  we  purchased  them  when  he  came  to  see  us  here  in  person  a 
few  months  ago  [ ] It  is  upon  his  order,  and  for  his  private 

2 Date  (jf  receipt  in  another  hand. 
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Sur  le  Navire  Hollandais  Le  Chretien  Cap"®  Martens  Foecker 
montants  a f 4348.3.  appartenoient  privativement  a M : 
Simeon  Deane  pour  qui  & en  compagnie  de  qui  nous  enfimes 
I’emplette  lorsqu’il  vint  nous  voir  icy  en  personne  quelques 
mois  auparavant  [ ] c’est  de  Son  ordre  & pour  Son 

Compte  particulier  que  nous  Vous  en  f[imes]  I’Expedition 
Sous  facture  Simulee  au  nom  de  M:  Grand  de  Pa[ris.] 

Nous  chargeames  en  outre^  a votre  adresse  Sur  le  meme 
Cap"®  Foecker  196  pierriers  & 2 Caisses  N®  18  & 19  Contenant 
52  fus[ils]  mais  ces  armes  cy  etoient  pour  Compte  de  M:  M: 
Les  Deputes  du  Congres  a Paris.  Ainsy  en  en  Suivant  leurs 
Ordres  Vous  en  aures  Rempli  la  Vraye  Destination. 

Parcontre  II  n’en  est  pas  de  meme  des  marchandises  de 
M.  Deane  que  vous  aves  Egalement  & par  Erreur  delivrees  aux 
Employes  des  dits  Les  Deputes;  Elies  auroints  du  Etre 

account  that  we  shipped  them  to  you  under  a false  invoice  in  the  name 
of  M.  Grand  of  Pa[ris].  We  loaded  moreover,  or  had  loaded,  to  your 
address  on  the  same  [ship].  Captain  Foecker,  196  small  cannon  and  two 
cases,  numbered  18  and  19,  containing  52  rifles,  but  these  last  mentioned 
arms  were  for  the  account  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Congress  in  Paris. 
Thus  by  carrying  out  their  orders  you  will  have  fulfilled  their  true 
destination. 

On  the  other  hand  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  merchandise  of 
M.  Deane,  which  you  have  also  and  by  error  delivered  to  the 
employees  of  the  said  Deputies.  They  should  only  have  been  sent  to 
that  friend  in  America,  and  we  all  fear  that  he  will  feel  their  loss  very 
keenly,  since  each  article  was  a sample,  and  the  whole  was  an  assort- 
ment essential  to  guide  him  and  bring  him  to  a decision  concerning 
various  branches  of  commerce  in  which  he  is  interested.  We  see  no 
better  remedy  than  this,  since  the  Deputies  or  their  agents  have  enjoyed 
and  used  these  goods,  that  they  should  reimburse  us  the  original 
amount  and  we  will  buy  again  exactly  the  same  articles  for  M.  Deane 
and  ship  them  to  him  through  you  or  any  other  way  that  we  all  think 
more  sure.  On  this  matter  we  will  await  your  final  decision  after  you 
have  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  Deputies. 

These  present  circumstances  are  going  to  disturb  more  and  more 
your  direct  relations  with  the  Congress  and  navigation  between  the 
ports  of  France  and  those  of  the  United  States.  This  will  make  profit- 
able and  necessary  to  you  the  use  of  our  colonies  of  St.  Eustache  and 


1 ou  fimes  charger  inserted  in  the  same  hand  as  the  signature. 
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Expediees  unicquements  a cet  ami  en  Americque  & nous 
craignons . tout  qu’il  ne  soit  extremement  sensible  a leur  perte 
puisque  chaque  article  etoit  un  Echantillon  & le  tout  ensemble 
un  Assortiment  essentiel  pour  le  guider  & le  decider  sur 
differentes  Branches  de  Commerce  Interessantes.  Nous  ny 
voyons  plus  de  meilleur  remede,  que  celuy  puisque  M : M : Ees 
Deputes  Soit  leur  Agents  ont  joui  & fait  leur  propre  de  ces 
marchandises,  qu’ils  nous  en  Rembourcent  le  montant  Original 
& nous  rachetterons  Cathegoriquement  les  memes  articles,  pour 

Deane  & pour  les  luy  expedier  par  votre  Canal  on  toutte 
autre  Voye  que  nous  croiions  ensemble  plus  Seure.  Surquoy 
nous  attendrons  Vos  Intentions  deffinitives  apres  que  vous 
vous  y Seres  Convenus  de  vos  faites  avec  M : M : Les  Deputes. 

Les  Circonstances  presentes  Vont  troubler  de  plus  en  plus 
VOS  Relations  directes  avec  le  Congres  & la  Navigation  entre 
les  ports  de  France  & ceux  de  vos  Etats  Unis  Ce  qui  vous 


Curagao  and  our  neutral  port  here.  For  this  purpose  we  offer  you  our 
services  and  the  resources  at  our  disposal  therefor,  to  receive  through 
us  your  return  cargoes  from  America,  which  might  be  addressed  to  the 
active  and  reliable  correspondents  which  we  have  in  the  said  Islands, 
and  from  there  to  us  here,  in  order  to  get  you  the  best  possible  result. 

We  also  offer  you  the  same  facilities  for  all  the  goods  you  may 
have  to  furnish  your  States  in  linen,  drapery,  drugs,  hardware,  etc.,  of 
which  our  city  is  the  true  market  and  we  can  buy  them  for  you  more 
advantageously  than  anywhere  else. 

In  all  of  these  matters  if  you  think  best  to  use  our  help,  we  shall 
zealously  care  for  your  interests  with  all  our  usual  discretion,  and  if  it 
is  easier  for  you  you  may  write  us  in  English.  This  language,  how- 
ever, not  being  familiar  to  us,  you  will  oblige  us  by  continuing  your 
correspondence  with  us  in  French. 

Your  American  products  are  becoming  scarce  here  and  very  much 
in  favor : Virginia  tobacco  10^  current  money  the  pound ; Maryland 
12^ ; Carolina  rice  48  escalins  or  currency  f 14.8  per  hundred-weight. 
Indigoes  from  the  same  soil  have  not  the  same  sale  and  are  sold  with 
difficulty  from  45  to  70  currency  the  pound,  according  to  their  quality. 
We  send  you  herewith,  moreover,  a price  list  of  our  goods  for  your 
guidance. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  truly,  Sir, 

Your  Very  Humble  and  Very  Obedient  Servants, 
Hornkca,  Fizeaux  & Comp. 
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rendra  utile  & necessaire  la  Voye  Intermediarie  de  nos 
Colonies  de  S : Eustache  & Curagao  & de  notre  port  neutre  icy. 
A cette  occasion  nous  Vous  offrons  nos  Services  & les 
Ressources  dont  nous  jouissons  au  present  Egard,  pour  rece- 
voir  par  notre  Canal  Vos  Retours  d’Amerique  qui  pourroient 
Etre  adresses  aux  Correspondants  actifs  & Solides  que  nous 
avons  dans  les  dittes  I[sles]  & de  la  a nous  icy  pour  vous  en 
procurer  la  meilleure  Isue  possible 

Egalement  Nous  Vous  offrons  la  meme  Voye  pour  touttes 
les  mardises  que  vous  auries  a fournir  a Vos  Etats  en 
Toilleries,  Drapperies,  Drogueries,  Quincailles  &c^  dont  notre 
place  est  le  veritable  marche  & pouvons  Vous  en  faire  des 
achats  plus  avantageux  que  nulle  part  Ailleurs. 

Surtout  quoy  Si  vous  juges  apropos  d’employer  notre 
ministere  Nous  nous  Empresserons  a Soigner  vos  Interests 
avec  tons  les  menagements  qui  nous  sont  ordinaires  & si  cela 
Vous  facilite  Vous  pouves  nous  Ecrire  en  Anglais,  cette 
langue  ne  nous  etant  pas  cependant  familiere  vous  nous 
obligeres  de  continuer  [vo]tre  correspondance  avec  nous  en 
frangais.^ 

Vos  produits  Americquains  deviennent  rares  icy  & fort  en 
faveur  Tabac  Virginie  10^  Arg^  Cour^  la  L Maryland  12^ 
Caroline  Ris  48  Escalins  Soite  Cour^  f 14.8  le  quintal.  Indigos 
du  meme  sol  nont  pas  la  meme  debitte  & ont  peine  a Se  Vendre 
depuis  45  a 70  Cour^  la  E Suivant  leur  qualite.  Voicy  dailleurs 
un  prix  Courant  de  nos  marchandises  pour  votre  Gouverne 
Nous  Avons  I’honneur  d’Etre  Veritablement  Monsieur 
Vos  tres  humbles  & tres 

obeissants  Serviteurs 

Horne;ca  Fizeaux  & Comp 

[Superscribed]  A Monsieur  Wii^IvIams  Nantes 
[Endorsed]  Nov*'  1778  Horneca  Fizeau  & C°  Letter 


1 This  sentence  added  in  the  same  hand  as  the  signature. 
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TITUS  HOSMER  TO  SILAS  DEANE 


Dear  Sir 


Middletown  DeU  23*^  1778 


I do  with  pleasure  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  very 
long  & very  agreable  Letter  of  the  9^^  or  22*^  (for  it  bears  both 
Dates)  of  November  last,  as  you  desire  me  to  in  your  favour 
of  the  7^^  Instant  which  with  its  enclosure  reached  my  Hands 
today. 

The  flow  of  Good  Fortune  which  hath  so  opportunely 
made  you  easy,  and  enables  you  to  strike  out  so  pleasing  a 
plan  for  future  Life  gives  me,  if  not  quite,  yet  almost  equal 
pleasure  as  tho  it  had  been  my  own,  after  so  many  political 
Storms  and  a Series  of  Adventures  so  various  and  striking 
that  they  might  shine  even  in  Romance  tho  the  subjects  of 
future  History,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you,  as  I do  most 
Cordially  upon  the  near  prospect  of  learned  & social  Leisure, 
of  a gentle  & pleasing  descent  from,  and  serene  Evenening  of 
Life,  and  to  add  the  Ardent  wish  of  a Friend  (no  prayer  can 
be  stronger)  that  no  unlucky  Cloud  may  intercept  or  overcast 
the  scene.  I could  wish  it  were  laid  nearer  home,  it  is  a 
selfish  wish,  I will  not  indulge  it. 

Your  publication  enclosed  in  your  Letter  of  the  7^^ 
Instant  I find  republished  in  the  Fishkill  and  Hartford  News 
papers,  I have  had  Time  only  to  give  it  a cursory  perusal;  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  you  are  prepared  to  justify  the  facts 
alledged  in  it,  of  this  I am  persuaded,  you  will  find  some  who 
will  not  fail  to  put  you  upon  it,  don’t  you  think  the  Resolve 
to  hear  you  through  is  consented  to  by  some  that  they  may 
collect  Materials  for  an  Answer?  but  you  have  entered  the 
Lists  and  must  fight  it  out  as  I hope  soon  to  see  you  I will 
not  meddle  with  politics  any  farther  than  to  say  I hope  and 
expect  much  Good  to  the  public  from  this  and  your  future 
Letters,  though  I believe  in  their  progress  they  will  give  you 
personally  a great  deal  of  Trouble,  & may  make  your  Residence 
in  America  a little  longer  than  you  intended,  for  I am  sure  the 
Regard  you  must  have  for  the  Character  you  ought  to  support 
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will  not  suffer  you  to  leave  it  to  the  Mercy  of  enraged  Enemies 
in  your  Absence. 

I wish  I could  tell  you  my  State  of  Health  was  mended 
since  I wrote  you  last ; my  prospects  are  yet  clouded,  Imagina- 
tion hath  no  share  in  my  present  Disorder,  neither  have  I 
tampered  with  Medicine,  or  laid  myself  at  the  Mercy  of 
Empiricism,  I am  not  without  Hopes  but  they  are  mingled 
with  Fears.  Adieu 

yours  affectionately 

Titus  Hosmer 

Hon'"^®  Silas  Deane  Esq"* 

[Endorsed]  Dec^  23*^  1778  T Hosmer  Esq^  LetF 


SIMEON  DEANE  TO  JOHN  HOLKER 

Broad  Ways,  near  Petersburgh 
22^  March  1779 

Sir, 

It  was  to  me  a real  Mortification  to  loose  the  Pleasure  of 
meeting  with  you  at  Philadelphia.  I shoud  have  wrote  you 
upon  the  Concerns  put  into  my  Hands  in  C®  with  Mons^  Roche, 
had  not  Information  of  M^  Morris’s  appointment  as  your 
Agent  rendred  my  troubling  you  unnecessary  nor  should  I now 
do  it  but  for  a Paragraph  in  that  Gentleman’s  last  Letter 
mentioning  an  Intimation  in  One  of  M^  Roche’s  to  you,  very 
much  to  my  Disadvantage.  It  is  that,  I had  bought  Tobacco 
for  the  Concern  a 37/6  & have  charged  it  a 41/  & 60/  & hun*^ 
which,  he  adds,  may  well  enable  me  to  bear  the  loss  of  Pilot- 
Boats:  the  Difference  to  the  Concern  being,  at  least.  One 

Hundred  Hhds  of  Tobacco.  This  Assertion  sir,  is  as  void  of 
Foundation  as  it  is  base  & injurious,  & I am  happy  in  an 
Oppty  of  obviating  so  groundless  & unmerited  a Charge, 
which,  in  Justice  to  my  own  Character,  as  well  as  a Desire  that 
you  should  be  rightly  infrom’d  in  this  Matter,  will  not  suffer 
me  to  omitt. 
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It  is  particularly  fortunate  for  me,  that  the  Purchase  to 
which  ^lons.  Roche  most  probably  alludes  was  made  of  a 
Gent°  whose  Character  as  a iMerchant  is  well  known  here  & 
whose  Connection  with  ^lorris  is  intimate.  My  Contract 
with  this  Gent^  was  for  six  Hundred  Hogsheads  of  good 
merchantable  Tobacco  on  York  & James  rivers,  which 
Expression,  I conceived,  meant  the  best  upland  Tobacco  & 
was  confirmed  by  a subsequent  Declaration,  that  what  he 
meant  to  furnish  should  be  of  the  best  Quality,  however  upon 
Delivery  some  of  an  inferior 
refused;  insisting  upon  rec°  only  the  best,  this  occasion’d  a 
Controversy  between  us.  CoP  Braxton  did  the  Quantity 
engaged  for  & of  a proper  Quality,  but,  to  my  great  surprize, 
insists  upon  an  Advance  of  2/6  & 5/  P C being  the  Difference 
betw^een  37/6  the  Price  mentiond  in  the  Contract  & the  Price 
he  has  charged  40  & 42/  alledging  there  is  that  Difference  in 
Quality  between  what  his  Engagement  specifies  & what  he  has 
deliver’d.  This  Matter  yet  remains  to  be  determined  & shall 
be  particularly  attended  to.  For  the  Truth  of  this  Narrative 
I need  only  ref  err  you  to  this  Gentleman’s  Books,  which  will 
declare,  whether  I have  acted  the  Part  of  an  honest  Alan  or 
whether  Alons^  Roche  has  not  been  guilty  of  an  ungenerous 
& base  Insinuation. 

Upon  my  leaving  France  Tobacco  was  particularly  pressed 
upon  me  by  Alons^  Chaumont  as  an  Article  of  Comerce  most 
deserving  of  Notice,  & very  soon  after  my  Arival  in  Charles- 
town I was  extreemly  urgent  with  Alons : Roche  for  mak^  it 
an  Object  of  Attention,  but  for  Some  time  could  not  so  farr 
prevail  on  him  as  to  entrust  me,  either  with  Money  or  Goods 
to  come  into  this  Country  to  purchase  that  Article,  8z  nothing 
but  a Determination  in  me  of  return^  to  France  to  represent 
his  Conduct,  at  last,  induced  him  to  put  into  my  Hands  a 
small  Part  of  the  Cargo,  but  on  this  Part,  small  as  it  was, 
have  arisen  the  chief  Proffits  of  the  Voyage,  & the  Proceeds 
with  six  thousand  Pounds  this  Curr^  drawn  from  him  have 
produced  all  the  Tobacco  that  has  been  purchased,  except  a 
small  Quantity  sent  from  Chariest®.  When  I first  came  here 


Quality  was  offer’d  which  I 
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this  Article  was  rising  & I found  it  expedient  to  make  an 
immediate  Purchase,  so  desirous  was  I to  engage  before  it 
should  advance  any  further,  that  I ventured  to  contract  for 
a large  Quantity  before  I had  Opportunity  of  selling  the  Goods 
& took  the  risque  of  Mons : Roche’s  answering  the  Bill  above 
mention’d. 

To  retaliate  upon  those  who  have  attempted  to  injure  us 
is  natural,  but  I will  not  descend  to  trouble  you  with  a Detail 
of  this  Man’s  absur’d  & injurious  Conduct,  which  has  been 
greatly  prejudicial  to  the  Concern  as  well  as  mortifying  to 
me,  & to  which  may  be  attributed  such  a Tedious  Prolonga- 
tion of  our  Business  in  this  Country  & will  only  confine  myself 
to  such  Circumstances  as  are  intimately  connected  with  the 
future  Interests  of  the  Concern  & will  govern  my  Proceedure. 
To  expedite  the  Business  of  the  society  & make  a finishing 
of  this  Concern,  I did  in  M**  Roche’s  Absence,  by  Advice  & 
Concurrence  of  Morris,  purchase  a ship  in  Baltimore  the 
last  Winter,  proceeded  to  prepare  her  for  sea  & apointed  a 
Person  to  comand  her  who  has  brought  her  into  this  River, 
where  she  is  now  ready  for  loading. 

Mons.  Roche  has  mett  me  here  & without  any  thing  to 
alledge  against  this  Gentleman  objects  to  his  going  in  the  ship 
& is  determined  to  take  the  Comand  himself.  To  this  I cannot 
acceed  for  reasons  here  offer’d,  by  w®^  you  will  judge,  whether 
it  is  not  most  adviseable  that  I should  not.  Hitherto,  either 
from  ambitions  or  interested  Motives,  he  has  constantly  kept 
secret  fr°  me  his  Transactions;  endeavoring  to  appear  as  the 
only  Agent  in  the  Business.  He  has  suggested  to  M^  Morris, 
that  he  could  not  place  Confidence  in  Mons : Chaumont  & 
declared  he  believed  Mons:  Chaumont  meant  to  cheat  him. 
A Person  who  serves  him  as  Clerk  has  declared  that  the  ship 
is  certainly  going  to  Spain.  This  is  confirm’d  by  two  other 
Persons  whom  he  has  sent  on  board  at  different  Times,  as 
Officers,  who  have  said  the  same,  & all  were  much  surprized 
on  being  contradicted  in  such  an  Assertion.  One  of  the  per- 
sons said  further,  that  if  Mons.  Roche  went  in  the  ship  he  was 
to  go  his  second  but  if  M.  Roche  did  not  go  in  her  he  was  to 
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have  the  Comand.  This  implies,  at  least,  that  Mons.  Roche 
is  undetermined,  whether  he  shall  go  in  the  ship  & corresponds 
with  Information  rec'^  other  ways  that  he  has  applied  about 
taking  Passage  in  Some  other  Vessell.  He  has  likewise 
declared,  that  not  an  American  shall  go  in  the  Vessell.  These 
Circumstances  together  make  me  fearful  whether  this  Man’s 
Intentions  may  not  be  to  carry  the  ship  to  some  foreign  Port 
& there  keep  Possession  of  the  Int’rest  in  his  Hands  ’till  he 
shall  compell  Mons.  Chaumont  into  such  a Settlement  as  will 
be  most  agreable  to  himself.  I cannot  therefore,  consistant 
with  a due  Attention  to  the  Int’rest  of  the  Concerned,  acquiess 
in  this  Vessell’s  being  so  entirely  at  his  Disposal,  but  shall 
continue  M^  Bull  in  Comand  & proceed  to  load  her.  If 
M^  Roche  shall  then  persist  to  counteract  my  Proceeding  I 
shall  object  to  his  going  in  her  & she  must  wait  your  Direc- 
tions, which,  if  this  should  meet  you  in  Philadelphia  may  be 
rec^  by  the  Time  the  ship  is  ready,  when  you  will  please  to  be 
explicit  & if  it  shall  be  thought  proper  Mons^  Roche  should 
be  invested  with  the  Comand,  will  be  kind  enough  to  endem- 
nify  me  from  ev’ry  Consequence  of  such  Assignment.  I am, 
sir,  &c 

To  John  Hopker  Esq*" 

SIMEON  DEANE  TO  JOHN  HOLKER 

Petersburgh  20*^^  April  1779 

Sir, 

I wrote  you  of  the  22^^  Ult°  & did  not  then  expect  to  be 
under  the  Necessity  of  troubling  you  again  ’till  Receipt  of 
your  Answer,  but  by  a Letter  of  your’s  to  M^  Roche  in  reply 
to  one  from  him  it  appears,  so  farr  as  I can  discover,  he  has 
again  been  making  representations  to  my  Disadvantage  equally 
false  & injurious:  I can  not,  therefore  be  Silent.  Among  other 
d'hings,  he  alledges,  that  I have  retarded  the  Business  of  the 
society  but  as  he  does  not  mention  in  what  Instance  I am  at 
a Loss  what  he  has  reference  to,  & consequently,  cannot  reply 
]>articularly,  but  the  Assertion,  in  general,  I will  undertake 
absolutely  to  deny  & declare,  on  the  Contrary,  that  I have 
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uniformly  endeavor’d  to  give  ev’ry  Dispatch  in  my  Power  & 
have  exerted  my  Abilities  for  the  Int’rest  of  the  Concern; 
insomuch,  that  the  Loss  of  the  Vessell,  which  Mons.  Roche 
has  made  such  an  injurious  Handle  of  against  me,  is  entirely 
to  be  attributed  to  my  close  Attention  to  their  Business  while 
my  own  Concerns  were  totally  neglected.  This  Vessell  was 
lying  in  James  River  ready  to  receive  her  Cargo  the  time  of 
my  being  in  Baltimore,  ’till,  at  length,  the  Captain,  impatient 
of  so  long  Delay,  was  induced,  contrary  to  my  Orders,  to  take 
a Freight  for  Baltimore,  in  Order  to  defray  Expences,  & in 
the  Passage  was  lost. 

What  Int’rest  I have  in  this  Country  is  the  Produce  of 
an  Adventure,  brought  w^  me  on  com^  over,  as  will  be  made 
to  appear.  These  Goods  were  Sold  in  this  Place  by  CoP  Call, 
to  whom  I paid  a Comiss*^.  My  Tobacco  was  also  purchased 
on  Comiss"  & these  with  Contracts  for  two  Pilot  Boats,  which 
I was  at  the  Expence  of  hiring  a Person  to  overlook,  that  I 
might  not  be  hindred,  is  the  whole  Business  I have  transacted 
for  myself  you  will  therefore  judge,  whether  it  could  interfere 
much  with  that  of  the  society. 

A particular  Relation  of  our  Transactions  are  too  lengthy 
for  a Letter.  I will,  therefore,  only  observe,  that  when  they 
come  to  be  laid  open  I am  not  under  the  least  Apprehension  of 
making  it  appear,  that  Mons:  Roche  is  more  justly  chargable 
for  such  a tedious  Delay  of  our  Business  in  this  Country  & 
if  the  Attestations  of  Gentlemen  in  Virginia  can  have  any 
Weight,  there  is  abundant  Proof  in  my  Favor. 

It  appears  also  he  Has  charged  me  with  not  * * * * * 


JOSEPH  BARRELL  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Boston  18^^  August  1779 

Dear  Sir 

Your  favor  of  is  before  me  & by  the  time,  this 

reaches  you  I suppose  M''  Ryley  will  be  with  you,  & inform 
you  I have  purchaised  the  Guns  w^^  will  no  doubt  be  on  the 
Spot  in  a week  or  less  from  this,  except  the  2 P English  Guns 
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with  Round  & double  headed  shott  sufficient  for  the  whole 
w^^  is  here  in  Town,  and  I find  very  great  difficulty  in  getting 
Teams  to  transport  them,  I wish  therefore  you  will  immedi- 
ately upon  receipt  of  this  Send  two  Teams  from  you  and 
should  it  so  happen  that  I have  sent  them  on,  I will  load  the 
Teams  with  something  else,  as  Ryley  has  rum  to  send  and 
in  the  mean  time  I will  loose  no  opportunity  to  forward  them 
with  the  powder ; I understand  your  Embargo  is  off  on  Flour 
if  so  Pray  Load  the  Teams  with  that  Article,  at  all  events  send 
2 Barrils  w^^  Webb  has  for  my  own  use.  the  4 pair  of 
Guns  w'^*^  I suppose  will  be  with  you  in  a few  days,  are  from 
the  Furnace  30  miles  on  the  way  & are  3^  pounders  very 
handsom  & very  good  & I doubt  not  will  fully  answer  your 
purpose,  the  Grape  Shott  &c  &c  are  all  ready,  and  will  come 
with  the  Cannon;  the  Reason  of  Teams  being  so  scarce  is 
because  of  an  Regulating  Merchandize,  great  quantities  being 
purchaised  by  your  State  people  prior  to  its  taking  Effect. 

For  Penobscut  I am  very  anxious,  as  this  day  an  express 
from  thence  gives  us  the  disagreable  Inteligence  that  a Rein- 
forcement of  6 ships  had  arrived  there,  that  our  Shipping 
had  removed  up  the  River  & our  people  had  left  the  point  of 
ground  they  possesst,  & were  gone  further  back.  I pray 
Heaven  the  report  you  mention  of  a French  Fleet  being  off 
the  Hook  may  be  true,  for  without  some  releaf  of  that  Kind 
our  Shipping  at  Penobscut,  if  not  destroyed,  must  be  shut  up 
for  this  season;  but  if  there  is  any  ground  for  the  Report, 
I fancy  you’l  find  it  a Spannish  fleet,  as  by  2 Vessels  yester- 
day in  15  days  from  the  Havannah,  We  are  assured  six  sail 
of  the  line  with  7000  Troops  had  saild  from  the  Havanah 
before  they  left  it,  hwas  said  for  Pensecola;  but  why  not  for 
New  York?  and  we  are  further  Assured  from  that  Quarter, 
& from  Newfoundland,  that  Spain  had  declared  War  against 
England.  The  post  is  just  going  w'^^  prevents  my  enlargeing 
& Answering  Bro  Sam®  Letter  received  this  morning  Pray 
my  Love  to  him,  & tell  him  I will  write  him  by  M'’  Platt,  who 
will  go  home  some  time  this,  or  the  begining  of  next  week 
shew  him  this  Letter  the  political  part,  & tell  him  I hope  for 
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something  better  to  write  soon  We  are  all  well.  Adieu 
I am  D sir 

Your  Most  Hum  ser^ 

Jos  Barreee 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Dean  Esq  Merchant  Wethersfield 
p post 

[Endorsed]  Jos:  Barrell  Aug*^  18*^^  1779 

SILAS  DEANE  TO  SIMEON  DEANE 

Phieadeephia  SepB  28^^  1779 

My  Dear  Brother. 

I have  not  received  any  Letter  from  you,  for  several 
Weeks,  and  had  it  not  been,  for  the  setting  out  of  M^  Gerard, 
and  other  Events,  I should  at  this  Time  have  been  to  meet 
Our  Brother  at  the  Eastward.  I set  oif  positively  Tomorrow, 
shall  return,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then  set  out  To  see  you, 
in  Virginia,  whence  I propose  embarking  for  France.  A Lee’s 
Commission,  is  super ceeded,  and  M^  Jay  appointed  Pleni- 
potentiary to  Spain,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  Family,  are 
disposed  of,  though  the  Mischief,  they  have  done,  is  in  some 
instances  irreparable  yet  their  Dismission  is  a favorable  Event, 
and  gives  almost  universal  Joy.  I say  almost  for  the  Junto 
tho’  broken  are  not  destroyed.  The  removal  of  these  men  is 
some  satisfaction  to  me,  & in  part  repays  me  for  what  I have 
suffered,  & the  Indignities  thrown  upon  me  whilst  pursuing 
my  Opposition  against  them ; I pray  to  have  the  earliest 
Information,  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Fier  Roderique,  in  which 
Ship  I hope  to  be  able  to  embark  for  France,  and  have  written 
to  M^  D®Francais  on  The  subject  pray  put  him  in  mind  of  it 
if  you  see  him  I have  nothing  particular  to  add  but  am  as 
[Ever]  My  Dear  Brother  Your’s 

S De[ane] 

M'’  SiM^  Deane 

[Superscribed]  To  Simeon  Deane  Esq^  Merch*  Suffolke  Vir- 
ginia 

[Endorsed]  S Deane  Esq^  Sep*^  1779 
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WILLIAM  DUER  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE  & CO. 

Aebany  March  25*^  1780 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  to  this  day  without  any  Favors  from  you  since  your 
Letter  of  the  7th  Ultimo.  As  this  Letter  is  marked  (Copy) 
and  as  you  inform  me  in  it  that  the  Purchase  of  the  Bills 
would  be  finished  in  a day,  or  two,  I am  extremely  afraid  that 
some  accident  may  have  happend  to  the  Letters  cont®  the 
Bills.  You  will  therefore  oblige  me  Extremely  in  letting  me 
know  without  loss  of  Time  what  is  done  in  that  Matter;  and 
whether  you  have  concluded  your  Contract  mentioned  in  your 
la[st.]  I am  at  present  at  Albany  where  I shall  [stay]  ’till 
the  15^^  April;  any  Letters  you  may  write  to  me  in  future  be 
pleased  to  send  under  Cover  to  CoP  Morgan  Lewis  D Q Mly, 
at  Albany.  I am  informed  that  there  are  frequent  good 
opportunities  from  Hartford  to  this  Place. 

I am  with  much  Regard, 

Your  most  Obed^  Serv* 

DuER. 

Mes®^®  Barnabas  Deane  & C®  Weathersfield. 
[Superscribed]  Mess^®  Barnabas  DeanE  & C®  Merch*® 
Weathersfeild. 

[Endorsed]  W“  Duer  Esq**  March  25^^  1780 


SIMEON  DEANE  TO  JOSIAH  BUCK 

WiEEIAMSBURG  17  Ap^  1780 

Cap*  Josiah  Buck 
My  dear  Brother 

It  is  a long  time  since  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  a letter 
from  you  & I fear  you  have  some  reason  on  your  part  to 
complain  of  my  Silence  also.  But  be  assured  that  as  on  my 
part  it  does  not  Proceed  from  want  of  affection,  neither  do 
I entertain  the  least  doubt  on  yours.  Pray  let  us  both  in 
future  be  more  attentive  in  corresponding. 


SIMEON  DEANE. 


151 


In  all  the  Letters  I have  wrote  our  Bro^  B D I have 
desired  him  to  shew  their  Contents  to  you  with  an  assurance 
of  my  warmest  affection,  & I have  no  doubt  he  has  done  it. 
But  I am  still  to  enquire  after  many  particulars  from  you  & 
my  dear  Sister  & your  little  ones,  also  to  know  how  you  fare 
in  this  very  changeable  World,  & how  your  Friends  & 
Connections  stand  it. 

If  you  ask  me  the  same  Questions  I reply  that  you  may 
recollect  that  my  Fortune  was  always  somewhat  particular, 
& most  commonly  unfavorable.  As  to  a Wife  I neither  have 
any,  nor  will  my  affairs  permit  me  the  happiness  of  a per- 
manent one,  consequently  you  will  not  ask  after  Children. 
Fortune  which  has  long  & cruelly  persecuted  me  has  turned 
of  late  more  favorable,  but  you  must  not  from  thence  Sup- 
pose that  I depend  too  far  a continuance  of  the  Breeze. 

The  Invasion  of  the  last  Spring  when  I had  nearly  lost 
either  my  Life  or  at  least  my  Liberty,  deprived  me  of  my 
Books  & Papers,  Cloaths  Money  &c  &c  And  left  me  the  only 
Person  (out  of  about  30  in  Company)  who  escaped,  & this 
merely  by  the  great  darkness  of  the  Night  & the  Confusion 
of  the  Enemy  who  had  surrounded  us.  You  will  naturally 
suppose  that  this  Circumstance  has  very  much  Perplexed  & 
embarrassed  me  when  you  know  that  my  Connections  being 
with  Foreigners  who  are  naturally  Jealous  & to  whom  it  has 
been  hitherto  impossible  to  produce  proper  acco*® 

The  last  Week’s  Post  bro^  me  intelligence  from  a French 
Gent”  (Prisoner  on  Long  Island  who  was  taken  by  my  Side) 
that  he  had  obtained  my  Books  & Papers  & w^^  send  them  soon 
this  puts  me  in  spirits  as  to  those  matters. 

I have  made  a comfortable  speculation  which  will  I hope 
turn  me  a clear  Profit  of  80  or  £90,000  of  our  Present 
Currency  what  with  several  Windfalls  may  set  me  very  well 
forward,  in  case  I can  bring  all  things  to  bear. 

Lately  I have  obtained  a Bond  with  the  Strongest  security 
for  pay^  to  me  of  £1000  in  Gold  & Silver,  at  the  Rate  of  5/9 
the  real  Spanish  Dollar,  for  which  I this  day  pay  £15,000 
Continental,  & Dollars  at  6/.  but  I am  not  to  get  my  money 
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till  1786.  tis  uncertain  how  this  Speculation  may  turn  but  I 
thought  it  best  to  secure  something  before  a Wet  Day.  I am 
concerned  in  Three  Vessels,  at  present  which  are  Yz  of  Brig 
Porgie  of  200  Tons  Y Schooner  Harris  & ^ of  a sloop, 
these  (if  lucky)  may  do  me  something  needful. 

It  would  give  me  the  greatest  Pleasure  If  my  business 
will  permit  me  to  come  to  Connecticut,  in  Aug^  or  Sep^  next, 
but  am  veiy  uncertain  whether  I can  possibly  do  it  on  acco* 
of  my  Business  here. 

Were  a Peace  to  take  place  (which  God  send)  I could 
know  in  what  manner  to  act,  I shall  certainly  buy  a convenient 
Lot  &c  in  the  City  of  Norfolk  & build  (if  safe)  such  Houses 
&c  as  may  at  the  return  of  Peace  enable  me  to  be  as  soon 
fixed  (on  that  veiy  Convenient  Port)  as  others. 

Our  Bro^  S D has  been  with  me  ever  since  Dec^  and  I 
expect  will  sail  (in  the  Pier  Roderique  of  54  Guns)  in  two 
or  three  Weeks,  he  was  imwilling  to  embark  in  Jan^  in  the 
Pendant  of  74  because  of  her  going  to  !Martinico.  I think 
that  he  has  a Prospect  of  terminating  his  affairs  on  his  return 
to  Europe  with  great  Honor  to  himself,  & I hope  he  may  also 
derive  some  very  solid  Advantages  from  his  several  Plans  of 
Business.  I am  happy  to  find  the  particular  distinction  & 
Priendship  with  which  he  is  rec'^  here,  & I think  his  Enemies 
will  soon  be  properly  exposed  & despised. 

Our  friend  Sebor  is  also  here,  & you  may  suppose  that 
it  gives  me  an  Idea  of  being  at  home  indeed  when  I am  con- 
versing with  our  ]\P  D & him.  We  are  all  heart}*  & in  as 
high  spirits  as  the  times  will  admit  of. 

This  day  brings  us  News  of  another  British  embarkation, 
supposed  for  this  Place,  or  Charlestown  S C.  I fear  it  may 
prove  true,  &:  if  for  \ irg^  will  again  force  us  to  scamper 

I beg  you  by  no  means  to  omit  shewing  this  Letter  to  our 
Brother  B D.  immediately  & to  assure  him  of  my  constant 
affection  & attachment. 

Our  Capes  are  at  present  free  from  Cruisers  & an 
Embargo  in  the  English  W Indies  gives  us  a fine  Chance. 
But  I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  late  extraordinary  manoeuvre 
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of  Congress  has  almost  ruined  the  money  here.  Best  Tob° 
is  now  at  £45  & rising,  other  Goods  in  proportion,  & God 
knows  where  we  are  to  Land,  when  so  many  interested 
Villians  argue  for  a Publick  Bankruptcy. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  possible,  meantime 
present  my  Compliments  to  former  Friends  & Acquaintance 
& believe  me  to  be  most  affectionately 

Brother  yours  Deane 

[Endorsed]  Simeon  Deane,  Williamsburg,  Va.  April  17,  1780. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  SIMEON  DEANE 

On  Board  the  Roderique  June  20^^  1780 

My  Brother 

When  M"”  D®Francy  declared  He  would  sail  on  Sunday 
last,  I hoped  he  would  have  exerted  himself,  as  he  was  then 
really  alarmed,  but  as  it  is  now  become  the  Fashion,  and  I 
may  almost  add  the  Test  of  Patriotism  to  disbelieve  every 
Unfavorable  peice  of  News  however  Authentic,  every  one, 
myself  excepted  insisted  upon  it,  that  Charlestown  was  not 
taken,  nor  could  be  for  some  time  to  come,  on  this  He  set 
down  to  write  to  all  his  Correspondants,  & even  to  his 
Acquaintances  in  different  parts,  and  really  became  uneasy 
with  me  for  hurrying  of  him.  Thursday  was  at  last  fixed  on, 
to  sail  early  in  the  Morning,  I rose  before  the  Sun  and  found 
the  Wind  fair,  but  on  calling  on  M*’  D®Francy,  He  as  usual, 
was  in  his  Robe  d®  Chambre,  his  Papers  all  spread  round,  & 
as  seriously  engaged  in  Writing,  in  giving  Orders,  & settling 
trifling  Acc*^®  as  if  We  were  not  to  sail  in  a Month,  with 
much  Difficulty  he  got  aboard  by  about  Two  “Clock  when  the 
Wind  shifting  more  to  the  East,  and  the  Tide  turning,  the 
Opportunity  was  lost  and  yesterday  Morning  We  made  Sail, 
but  the  Wind  Headed  Us,  and  We  came  Too  about  Two  Miles 
below  the  Town.  M**  DeFrancy  sick  with  Chagrin,  at  what 
his  indecisive,  dilatory  Conduct  had  produced,  returned 
instantly  to  York,  there  He  met  Letters  from  Charlestown 
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informing  him,  that  the  Town  was  taken,  & the  English  Fleet 
put  to  sea  for  the  Northward,  on  this  He  wrote  CapP  Mor- 
ton, to  send  him  back  his  Portfeuille,  for  that  He  had  many 
Letters  to  write,  that  it  was  more  difficult  than  ever,  for  him 
to  set  out,  and  desiring  him  that  if  the  Wind  set  fair.  He 
would  not  wait  a Moment  for  Him.  This  has  thrown  the 
Capt^  into  perplexity,  & here  We  are  in  doleful  Dumps,  a 
contrary  Wind,  in  hourly  expectation  of  the  Enemy,  and 
without  so  much  as  a Song  or  Tune  from  Our  Freinds  to 
enliven  Our  Spirits.  This  Ship  has  been  here  more  than  Seven 
Months,  Her  Cargo  ready  when  She  arrived,  and  it  is  Now 
Five  Months  since  it  was  well  known  the  Enemy  were  carry- 
ing on  their  Operations  to  the  Southward,  & that  they  intended 
for  this  Bay,  after  this  if  taken,  who  will,  or  ought  to  pity  Us? 

Sunday  June  This  Morning  We  made  sail  early,  & 
shall  be  at  sea  by  One  °Clock,  neither  M^  DeFrancy  nor 
M^  Disepiniers  on  board  the  Fier  Roderique,  they  may  possibly 
have  got  on  board  some  of  the  other  Shipps  & may  join  Us  if 
so  in  Our  passage.  I shall  send  this  by  the  Pilot,  will  not 
add  except  my  Wishes  for  your  Prosperity,  & repeating  my 
Injunctions  on  you,  so  write  by  ev’ry  Opportunity,  & very 
minutely  when  You  have  Time,  in  Cypher  when  particular 
Subjects  are  touched  on 

I am  my  Brother  most  Affectionately 

Yours  S Deane 

J Sebor  is  well,  eats  his  Allowance,  & has  taken  his 
Station  at  a Twelve  pounder,  which  he  helps  To  exercise 
Twice  a Day,  This  makes  him  sweat  but  it  gives  him  an 
Appetite,  & There  is  at  present  no  Appearance  of  Scarcity. 

At  Twelve  “Clock  Our  Pilot  run  Us  on  to  the  Horse 
Shoe,  & instead  of  lowering  Sail,  and  carrying  out  an  Anchor, 
tryed  to  crowd  her  Over,  fortunately  We  had  little  or  No  sea 
or  the  Ship  must  have  been  instantly  broken  by  her  extreme 
Weight,  as  it  Was,  She  Struck  hard  and  continued  Thump- 
ing untill  three  next  Morning  when  by  starting  her  Water, 
She  was  got  off  at  full  Tide,  this  detained  us  yesterday  to 
replace  Our  Water  it  is  Now  Tuesday  13^*^  at  Ten  “Clocke 
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compleated,  and  We  are  getting  under  Weigh  with  a fair 
Wind,  The  Ship  has  not  suffered  by  being  aground  as  We 
judge  from  her  not  making  any  Water.  Thus  you  have  Our 
History,  To  the  Moment  of  Our  setting  Sail,  & I once  more 
bid  you  Adieu 

[Superscribed]  M''  Simeon  Deane 

[Endorsed]  Silas  Deane  10  June  1780  from  Fier  Roderique 
Silas  Deane  Esq^  Fier  Roderique  10  June  1780 


BENJAMIN  TAELMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 


Dear  Sir 


Fishkiee.  Oct°  27‘^  1780 


As  I informed  You  in  my  last,  the  Court  Martial  for  the 
Tryal  of  Col.  Sheldon  came  on  this  Week.  For  certain 
reasons  it  was  adjourned  to  this  Place,  & very  contrary  to  my 
Expectations,  it  has  lasted  but  three  days.  I am,  in  Justice  to 
Col.  Sheldon,  bound  to  inform  You  that  I never  saw 
Charges  so  badly  supported  in  my  life.  When  the  Prosecutor, 
D.  Stoddard,  had  gone  thro’  with  his  Evidences  in  support  of 
the  Charges,  the  Col.  was  indulged  with  a day  to  prepare  his 
Defence,  & the  Court  declared  that  every  Evidence  produced 
by  the  Prosecutor,  was  in  favor  of  the  Prisoner,  & not  an 
Evidence  was  called  for  on  the  part  of  the  Col.,  notwith- 
standing he  had  many  on  the  spot.  From  this  it  will  be  easy 
to  Guess  the  Sentence.  S[  ]d  was  very  little  regarded 

by  any  Person  at  this  Place,  & not  a Member  of  the  Court  nor 
hardly  an  officer  of  the  Reg^  deigned  to  speak  to  him.  In  fine, 
for  fear  of  trouble  which  he  understood  was  preparing  for 
him,  he  left  this  Place  the  day  before  the  Tryal  was  closed. 
Col.  Sheldon,  in  his  defence,  has  delineated  the  Character  of 
his  Prosecutor,  in  such  a way  as  I think  will  nettle  him. 
Possibly  You  may  see  it  in  Print  in  some  future  day. 

Our  latest  Accounts  from  the  Northward  were  favorable. 
The  Enemy  were  retreating,  & our  People  in  close  Pursuit. 
Some  Prisoners  had  been  taken  on  our  Part. 


156 


decani;  PAPE)RS. 


With  respect  to  the  Embarkation  at  N.  Y.  I have  not, 
within  a few  days,  heard  any  thing  about  it.  I feel  every  day 
more  convinced  that  the  Enemy  are  bound  to  Virginia,  or  the 
Carolinas.  Another  Arnold  Plot  has  lately  been  discovered. 
A Certain  Ross,  of  the  first  fortune  in  Virginia,  has  been 
discovered  to  have  a Brig^^  Gen^’®  Commission  from  Corn- 
wallis. It  seems  his  object  was  to  have  delivered  a sufficient 
Quantity  of  Arms  into  the  hands  of  the  Convention  Troops 
in  Virginia,  which  he  was  to  head,  & Cornwallis  making  a 
movem^  to  favor  the  Plan,  he  was  to  join  him  with  the  whole 
of  the  B.  Prisoners.  We  have  this  moment  rec*^  the  informa- 
tion, without  any  further  Particulars,  save  that  Ross  had  30 
blank  Commissions,  to  have  raised  as  many  more  Men  for  his 
Majesty’s  Service  as  he  could.  He  was  apprehended,  & I 
trust  will  receive  the  Reward  of  his  Labors. 

Pray  what  Steps  are  You  taking  to  raise  an  Army? 
Nothing  but  an  Army  for  the  War  can  save  us.  I hope  the 
States  are  sufficiently  convinced  of  this.  A Respectable  Army 
is  the  strongest  Argument  we  can  use  for  an  honorable  Peace. 

Pray  write  me  by  every  opportunity.  Make  my  love  & 
Compliments  to  M^  Webb,  Lady  & friends 

& be  assured  I am,  with  Sentiments 
of  Esteem  & Regard,  Sir, 

your  most  Obed^  Serv^ 

Benj^  Tapi^madge: 

We:st  Point  OcP  29,  80 

P.  S.  Enclosed  are  some  orders  from  Gen^  Washington 
which  have  just  come  to  hand.  Please  to  Congratulate  my 
friends  on  the  Acc*  of  the  good  news  contained. 

B.  T. 

M""  De:ane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  De;ane:  Esq:  Merch^  Wethersfield 

fav"^  by  Capt.  Belden 

[Endorsed]  Maj’’  B Tallmadge  Octo*’  1780 
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SIMEON  DEANE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Richmond  Ap^  1781 

My  dear  Brother 

Your  kind  favor  of  18^^  March  came  safe  to  hand  by 
which  I’m  happy  to  learn  that  our  Bro^  J B^  & Sister  have  an 
addition  to  their  Family  by  the  birth  of  another  Son,  I pray 
you  to  present  them  my  sincere  Congratulations  on  this 
further  increase  of  their  family. 

With  reference  to  News  I cou’d  wish  to  give  you  a more 
favorable  account  than  our  present  situation  can  aiford.  You 
have  doubtless  heard  that  Gen.  Phillips  hath  Joined  the 
Enemy  here  with  a reinforcement  from  N Y.  also  of  the 
Action  near  our  Capes  between  the  French  & English  in  which 
the  former  had  the  advantage,  at  this  time  we  are  in  con- 
tinual alarms  from  the  depredations  which  the  British  Cruizers 
make  up  our  large  Navigable  Rivers  & even  at  this  Hour  we 
are  moving  the  Property  out  of  this  Town,  tho’  distant  120 
Miles  from  Portsm®  A few  armed  Vessels  of  the  Enemy 
having  come  up  as  far  as  W“®burg  two  days  ago,  you  will 
Judge  from  thence  our  situation  in  point  of  resistance,  some 
depredations  have  been  lately  made  on  the  Tob°  Ware  Houses 
on  Potomack,  in  which  River  ab^  7 or  8 Sail  proceeded  near 
as  high  up  as  Alexandria  about  180  Miles  from  the  Bay,  some 
trifling  loss  hath  also  been  sustained  on  the  Rappahannock, 
our  Trade  is  nearly  at  an  end.  Tobacco  is  now  from  70  to  £80 
P C^  altho’  Exchange  is  at  or  near  150  for  one. 

I much  afraid  that  I shall  lose  all  my  Tobacco  in  this 
Country.  I came  here  three  days  ago  to  settle  two  or  three 
very  large  Accounts  which  I had  some  Months  ago  promised 
to  receive  in  Tob°  at  the  Price  which  was  current  at  the  time 
when  the  money  became  due,  but  am  truly  at  a loss  to  know 
what  to  do  with  it. 

In  a few  days  I shall  go  to  Lancaster  County  at  the 
mouth  of  Rappahannock  River  where  I have  60  Hh^®  in  a 
very  dangerous  situation,  for  near  Twelve  Months  I have 
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done  very  little  & can  now  only  hope  to  preserve  what  remains 
of  much  Toil  & fatigue  which  I have  had  in  this  scattered 
Country,  if  I can  get  my  Property  into  a tolerable  secure  situa- 
tion, shall  come  & make  you  a Visit  about  the  beginning  of 
next  Summer. 

You  have  probably  had  the  particulars  of  Gen  Greenes 
Battle  in  N Carolina,  since  which  Cornwallis  hath  retreated 
to  Cape  Fear  River  & will  probably  be  there  reinforced.  The 
desertion  of  the  Militia  together  with  the  expiration  of  their 
time  of  duty  had  so  far  weakened  Gen.  Greene  as  to  prevent 
his  intercepting  the  British,  by  the  last  Accounts  from  the 
Gen.  I fear  he  is  rather  in  a precarious  situation  at  best  & if 
Cornwallis  gets  reinforced  I dread  the  event.  The  present 
forces  of  the  Enemy  here  are  computed  at  about  2500  & they 
find  sufficient  business  for  all  our  Militia.  People  here  begin 
to  grumble  & say  that  the  Northern  States  ought  to  send 
Troops  this  way  to  requite  the  assistance  formerly  lent  from 
hence,  whether  this  is  Just  I do  not  pretend  to  say 

Our  Publick  matters  are  managed  in  such  a manner  as  is 
I believe  scarcely  parallel’d,  but  you  may  apply  the  old  adage 
“He  that  wanteth  Money  wanteth  all  things’’.  Whether  we 
deserve  Credit  let  the  Resolutions  of  the  18^^  March  80  (& 
subsequent)  testify.  The  amazing  injustice  done  to  individuals 
concerning  money  matters  every  one  knows  & the  innumerable 
squabbles  on  that  Score  will  not  be  soon  ended. 

A special  Assembly  was  called  here  in  March,  they  Struck 
a large  of  Money,  Purporting  on  the  face  of  the  Bills  that 
it  is  to  be  redeemed  after  several  Years  at  the  Rate  of  One 
Silver  Dollar  for  Forty,  some  of  these  Bills  are  to  the  Tune 
of  One  Thousand  each  & are  Printed  on  such  Paper  that  they 
are  scarcely  legible  at  first,  & very  dangerous  to  carry  about 
in  damp  weather.  The  discount  between  these  & Old  Conty 
is  about  20  P C^  yet  these  are  worth  near  double  to  N Carolina 
Money,  but  I believe  you  have  heard  & seen  enough  on  this 
Subject. 

Pray  have  you  any  late  News  from  our  S D?  his  latest 
which  came  to  my  hands  was  of  Sept.  last,  we  daily  hope 
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the  return  of  the  F.  Roderique  but  I think  if  she  conies  by 
the  W Indies  she  will  not  try  for  Virginia,  I hope  to  get  some 
Goods  by  her  & this  is  one  reason  of  my  not  going  North^  so 
soon  as  I otherwise  do.  I expect  you  have  Copy  of  our 
Brothers  letter  to  Congress,  of  the  1®*^  June  1780,  he  ordered 
me  to  Print  it,  but  from  his  not  repeating  the  Order  since  his 
arrival  in  Europe  I suspen’d  it  till  I go  to  PhiP  where  per- 
haps I shall  get  it  done,  you  know  it  is  long  & Spirited  & 
though  the  Cursed  treatment  he  has  had  Justifies  its  being 
made  Publick  yet  perhaps  it  may  hurt  the  Publick  Cause. 

You  request  my  opinion  concerning  the  Purchase  of  the 
Bills  granted  to  the  Soldiery  for  depreciation,  I can  only  reply 
that  one  ought  to  be  very  cautious  in  dealing  with  a Man  who 
has  cheated  you  once.  Tho  I had  much  rather  trust  your 
Gov^  than  many  others.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  Faith  hath 
left  this  Earth  & perhaps  will  be  long  absent. 

That  we  may  each  see  better  days  here  & eternal  happi- 
ness hereafter  are  the  best  wishes  of 

your  very  affectionate  Brother 

S D 

P.  S.  This  moment  we  have  official  intelligence  the 
British  have  landed  (without  opposition)  very  near  W“®burg, 
part  of  my  Clothes  & some  Papers  are  there  but  I hope  will 
not  be  destroyed.  They  will  take  the  Place  (perhaps)  un- 
opposed I fear  they  will  make  a stand  there  as  tis  situated 
ab^  1 Mile  from  Navigable  Water  on  both  James  & York 
Rivers  & commands  ab*^  3 Counties  below  it,  including  the 
Towns  of  York  & Hampton,  adieu. 

[Superscribed]  Barn^  Deane  Esq^  Wethersfield  near  the  Post 
Office  at  Hartford  Connecticut  Dumfries  Way 
[Endorsed]  Simeon  Deane  to  Barnabas  D.  Richmond  April 
17,  1781 
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POURTON  & MAUS  TO  FIZEAUX  & CO} 

Paris  Le  22  7bre  1781 
Mrs  Jqs  Pizeaux  & C a Valenciennes 
Et  Fizeaux  & C a St  Quentin 
Messieurs 

La  presente  vous  sera  rendue  par  Monsieur  Dian  charge 
des  affaires  des  provinces  unies  de  L’Amerique,  il  est  sur  son 
depart  pour  faire  un  voyage  en  Flandres,  comme  il  passera  par 
VOS  villes,  nous  vous  prions  de  luy  rendre  les  services  qui 
dependront  de  vous  et  de  Taider  de  vos  conseils  s’il  y a recours 
comme  il  est  dans  le  cas  de  faire  quelques  achats  de  vos  Manu- 
factures, nous  souhaitons  qu’il  s’adresse  a vos  Maisons  et  que 
la  presente  donne  lieu  a des  affaires  suivies  entre  vous, 
Messieurs,  et  luy  persuades  qu’elles  seront  a votre  comune 
satisfaction  nous  croyons  luy  avoir  inspire  toute  la  Confiance 
qu’il  doit  avoir  en  vous.  Messieurs,  nous  ne  doutons  pas  qu’a 
votre  tour  vous  ne  luy  donniez  la  votre,  puis  que  vous  le 
Connoissez  sans  doute  deja  de  reputation. 

Nous  avons  L’honneur  d’etre  tres  sincerement  Messieurs 

Vos  tres  humbles  et 

tres  obeissants  Serviteurs 

PoURTON  ET  MaUS 

[Superscribed]  A Messieurs  Jaq^s  Fizeaux  & Comp  a Valen- 
ciennes 

A Messieurs  Et®  Fizeaux  & Comp®  a St.  Quentin 
1 

Paris,  September  22nd,  1781. 
Messrs  Jaques  Fizeaux  & C.  at  Valenciennes, 

Etienne  Fizeaux  & C.  at  St.  Quentin. 

Sirs, 

This  letter  will  be  handed  you  by  Monsieur  Deane,  charge  d’affaires 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  America.  He  is  leaving  to  make  a trip  to 
Flanders.  Since  he  will  pass  through  your  cities  we  beg  you  to  be  of 
such  service  to  him  as  lies  within  your  power,  and  to  assist  him  with 
your  advice  if  he  asks  for  it.  As  he  is  to  make  some  purchases  of  your 
products,  we  trust  that  he  will  address  himself  to  you  and  that  this 
letter  will  bring  about  continued  business  relations  between  you.  Sirs, 
and  him.  Convinced  as  we  are  that  they  will  be  to  your  mutual  satis- 
faction, we  believe  we  have  inspired  in  him  all  the  confidence  that  he 
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BENJAMIN  TALEMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Fairfield  Oct°  lO’^^  1781 

Dear  Sir 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  Rec^  of  your  favor  Sept^  30^^ 
together  one  enclosed  to  M'’  C.  which  shall  be  carefully 
delivered. 

I have  given  Colt  an  account  of  our  Enterprize  across 
the  Sound,  & have  enclosed  You  a Copy  of  Gen^  Orders  in 
Consequence  of  the  same. 

I have  this  moment  seen  J.  Ingersoll  from  Philad% 
by  whom  am  informed  that  after  Gen^  Washington’s  Arrival 
before  York,  which  took  place  on  the  25^^  ult°  he  summoned 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  surrender;  which  was  peremptorily  refused 
by  his  Lordship;  in  Consequence  of  which  The  French  Troops 
stormed  three  of  their  Redoubts  on  the  morning  of  the  27^^ 
Thus  much  for  Gen^  Washington. 

Accounts  on  all  hands  agree  that  Gen^  Green  has  had  a 
very  severe  Engagement  with  the  Enemy  near  Charlestown, 
in  which  he  suffered  very  considerably,  but  gained  very  great 
advantages.  The  3*^  Reg‘  of  Dragoons  under  Col.  Washing- 
ton, were  nearly  cut  to  pieces.  It  is  said  that  Gen^  Green 
made  near  1,000  Prisoners. 

I am  just  informed  that  the  British  Fleet  have  again 
sailed  from  the  hook,  but  cannot  answer  for  the  truth  of  this 
Acch  Depend  on  this,  if  they  go  southward,  it  will  be  on  a 
desperate  Errand.  They  plainly  see  their  all  is  at  stake  in 
America,  for  if  their  southern  Conquests  cease,  as  they  have 
renounced  the  plan  of  subjugation  in  any  other  Quarter,  they 
may  possibly  be  wise  enough  to  close  the  War. 

Let  me  hear  from  You  often,  via  Head  Q**®  or  directly 


should  have  in  you,  Sirs.  We  do  not  doubt  you  in  your  turn  will  give 
him  yours,  since  you  doubtless  know  him  already  by  reputation. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  very  sincerely.  Sirs, 

Your  Very  Humble  and  Very  Obedient  Servants, 

PouRTON  & Maus. 

[Superscribed]  To  Messrs.  Jaques  FizEaux  & Comp,  at  Valenciennes 
To  Messrs.  Etienne  Fizeaux  & Comp,  at  St.  Quentin 


162 


de;ane  papers. 


to  this  place,  as  I shall  probably  be  continued  in  this  Vicinity 
for  a season. 

Compliments  to  Webb  & Family,  The  Doctor  &c  &c, 
& believe  me,  Sir, 

most  affectionately  & sincerely  Yours 

Benj^  Taeemadge 

Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq;  Merch^  Wethersfield 

Hon*^  by  Capt  Grant 

[Endorsed]  Maj.  Benj“  Tallmadge  Octo^  10.  1781 

[Enclosure] 

Head  quarters  Continentae  Vieeage,  October  5 1781 

The  General  congratulates  the  army  on  the  Success  of 
the  American  arms  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Slong,  on  Long 
Island,  the  Morning  of  the  3*^  instant.  This  enterprize  was 
planned  by  Major  Tallmadge,  and  executed  by  Major  Tres- 
cott,  with  an  address  and  gallantry  Which  does  them  greate 
honour. 

The  General  presents  his  thanks  to  Major  Tallmadge, 
Major  Trescott,  and  The  other  brave  officers  and  men,  both 
Soldiers  and  boat-men,  who  signalized  Themselves  on  this 
occasion.  It  adds  much  to  The  pleasure  of  this  success,  that 
it  was  obtained  Without  the  loss  of  a man  killed  on  our  side, 
and  but  one  wounded,  of  the  enemy  Two  Captains,  one 
Lieutenant  and  Eighteen  Ranks  and  file  were  made  prisoners. 
Besides  several  killed  and  wounded.  Two  iron  double  forti- 
fied 4 pounders  were  Destroyed.  The  Colours  of  the  fort, 
one  Brass  3 pounder,  a number  of  small  arms.  Ammunition 
&c  are  trophies  of  Victory. 

Extract  from  General  Orders, 

H.  Sewaee  a.  D.  Camp 
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BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Fairfield  Nov^  81 
Sir 

It  is  now  a long  time  since  I have  rec^  a line  from  You, 
but  this  I do  not  offer  as  an  apology  for  writing  You  a short 
Letter.  I have  this  moment  returned  from  Long  Island  where 
we  have  been  detained  by  an  uncommon  N.  West  wind  for 
about  a week. 

This  morning  at  3 oClock  I got  intelligence  that  a Detach- 
ment of  the  Enemy  were  at  a Place  called  Stonny  brook, 
near  Cranneck  Point,  about  24  in  number,  guarding  a large 
Schooner  which  they  had  taken  near  Thimble  Islands.  Tho’ 
I had  but  about  20  Continental  Soldiers,  which  I took  merely 
as  a guard  to  cover  other  Designs,  I determined  to  attack 
them.  We  immediately  went  in  quest  of  them,  (being  about 
4 miles  distant)  & at  sunrise  this  morning  found  them  some 
on  board  the  Schooner,  & some  on  Shoar  as  a guard.  We 
advanced  on  them  without  firing  a gun,  which  the  Enemy 
perceiving  immediately  retreated  on  board  the  Vessel,  & as  we 
had  some  distance  to  march  before  we  could  possibly  reach 
her,  the  whole  immediately  betook  themselves  to  their  boats 
& left  their  prize  which  laid  within  6 Yards  of  the  Shore.  As 
soon  as  we  reached  the  hill  we  began  to  fire  on  them,  when  as 
we  suppose  6 or  8 were  killed  & wounded  & one  taken.  The 
prize  being  aground  we  stripped  her  of  all  her  rigging,  & tho’ 
a very  fine  Vessel  we  were  obliged  to  burn  her. 

I have  no  time  tell  You  news.  Can  only  observe  to  You 
that  your  Brothers  Letters  published  in  Rivington’s  Papers, 
make  a great  noise.  I could  send  them  to  You,  but  Col.  Webb 
has  got  them  in  Course  tho’  not  the  whole.  I intend  to  pre- 
serve them,  as  Rivington  has  hauled  my  name  in  among  the 
rest.  I could  wish  to  chat  with  you  an  hour  on  this  subject. 
However  this  inter  nos. 

The  British  Fleet  have  returned  to  the  hook  without 
seeing  the  French  Fleet.  I am  informed  that  16  Sail  of  the 
Line  fell  down  to  the  hook  last  Tuesday  said  to  be  bound  to 
the  W.  Indies. 
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Sir  H.  Clinton  has  landed  his  Troops  on  Staten  Island  & 
I suppose  will  soon  be  at  N.  York.  He  is  much  censured  for 
the  Capture  of  Cornwallis. 

I pray  You  to  present  my  Compliments  to  all  my  friends, 
& belive  me  to  be,  my  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed^  Friend  & Serv^ 

B.  Taeemadge 

Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq:  Merch^  Wethersfield 
Hon*^  by  Platt 

[Endorsed]  Maj^  B Tallmadge  Nov^  1781 


CHAREES  TISDAEE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

London  26^^  Feby  82 

Sir  * 

I think  Myself  either  very  unfortunate  or  treated  with 
great  Inattention  in  not  hav®  rec'^  a Line  in  Ans^  to  mine  of  a 
Month  back,  however  as  I am  willing  to  impute  it  to  some 
Accident  hav®  befallen  my  Lre  or  y^®  in  Ans^  I herein  request 
the  Fav^  of  a Line  by  the  first  Return  saying  if  you  have  red. 
such  a Lre  with  my  Request  of  y^  Ans**  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales’s  Coff : Conduit  street  Hanover  Square  London,  if  con- 
seqtly  you  have  red.  my  Things  fm  Champon,  & finally  if  you 
will  please  to  send  the  said  Things  to  any  Friend  or  Corre- 
spondent of  y^®  in  London  (for  Instance  Gumell  Hoare  & C° 
or  any  other)  & order  them  to  deliver  them  to  Me  on  Pay- 
ment of  the  Money  I owe  you  for  Cash  lent  & what  you’ve 
p'^  Champon  &ca  y^  compliance  will  oblige  S^  y*"  very  hble 
Serv*- 

Charles  Tisdale 

P : S : My  best  Compt®  to  y^  Son  & M*”  Sebor 
[Endorsed]  26*^'^  Feb^  1782  Ch®  Tisdale  Lett^ 
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GEORGE  CLIFFORD  & TEYSSET  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Amsterdam  25^’"  April  1782 

Sir: 

We  have  this  post  reed  the  letter  you  favoured  us  with 
from  Ghent,  the  20^^  Instant,  in  Reply  to  which  we  have  to 
acquaint  you  that,  the  trifle  we  Remain  indebted  to  you 
Results  from  a Ballance  on  the  100  Barr®  Gun  powder. 
Shipped  at  Rotterdam  for  S^  Eustatius  P Cap^  Terhorst,  on 
your  Joint  Account  with  M*"  Sam'  Beall,  which  have  been 
taken  out  by  the  British  Government  & paid  by  them  at  the 
Rate  of  /3.9  P%  above  Cost  & Charges,  making  for  your  half 
in  10/  m'^  V172.10,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  as 
most  agreeable.  With  regard  to  the  Insurance  preemium  you 
want  to  be  informed  of,  there  is  no  telling  exactly  at  what  rate 
our  Underwriters  might  Sign  on  a Neutral  Ship  bound  from 
Ostend  to  Boston  or  Philad^  as  it  may  vary  more  or  less 
According  to  Circumstances : but  with  an  order  in  hand,  we 
would  now  be  able  to  gett  it  underwrote  at  10  PC.  they  on  the 
other  hand  intirely  refuse  Signing  at  what  rate  Soever,  on  a 
like  Vessel  for  the  Same  Voyage,  Cleared  out  with  Ostensible 
Papers  for  Some  Neutral  Port  in  the  West  Indies,  knowing 
by  experience,  that  Ships  with  such  double  papers,  are  often 
Subject  to  endless  difficulties.  It  is  with  great  Concern  we 
must  at  this  Juncture  Communicate  to  you  the  Sudden  & 
premature  decease  of  our  Worthy  friend  & partner  M*’  G® 
Clifford,  aged  46  Years,  which  will  Occasion  that  the  business 
of  the  house  will  be  liquidated  by  our  M*’  T,  who  for  the 
future  Continues  the  Same  under  the  firm  of  Teysset  & C® 
associating  therein  his  only  Son  when  he  returns  from  his 
Travels  in  France.  They  will  be  happy  to  meet  opportunities 
of  proving  usefull  to  you,  & Convincing  you  of  the  Sincere 
Regard  wherewith  they  & We  beg  leave  to  Subscribe 
Sir  Your  most  Ob  humb®  Serv‘d 

George  Clifford  & Teysset 

On  American  Ships  now  loading  here  for  Philad^,  our 
Underwriters  have  Signed  at  35  P C and  will  not  do  it  under 
that  Rate. 
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SiRAS  Deane  Esq^  in  Ghent. 

[Superscribed]  Monsieur  Sieas  Deane  a rhoteh Royal,  Chez 
Mi  Lord  Champons  a Gand 
[Endorsed]  Clifford  & Tysetts  Eett^  25^^  Ap^  1782 


BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Harteord  4^^  Jan^  1783 

My  Dear  Brother 

I have  wrote  you  more  than  Twenty  Letters  Since  I have 
had  a Single  Line  from  you,  I am  at  a Loss  what  to  Attribute 
your  Silence  to.  Your  Last  Letter  which  I Rec^^  was  Dated  in 
Gent  Octo^  1781. 

I hope  the  111  usage  you  have  met  with  from  Congress 
has  not  made  you  forget  all  Your  friends  & Connexions  in 
America,  I assure  you  I have  great  Anxiety  for  You  & Your 
Silence  increases  it  I wish  you  to  write  me  if  its  but  a Line 
& Say  where  You  are  & that  you  are  well,  I have  wrote  you 
so  Often  on  Politicks  Lately  that  I Shall  Omit  Saying  much 
in  this  Letter,  our  Publicks  matters  grow  no  Better,  this  State 
have  been  So  Zealous  Ag*  the  Illicit  Trade  with  the  Brittish, 
that  they  have  made  a Number  of  Oppressive  Laws  in  Order 
to  Stop  that  Trade  by  which  means  the  Fair  Trader  has  his 
goods  & Vessels  Seiz^  & Try^  & when  he  is  Clear^  there  is  no 
Damages  Given.  I hope  we  may  have  peace  Soon  or  this  will 
be  a Wretched  Country  to  Live  in,  indeed  I never  Expect  to 
See  it  in  So  happy  a Scituation  as  it  was  before  this  warr,  our 
friends  at  Wethersfield  are  well  M""  Webb  goes  on  with  his 
Buisness  as  Usual. 

its  Some  months  Since  I heard  from  Simeon  we  have 
been  unfortunate  in  Our  Adventures  at  Sea  the  Last  Year, 
the  Brittish  Cruisers  are  thick  on  our  Coast. 

I meet  with  Trouble  in  Settling  the  Contract  made  in 
Our  Names  with  the  Com^®®  of  Secresy,  I am  near  Three 
Hundred  pounds  good  money  in  Advance  for  them,  & there 
is  now  an  Ex®  Ag*-  me  in  Fav’’  of  Col.  Sage  for  £450  which 
he  is  Trying  to  force  the  money  out  of  my  Hands,  (for  a 


olive:r  drrsworth. 


167 


Vessell  he  had  in  publick  Service,)  which  he  knows  he  has  no 
Right  to  Call  on  me  for;  I Expect  to  go  through  Another 
Course  of  Law  with  him  in  which  I hope  to  get  Clear  of  it, 
I Can  get  no  money  from  Congress  & my  Zeal  to  Serve  them 
was  So  great  that  I kept  Back  no  goods  in  my  hands,  on  the 
whole  it  was  unfortunate  for  me  that  Ever  I undertook  to  do 
Any  kind  of  Buisness  for  them 

I hope  we  may  Live  to  See  Better  times  & Live  under  an 
Honester  & Wiser  Goverment  than  the  Present  one  in 
America,  make  my  Compliments  to  Sebor  & Your  Son, 
I wish  to  hear  from  them  Both 

I am  my  Dear  Bro^ 

Yrs 

[Superscribed]  The  Hon'^^®  Siras  Ddane;  Esq**  London  To  be 
forwarded  by  C.  Hopkins  135  Fleet  S*^ 

Amsterdam  May  1783  forwarded  by  your  humble 
Serv^  Charles  Hopkins 

[Endorsed]  Hartford  Jan^  IP^  1783  Barn^  Deanes  Letter 


OLIVER  ELLSWORTH  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Phiraderphia  Jan^  22^  1783 

Dear  Sir 

I acknowledge  the  rec^  of  your  fav^  of  the  4^*^.  And 
think  I cannot  give  you  any  better  advice  at  present  how  to 
conduct  in  Case  you  are  pressed  with  the  Execution  of  Col 
Sage  than  what  you  mention  you  have  rec'^  from  your  counsel 
at  Hartford,  viz*  if  you  are  levied  upon  for  the  whole  nominal 
Sum  to  relieve  your  self  by  an  audita-querela  till  the  matter 
shall  be  further  considered  by  the  Superior  Court.  If  how- 
ever, as  CoP  Sage  & you  are  brother  Merchants  & the  Case 
wholly  a mercantile  one  you  should  agree  to  submit  to  some 
judicious  Merchant  or  Merchants  what  is  right  in  the  Case 
I think  you  would  be  justified  in  so  doing,  especially  as  the 
case  is  now  circumstanced.  It  is  truly  an  unfortunate  affair 
to  you,  8l  I sincerely  regret  that  the  public  have  it  not  in  their 
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power  at  present  to  reimburse  the  Ballance  you  may  be  in 
advance  to  them  should  it  be  considerable  but  hope  they  will 
be  able  to  do  it  ’er  long.  Should  I think  of  any  thing  farther 
to  write  or  that  I can  here  do  upon  the  Subject  it  shall  be 
done. 

We  have  nothing  official  or  that  can  be  depended  on  relat- 
ing to  the  Negociation  for  Peace  later  than  to  the  14*^  of  OcP 
when  it  was  going  on  but  had  not  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
assume  any  very  decided  aspect. 

Be  so  good  Sir  as  to  present  My  compliments  to  Webb 
when  you  see  him. 

I am  Dear  Sir 

Your  obed.  H.  Serv‘ 

Oliv  EeIvSWORTH 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Hartford  Connecticut 
free  O : Ellsworth 

[Endorsed]  Hon^®  Oliver  Ellsworth  Jan^  1783 

JEAN  DE  BAY  TO  SILAS  DEANE^ 

a BruxeeeES  ce  5 : fev'’ : 1782 

Monsieur 

J’ai  regu  en  terns  les  Deux  lettres  que  vous  m’avez  fait 
rhonneur  de  m’eccrire  le  31  du  mois  passe  et  4 du  Cour^  la 

1 Brussels,  February  5th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I duly  received  the  two  letters  that  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
me  the  31st  of  last  month  and  the  4th  instant,  the  first  containing  an 
enclosure  for  M*"  P.  Wentworth,  which  I sent  to  him  immediately  in 
care  of  Messrs  Hope  & Co.  of  Amsterdam,  which  is  the  address  he  had 
given  me  as  he  passed  through  here,  having  left  the  day  after  his 
arrival.  Moreover,  Sir,  whenever  you  think  me  capable  of  being  of  use 
to  you  I beg  you  not  to  spare  me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  very  sincerely  Sir, 

Your  Very  Humble  and  Very  Obedient  Servant, 
Jean  Ch.  De  Bay 

Brussels,  February  5th,  1782. 

M.  Fitz  Herbert,  Minister  of  England,  has  just  been  appointed 
minister  plenipotentiary. 

M'’  S.  Deane,  at  Ghent. 
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premiere  renfermant  une  Incluse  pour  M*"  P : Wentworth 
laqu'elle  Je  luy  ai  d’abord  expedie  sous  envelope  a Mess^® 
Hope  & C®  d’Amsterd“  qui  est  Tadresse  quil  ma  voit  indique 
a son  passage  icy,  en  etant  parti  le  L’endemain  de  son  arrivee, 
au  reste  Monsieur  en  toute  occasion  ou  vous  me  jugeriez 
Capable  de  pouvoir  vous  etre  utile,  Je  vous  prie  de  ne  point 
mepargnier 

Jai  Ihonneur  detre  bien  sincerement  Monsieur 

Votre  tres  humble  & tres 
obeissant  serviteur 

Jean  Ch  : De  Bay 

BruxeleES  ce  5 fev^  1782 

M^  fitz  Arbert  Ministre  d’angleterre  vient  de  recevoir  le 
caractere  de  Ministre  plenipotentiaire 
Mons^  S : Deane  a Gand. 

[Superscribed]  A Monsieur  S:  Deane  chez  Monsieur  J: 
L : Caters  a Gand 

[Endorsed]  M^  De  Bay  Eett**  5*^*^  Feb^  1782 


JOSEPH  AND  WILLIAM  RUSSELL 
TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Providence  17^^  Feb^,  1783. 

Barn^  Deane 
Sir. 

We  now  acknowledge  the  rec^  of  your  fav’’®  und^  the  8^*^ 
Nov^  and  8^*^  insb  And  in  Answer  theretoo,  it  has  not  been 
in  our  power  to  look  into  the  state  of  your  a/c  w^^  us  till  now. 
And  we  think  ourselves  happy  to  find  it  at  last.  And  we 
herewith  Inclose  it  to  you  by  which  you’l  see  that  their  is  a 
ballance  due  from  you  to  us  of  £37.16/  Silver  Lawfull  Money 
Which  on  Exam®  you  find  free  from  Error  you’l  please  to 
note  in  Conformity  And  Remitt  us  the  Money  for  the  same 
for  w®^  we  shall  be  much  Obliged 

You’l  Notice  Sir  by  the  a/c  that  we  Advanced  the  Money 
for  you  to  pay  M^  Mumford  when  the  Currencey  was  only 
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115  cont^  for  100  silv^  doP.  And  that  we  did  not  receive  the 
money  for  your  a/c  against  the  Navel  Committee  till  it  was 
310  Cont^  for  100  silv^  doP,  w^^  we  find  by  comparing  the 
dates  w*^  the  scale  of  Depreciation. 

We  are  with  Esteem  & regard  &c 
Copy  Orig^  P post 

Providence  Feb^  24^^  1783 
Sir 

The  foregoing  is  Copy  of  our  Letter  und^  the  17^^  Currant 
P the  post,  which  we  now  Confirm  & acknowledge  the  rec^  of 
your®  und^  the  22^^  Ins^  w""^  requires  no  further  Answer  than 
you  have  On  the  Other  side. 

With  much  Esteem  & respect 
We  remain  Sir 

your  most  Obed^  Servants 
Jos,  & W^  Russeee 

Barn®  Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barn®  Deane  Merch*  Hartford 
[Endorsed]  Jos.  & W“  Russell  Feb^  17.  1783 


BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 


Greeneieed  Feb^  22^^  1783 


Sir 

Collier  handed  me  your  Line,  to  whom  I offered  my 
services,  but  he  chose  to  proceed  on  to  Stamford. 

The  day  before  yesterday  I put  in  Execution  a Plan 
which  has  been  ripe  for  some.  The  Principal  trading  Cruizer 
in  this  Sound,  appearing  of  Stratford  Point,  I put  about  50 
Continental  Troops  on  board  a fast  sailing  Vessel  which  had 
been  Previously  prepared  at  Black  rock,  with  which  they 
immediately  stood  for  the  Enemy,  and  about  4 oClock  in  the 
afternoon  they  came  up  with  her  near  Stratford  Point,  when 
the  Enemy  began  a fire  from  their  Cannon  which  lasted  ’till 
our  Vessel  had  nearly  reached  her,  when  the  Troops  gave 
them  a full  discharge  of  Musquetry,  & as  soon  they  got  along 
side  immediately  boarded  her  with  fixed  bayonets.  The  Cap- 
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tain  of  the  Privateer  was  killed,  & several  of  his  men  were 
wounded ; but  what  seems  very  remarkable  tho’  the  hull,  Sails, 
Spars  & riging  of  our  Vessel  were  very  much  damaged,  not  a 
Man  on  board  was  hurt.  The  Prize  is  called  the  three 
Brothers,  mounts  11  Carriage  Guns,  four  Swivles  & had  25 
Stand  of  Arms  on  board.  She  was  navigated  by  21  men. 
Capt.  Brewster  with  Lieut®  Rhea  & Hawley  commanded  the 
Troops. 

What  think  You  of  the  Kings  Speech?  We  pronounce 
it  a very  mild,  favorable  Performance.  Thompson’s  Corps 
have  removed  from  Hantington,  and  it  is  said  are  soon  to 
embark  for  the  W.  Indies.  I believe  from  the  Preparations 
making  in  the  W.  Indies  by  the  Combined  Powers,  the  Enemy 
will  have  occasion  for  all  their  force  in  that  Q**  for  their 
Defence. 

The  sum  which  I should  be  glad  to  remit  De  Neufville 
& Son  is  thirty  seven  Guilders.  If  you  can  Pay  that  Sum  for 
me  in  Amsterdam,  Please  to  inform  me  of  it;  if  not  You  will 
oblige  me  by  asking  M*’  Platt  or  Col.  Broome.  You  will  also 
oblige  me  by  informing  where  I can  Purchase  some  bills,  & 
their  current  Price. 

I am,  D**  Sir, 

most  affectionately  Yours 
Benj^  Tabemadge 

Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq:  Merch^  Hartford 

P Dragoon 

[Endorsed]  Maj^  B.  Tallmadge  Feb^  22,  1783 


BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 


LitchEieed  March  10^*^  1783 


Sir 

Before  this  time  I presume  You  must  have  heard  that 
Capt.  Webb  is  in  Arrest  on  sundry  Charges  exhibited  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Regiment.  At  his  own  Request,  Col.  Sheldon 
assembled  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  together  last  Sunday, 
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when  it  was  proposed  to  reinstate  & restore  the  Delinquent, 
but  not  an  Officer  would  consent,  & with  difficulty  they  were 
pursuaded  to  have  his  Arrest  withdrawn  on  any  Considera- 
tion whatever.  I am  not  at  liberty  to  tell  You  what  was 
decreed  by  the  Officers,  but  thus  much  I would  inform  You 
that  he  is  obliged  to  leave  the  Reg^  & in  a little  time  I will 
inform  You  on  what  Terms.  I am  extremely  sorry  for  Col. 
Webb,  who  appears  exceedingly  affected,  as  well  as  for  the 
Family. 

We  have  no  further  Accounts  from  N.  York  respecting  a 
Peace,  but  all  People  in  that  believe  the  Period  is  nigh  at 
hand. 

Adieu,  my  D*"  Sir, 

& be  asured  that  I am, 
most  sincerely  Yours, 

Bdnj^  Tappmadge 

Deane; 

P.  S.  Dont  forget  the  Gay  head  Colouring,  & forward 
the  Same  to  Ditchf'^  by  the  first  Conveyance 
[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq;  Merch*  Hartford 
[Endorsed]  Maj^  B.  Tallmadge  March  10^^  1783 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  SIMEON  DEANE 

London  April  1®‘  1783 

My  Brother 

It  is  now  almost  a Twelve  month  since  I heard  from  you, 
and  I fear  my  Letters  to  you  have  not  been  more  fortunate, 
but  as  a free  Communication  is  now  open  I hope  to  hear  from 
you  soon,  & often  I arrived  here  but  a few  Days  since  to  settle 
an  old  Affair,  and  expect  to  remain  here,  five,  or  Six  Weeks 
and  then  return  to  Paris  to  make  a last  Effort  to  Settle  my 
public  Accompts.  I have  been  here  so  short  a Time,  & have 
so  few  Acquaintances  that  I can  write  Nothing  very  particu- 
lar, more  than  what  you  will  be  told  by  Numbers  of  Ameri- 
cans going  out  all  loaded  with  Goods ; Our  Countrymen  are 
collecting  here,  from  every  Quarter  of  their  late  dispersions. 
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(much  as  We  are  told,  the  Jews  will  one  Day  assemble  at 
Jerusalem,)  and  they  go  as  far  as  their  Money  or  Credit  will 
carry  them  in  purchases  of  Goods,  they  run  very  principally 
on  Ivinnen,  & Summer  Goods  several  Cargoes  will  be  sent 
from  Holland,  and  Flanders,  but  the  Goods  of  those  Countries 
are  not  to  Our  Taste,  & I think  the  most  of  them,  must  come 
to  a bad  Market,  you  will  do  well  to  be  on  Your  guard  how 
You  speculate  in  the  Cargoes  which  first  Arrive  as  they  will 
be  followed,  by  an  inundation  of  Merchandize  into  every  part 
of  the  Continent  but  particularly  to  Chesapeak  Bay,  & S° 
Carolina.  I wrote  You  about  Six  Weeks  since  from  Ghent 
and  as  Franklin  sent  on  the  Letter  under  his  Cover  I trust 
it  came  safe  to  hand,  in  that  I told  you  of  a Plan  which  I had 
formed  for  erecting  Mills  in  Virginia,  for  the  Sawing  of 
Timber,  and  manufacturing  of  Tobacco,  and  that  I had 
models,  and  Plans  of  them,  by  which  any  Carpenter  might 
build  them ; I shall  send  them  out  to  You  soon,  with  some 
Workmen  if  I can  engage  such  as  are  to  be  depended  on. 
I am  convinced  that  my  former  Ideas  of  the  Course  which 
Our  Commerce  would  take  on  a Peace  were  just,  every  Days 
experience  confirms  them,  and  America  by  the  close  of  this 
Year  will  probably  be  as  deeply  indebted  to  this  Country,  as  at 
any  former  Period,  and  I fear,  without  the  same  Ability  to 
pay.  The  common  Branches  of  Business  will  be  overdone, 
and  to  do  any  thing  to  advantage,  some  new  Lines,  must  be 
struck  out.  is  it  impossible  to  obtain  From  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, & N.  Carolina,  or  from  some  one  of  them  a Patent,  for 
the  exclusive  right  of  erecting  those  Mills  which  I mention? 
it  would  be  a very  Capital  Affair;  I shall  be  able  to  write  You 
more  at  large  on  this  Subject  in  a few  Days,  and  You  will 
have  frequent  Opportunities  for  Writing  to  Me,  if  to  London 
direct  to  M*”  Fred^  W“  Geyer  Merch^  if  to  France  under 
Cover  to  Doc^  Franklin  who  will  know  where  the  Letters  will 
find  Me.  my  having  been  here  but  a few  Days,  and  employed 
in  some  little  essentials  of  Lodgings  &c  hurry  Me  so  that  I 
cannot  add  by  this  conveyance  but  as  Vessels  will  now,  be 
going  every  Day  I shall  write  more  at  large  in  a few  Days,  & 
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possibly  by  Seybor  & my  Son  who  will  soon  Sail  for 
America,  and  probably  for  Virginia,  if  You  have  Tobacco  by 
You  do  not  be  in  haste  to  sell  it,  do  not  ship  it  on  any  Acc^ 
for  it  will  fall  rapidly  here,  & must  rise  with  You,  Your  own 
market  is  therefore  the  best  for  it,  and  must  be  for  at  least 
a Year  to  come,  it  i[s  the]  general  Opinion  here  that  it  will 
soon  be  [as]  low  as  3*^  or  4^  P exclusive  of  duties,  and  from 
every  Adventurers  running  on  that  Article  from  Europe,  I 
expect  it  will  be  nearly  at  that  Price  with  You,  for  You  have 
very  little  or  nothing  else,  to  make  remittances  with ; If  I 
return  to  Paris,  as  I expect  in  Six  Weeks  I shall  make  as 
short  a Stay  there,  as  possible  & simply  to  settle,  in  some 
Shape,  or  other,  my  old  Affairs ; politics  I have  done  with,  & 
as  to  Commerce,  I never  had  any  Opinion  of  the  French,  in 
that  Line,  and  I believe  that  My  Country  men,  who  have  made 
the  Experiment  are  of  my  Way  of  thinking;  my  principal 
Attention  therefore  will  be,  to  do  something  from  this  Country 
and  in  Our  Own,  for  nothing  Stable,  or  certain  can  be 
expected  any  where  else;  I will  not  Add  to  this,  unless  some- 
thing new  occurs  before  Hopkins  by  whom  I send  it  Sails. 
I am  just  now  informed  that  Hopkins  sails  Tomorrow 
morning,  I must  therefore  bid  You  Adieu,  wishing  you  may 
have  much  better  Success  in  Peace  than  We  have  had  in  War 
& am  Brother 

Yours  S Dkane; 

SiM^  Deane;  Esq*’ 

[Endorsed]  S D®  Letter  Ap^  1783 


BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 


Sir 


Litchpiepd  Ap^  10^^  1783 


I have  this  morning  rec'^  Dispatches  from  Head 
announcing  the  arrival  at  that  Place  of  Capt.  Stapleton  D.  A. 
Gen'  to  the  British  Army,  with  a Confirmation  of  a Gen' 
Peace,  Accounts  of  that  Great  Event  having  arrived  by  a 
Packet  at  New  York.  In  Consequence  of  this,  Gen'  Washing- 
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ton  has  ordered  all  Hostilities  immediately  to  Cease.  Give  me 
leave  to  Congratulate  You  on  the  arrival  of  this  long  wished 
for  Event. 

I have  never  yet  heard  whether  You  conclude  to  make 
the  remittance  I requested  to  Jn°  De  Neufville  & Son. 

This  will  serve  to  inform  You  that  a Cart  from  this 
Place  will  be  at  Dan^  Jones  at  Hartford  tomorrow,  drove  by 
one  Barber,  by  the  return  of  which  I should  be  glad  if  You 
would  send  the  red  Paint  I requested  You  to  Purchase  for  me, 
if  you  have  procured  it  My  Brother  will  Pay  your  bill  for 
the  same  whenever  Presented.  Please  to  take  Charge  of  the 
enclosed,  & oblige  Your  friend, 

& most  Obed^  Serv^ 

Benj^  Tallmadge 

M""  Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq;  Merch^  Hartford 
Hon^  by  Champion 

[Endorsed]  Maj*'  Ben  Tallmadge  April  3^  1783. 


JOAN  S.  PIETERS  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Sir 

Robert  Barclay  Communicated  to  me  the  letter  you 
wrote  him,  and  I was  glad  to  hear  your  Safe  arrivall  in 
London.  Ever  Since  you  quitted  that  town  I have  been 
Enquiring  for  a Ship  of  120  to  150  tuns  for  my  intended 
expedition  to  North  America,  butt  all  my  recherches  were  in 
vain,  those  I met  with  Could  not  answer  Some  wanting  to 
much  repair  and  others  being  Valued  one  half  above  their 
real  price,  I treated  to  freight  one  of  110  tun,  butt  they 
insisted  on  12,000  Guilders  Exchange  money  for  freight, 
which  I think  to  much  to  give  a prospect  of  Succes  which  for 
I am  resolved  to  give  up  that  expedition  for  the  present,  and 
to  wait  for  a more  favorable  opportunity  next  Spring  when  I 
will  See  to  Employ  for  it  one  of  my  own  Ships,  att  interim 
I intend  to  write  to  the  houses  you  was  so  kind  as  to  Give  me 
the  direction  or  address  of,  and  particularly  to  Mess^®  abram 
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Levingston  & Co®  in  Charlestown  South  Caroline,  to  See 
wheter  it  will  be  possible  to  open  a Correspondence  with  them, 
which  for  I will  propose  them  to  Send  on  a Certain  price  for 
theirs  and  my  account  a Cargo  of  8 or  1200  Barrels  rice,  or 
on  a limitted  price  and  freight  a little  Cargo  for  my  Sole 
account,  and  give  them  a respectable  house  in  London  paris 
and  amsterdam  to  draw  upon,  by  Sending  in  the  bills  of 
Lading,  which  proposition  I doubt  nott  butt  will  Suite  them, 
and  I would  very  much  Engage  them  to  Send  a Cargo  on 
mutuall  account  as  I am  Sure  it  will  fetch  a good  price  that 
would  Engage  them  to  Send  one  every  year  as  Soon  as  the 
new  Crop  is  in. 

I suppose  by  the  many  Ships  that  are  fitting  out  for 
north  america  there  will  be  occasion  either  in  Philadelphia  and 
Virginia  to  Ship  Goods  on  freight  for  Europe,  even  for 
ostend,  which  for  I will  also  order  from  the  friends  there. 
Some  pot  assches  and  tobacco  for  a try  all  giving  them  also  a 
Credit  in  London  to  draw  upon,  and  this  will  perhaps  give 
inducement  for  a more  extensive  Correspondence  for  the 
future,  which  I wish  may  prove  to  mutual  advantage. 

Besides  others  a large  Ship  is  fitting  out  att  ostend  for 
the  antwerp  Society  that  intends  to  Settle  a house  in  Phila- 
delphia, which  for  they  Engaged  Some  people  to  go  over  with 
that  Ship,  I do  nott  think  their  Vieuws  will  have  Succes,  how- 
ever two  more  Ships  will  Soon  follow  this  and  I am  partly 
informed  what  Sort  of  goods  will  make  out  their  Cargo, 
many  of  which  I Suppose  will  nott  do,  as  a large  quantity  of 
Hats  of  a mean  quality,  tripes  and  other  woollen  Stufs  of  this 
Country  a great  quantity  of  the,  most  of  it  of  an  inferior  of 
which  I think  they  must  nott  expect  a favorable  Sale,  as  you 
did  nott  mention  any  thinck  of  that  article  when  I had  the 
honour  to  See  you  here,  which  for  it  will  be  Very  flattering 
for  me  if  you  please  Sir  to  favour  me  with  your  answer  to 
this  giving  me  Some  more  particulars  of  the  articles  that 
must  make  out  a Connection  of  Trade  with  the  united  States 
of  America  and  this  Country,  and  as  you  may  See  my  inten- 
tion for  it  and  wheter  I am  nott  mistaken  in  my  Computation 
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I Join  here  in  a letter  to  Mess^®  abram  livingston  & Co® 
Charlstown,  which  if  you  find  it  in  order  please  to  have  for- 
warded it  by  first  opportunity,  and  two  more  of  the  Same 
Contents  I will  direct  to  them  by  an  other  way,  in  return  if 
I Can  be  of  any  Service  to  you  or  your  friends  here  you  need 
butt  Command  and  I wish  to  meet  with  frequent  opportunity s 
to  prove  you  that  I am  with  due  regard 

Sir  your  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

Joan  St^  Pieters 

Ghent  april  23'^  1783 

[Endorsed]  Ghent  April  1783  M*’  Pieters’  Letter 

LORD  SHEFFIELD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Lord  Sheffield  presents  his  Compliments  to  M’’  Deane  & 
begs  the  favour  of  his  Company  at  dinner  on  Sunday  next. 

As  it  is  difficult  to  meet  & talk  on  Business  in  the 
Morning  or  at  Dinner  Parties,  he  also  requests  the  favour  of 

Deane’s  Company  to  eat  oysters  tomorrow  Evening  & 
hopes  he  will  come  early  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
reading  over  with  Deane  the  observations  on  American 
Commerce  which  he  was  so  good  as  to  leave  with  him. 

Downing  S^  1®^  May.  Thursd : 

[Endorsed]  Lord  Sheffields  Letter  May  1®^  1783 

BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Greenfield  May  13^^  1783 

Sir 

I am  unwilling  to  accuse  You  of  Neglect  in  Corre- 
spondence, and  I am  equally  unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  from  You  frequently  as  heretofore.  I 
have  for  some  time  been  hoping  to  be  informed  whether  You 
intended  to  make  the  small  remittance  to  De  Neufville  & Son, 
which  I mentioned  to  you  in  a former  Letter,  on  my  Accob  as 
I shall  endeavour  to  pay  them  some  other  way  if  it  is  not 
perfectly  convenient  to  You. 
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We  are  informed  that  it  is  expected  the  British  will 
hardly  leave  New  York  this  Summer.  I must  Confess  the 
idea  is  not  a very  pleasing  one  to  me,  nor  do  I understand  the 
plan  of  having  our  Enemy  holding  one  of  our  most  important 
ports  after  a Peace  is  concluded.  I cannot  but  hope  in  the 
late  Interview  between  the  two  Commanders  in  Chief,  that 
this,  among  other  important  Points,  has  been  decided  on,  viz 
the  time  when  the  British  Troops  are  to  leave  our  Country. 

How  goes  on  business  now  at  Hartford?  Is  the  price  of 
Goods  considerably  lessened,  or  not?  My  Brother  went  into 
N.  York  yesterday  with  a view  of  replenishing  my  Store,  but 
from  the  best  Accounts  I can  obtain,  I believe  Goods  are 
cheaper  in  Boston  than  N.  York.  However  it  may  not  be 
amiss  thoroughly  to  ascertain  this  Point. 

The  great  Question  with  respect  to  the  readmission  of  the 
Loyalists  will  most  probably  be  bro’t  up  before  your  Assembly 
in  the  present  session.  It  is  undoubtedly  a matter  of  great 
national  Concern,  and  I only  wish  it  may  meet  with  a cool 
deliberate  Discussion  and  Determination.  With  all  my  Zeal  to 
oppose  and  punish  this  race  of  Delinquents,  I cannot  but 
believe  there  is  the  greater  part  of  them,  the  readmission  of 
whom  would  be  the  soundest  policy  the  United  States  could 
pursue.  Adieu  my  D^  Sir 

With  Compliments  to  all  friends,  I am. 

Yours  sincerely 

Benj^  Taeemadge 

M""  Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq;  Merch^  Hartford 

Hon'^  by  Hubbel 

[Endorsed]  Maj'’  B[enjamin]  Tallmadge  May  13  1783 

RICHARD  TICKELL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

M*"  Tickell  presents  his  Compliments  to  M*”  Deane,  & is 
extremely  sorry  that  very  particular  business  has  hitherto 
prevented  him  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  M^  Deane ; if 
M*"  ^J'ickell  should  not  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  M**  Deane, 
He  leaves  this  message  himself,  requesting  the  honour  of 
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M*”  Deane’s  Company  on  Sunday  next  at  four  o clock,  to 
dinner.  Barclay  who  is  just  arrived  in  Town,  & going  to 
his  Relatives  in  the  Country,  will  return  on  that  day,  & hopes 
to  meet  Deane  at  Tickell’s. 

N°  43.  Margaret  Street 

Friday  May  1783 

[Endorsed]  Richard  Tickells  Letter  May  1783 


LORD  SHEFFIELD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Dear  Sir 

You  can  tell  me  by  the  Return  of  the  Bearer  from  whence 
the  Southern  States  of  America  can  be  Supplied  with  Salted 
Beef,  Butter  Candles  & Soap.  Can  the  Northern  States  of 
America  supply  them  cheaper  than  Ireland  & Britain.  There 
is  a Bounty  in  England  of  D p^  p^  on  Candles  & 1^'^  p^  p^  on 
Soap  exported.  Can  Russia  or  any  part  of  Europe  supply 
cheaper  than  Ireland.  I sh"^  think  not. 

I am  D^  Sir 

Your  most  Obed^  Ser^ 

Sheffield 

Downing  S*^  29  May  83 

[Endorsed]  Lord  Sheffields  Letter  29^^  May  1783 

BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Hartford  June  9^^  1783 

Dear  Brother 

Yours  of  April  1®‘  & 5^^  from  London  Came  Duly  to 
hand  & are  the  Only  Letters  I have  Rec^  Since  Octo^  1781 
Although  I wrote  you  more  than  Twenty  After  that  Date,  & 
as  a Number  of  the  Vessells  Arriv’d  Safe  in  Holland  & 
France  I Suppose  they  must  have  Reached  you,  I Could  not 
Acc^  for  Your  Silence  on  Any  Principle  Except  that  of  the 
Congress’s  Stoping  Your  Letters  Therefore  You  Determin’d 
not  write  any  more  to  America,  You  Appear  Rather  uneasy 
that  M^  Hopkins  Should  do  my  Business  in  Europe  while  You 
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was  there,  I think  if  You  Reflect  but  a moment  on  the  Diffi- 
culty of  knowing  in  America  where  You  was  (as  we  had  Only 
Verbal  Acc^®  where  You  was,  Sometimes  it  was  Said  You  was 
in  London,  then  that  you  were  in  Brussells,  then  in  Geneva  & 
Another  in  Gent,)  You  would  not  be  Surpriz’d  at  Our  not 
Sending  Our  Orders  to  You,  Col.  Wadsworth  Repeatedly  told 
me  that  he  would  Send  Out  Bills  to  a Large  Am^  to  Sebor 
to  purchase  goods  for  him  if  he  knew  where  he  was.  I Should 
most  Certainly  have  Sent  my  Orders  to  You  was  there  a 
Prospect  of  their  Reaching  you  Safely;  Your  Long  Silence 
has  Surpriz’d  all  your  friends  this  way  Exceedingly  I have 
no  news  to  write.  Our  Army  is  Disbanding  without  being 
paid,  Gen^  Washington  has  Wrote  Circular  Letters  to  all  the 
States  takeing  his  Leave  of  them  and  Recommending  Certain 
measures  for  them  to  follow  Among  Others  is  Strict  Honesty 
in  the  Payment  of  the  Publick  Debt.  I am  Exceeding  Sorry 
to  hear  of  Your  Sons  Illness,  I hope  he  may  Soon  get  the 
Better  of  it. 

The  Last  Acc^®  from  Bro^  Simeon  was  that  he  had  been 
Extremely  111  for  a Long  time  with  a Severe  Fever  & was 
Recovering  Very  Slowly  from  it  & that  his  health  was  in  much 
Danger,  I wrote  him  by  all  means  to  Come  to  the  Northward 
for  his  health.  Our  Sister  & her  Little  ones  are  Very  Well, 
J.  W.  goes  on  as  Usual. 

I hope  you  will  be  Able  to  Finish  Your  Acc*^®  at  Paris  on 
Some  Terms  or  Other,  Any  way  in  my  Opinion  would  be 
Better  than  to  Let  them  Lay  as  they  Are.  You  will  be  Con- 
tinually Call’d  the  Defaulter  of  Large  Sums  by  the  People 
here,  untill  Your  Acc*^®  are  Closed. 

European  goods  are  falling  Every  Day  here,  I Shall  not 
Think  of  Importing  Any  more  at  Present. 

Pray  write  me  Often  & Believe  me  to  be 
Y^  Very  Affectionate  Bro^ 

B.  Deane 

[Superscribed]  The  Hon*’’  Sieas  Deane  Esq*"  To  the  Care  of 

M'’  Fred*"  W*"  Geyer  Merch*^  London 
[Endorsed]  Barn""  Deanes  Letter  June  9**’  1783 


EDWARD  LANGWORTHY. 


181 


EDWARD  LANGWORTHY  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

York-town,  June  14‘^  1783 

Dear  Sir 

Since  you  have  been  in  Europe,  I have  sent  you  Letters 
by  every  Opportunity  that  occurr’d.  I shall  be  happy,  if  they 
have  come  safe  to  hand.  I hope  this  will  reach  you,  for  I 
really  long  to  hear  from  you.  Peace  having  taken  place,  there 
will  be  little  difficulty  in  maintaining  a regular  Correspondence, 
& I need  nothing  persuasive  to  induce  you  to  believe  that  it 
would  give  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  do  any  thing  for  you  in  America. 

It  is  painful  for  me  to  mention,  & even  beyond  your 
imagination  to  conceive,  how  much  wicked  & malicious  Men 
have  endeavored  to  blacken  your  Character  with  your  Country- 
men. their  persecution  has  been  detestable,  & cruel ; but  as  I 
am  confident  of  your  Innocence,  & know  the  Ingratitude,  that 
has  been  the  reward  of  your  Labors,  it  has  had  no  Influence 
on  my  mind,  but  rather  encreased  my  esteem  & affection  for 
you.  I was  lately  at  Philadelphia,  & was  pleased,  in  a con- 
versation with  your  old  Friend  Pelatiah  to  find  that  he  still 
retained  his  Esteem  for  you  & spoke  kindly  of  you. 

Having  said  so  much  as  I conveniently  can  on  this  Sub- 
ject at  present,  I shall  proceed  to  say  something  respecting 
myself.  I have  been  in  Trade  almost  ever  since  you  saw  me 
last,  but  the  times  have  been  so  uncertain,  the  Prices  of  Goods 
so  fluctuating,  the  depreciation  both  on  Continental  & State 
Money  so  prejudicial,  & a certain  Loss  on  such  Goods  as  were 
on  hand  at  the  conclusion  of  Peace,  that  it  has  not  been  in  my 
power  to  do  any  thing  but  just  pick  out  a livelihood:  however 
I hope  now,  I shall  be  able  to  proceed  on  a more  certain  plan ; 
Trade  will  regulate  itself,  & we  shall  be  able  to  know  with  a 
greater  certainty  what  we  are  about.  A Friend  of  mine  has 
an  excellent  Brick-House  in  the  Market  Street  at  Baltimore. 
It  is  as  good  a Stand  as  any  in  America,  I shall  open  in  this 
House  in  a few  Months  from  hence.  Here  I shall  have  it  in 
my  power  to  procure  a good  deal  of  American  produce,  such 
as  Tobacco,  Rice,  Indigo,  Deer  Skins  &c.  If  you,  or  any  of 
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your  Friends  in  Europe  should  happen  to  be  engaged  in 
Trade,  I am  persuaded  I could  do  something  handsome  for 
them.  If  it  should  suit  you  or  them  to  consign  any  Goods  to 
me,  you  may  depend  on  my  Integrity  & Assiduity,  & wou’d 
send  you  in  return,  such  produce  as  you  wou’d  approve  of,  & 
direct  & upon  the  best  Terms.  Goods  are  very  plenty  on  the 
Continent  at  this  time,  great  Quantities  of  Broad  Cloths, 
Chintzes  & Callicoes.  these  are  sold  as  cheap  in  Philadelphia, 
as  in  Europe;  but  there  are  some  Articles,  which  are  not  so 
plenty  & consequently  wou’d  make  a better  Sale.  I will  write 
more  fully  on  this  point  to  you  in  my  next,  if  so  fortunate  as 
to  hear  from  you.  There  is  no  regular  conveyance  as  yet  for 
Letters,  this  [is]  sent  by  the  hands  of  a Friend,  who  was 
almost  afraid  [to]  take  it,  from  an  apprehension,  I might 
write  politics  which  I assured  him  was  not  my  design.  I must 
beg  you  would  write  me  by  the  earliest  Opportunity,  to  be  left 
at  Goddards  Printing  Office,  Baltimore. 

Wishing  you  health  & happiness, 

I am,  Dear  Sir,  with  real  Esteem, 

Your  Friend  & very  humble  servant 
Edward  Langworthy 

[Endorsed]  Edward  Langworthys  Letter  York  Town  June 
1783 

Edw**  Langworthys  Letter  June  1783 — 


JOHN  DUDLEY  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Poultry  Compter^  24  June  1783 

Sir, 

With  all  due  deference  and  respect  I beg  leave  to  Lay 
before  you  the  following  facts  and  pray  that  my  unhappy 
Situation  May  be  admited  to  plead  in  Excuse  for  this  appli- 
cation My  Case  is  as  follows:  in  may  1781  I had  the  Com- 
mand of  a Detachment  of  American  forces  on  the  Lines 
opposite  New  york,  had  my  retreat  Cut  of  by  the  Loyalists 
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under  the  Command  of  a Blawvelt,  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisnor  and  brought  into  New  york,  and  was  Very  ill- 
treated  from  thence  Sent  to  England,  and  the  wound  I had 
rec'*  together  with  the  hard  fair  I had  met  with  had  got  So 
bad  that  I was  Oliged  to  Suffer  the  amputation  of  my  Left 
Leg,  which  has  Very  Lately  healed  and  being  in  a Strange 
Country  without  money  or  friends  I have  Suffered  Every 
Species  of  Distress  and  trouble  and  am  now  in  the  poultry 
Compter  fo  debts  that  has  occur’d  for  my  temporary  Sup- 
poart  Since  I have  Been  in  London  I have  wrote  to  America, 
tho  God  only  knows  I fear  I Cannot  Exist  in  this  reched  State 
till  I Can  have  an  Answer  from  that  quarter,  for  I am  Drove 
to  the  Last  resorce  and  have  pledged  my  Cloaths  for  mony  to 
Suppoart  me  in  prison,  but  am  at  Last  without  a Shilling  in  my 
pocket  or  a friend  to  Come  and  See  me.  these  are  the  Diffi- 
cultys  that  I Daily  Labour  under.  I have  been  recommended 
to  you,  from  which  I have  taken  this  Liberty  and  Cannot  help 
But  Look  up  to  you  Sir  as  an  American  for  pitty  and  Com- 
misseration  under  my  waity  Misfortunes  and  if  Convenient  to 
Call  on  me  or  Send  to  me  the  further  particklars  Shall  be 
More  plainly  Expresed  and  what  Ever  your  Bounty  may 
Extend  to  Shall  be  faithfully  and  gratfully  returned,  when 
Ever  I Can  Effect  that  much  wished  for  object  of  returning 
to  my  own  Country  By 

Sir  your  Most  Devoted 

and  Most  Hble  Serv‘d  &c 
Jn®  Dudi^ky 

[Endorsed]  Jn°  Dudleys  Lett*'  June  1783 


JEREMIAH  WADSWORTH  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Philadelphia  July  25  1783 

Dear  Sir 

Your  favor  of  the  14  came  safe  to  hand  I am  sorry  I 
missed  Webb.  I wrote  him  directing  to  him  in  Jersey  when 
at  N York  give  my  love  to  him  the  Cordage  is  gone  On  and 
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is  good.  I sent  your  letter  to  Simeon  imediately.  we  Sail  on 
Sunday,  pray  Write  me  very  often.  I am 

Dear  Sir  Your 

Very  Hum  ser* 

Jere  Wadsworth 

B Deane 

[Superscribed]  To  Barnabas  Deane  Esq^  Merchant  Hartford 
[Endorsed]  Jere  Wadsworth  Esq""  July  25.  1783 


MARY  STAUNTON  FRENCH  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
Sir 

Permit  me  congratulating  you  on  your  arrival  to  England 
where  I hope  your  endevours  for  the  mutual  Good  of  this 
Kingdom  & the  united  States  of  Amer^  may  be  crownd  with 
success. 

after  this  sincear  wish  permit  me  to  mention  another 
which  tho  it  concerns  only  myself  will  I hope  never  the  less 
meet  with  from  your  humanity  & in  the  end  relieve  me  from 
a heavy  suspence  which  can  only  be  easd  by  y^  taking  the 
trouble  of  ordering  an  enquiry  at  PhiP  for  my  only  Brother 
M^  Willi™  French  of  that  City  Mercht. 

I have  not  heard  from  him  for  two  years  past  & tho  I 
wrote  to  him  And  others  of  that  City  befor  & Since  the  peace 
yet  no  an'’  was  given  to  all  my  enquirys  This  makes  me  feel 
most  sinsibly  the  Consequence  & must  conclud  some  thing  has 
hap*^  which  thro’  colusion  or  motives  I know  not,  is  kept  secret 
from  me. 

If  any  thing  can  be  said  to  stimulate  you  to  make  enquiry 
at  my  instance  I need  no  more  than  assure  you  that  he  has 
been  since  his  Setling  in  Phila’  a ferm  And  Steady  inhabitant. 
& that  I lost  an  younger  Brother  about  four  year  agoe  who 
lost  his  life  in  the  army  of  y'’  States,  they  were  both  natives 
of  Ireland  & have  been  in  Amer''  for  13  years  past  & whats 
more  to  my  Satisfaction  never  departed  from  its  Interests  but 
like  y'’  noble  self  adheard  to  the  Country  whos  bread  they  eat. 

the  nature  of  Americans  is  to  be  as  humaine  as  they  are 
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brave  & liberal  this  prompts  me  to  adress  to  Breast  a Sub- 
ject such  as  the  forgoing  an  only  Sister  Seeking  for  her  only 
Brother.  & if  any  thing  can  add  more  to  my  distress  in  this 
enquiry  it  must  be  the  suspence  my  mind  must  suffer  least  by 
other  State  affairs  y""  mind  should  be  so  wholey  taken  up  as  to 
leave  me  unthought  of. 

this  I hope  will  not  be  the  Case,  for  with  truth  I assure 
you  Sir  I have  the  greatest  dependance  on  y^  name  having 
meet  with  all  here  who  bare  it  to  possess  Humanity  & virtue 
which  w'^  add  luster  to  the  most  Exalted. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir,  y^  very  Obd^  & very 

Hum®  Sert 

Mary  Staunton  French 
Old-bury  near  Galaway  Ireland  27^^  July  1783 
[Superscribed]  Silas  Deane:  Esq""  London 
[Endorsed]  Miss  Mary  S.  French  LetB  27^^  July  1783 
answered  the  8^^  August 


GURDON  SALTONSTALL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

New  London  August  6*^  1783 

Dear  Sir 

Your  leter  to  Thomas  Mumford  Esq**  dated  London  April 
last,  gives  me  the  highest  satisfaction,  by  knowing  you  were 
then  in  good  health ; at  the  same  time  much  grief  that  your 
dear  Son  Jesse,  is  relapsed  into  his  old  disorder;  Doc^  Jepson 
who  formerly  helped  him,  died  some  months  since  in  an  Apo- 
plectic Fitt.  In  your  said  leter  you  intend  soon  going  to  Paris, 
and  that  you  have  a prospect  of  setling  your  Accompts  with 
the  United  States ; may  you  be  fortunate  in  doing  it,  is  the 
most  ardent  wish  of  my  Soul;  when  leisure  permits,  favor  me 
with  a line,  that  I may  know  where,  & how  you  do,  you  have 
no  friend  that  wishes  your  happiness  more  than  my  self,  my 
situation  since  the  destruction  of  New  London  by  fire,  is, 
together  with  daughter  Molly,  at  Son  Richards’s,  and  we 
enjoy  a good  State  of  health,  as  do  all  the  Familys  descended 
from  me. 


186 


de:an^  pape;rs. 


In  1777  J.  Miller  Esq^  then  Naval  Officer,  urged  me  to 
solicit  for  the  Naval  Office,  but  I refused  to  comply,  & presed 
him  in  the  most  earnest  terms,  to  take  the  Oath  of  Fidelity, 
& keep  the  Office,  but  he  absolutely  refused;  & without  any 
application  of  mine,  Gov^  Trumbull,  very  soon  after,  made 
me  the  offer  of  Naval  Office,  which  I readily  accepted,  though 
the  Revenue  be  small,  it  is  very  acceptable;  perhaps  when 
Trade  is  setled,  after  Peace  is  established,  the  Office  may  be 
much  better  than  at  present ; The  Peace  aforementioned  is  not 
here  established,  the  Definitive  Treaty  not  arrived  in  America, 
(that  I know  of)  what  occasions  the  delay,  if  signed,  is  a 
mystery,  & naturaly  raises  many  Ideas,  in  the  minds  of  Ameri- 
cans, which  are  so  various,  that  I shall  omit  mentioning  them. 

My  old  Petition  X.  I.  S.  W,  is  still  in  Esse,  which  with 
other  Petitions  in  Equity,  lying  before  the  General  Assembly 
were  some  years  since,  Transfered  to  the  Superior  Courts,  & 
by  the  deaths  of  I.  S.  W.,  my  Spouse,  & I.  W.  Administrator 
to  I.  S.  W.  the  matter  lay  dormant  to  Sep^  Sup^  Court  1782 
when  the  Heirs  opposed  my  pursuing  the  Petition,  but  the 
Court  ruled,  I had  right  to  bring  forward  said  Petition,  & am 
in  hopes,  Sep^  next,  to  have  the  Cause  finally  determin’d, 
(you  will  excuse  this  detail,  had  you  not  known  the  Case,  in 
the  Origin,  should  have  been  silent  in  the  matter,  though 
perhaps  it  may  amuse  you). 

My  son  Gilbert  Saltonstall  & David  Mumford  Jun^  who 
have  spent  a number  of  years,  in  the  Navy  & Army  of  the 
United  States,  are  yet  without  their  pay,  and  by  the  advice  of 
their  Friends,  determine  to  fix  a House  at  New  York,  under 
the  Firm  Saltonstall  & Mumford,  to  transact  business  on  Com- 
missions (where  they  will  be  in  a few  days,  ready  to  Negotiate 
any  business,  they  may  be  entrusted  with)  Thomas  Mumford 
Esq*"  hath  been  so  Benevolent,  as  to  give  them  Recommenda- 
tory Letters,  to  his  Correspondents,  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  & this  State;  they  have  personally  waited  on  all  those 
Gentlemen,  who  gave  them  pleasing  hopes,  of  entrusting  them 
with  business,  you  well  know  Saltonstalls  Carracter,  am  at 
a loss  whether  you  know  Mumfords,  he  being  a youth,  at  your 
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departure  from  America,  therefore  assure  you,  his  Carracter 
for  Honesty  Sobriety,  Industry  & Integrity  is  without  blemish ; 
the  dispositions  of  the  young  Men,  are  so  nearly  similar, 
I doubt  not  they  will  harmonise,  & thereby  be  more  likely  to 
give  satisfaction  to  their  Employers. 

Apprehending  your  connexions,  with  Merchants,  and 
Manufacturers,  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  will  be  very  ex- 
tensive, ask  the  favor,  that,  when  it  is  not  inconsistent  with 
other  engagements,  you  would  recommend  the  House,  Salton- 
stall  & Mumford,  at  the  City  of  New  York,  to  such  Gentlemen, 
as  you  may  think  will  have  occasion,  to  have  business  Nego- 
tiated in  New  York,  thereby  you  lay  them,  & my  self,  under 
great  Obligations. 

Since  you  left  America,  have  obtained  ample  sattisfaction, 
that  the  Saltonstall  Estate,  in  Pontefract  Yorkshire,  O.  Eng- 
land, (say  150  or  250  Acres)  which  my  Nephew  Roswell 
Saltonstall  Esq^  of  Branford  enjoys,  is  absolutely  Entailed, 
that  on  his  decease  without  Issue  Male,  descends  to  me,  & 
my  Heir  Male;  my  Nephew  remains  at  Branford,  & is  more 
Hermetical,  than  in  your  knowledge  of  him  formerly;  the 
County  Court  at  Newhaven,  hath  appointed  a Conservator 
over  him,  who  will  probably  be  continued  for  years,  & perhaps 
during  life,  there  is  no  probability  he  will  ever  marry. 

Joseph  Paice  Esq^  Merchant  London,  is  Agent  for  the 
Estate,  my  kinsman  has  been  endeavouring  to  sell  said  Estate, 
about  two  years  since,  M*"  Paice  advised  him  that  purchasers 
stood  ready,  but  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  before  he  could 
sell  the  Estate,  to  have  the  Entail  Docket,  for  that  purpose 
sent  him  a Blank,  Power  of  Attorny,  to  be  compleated  & 
forwarded.  Your  old  Neighbour,  M^  James  Lockwood  was 
said  to  be  bound  for  London  Jan^  1782  via  France,  to  accom- 
plish the  Sale  aforementioned,  however  he  is  yet  at  Newhaven, 
(having  sold  his  Estate  at  Weathersfield  to  M*  John  Wright) 
imagine,  under  my  kinsmans  situation,  he  could  not  get  the 
Power  Attorny  compleated,  with  the  State  Seal  affixed.  Upon 
discovering  what  was  in  negotiation  as  abovesaid,  in  May 
1782,  wrote  M^  Paice  largely  on  the  Subject  (sent  quadrupli- 
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cate,  the  4*^  dated  June  1782  by  John  Dockrel  late  of 
Newport  Merc^  a Yorkshire  Gent“  who  arrived  at  London) 
and  have  as  yet  no  answer;  wherein,  described  the  circum- 
stances of  my  Nephew,  how  little  advantage  it  would  probably 
be  to  him,  if  sold;  how  detrimental  it  would  be  to  my  numer- 
ous posterity,  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  Right  and  Equity, 
I used  every  argument  that  occured,  to  diswade  his  being 
instrumental  in  Docking  Entail. 

Paice  is  a Gentleman,  for  whom  have  the  greatest 
esteem;  his  Hon'^  Father  Nathaniel  Paice  Esq^  was  a long 
while  agent  for  the  Estate ; should  you  have  oppertunity  make 
your  self  known  to  Paice,  & on  his  knowing  your  connec- 
tion with  my  Family,  will  doubtless  enter  into  a free  conversa- 
tion on  the  Subject,  & give  [you  in]  the  carracter,  as  well  as 
quantity  of  the  Estate;  [Richajrd  Smith  Esq*"  of  Yorkshire 
(owner  of  late  Colwells  Fur[  ])  liveing  in  Town,  by 

permission  of  Gen^  Assembly  [tejll’s  me  he  is  well  acquainted 
at  Pontefract,  that  it  is  the  best  land  in  the  Kingdom,  where 
the  best  Liquorish  is  grown,  & that  it  requires,  a rich  Strata 
three  feet  deep,  & rents  for  30/.  SF.  P acre,  P Annum, 
should  you  in  any  Tour  be  near  Pontefract,  wish  you  could 
take  a view,  of  said  Estate. 

I am  with  utmost  esteem 

your  most  Afectionate 
Hum^  Serv^ 

G Sai,tonstai,i, 

Silas  Dlanl  Esq^ 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Dlanl  Esquire  Merchant  London  or 
Paris  via  N York 

[Endorsed]  Gurdon  Saltonstalls  Lett^  Aug®*^  6 1783 


GILBERT  SALTONSTALL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
Dear  Sir, 

Enclos’d  is  a Letter  from  my  Father,  and  one  from  your 
Brother  Simeon,  who  has  gone  to  Connecticut.  As  there  is 
no  Ship  bound  for  France  here,  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
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troubling  you  with  a Letter  for  M**  Williams  and  request  the 
Favour  of  you  to  forward  it. 

You  left  the  Continent  early  in  the  Warr,  and  before  I 
had  taken  an  active  part.  Give  me  leave  to  sketch  out  the 
Ghost  of  my  departed  Hours  from  that  Time  to  the  present. 
My  Country  will  be  amenable  I hope  for  the  Murther  of  my 
Time,  since  it  was  in  her  Service  the  Crime  was  committed; 
the  Emolument  if  any  accrued,  She  certainly  has,  for  I have 
Rec*^  nothing  during  Seven  Years  Service.  In  January  1777, 
I was  appointed  Cap^  Marines  in  the  American  Navy,  and 
was  Order’d  on  board  the  Trumbull  where  I remained  ’till 
’79.  As  there  was  no  prospect  of  her  getting  to  Sea,  went  as 
a Volunteer  in  the  Penobscot  Business,  on  my  return  took  my 
old  Station  again,  in  May  80  Saild  from  N L and  fell  in 
with  the  Watt,  after  an  Engagement  of  five  Glasses  in  which 
both  Ships  were  cut  to  pieces  we  parted,  and  under  Jury 
Masts,  with  the  loss  of  Forty  Men  Killd  and  Wounded, 
myself  among  the  latter.  Arriv’d  at  Boston;  where  refitted,  & 
were  Order’d  to  Philad"^  where  remaind  till  July  81.  left  the 
Capes  of  Delaware  on  July  9^^  in  four  Hours  were  taken, 
after  an  Action  of  three  Glasses,  by  the  Iris  formerly  the 
Hancock,  and  the  Monk  of  20  Guns,  were  carried  into  New 
York.  I was  Parold  from  the  Prison  Ship  to  New  London 
just  time  eno’  to  see  the  destruction  of  the  Town,  a Scene  too 
distressing  to  dwell  upon.  May  last  an  Order  from  the  Warr 
Office  liberated  all  Prisoners  from  Parole.  Thus  I have  given 
you  a short  detail  of  my  Exertions  in  my  Countries  Cause. 

Am  now  about  to  engage  in  the  Commercial  Line ; 
Brother  Thomas  Mumford  is  kind  enough  to  pledge  himself 
as  Security  for  his  Nephew  D.  Mumford  Jun^  and  myself, 
to  any  Gentleman  that  shall  entrust  us  with  Business;  and  has 
given  us  Letters  to  his  Correspondents  in  France,  Holland, 
and  America,  with  a Credit  greater  than  we  wish  in  this  City. 
In  consequence  of  which  have  establish’d  a House  here,  under 
the  Firm  of  Saltonstall  & Mumford.  If  you.  Sir  among  your 
Connections  could  assist  us  with  Business,  we  should  ever 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  Obligation : and  as  you  are  per- 
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sonally  acquainted  with  us,  we  think  Professions  on  our  part 
will  be  needless,  further  than  to  assure  you  of  our  intention, 
should  any  Gentleman  Honour  us  with  Orders,  of  meriting 
the  continuance  of  his  Correspondence.  This  will  come  under 
Cover  to  Frederick  William  Geyer  to  whom  have  Wrote 
requesting  his  Friendship  & Employ,  & have  taken  the  free- 
dom of  referring  him  to  You  for  particular  information 
respecting  us. 

Although  the  Tenor  of  this  concerns  our  House,  yet  as 
most  of  it  is  personal,  give  me  leave  to  Father  it  by  Subscrib- 
ing with  the  highest  Esteem  and  Respects 

Your  most  Obedient 
Hb^®  Servant 

Gie:  Saetonstaee 

New  York  Aug.  16,  83. 

Silas  Deane  Esq^ 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Deane  Esq^  London 
[Endorsed]  Gilbert  Saltonstalls  LetP  Aug®^  16^^  1783 


LORD  SHEFFIELD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
Dear  Sir 

I take  the  first  Opportunity  of  sending  by  the  Coach 
the  Pamphlet  of  your  letters,  as  you  desired,  but  I must  beg 
you  to  return  them  as  soon  as  you  can.  I wish  to  read  them 
attentively  which  I never  have  done.  I am  sorry  you  were 
obliged  to  leave  us  so  soon.  I had  many  Papers  to  shew  you. 

That  The  Connexion  between  your  Countrymen  & The 
French  & Spaniards  cou’d  not  last,  was  always  clear  to  me 
from  many  causes  besides  that  of  East  Louisiana.  I think 
Spain  has  reason  & is  in  the  right  to  maintain  both  sides  of 
The  Missisipi. 

As  to  improving  circumstances,  Britain  has  nothing  to  do, 
but  to  remain  quiet,  maintain  the  Spirit  of  her  Navigation  & 
Commercial  Laws  & all  must  go  right  with  her.  The  Good 
will  of  Nations  has  no  sure  or  steady  Support  but  interest. 

It  happens  as  I thought  it  wou’d.  The  French  Agents  are 
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buying  Tobacco  in  London  for  the  account  of  the  Farmers 
General. 

18,000  Loyalists  are  already  gone  to  Nova  Scotia  & 10,000 
more  are  ready  to  go.  Letters  from  John  give  a very 
encouraging  Acc^  of  the  Country,  but  the  writers  have  only 
seen  a Summer.  Deputies  from  50,000  People  have  prayed  S‘^ 
G.  Carleton  to  transport  them  to  Nova  Scotia.  The  Nantucket 
Men  also  offer  to  go. 

When  any  thing  occurs  I shall  have  much  pleasure  in 
hearing  from  you.  Lady  Sheffield  presents  her  best  Comp*^®. 
The  House  has  been  brim  full  of  Company  since  you  left  us 

I am  Dear  S*^ 

Your  most  Obed*  Ser^ 

She:ffield 

Sheffield  Place  22  Sep.  83 
[Superscribed]  Silas  Dlanl  Esq.  N®  135  Fleet  Street 
[Endorsed]  Lord  Sheffield  Lett^  22*^  Sep^  83 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  SIMEON  DEANE 

London  20^^  Oct®  1783 

Dear  Brother. 

It  is  hard  to  begin  every  Letter,  by  saying,  I am  still 
without  any  of  Yours,  But  if  the  complaints  already  made  by 
Me,  will  not  affect  You,  it  will  serve  no  purpose  to  repeat 
them.  I hear  that  Co'  Wadsworth  has  been  sometime  in 
France,  but  no  one  here  has  received  any  Letters  from  him, 
or  by  him,  I therefore  conclude,  that  he  has  none  for  Me. 
I hope  that  before  the  Receipt  of  this  You  will  have  seen 
D'’  Bancroft  and  have  taken  some  Measures  for  the  recovery 
of  the  Money  due  Me  from  Mess*"®  Wharton,  & Trent,  as  well 
as  of  the  sum  advanced  by  Me,  on  the  Mast  Affair,  had  I 
those  sums  I could  enter  on  a plan,  in  which  I have  no  doubt 
but  that  I could  succeed,  so  as  to  soon  place  Me  at  ease  in  my 
Circumstances,  which  at  present  I am  very  far  from.  I send 
You  herewith  my  first  Address  to  my  Countrymen,  which  I 
wish  to  have  revised,  & corrected,  by  Doc^  Bancroft,  and 
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published,  as  early  as  possible,  my  Second,  which  will  finish 
all  that  I shall  ever  say,  on  the  subject  of  my  intercepted 
Letters,  and  of  my  having  made  a Fortune  in  the  service  of 
Congress,  and  of  my  having  acted  an  unfreindly  part  as  to 
Our  Commercial  Interests,  since  my  being  in  this  Country  is 
ready  and  waits  only  for  being  copied  to  be  sent  on  to  You 
it  will  be  on  its  way  in  a few  Days,  it  is  not  for  Me  at  this 
Distance  and  in  an  almost  Total  Ignorance  of  Your  Circum- 
stances, to  advise  You,  but  I am  of  Opinion  that  the  Distillery 
cannot  be  a lasting  Business,  and  that  a large  Capital,  had 
better  be  employed,  in  some  other  Branch,  the  Number  of 
Distilleries  have  for  Fifty  Years  past  been  increasing  on  the 
Continent,  whilst  the  resources  for  Molasses,  have  been 
diminishing  in  Number  though  the  Quantity  may  have  been 
much  the  same.  The  English,  & Danes  have  long  since 
distilled  all  the  Molasses  of  their  own  making.  The  Dutch 
are  now  beginning  to  do  the  same,  they  have  for  sometime 
since,  distilled  nearly  the  whole  raised  in  Essequibo,  & 
Demerary,  and  have  begun  to  erect  Distilleries,  in  Surinam, 
The  French  will  most  probably  follow  the  example,  whence 
then  are  Our  Distilleries  to  be  supplied,  when  this  comes  to  be 
the  case?  Besides  We  have  not  the  same  foreign  demand,  for 
New  England  Rum  as  formerly,  Canada,  Novascotia,  & New- 
foundland with  the  African  Trade,  took  off  full  the  one  half 
of  all  that  was  made,  but  in  future  We  shall  not  be  able  To 
send  any  thing  to  Novascotia,  or  to  Canada,  and  nothing  more 
to  Newfoundland  than  for  the  Consumption  of  Our  Own 
Fishermen;  and  without  Forts,  or  Factories,  or  possessions  of 
any  kind  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  without  a Maritime 
Force,  to  protect  Our  Commerce  against  the  Barbary  Corsairs, 
or  other  Pirates,  I do  not  see  what  Trade  We  can  have  either 
on  the  Coast  of  Africa  or  even  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
consequently  Our  Distilleries,  must  depend  on  Our  home  Con- 
sumption, and  how  adequate  that  will  be  To  The  Quantities 
made  even  supposing  there  to  be  no  want  of  Molasses  You  are 
a better  Judge  than  I can  pretend  to  be.  and  though  I may 
judge  very  erroniously  on  this  subject,  my  Intention  is  good. 
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Parliament  will  meet  early  next  Month,  for  the  dispatch  of 
Business,  and  The  American  Trade  will  probably  be  taken 
into  consideration  early  in  the  sessions,  it  is  my  Opinion  that 
the  system  for  excluding  Us  from  the  British  West  Indies 
will  be  adhered  To.  Our  severities  to  the  Loyalists,  even  To 
a Violation  of  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  in  their  favor;  The 
insults  offered  the  British  Flag  in  Our  ports,  or  said  to  have 
been  offered,  and  the  frequent  abuse  to  be  met  with  in  Our 
public  papers,  of  this  Government,  & of  the  People  of  this 
Country,  have  prejudiced  even  Our  warmest  Freinds  against 
Us,  and  sowered  the  public  disposition  towards  Us.  This  may 
have  been  good,  & wise  policy  on  Our  part,  I cannot  under- 
stand it,  & therefore  will  say  nothing  for,  or  against  it.  But 
it  is  generally  thought  here,  that  the  People  of  this  Country 
can  do  quite  as  well  without  Us,  as  We  can  do  without  them, 
and  therefore  that  they  ought  not  To  make  any  more  ad- 
vances, towards  the  revival  of  Our  antient  intercourse,  & 
Freindship.  The  Demand  for  the  Manufactures  of  this 
Country,  though  as  great,  even  during  the  War,  as  at  any 
former  Period,  has  greatly  increased  since  the  Peace,  and  the 
Wealth  of  Individuals,  even  of  Manufacturers  is  immense, 
beyond  all  Companion  with  that  of  any  other  Country,  so  that 
although  their  public  Debt  is  enormous,  their  Ability  to  pay 
is  in  proportion  great,  yet  I do  not  believe  the  public  Debt 
ever  will  be  paid  The  Temptation  to  follow  Our  Example, 
has  perhaps  become  Too  great  to  be  long  resisted.  The  Sum 
raised  Annually  to  pay  the  Interest,  is  sufficient  to  support  a 
Naval  War  against  all  Europe,  and  whenever  this  Nation 
comes  to  be  pushed  to  that  extremity  either  to  submit  to  her 
old  Rivals,  or  To  stop  the  payment  of  the  Interest  of  her  Debt 
and  apply  the  Money  to  her  Marine  it  can  hardly  be  supposed 
that  she  will  hesitate,  which  to  prefer. 

Seybor  has  engaged  in  a plan  of  Business  with  M*"  Geyer, 
and  is  now  assisting  him,  & proposes  to  go  out  in  season,  for 
the  next  Spring  sales  in  America,  & will  probably  open  in  a 
large  Way  in  Hartford.  I hope  that  my  Son  will  be  with 
You  long  before  this  arrives,  and  again  recommend  him  to 
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Your  Freindly,  & even  paternal  Care,  my  Love  to  sister  Buck 
& Family,  & my  most  respectful  Compliments  to  Co^  G 
Wyllys.  I am  most  Affectionately 

Yours  S Deank 

PS  I have  had  Time  to  Copy  the  closing  part  of  the 
Address  which  is  dated  30^^  Sep^,  and  You  must  Act  as  You 
shall  judge  most  prudent  either  To  publish  them  both  at  once 
or  separately,  but  if  it  so  happen,  that  Doct^  Bancroft  is  at 
a distance  from  You,  You  must  of  course  publish  them  with- 
out Delay  as  I am  told  that  something  of  this  kind  is  expected 
in  America,  and  I shall  publish  here. 

I have  rec'^  Yours  by  Co^  Wadsworth  & shall  write  again 
in  a few  Days. 


RICHARD  SILL  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE  & CO. 

Aebany  April  14^^^  1784 

Gentlemen 

I have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  3*^  Insb  The 
Supreme  Court  sits  on  the  20^*^  of  this  Month.  Upon  your 
suggestion  that  the  Money  must  be  immediately  collected  I 
have  issued  a Writ  against  M^  Livingston,  but  the  time  is  so 
short  before  Court  that  I fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  have  the 
Writ  served  in  season  to  commence  the  Action  of  this  term. 
But  you  may  rest  assured  no  time  shall  be  lost  to  collect  the 
Money  as  soon  as  the  Laws  of  the  State  will  permit.  I have 
been  under  the  Necessity  of  Waiving  the  Notice,  which  is 
usually  given  in  this  Country  previous  to  the  arrest  that  no 
time  might  be  lost  in  serving  you. 

I shall  rely  upon  your  sending  the  original  Note  as  soon 
as  can  be  done  with  safety. 

I am  Gentlemen 
with  respect 

your  most  Ob*^  Serv‘d 
Richard  Sire 

Barnabas  Deane  Esq**  & C® 
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[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq**  & C°  Merchants  Hart- 
ford 

[Endorsed]  Rich‘S  Sill  Esq*’  April  14^^  1784 


SIEAS  DEANE  TO  SIMEON  DEANE 

London  3*^  April  1784. 

My  Dear  Brother 

I have  before  Me  Your  Three  Letters  of  the  7^^  of  Octo- 
ber last,  & of  the  1®^  & 15^^*  of  Decern*’  & hope  that  Our  future 
Correspondance  will  not  be  interrupted  by  a set  of  Rascals 
who  for  more  than  Two  Years  past  have  laid  their  hands  on 
almost  all  the  Letters  going  from,  or  coming  to  Me,  as  lawful 
plunder;  I say  I hope,  for  I am  as  far  from  being  certain  of 
this,  as  I am  that  my  Countrymen  will  enjoy  that  peace,  and 
prosperity,  which  they  have  been  promised  under  Inde- 
pendance;  in  short  I find  my  Name  again  taken  up,  and  from 
being  a poor,  distressed,  & even  despised  exile  I have 
influenced  the  Councils  of  this  Nation,  and  directed  the  late 
Ministers  in  their  Measures  respecting  Our  Commerce,  every 
American  in  Europe  professes  to  beleive  this  so  fully,  that  I 
expect  it  will  for  a Time  at  least  be  received,  & Credited 
without  a question  or  the  shadow  of  a doubt  in  America,  & 
hence  my  Correspondance  may  again  be  pryed  into,  & inter- 
cepted. But  from  what  I have  personally  suffered,  and  more 
especially  from  the  pain  which  I have  given  my  Freinds  in 
this  Way  I shall  be  cautious  in  future,  it  would  be  to  no 
purpose  to  authorise  You,  or  any  other  Freind  of  mine.  To 
contradict  those  reports,  for  though  I sent  You  proofs  of  the 
falsity  of  those  reports,  strong  as  those  from  holy  writ,  or 
mathematical  demonstration,  it  would  avail  nothing  in  the 
present  Temper  of  The  Times  it  would  only  tend  to  do  You 
a disservice  by  committing  You  on  the  Side  of  a most  unpopu- 
lar Cause.  The  general  beleif  among  my  Countrymen  here, 
is,  that  but  for  the  advice,  & information,  which  I gave,  on  my 
first  arrival  in  this  Country,  We  should  have  been  admitted 
by  Treaty,  & by  Acts  of  Parliament  To  a free  Commerce 
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with  the  British  West  Indies,  and  with  every  other  part  of 
the  British  Dominions  on  the  same  Terms,  as  before  Our 
seperation  from,  & Independance  on  this  Nation. 

The  French  Ministers,  who  bare  Me  mortal  hatred,  are 
careful  to  assert  this,  to  every  American,  in  France,  and  the 
Bill  brought  in,  by  M^  Pitt,  during  his  former  Administration, 
but  which  failed,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  serves  to  confirm 
this  opinion,  it  is  therefore  in  vain  for  Me,  To  attempt  to 
contradict  it,  at  present.  To  any,  but  to  a few  intimate 
Freinds,  & to  Them  whom  it  is  neither  my  Interest,  or  wish 
to  deceive,  or  mislead,  I can  with  great  sincerity  affirm,  that 
I am  not,  nor  ever  was  any  way  connected,  with  the  late,  or 
with  any  other  Ministers  of  this  Country,  the  only  interview 
which  I ever  had,  with  The  late  Ministers,  was  long  after  that 
Measure  was  taken,  & the  only  reason  for  my  asking  for  an 
interview,  was  to  persuade  them  to  adopt  a different  plan,  & 
to  lay  Our  Commerce  open,  with  the  West  Indies  at  least  for 
every  thing,  except  the  carrying  of  Sugar,  from  thence  To 
Europe,  This  I am  confident,  would  have  been  adopted,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  sudden,  & unexpected  change  of  the 
Ministry.  But  M*’  Pitt  is  now  premier,  & as  I may  say  rides 
on  the  Wings  of  popularity,  for  the  present,  & a new  parlia- 
ment, will  meet  in  May,  in  which  he  will  have  a Majority,  and 
at  present.  The  Ministers  have  power  to  open  the  Commerce, 
if  they  judge  proper,  it  is  given  out  that  they  will  do  it,  a 
short  Time  will  shew,  what  their  Measures  will  be,  I do  not 
depend  on  them.  I have  seen  enough  of  Politics,  before  I 
came  To  this  Country,  and  of  The  Temporizing,  Time  serving 
disposition,  of  Men  in  power,  or  wishing  to  be  in,  to  place  no 
dependance,  on  any  thing,  & what  I have  seen  here,  has  helped 
to  confirm  My  Opinion  of  the  uncertainty,  of  ev’ry  thing  of 
the  kind.  But  I do  not  blame  my  Countrymen  for  their  sus- 
picions of  Me,  on  this  subject,  they  know  that  I am  a Man 
greatly  injured,  that  I have  in  effect  been  ungratefully  pro- 
scribed, and  driven  from  my  Country,  and  they  know  that  I 
am  not  devoid  of  Passion,  & resentment,  and  the  Conclusion 
which  they  draw,  from  thence  is  natural,  and  though  in  the 
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present  instance  unjust,  it  would  be  To  no  purpose,  to  attempt 
To  convince  them  of  it  at  present. 

I presume  that  this  Letter,  will  find  You  in  Virginia  and 
if  you  have  not  already  done  it,  I pray  You  to  give  Me  what 
Your  situation,  & prospects  are.  I cannot  long  remain  in 
my  present  Situation,  but  must  attempt  something,  in  this 
Country,  or  in  America,  I prefer  The  latter,  if  I can  do  it 
with  safety,  & a prospect  of  advantage,  shall  I join  You  this 
Fall,  in  Virginia,  with  a Snug  Assortment  of  Goods?  if  you 
advise  it,  & will  give  Orders,  and  the  Invoice,  I will  try  to  do 
so.  since  my  last  Letters  to  You,  I have  made  a Tour  through 
all  the  manufaturing  Towns,  of  this  Kingdom,  & have 
examined  their  late,  & new  inventions,  & Machines  of  various 
kind,  of  most  of  them,  I have  draughts,  some  of  them  would 
not  fail  of  being  immensely  profitable  in  America,  especially 
in  Virginia.  The  Mills  I formerly  mentioned  to  You  I have 
done  nothing  about,  but  they  are  by  no  means  such  as  You 
were  told  of  on  Long  Island  which  were  built  for  £100.  one 
of  those  I proposed  could  not  be  built  for  £500  in  the  best 
of  Times  or  at  most,  for  not  much  less,  but  I have  since  seen 
Mills,  on  a New,  and  different  Construction  and  every  way 
preferable,  they  are  both  Corn  Mills,  & Iron  Works,  rolling 
& Slitting  Mills  worked  by  a Steam  Engine  which  carries 
them  with  an  amazing  degree  of  Force,  and  without  any 
greater  interruption  or  cessation  than  what  You  choose.  The 
expence  of  one  of  these  Engines  that  is  the  First  Cost  is 
according  to  the  size  of  the  Engine,  from  300  £,  To  2000  £ 
St®,  or  even  more  for  very  large  ones,  but  I have  not  been 
able  To  ascertain  of  what  size  one  of  them  ought  to  be  to 
carry  a certain  Number  of  Saws,  for  there  are  no  saw  Mills 
in  this  Country,  sawing  is  all  done  by  hand;  I have  also 
models  of  Mills  for  manufacturing  of  Tobacco  into  Snuff,  for 
cutting  it  for  smoaking,  for  making  it  into  Carrotts  as  the 
French  call  it  &c,  &c,  if  Peace  & good  Order  are  established 
in  Virginia,  & You  resolve  on  finally  settling  in  Virginia  at 
Portsmouth  I would  wish  to  join  You,  & to  try  to  do  some- 
thing, in  some  such  way.  as  there  are  vast  Quantities  of  good 
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Timber  near  Portsmouth,  I think  saw  Mills  on  the  plan  which 
I formerly  proposed  by  Wind,  or  by  a Steam  Engine  must  be 
very  profitable,  as  the  first  Cost  of  the  Timber  will  be  but 
trifling,  and  a ready  Market  for  the  Boards  &c  and  the  same 
respecting  the  Manufacture  of  Tobacco,  besides  The  emolu- 
ment To  Us  individually,  nothing  would  be  of  more  or  greater 
service  to  the  Country,  than  the  introduction  of  some  such 
Machines.  M*"  Barclay  the  Consul  has  been  with  Me,  examin- 
ing my  Acc*®,  for  some  time,  but  his  Instructions  are  so  drawn 
up,  that  every  thing,  any  way  doubtful,  must  be  referred  to 
Congress,  hence  I despair  of  ever  living,  to  see  a close  of 
them,  indeed  a close  was  all  I could  hope  for,  since  they  have 
not  at  present,  nor  are  like  to  have,  any  thing,  for  a long  Time 
to  come,  to  pay  with.  I must  therefore  Turn,  to  something 
for  a subsistence,  and  I would  seek  it  in  America,  in 
preference,  if  it  can  be  done  in  peace,  & quietness,  with  the 
Politics  of  my  Country,  I can  have  no  Temptation  to  meddle 
anew.  But  if  anarchy,  and  Confusion,  prevail,  & every  one, 
any  way  obnoxious,  is  to  lye  at  the  Mercy  of  the  Mob,  any 
other  Country,  will  be  preferable  To  Me,  & I think  to  You 
also.  But  of  this,  I pray  You,  to  write  Me  at  large,  by  the 
first  Ship,  and  inclose  Your  Letter,  to  M^  Fred.  W“  Geyer, 
Merch^  London.  As  this  Government,  will  probably  give 
great  encouragement.  To  The  Trade  of  Canada,  & of  Nova- 
scotia,  to  their  West  Indies  especially,  and  to  the  Distilleries, 
and  Flour  Business,  & other  Branches  in  Canada,  particularly, 
could  I command  any  Capital,  or  enter  in  any  reputable  con- 
cern, I would  sooner  try  my  Fortune  there,  than  in  New 
England  under  The  present  situation  of  Our  Government,  by 
this  You  will  see,  how  extraemely  undetermined  I am,  and 
how  much  I need  Your  information,  & advice,  on  which  I 
greatly  rely.  The  public  papers  will  give  You  the  political 
State  of  this  Country,  which  for  Four  Months  past,  has  been 
as  distracted,  as  Ours  can  be,  and  We  are  now,  in  the  height 
of  Electioneering,  and  of  course  in  riot,  & party  confusions, 
enough  almost  to  make  one  say,  that  Liberty,  may  be  bought 
Too  dear,  and  that  “whate’er  is  best  administered,  is  best.” 
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as  You  are  at  such  a distance,  from  Connecticut,  it  is  needless 
to  say  any  thing,  on  my  Affairs  there,  farther,  than  that  I 
have  wrote  to  M*’  I.  W.  and  proposed  a general,  and  summary 
close,  of  Our  Affairs,  I know  him  to  be  in  unhappy  Circum- 
stances, as  well  as  myself,  but  it  is  ungenerous  in  him,  to 
blame  Me  on  that  Account,  he  owes  it  all  to  himself,  & to  the 
extravagance  of  his  Connections.  I have  directed  this  Letter, 
under  cover  to  Co^  Oswald  at  Philad^  and  hope  that  it  may 
come  safe  To  hand,  with  my  best  Wishes  I am  my  Dear 
Brother 

Affectionately  Yours  S Deane; 

SiM^  Deane 

[Endorsed]  Silas  Deane  Esq*’  3*^  Ap*’  1784 


PEYTON  SKIPWITH  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Harteord  6^^  May  1784 

Dear  Sir 

I am  in  some  expection  of  leaving  this,  some  time  to  day 
or  early  tomorrow  morning,  and  as  I wish  to  hold  myself  in 
readiness  for  the  Stage,  I shall  esteem  it  a particular  favour 
if  you’d  accomodate  me  with  One  hundred  dollars  a sum  that 
will  amply  answer  all  my  present  occations,  and  for  the  am^ 
please  to  fill  up  a set  of  Bills  drawn  on  the  Hon'^^®  William 
Short  Esq*"  at  Richmond  in  Virginia  and  be  so  obliging  as  to 
let  one  of  the  young  Gentlemen  from  the  Store  walk  up  with 
the  bills  and  I will  sign  them  and  furnish  a letter  of  advice 
that  I wish  to  accompany  the  bills,  the  trouble  of  sending 
up  the  bills  I should  not  have  given  but  that  I find  it  painfull 
to  walk  on  my  lame  leg  & foot.  I am  dear  sir 

Your  obed^  serv^ 

Peyton  Skipwith 

Barnabas  Dean  esquire 
[Superscribed]  M®  Dean 
[Endorsed]  Sir  Peyton  Skipwith  May  6.  1784 
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OLIVER  PHELPS  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Granvieee  28  July  1784 

Sir 

Pursuant  to  your  request  have  procured  You  ten  shipping 
Cattle  which  you  will  receive  by  Bearer  Abel  Rose  they  are 
not  quite  so  good  & Cheap  as  I cou*^  wish,  but  are  the  best 
and  cheapest  that  I cou*^  get  at  present,  as  there  have  been  a 
number  of  people  of  late  purchasing  in  this  Quarter  which 
has  raised  the  price,  but  believe  they  will  soon  be  cheaper. 
Inclosed  you  have  the  Bill.  If  convenient  you  will  send  half 
the  money  (the  Bearer  can  bring  it),  otherwise  you  may  let 
it  be  to  some  more  convenient  time.  The  expense  for  Drift 
will  Settle  when  I see  you. 

In  haste  Sir  your  very  Hum  Serv^ 

OLIVER  Pheeps 

Deane 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq  Merch^  Hartford 
[Endorsed]  Oliver  Phelps  Esq^  July  28.  1784 


JACOB  SEBOR  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

New  London  Nov""  10^^  1784 

Dear  Sir 

I received  your  several  esteem’d  Favors  of  the  4*^  of  July 
& 19th  of  August  a few  days  since  enclosing  my  Silver  Fork, 
sundry  Letters,  & your  address  &c,  which  I have  forwarded 
on.  I should  have  written  to  you  more  frequently,  but  the 
greater  part  of  our  business,  having  devolved  on  me,  has  so 
much  engaged  my  attention,  as  not  to  leave  me  time,  to  collect 
any  thing  worth  your  information. 

I am  exceeding  happy  to  find  you  have  so  well  recovered 
your  health  & Spirits,  & was  in  hopes  you  would  have  been 
able,  to  settle  your  affairs  so  as  to  have  return’d  to  America 
this  Fall.  The  Lett^  you  mention  to  have  sent  me  by  the  way 
of  Bristol  I rec'^  & sent  the  enclosed  to  your  Brother  in  Virg*^ 
by  the  Post,  I have  written  to  him  several  times,  but  have 
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never  rec*^  a Line  from  him.  I cannot  learn  what  Business 
he  is  engaged  in,  more  than  settling  his  old  affairs. 

Bro^  Barn^  employs  the  whole  of  his  time  in  his 
Distillery  & Navigation  & is  doing  well,  he  is  also  concerned 
in  a dry  good  retail  Store  in  Hartford  in  C°  with  Peter  Colt 
Esq*’,  your  Sister  Buck  & Family  are  well. 

M*’  Webb  goes  on  as  usual  with  his  Tanning  and  collect- 
ing old  Debts.  Your  House  stands  empty. 

I have  been  in  this  Town  about  six  Weeks,  where  I bro^ 
with  me,  the  greater  part  of  the  Goods  sent  out  by  Mess*"® 
Geyer  &c  this  Fall.  Our  Sales  have  been  as  great,  as  we 
expected,  & much  better  than  to  have  opened  them  in  N York, 
besides  saving  the  Import, 

We  have  rec^  part  Cash  in  payment  & credited  the 
remainder  for  three  Months  & I trust  in  good  punctual  hands. 

It  is  not  possible  to  dispose  of  any  quantity  of  Goods  to 
advantage  for  ready  pay,  as  Cash  is  very  scarce,  & few 
Traders  in  America,  have  Capitals  sufficient  to  furnish  a 
retail  Store,  dry  Goods  are  selling  at  Auction  in  N York  & 
Boston  every  Day  for  much  less  than  the  Sterling  Cost,  the 
means  for  remittances  to  Europe  are  becoming  more  difficult 
than  ever  from  the  Northern  States.  Potash  & Flaxseed,  are 
at  present  so  high,  that  they  can  not  be  exported,  without  a 
loss  to  the  Shipper.  We  have  been  limited  so  low  as  to  the 
price  of  those  articles  as  never  to  be  able  to  make  any 
purchases.  We  have  written  to  M*’  Geyer  &c  by  every  oppor- 
tunity. I have  no  doubt  he  has  been  disappointed  in  his  expec- 
tations of  our  Sales  & remittances.  We  have  done  the  best  in 
our  power  for  the  Interest  of  the  concern’d,  and  considering 
the  great  quantities  of  Merchandize  at  Market,  the  many 
unsaleable  articles  sent  us,  & many  Goods  high  Charg’d, 
together  with  the  Fre^®  & Duties  we  have  had  to  pay  from 
our  first  sales  may  venture  to  assert  few  Houses  have  done 
better  than  ours,  the  gross  amo^  of  our  Sales  for  the  first  six 
Months  will  not  be  far  from  25000  Y**  Curr^  & we  have 
remitted  considerable  Cash  & Bills.  The  late  Failures  in 
EngP  will  prevent  large  importations  in  the  Spring,  & Goods 
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will  fall  in  Europe.  I am  fearful  M’’  Geyer  will  not  obtain 
remittances  in  season,  from  many  of  those  he  has  supplied, 
he  will  loose  about  3000  £ St°  by  Allen  who  fail’d  in  conse- 
quence of  his  loss  by  Fire.  Jesse  lives  here  & is  in  our 
Counting  House,  he  has  perfectly  recover’d  his  Health,  & 
spares  no  pains  to  improve  himself  in  Business,  & is  in  good 
Spirits.  CoF  Wadsworth  arrived  about  7 Weeks  since  & is 
now  in  Hartford,  I believe  he  has  giving  up  all  tho*®  of 
removing  to  N York.  I found  him  exceedingly  prejudiced 
against  the  English  & much  in  favor  of  the  French,  the  causes 
you  give  very  readily  account  for  it.  he  has  always  been  very 
friendly  to  me,  & still  continues  to  give  our  House  all  his 
Business,  both  here  & at  N York,  but  am  not  a little  surprised 
at  his  conduct  toward  you,  considering  the  profession  of 
Friendship  & esteem  he  always  express’d  toward  you 

I mentioned  to  him  when  in  Europe,  that  your  Expences 
had  nearly  exhausted  all  the  Funds  you  had  there,  when  he 
inform’d  me  that  he  had  rec'^  Letters  from  your  Bro^  Barn^ 
requesting  him  to  pay  you  100  £ SterF  & I concluded  he  had 
done  it  as  he  made  no  objections  to  advancing  the  Money  at 
that  time,  so  trifling  a sum  could  have  been  of  little  conse- 
quence to  him  to  advance.  Men  & manners  are  always 
changing  with  the  times  & circumstances.  Your  experience 
must  fully  convince  you  how  little  Friendship  or  gratitude  can 
be  depended  on,  where  Interest  is  in  the  Case. 

I have  agreed  with  Tim°  Green  Esq^  to  republish  your 
address,  to  do  the  best  in  his  power,  & to  pay  him  the  loss  in 
the  sales  if  any  should  arise,  it  will  be  out  in  a few  Days, 
I shall  forward  a number  of  [them]  to  your  Friends,  which 
you  may  be  assured  you  have  many  in  this  State  & who  are 
daily  enquiring  after  you  & when  you  mean  to  return  to 
America.  Gen^  Saltonstall  & Family  are  well  he  is  still  naval 
Officer  of  this  Port,  he  was  very  happy  when  I deliv^  him  y** 
Letter  & said  he  should  write  you  soon.  CoP  Webb  is  now  in 
N York,  he  has  lately  been  at  Weth^^  in  expectation,  of  CoP 
Wadsworth,  assisting  him,  in  some  kind  of  business,  but 
whither  he  succeeded  or  not,  cannot  learn,  he  lives  with  his 
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Mother  in  Law,  settles  & collects  the  Debts  due  to  the  Estate. 
John  Webb  is  at  Weth"^  & I believe  does  but  little  Business. 
Hetty  lives  with  J Barril  in  Boston.  CoL  Duer  is  in  N York, 
he  was  loading  a large  Ship  at  N York  for  Europe  with  Masts 
& Spars,  he  is  so  well  known  at  present,  that  none  but 
Foreigners,  will  put  themselves  in  his  power. 

M'’  Morris  & Holker  are  at  sword  points  & the  latter  does 
not  seem  to  have  any  disposition  of  returning  to  France  at 
present.  I hope  M^  Barclay  will  receive  final  Instructions  to 
close  your  Acc*®,  & tho’  the  Certificate  which  you  will  receive, 
is  worth  but  one  sixth  of  its  nominal  Value,  yet  that  sum  is 
better  than  nothing,  the  easy  method  in  which  Congress  will 
pay  your  Ball®  may  be  inducement  to  them  to  pass  your  Acco^® 
without  difficulty  & allow  you  your  full  Commissions. 

I hardly  know  what  to  say  concerning  the  political  situa- 
tion of  this  Country,  every  thing  remains  much  in  the  same 
unsettled  & deranged  state  affairs  have  been  in  for  this  some 
time  past,  & I see  but  little  prospect  of  their  changing  for  the 
better  at  present. 

It  serves  but  to  little  purpose  for  to  complain,  the  best 
& indeed  the  only  me[  ] is  for  every  one  to  pursue  the 

advice  you  give  me,  “make  the  most  of  present  times  & Cir- 
cumstances.” this  is  the  System  which  I adhere  to  very 
strictly.  Our  Assembly  have  appointed  Doct*’  Johnson  Mem- 
ber of  Congress,  & they  have  given  permission  to  all  orders 
of  Men  to  remove  into  the  State,  with  their  property  free 
from  any  Import  or  duty,  provided  they  give  Bond  equal  to 
the  amo‘  of  such  Duties  that  they  will  remain  in  the  State 
four  Years,  they  have  also  empowered  Congress  to  collect 
the  5 p Cent,  Import  whenever  twelve  of  the  States  shall 
accede  to  it.  Rhode  Island  is  determined  to  hold  out,  & they 
may  for  their  obstinacy  be  voted  out  of  the  confederation, 
which  I believe  they  care  very  little  about. 

I am  sorry  to  find  there  is  no  prospect  of  settling  a 
Commercial  Treaty  between  this  Country  & England,  tho^  our 
Merchants  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  their  Vessels  registered 
in  the  English  Islands,  save  a little  Expence;  all  the  Custom 
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House  Officers  have  their  price.  Ship  Building  is  carried  on 
with  Vigor  in  this  State,  & the  Horse  Jockey  business 
flourishes,  Provisions  are  low,  but  Labour  from  the  scarcity 
of  hands  is  exceeding  high,  several  Merchants  have  return’d 
from  Nova  Scotia  & settled  in  this  State  & are  doing  well. 
I have  made  enquiry  with  respect  to  the  different  Assemblies 
giving  exclusive  Patents  for  any  [ ] Inventions,  & 

from  the  best  information  I can  o[  ] find  there  is  a 

disposition  in  them  to  grant  such  privileges.  CoP  Pitkin  has 
a Patent  from  this  State  for  the  manufacturing  of  Snuf  &c. 
few  Persons  have  made  application  as  yet,  every  ones  attention 
seems  at  present  to  be  turn’d  towards  Commerce.  Agriculture 
& the  Arts  are  too  much  neglected.  Numbers  of  Tradesmen, 
Farmers,  & Mechanics  have  made  Money  by  the  War,  this 
they  employ  in  Trade,  & will  do  so  ’till  ruined,  all  ranks  of 
people  in  America  are  much  more  extravagant  in  their  dress 
& living  than  before  the  War,  & never  less  able  to  support  it. 
the  Credits  which  are  given  is  the  principal  cause,  it  is  easy  to 
see  what  will  be  the  consequence. 

The  Machine  you  mention  must  be  very  useful,  but  it  will 
not  be  wanted  for  any  thing  of  consequence,  besides  Pumps, 
for  some  time  to  come. 

This  Town  has  risen  surprizingly  since  the  Fire  there  is 
more  Houses  in  it  now,  than  before  that  misfortune.  I have 
written  to  M^  Shaler  at  N York  & requested  him  to  send  you, 
two  bb®  of  Apples,  by  some  Vessel  bound  to  Europe  this  Fall, 
the  Nuts  Beans  &c  shall  send  you  from  this  Port,  in  a Brig® 
that  will  sail  the  latter  part  of  the  Month. 

I think  there  is  not  the  least  probability  of  the  United 
States  ever  agreeing  to  exclude  British  Ships,  from  Selling 
the  produce  of  the  West  India  Islands  or  [ ] tides 

among  us.  it  would  be  the  height  [ ] in  them  to 

do  it. 

I forgot  to  mention  that  the  Assembly  had  given  a patent 
to  Geo:  Phillips  for  ten  Years  for  the  Sugar  baking  business, 
they  also  granted  an  exclusive  privelege  to  a Man  in  New 
Milford  for  the  exportation  of  Marble  great  quantities  of 
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which  have  been  lately  discover’d  in  that  Place  & it  is  said  to 
be  equal  to  the  Italian. 

I have  sold  the  Forty  thousand  Dollars  of  your  Loan 
Office  Certificates  for  five  Shillings  & Nine  pence  in  the 
pound,  which  is  nine  pence  more  than  the  Current  price  in 
N Yk  & Boston,  after  they  are  reduced  by  the  Scale,  & shall 
[ ] you  by  the  Brigantine  Little  Joe,  Gurdon  Bill 

Master  One  hundred  Pound  SterP  in  Cash  which  you  will  get 
insured  in  England,  if  you  think  proper.  I could  not  purchase 
a good  Bill  for  less  than  61  p C‘  above  par,  therefore  I pre- 
ferr’d  sending  Dollars,  the  profits  on  which  will  pay  part 
charges,  the  Brig®  will  sail  the  latter  part,  of  this  or  the 
beginning  of  next  Month  for  London 

You  would  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a Patent  here, 
could  you  find  some  new  Invention  that  would  be  profitable 
& I have  no  doubt  in  your  Tours,  you  must  have  discov’d 
many,  present  my  Compliments  to  D^  Bancroft  & all  friends. 
I am 

with  the  most  sincere  Esteem  & regard 
[Your]  most  humble  Serv^ 

J Sebor 

P.  S.  I shall  write  by  the  Brig® 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Deane  Esq^  to  the  care  of  F W“  Geyer 
Esq^  Merchant  London 
[Endorsed]  J.  Sebor  Lettr  Nov.  1784 


SIMEON  DEANE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Richmond  13  Nov"*  1784 

My  dear  Brother 

It  is  now  sometime  since  I had  the  pleasure  of  a Line 
from  you,  however  I hope  you  have  had  your  Health  &c. 

When  I was  last  in  N E'^  I promised  myself  the  pleasure 
of  speedily  returning,  but  a Series  of  unforeseen  events, 
together  with  a violent  Attack  in  SepF  & Oct®  has  hitherto 
prevented,  but  I am  now  recovered  except  a Rheumatick 
Complaint  in  my  Shoulder  & Arms. 
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If  Col°  Wadsworth  has  returned,  or  may  return  soon, 
pray  present  my  Compliments  to  him  & tell  him  I hope  that 
he  has  fully  recovered  the  Bar^  Hk*"®  stolen  by  a French  Store 
keeper  in  Virg^.  his  Bro*^  Cloths  are  still  unsold  notwithstand- 
ing all  reasonable  efforts  & such  is  the  Plenty  of  Goods  that 
they  will  not  bring  prime  Cost  & I wish  his  Instructions  ab^ 
closing  the  business. 

Annexed  is  the  Prices  Current  here,  & I hope  the  favor 
of  the  Prices  Current  with  you. 

Crops  are  generally  good  in  Virg^  but  the  great  Number 
of  Europeans  arrived  & arriving  keep  up  Prices.  The  Assem- 
bly are  now  sitting  & will  if  they  dare  (probably)  further 
evade  the  Payrn^  of  British  Debts. 

I have  not  yet  got  any  thing  of  Pay^  for  the  many  large 
Demands  I have  in  this  Country,  & am  now  attending  at  the 
Court  of  Chancery  to  ascertain  a particular  large  Sum  due  me. 

You  will  partly  conceive  how  difficult  it  is  to  recover  any 
thing  by  Daw  here,  & you  may  rest  assured  that  it  is  very 
tedious  & evasive,  even  beyond  almost  any  place 

I have  at  this  time  wrote  our  Brother  J B.  please  to  make 
my  Compliments  to  him  & other  Friends. 

I am  affectionately  D*’  Brother 

yrs  3 J) 


Prices  Curr^ 

Ja®  River  Tob°  34/  has  been  42/ 
York  d"  33  to  34/ 

Rapp^  d°  32  to  33/ 

Pop  d°  30  to  28/ 

Coals  P bus  1/ 

Pine  Boards  of  Inch  100/  &c 
Corn  & Wheat  tolerably  plenty 
Sugar  40  to  45/ 

Coffee  15  to  16 
Salt  5 to  6/6  Pr  bus 
Rum  uncertain 
Country  Brandy  18  to  20'^ 

Dry  Goods  plenty 


Duties 

4*^  P Gap  on  all  Imported 
Spirits 

10"^  on  Salt  Pr  bus^ 

2/6  P C*^  on  Sugar  & Coffee 
2/2  PrC*^  on  Dry  Goods 
10^^  on  Snuff 
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Brick  8 to  9 Dollars 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Deane  Esq^  Merch^  Hartford 
Connecticut  Cap^  Willson  Via  N York 
[Endorsed]  Sim°  Deane  Nov^  13,  1784 


BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

New  London  Dec*"  10^“^  1784 

Dear  Brother 

I wrote  you  a Long  Letter  a few  Days  Ago  which  was 
forwarded  from  New  York,  Your  Son  is  at  this  place  he  will 
write  you  by  this  Opp^  I am  much  unwell  with  a Sick  Head 
Ache  that  I Can  hardly  hold  my  Pen  to  write,  which  will 
prevent  my  Writing  you  on  many  matters  which  I mentioned 
in  my  Other  Letter. 

I have  no  News  from  Simeon  Since  Last  Sep^,  I know 
not  what  he  is  Doing,  we  Expected  him  this  way  before  this 
Time,  I Believe  he  meets  with  Trouble  in  Collecting  the 
money  Due  him  in  Virginia,  Our  J.  B & Sister  with  their 
family  are  well.  J.  W Goes  on  at  his  usual  Rate  heels  Over 
head,  I fear  his  Ruin  is  Near,  Col  S.  B.  W is  in  N York  & 
his  Brother  John  Neither  in  Any  Business  that  I know  off. 
The  Politicks  of  this  State  go  on  in  the  Old  way,  I know  but 
Little  about  them  as  I have  no  wish  for  Any  Share  in  their 
Offices,  I Believe  S.  Huntington  will  Very  Soon  be 
Governor  of  the  State.  Congress  are  not  much  Noticed  & but 
Little  Said  About  them.  People  in  General  Believe  they  have 
no  Intention  of  Ever  Paying  off  the  Publick  Debts  Their 
Final  Settlement  Securities  Sell  from  2/6  to  3/  On  the  Pound. 
I wish  you  Could  find  Some  kind  of  Business  in  Europe  that 
might  be  of  Some  Service  to  You  for  I Can  See  no  Prospect 
in  this  State  of  Your  Doing  Anything  to  Advantage.  Your 
Old  Creditors  in  N York  will  Call  Loudly  on  You  for  a Settle- 
ment on  Your  Return.  Col.  Wadsworth  Says  that  he  Believes 
You  might  get  Some  hold  on  Chaumonts  Publick  Securities  in 
this  Country  If  Your  Demands  Against  him  were  Properly 
made  Out  & Suitable  Measures  Taken  in  PhiP  to  Get  hold  of 
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them,  I will  write  you  fully  Again  in  a few  Days  in  the 
Intrem  Remain 

Affectionately 

B.  Deane 

[Superscribed]  Sieas  Deane  Esq^  London 
[Endorsed]  Barn®  Deane  Lett^  Dec^  1784 


LETTER  FROM  JOHN  FOSTER 

Birmingham  Dec.  22.  1784 

Dear  Sir 

I am  quite  disappointed  at  not  meeting  you  here,  tho  the 
Weather  certainly  is  not  the  most  favorable  for  travelling,  nor 
for  viewing  Outworks.  I brought  with  me  the  Papers, 
which  I wished  to  read  more  than  once,  in  order  to  give  them 
to  you  here  & I shall  now  leave  them  under  Cover  directed  & 
sealed,  for  you  at  Wilkinsons  as  I take  for  granted  he  will 
best  know  where  to  find  you  on  your  Arrival. 

I wish  I had  a nearer  prospect  of  seeing  you  in  Ireland, 
than  you  allow  us  to  indulge  ourselves  in.  I never  see  you 
even  for  half  an  hour  without  reaping  both  Information  & 
pleasure  & if  you  had  as  much  Interest  with  Lord  Shefield  as 
you  have  with  me,  he  would  take  your  Advice  & not  publish 
what  can  do  him  no  Good  & will  most  probably  create  him 
many  Enemies. 

I will  not  make  any  speeches  about  my  Wishes  often  to 
hear  from  you.  Let  me  say,  that  it  will  make  me  extremely 
happy,  whenever  you  will  employ  a leisure  moment  in  writing 
& believe  me,  with  the  warmest  Wishes  for  your  happiness. 

most  truly,  my  Dear  Sir 
your  faithful  serv^ 

John  Foster 

[Endorsed]  Jno  Foster  Esq"^  LetP 
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MILES  SHERBROOKE  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Newark  feb^  14^^  1785 

Dear  Sir 

I had  the  Pleasure  to  Receive  Your  favor  By  our  Mutal 
friend  ColP  Wadsworth,  who  took  Dinner  with  us  in  His  way 
to  Philadelphia  And  I look  for  Him  back  every  day.  Agree- 
able to  Your  Request  You  have  Enclosd  Copy  of  Your  Acc^ 
Curr^  from  our  books  w^^  hope  You  will  find  right,  I have 
Said  nothing  about  Inter®^  thats  a Matter  I will  leave  to  Your 
Self  My  friend 

Accept  my  best  thanks  for  Your  kind  Invitation  to 
Connecticut,  I Should  have  payd  my  Respects  to  You  last  fall 
but  Sickness  prevented  it.  And  poor  M^^  Sherbrooke  continues 
very  unwell  Yett.  I expect  to  be  with  You  the  beginning  of 
May  when  I Shall  be  happy  to  take  You  by  the  hand. 
Remember  me  AffecP  to  all  friends 

And  believe  me  D*'  Sir 

Your  Obligd  Hble  Serv* 

Miles  Sherbrooke 

Bar®  Dean  Esq^ 

[Superscribed]  To  Barnabas  Deane  Esq^  Hartford 
[Endorsed]  Miles  Sherbrooke  Feb^  14.  1785 

LORD  SHEFFIELD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Downing  Street,  26  Ap:  1785. 

Dear  Sir 

This  day  with  much  pleasure  I received  your  letter  of  the 
23^^  instant  I am  sorry  to  find,  you  are  likely  to  be  absent 
above  three  weeks  longer,  as  it  will  consume  a considerable 
part  of  the  time  I have  to  remain  in  London.  I hope  however 
that  you  will  return  before  my  departure  & also  that  I shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  still  more  of  you  at  Sheffield  Place. 

I sh*^  have  written  to  you,  if  I had  been  sure  of  the  place 
of  your  abode.  The  evidence  that  has  come  out  on  the  Irish 
Propositions  is  very  good,  but  you  will  observe  from  The 
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Newspaper  Accounts,  that  the  principal  & strong  Points  have 
been  neglected.  As  to  the  Alteration  of  Colonial  Principles 
of  Commerce  or  Navigation  Act,  that  is  a point  on  which 
argument  alone  can  be  brought  forward,  but  the  great  Subject 
of  Iron  is  totally  neglected,  & The  Iron  Masters  & Iron  manu- 
facturers from  whom  I had  the  best  expectations,  have  kept 
back  & that  miserable  paper  called.  Iron  Trade,  England  & 
Ireland,  is  all  we  have  seen,  & The  Treasury  fancies  it  satisfies 
the  Publick.  The  supineness  of  those  concerned  is  perfectly 
unaccountable.  I expected  most  from  M*"  Wilkinson.  Why 
does  not  he  appear,  or  send  a proper  Person.  I sh'^  have 
written  to  him  again,  if  Boulton  had  not  promised  to  write 
to  him  & to  state  the  necessity  of  coming  forward.  It  is  sup- 
posed the  who[le]  evidence,  will  end  this  week  & it  will  be 
extraordinary,  tha[  ] alone,  (of  the  great  Arts[  ] 

shou’d  be  neglected.  Gibbons  of  Bristol  with  good  spirit 

declared  his  intention  of  attending,  & there  cannot  be  a more 
intelligent  & proper  Man  to  bring  forward.  He  understands 
the  Subject  well. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  find  from  your  letter  that 
what  I have  written  is  approved.  Pray  present  my  Comp^®  to 
M*"  Wilkinson 

I am  Sir  your  faithfull  Ser^ 

ShEEEiEED 

[Superscribed]  Sieas  Deane  Esq  at  John  Wilkinson’s  Esq 

Broseley  Shropshire 

[Endorsed]  Eord  Shefifeild  Lett^  April  1785 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  SIMEON  DEANE 
Dear  Brother 

I have  received  several  Letters  from  You  since  my 
writing  the  last  was  of  the  4^^  of  March;  as  to  Sabbatier  & 
Desprez  Affair  I can  hitherto  continue  no  method  to  bring 
them,  to  any  Acc^  they  constantly  put  off  on  pretence  that  they 
expect  Holker  to  return  & Acc*^  with  them,  & that  they  can  do 
nothing  previously,  in  short  I cannot  compel  them,  they  know 
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it  and  having  lost  Money,  by  their  adventure  to  America, 
mean  to  make  reprisals  wherever  they  can;  as  to  The  Mills 
about  which  I wrote  You,  I am  now  in  the  Country  in  Lan- 
cashire near  300  Miles  from  London  with  the  Gentleman  who 
makes  the  engines  for  them,  & shall  if  practicable  make  some 
arrangement  on  the  Subject,  of  which  I will  give  You  notice 
on  my  return  to  London,  but  previously  must  propose  To  You 
To  obtain  from  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  N Carolina,  and 
Maryland  an  exclusive  grant  for  using  the  new  invented 
Steam  engine  in  Corn,  Tobacco,  & Saw  Mills  for  a certain 
Term  14  or  16  Years,  at  least;  I cannot  conceive  that  there 
can  be  any  Objection,  this  encouragement  will  not  cost  those 
states  any  thing;  I have  wrote  To  Our  B D.  to  procure  the 
same  from  Connecticut,  & New  York,  & To  M^  Morriss  to 
obtain  one  from  Pensylvania,  & New  Jersey,  my  reasons  for 
this  are  that  Our  Funds  being  small.  We  must  begin  in  a stile 
proportionate  to  Our  Funds,  and  As  soon  as  We  have  begun, 
larger  capitalists  will  come  in,  & take  the  Business  in  effect 
from  Us,  or  at  least  throw  Us  into  the  shade,  whereas  on  the 
contrary  Patents  from  all  the  principal  States,  will  secure  it 
to  Us,  & on  the  Strength  of  them  I can  take  in  Partners  here, 
by  whose  assistance  a Capital  To  any  Amount  may  be  raised, 
& the  Business  carried  on  with  vigor,  & to  a large  extent. 
These  Patents  may  if  ever  be  obtained  next  Fall,  & I can  be 
ready  to  come  over,  & join  You  early  in  the  next  season,  with 
a proper  artist  &c.  As  to  the  Tobacco,  it  will  turn  To  more 
Acc*^  To  manufacture  it  here,  or  in  Flanders,  than  in  America; 
Tobacco  in  manufacturing  gains  at  least  15  P C‘  Wb  now  the 
duty  being  17^  P[?]  the  increase  of  W^  alone,  will  pay  the 
expence  of  manufacturing  of  it ; at  Ostend,  no  duties  are  paid 
as  it  is  a free  port,  but  in  France,  & in  Flanders  the  duty  is  as 
high,  & in  the  former  much  higher  than  in  England;  The 
situation  of  that  place  is  extremely  convenient  for  running 
that  Article  into  France,  Flanders,  or  England,  and  with 
Dunkirk  is  the  head  quarters  of  the  Smugglers,  to  whom  this 
Article  may  be  sold  at  a great  profit,  whilst  in  America  the 
consumption  of  the  Country  will  be  our  sole  demand  for  it, 
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as  it  is  not  admitted  in  Europe  in  a manufactured  State, 
unless  therefore  such  a privilege  as  I propose,  can  be  obtained 
from  one,  or  more  States,  it  will  be  better  to  take  out  a patent 
here,  for  Tobacco,  & Saw  Mills;  there  are  at  present  no  Saw 
Mills  in  England,  but  all  the  sawing  is  done  by  hand,  by  which 
many  thousands  of  Men  are  employed,  & have  30V  to  35V 
P M for  the  easiest  of  Sawing,  (viz)  that  of  deals,  & more, 
in  proportion  to  the  hardness  of  the  Timber,  but  of  this  will 
write  You  more  when  I return  to  London,  meantime  am  my 
Dear  Brother 

Yours  S Deane 
Castle  Head  in  Lancashire 
May  20'^  1785 

[Superscribed]  To  M^  Sim^  Deane  Merch^  Williamsburgh 
Virginia 

[Endorsed]  S D.  May  1785 


RICHARD  SILL  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

Aebany  June  30^^  1785 

Dear  Sir 

I send  you  by  Oliver  Woolcott  Jun^  Esq^  Eighty  Pounds 
and  three  pence,  on  Account  of  your  demand  against 
M^  Livingston.  The  memorandum  of  the  money  paid  to 
M^  Barlow  for  you  last  Sep^  I have  lost  that  I cannot  exactly 
ascertain  the  amount, 

I wish  you  would  send  me  that  mem,  or  an  extract  from 
your  book,  and  by  the  same  conveyance  you  may  draw  upon 
me  for  the  Ballance  still  due  to  you 

I am  Dear  Sir 

Your  most  Obd  ServS 
Richard  Side 

£80.0.3. 

Barnabas  Deane  & C° 

[Superscribed]  Mess*"®  Barnabas  Deane  & C°  Merchants 
Hartford 

[Endorsed]  Rich‘s  Sill  Esq*"  June  30,  1785 
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JACOB  SEBOR  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

New  London  July  1785 

Dear  Sir 

I have  written  you  some  time  since  by  the  way  of 
N York,  since  which  have  rec*^  your  favor  of  the  24*^^  March, 
acknowledging  the  Rec*^  of  mine  by  Cap^  Bill,  & Geyers 
receiving  the  Money  I remitted  you,  but  you  make  no  mention 
of  the  Nuts,  Apples  &c  I sent  you  from  this  & N York,  being 
deliv’d  you  which  were  directed  to  M^  Geyers  care. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  you  enjoy  your  health 
& I had  flattered  myself  you  would  have  taken  a Passage  for 
America  this  Spring,  your  Friends  in  this  State  often  enquire 
after  you,  & would  be  very  happy  to  see  you  & I can  assure 
you  they  are  not  very  few.  I was  in  hopes  that  you  would 
have  succeeded  in  having  y^  Acco*^®  with  Congress  closed 
before  this,  but  as  it  is  evident,  there  is  a considerable  ball® 
due  you,  they  have  no  Interest  in  settling  them,  & if  they  did 
have  nothing  to  discharge  the  ball®  but  their  paper  which  is  of 
but  little  value.  Final  settlements  may  be  bo^  for  2/3  in  Cash 
on  the  pound.  I have  scattered  your  last  Address  which  I had 
published  here  in  different  part  of  this,  & the  other  States,  & 
find  it  is  generally  approved  of,  & has  had  a very  good  effect. 
Our  Countrymen  are  at  last  become  fully  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  the  Assertions  in  your  intercepted  Letters. 

The  Commerce  of  the  United  States  is  in  a wretched 
condition  & unless  we  can  form  some  Treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  I see  no  prospect  of  its  being  better.  Money  is 
become  exceeding  scarce  & means  for  remittance  more  & 
more  difficult  to  be  obtained  in  these  Northern  States.  The 
West  India  Traders  have  been  great  losers  the  last  Year. 
Provisions  in  general  are  too  high  to  export.  We  have  met 
with  pretty  good  sales,  & have  made  & still  continue  to  send 
considerable  remittances  to  Mess®  Geyer  &c. 

their  not  sending  us  any  Spring  Goods  this  season  was  of 
material  damage  to  us,  had  they  furnished  us  with  about  2 or 
3000  £ Value  in  Callicoes  Linnens  &c,  we  should  have  been 
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able  to  sold  a great  part  of  the  saleable  goods  we  have  now  on 
hand. 

I was  lately  at  Hartford  & saw  your  Son,  who  had  just 
return’d  from  the  Pool  where  he  had  been  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health  & he  tells  me  is  entirely  well,  he  had  a swelling 
in  the  small  of  his  back,  which  occasioned  his  leaving  our 
Counting  House,  he  proposes  this  Summer,  to  tarry  with  y*^ 
Bro^  Barn^  who  is  well  & has  purchased  a quantity  of  Goods 
which  he  intends  to  retail  out.  he  promised  me  to  send  a 
Letter  to  my  Care  to  forward  to  you,  which  I shall  do  when 
I receive  it.  Buck  & Family  are  well  Webb  & Family 
also.  I enclose  you  a Letter  from  Gen^  Parsons  & one  from 
Wait  Goodrich,  concerning  [ ] New  Lands.  The 

Noise  in  Boston  concer[ning  the]  British  Factors  is  entirely 
subsided,  even  [encourjagement  is  given  to  them  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  as  well  as  to  the  Refugees  who  are 
leaving  Nova  Scotia  very  fast. 

I shall  write  you  again  in  a short  time,  present  my 
Compliments  to  Bancroft  & all  my  Friends.  I am  with 
the  most  sincere  esteem  & respect 

most  Obed^  & very  Hble  Serv^ 

J Se^bor 

P.  S.  I lately  heard  from  y^  Bro^  Simeon  who  was  well 
in  Virginia. 

[Superscribed]  The  Hon'^^®  Siras  De)ane)  Esq*’  London 
[Endorsed]  J Sebor  LetP  July  1785 

BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Hartford  14^^  Octo*"  1785 

Dear  Brother 

Your  Two  Letters  in  May  Last  from  Castle  Head  in 
Lancashire  Came  to  hand  a few  Days  Past,  I got  M*”  Sebor  to 
Apply  to  the  M**  Winthrops  on  the  Affair  of  the  Black  Lead 
Mine,  he  writes  me  as  follows.  ‘T  Applied  to  M*"  Francis 
Winthrop  who  wishes  to  have  it  Sold,  but  the  Proprietors  are 
So  Numerous  that  nothing  Can  be  done  About  it  at  Present, 


BARNABAS  DEANE). 


215 


Winthrop  wishes  to  have  Nothing  Said  about  it,  & will  do 
his  Endeavors  to  purchase  them  all  out,  at  Some  Rate  or 
Other,  which  if  he  Should  be  Able  to  Accomplish  he  will  then 
Sell  or  Lease  on  good  Terms,  his  Grandfather  Lost  About 
£10,000  by  working  this  mine.” 

Since  Sebors  writing  the  Above  Gen^  G Saltonstall 
is  Dead  which  of  Course  prevents  Any  Application  to  him, 
when  I get  any  further  Information  I will  write  you.  You 
have  herewith  a Small  Box  of  Ore  from  the  Cobalt  mine  Near 
Middletown  which  Shaler  will  Forward  with  this  Letter 
to  the  Care  of  Geyer  in  London,  I have  this  Day  Drew  a 
Petition  to  Our  Assembly  for  the  Exclusive  Right  of  apply- 
ing a fire  or  Steam  Engine  for  Grinding  Corn  & Sawing 
Timber  for  Twenty  One  Years,  Col.  Wadsworth  who  is  a 
Member  has  Engag’d  to  use  his  Influence  to  have  it  Granted 
he  thinks  I have  Ask’d  for  Too  Long  a Time. 

I will  write  you  Again  as  Soon  as  I know  the  Fate  of  the 
Petition,  I wish  you  might  fall  on  Some  thing  that  my  prove 
Advantagious  to  you,  we  have  no  Domestick  News  here,  the 
Trade  of  this  Country  Declines  Fast  and  Many  Failures  in 
Business  are  Daily  Takeing  Place,  money  is  Scarce,  the  Certi- 
ficates Isued  by  Our  Treasurer  go  at  10/  on  the  Pound,  those 
Isued  by  the  United  States  for  Debts  Due  from  them  to  the 
Army  & to  Others  at  2/6  on  the  Pound 

Our  West  India  Trade  is  much  Against  us,  being  Shut 
Out  from  the  English  Islands  & Closely  Restricted  Amongst 
the  French,  Our  Horses  & Oxen  Sell  for  but  a Trifle  amongst 
them,  we  keep  Our  Distillery  at  Work  and  keep  Two  Vessells 
in  the  Molasses  Trade,  the  Profit  is  Small,  but  with  Oconomy 
& Close  Attention  it  will  do  Better  than  the  Dry  good 
Business. 

Your  Son  is  with  his  Aunt  at  Wethersfield  I think  he 
is  better  in  Health  than  he  has  been,  he  is  too  much  of  an 
Invalid  to  Attend  to  much  Business,  he  wishes  to  hear  from 
You  & Thinks  himself  forgot  by  You. 

My  Last  Acc^®  from  Bro^  Simeon  were  in  July  he  was 
then  at  Some  Mineral  Springs  in  Berkeley  County  Virginia, 
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for  his  health,  which  is  much  Impaired,  he  has  the  Rheumo- 
tism  to  a Great  Degree  & Often  a Touch  of  a fever,  J.  Webb 
Sz  family  are  well,  I fear  he  will  be  So  Crowded  by  his 
Creditors  that  he  must  fail  Soon,  at  Least  I Expect  it.  The 
X York  ^Merchants  are  \’eiy  Busy  in  Calling  for  a Settlement 
of  their  old  Debts. 

I wish  Your  Affairs  were  Clos’d  with  him,  but  I Never 
Expect  it.  I fear  your  Creditors  in  X York  will  be  Trouble- 
some to  You  when  You  Return. 

I am  Affectionately  y^ 

B.  Deane 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Deane  Esq""  To  the  Care  of  Fred^  W“ 
Geyer  Esq*"  ^lerch^  London  with  a Small  Box 
[Endorsed]  B Deane  Lett*’  Oct^*  1785 


B.ARXABAS  DEAXE  TO  SILAS  DEAXE 

Hartford  15^^  Octo*"  1785 

Dear  Brother 

I wrote  You  Yesterday  by  the  way  of  New  York  8z  Sent 
you  a Box  of  Cobalt  Oar,  I now  Send  You  a Xother  Box  of 
the  Same 

I Applied  to  Sebor  to  Call  on  the  Winthrops  to 
know  whether  they  would  Sell  or  Let  the  Black  Lead  Mine, 
he  writes  me  as  follows  viz  ‘T  applied  to  M*"  Francis 
Winthrop  who  wishes  to  have  it  Sold,  but  the  Proprietors  and 
Claimonts,  are  So  Numerous  that  Nothing  Can  be  Done  at 
present,  M*"  Winthrop  wishes  to  have  Nothing  Said  About  it, 
& will  do  his  Endeavor  to  purchase  them  all  out,  which  if  he 
Should  Accomplish  he  will  then  Sell  or  Lease  on  good  Terms, 
his  Grandfather  Lost  Ab^  £10,000  by  Working  the  ^line.” 
I have  Rec**  Two  Letters  from  You  a few  Dayes  Past  they 
were  wrote  Last  may  from  Castle  Head,  I have  now  Laid  in 
a Petition  for  a Patent  for  Twent}*  One  Years  to  Our 
Assembly  for  the  Libert}*  of  Fire  Engines  for  Grinding  Corn 
&:  Sawing  Timber.  Col.  W'adsworth  who  is  a Member  will  do 
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all  in  his  Power  to  get  the  Petition  Granted  Our  Assembly 
is  Now  Sitting  at  N Haven. 

I wish  you  might  hit  on  Something  Advantagious,  have 
you  given  Over  the  Idea  of  Attempting  to  get  hold  of  Chau- 
monts  Property  in  America;  Your  Son  is  at  Weth'^  with  his 
Aunt  his  Health  is  Better  than  it  was,  but  is  Still  too  poor  for 
much  Business,  he  Thinks  him  Self  Forgotten  by  You  as  he 
gets  no  Letters. 

Our  J.  B & Sister  are  well  as  is  Webbs  family.  My 
Last  Acc^®  from  Bro^  Simeon  was  in  July  he  was  then  at  Some 
Mineral  Springs  in  the  Back  of  Virginia  he  has  been  much 
Out  of  Health  the  Summer  past  I fear  he  will  never  be  well 
if  he  Continues  in  Virginia, 

Our  Trade  is  Dull  no  money  Stiring,  we  are  Almost 
Entirely  Cut  of  from  the  West  India  Trade  as  well  as  from 
Whaling,  Failures  are  Daily  Takeing  Place  among  the  Traders, 
we  keep  our  Distillery  at  work  which  with  Prudent  Manage- 
ment (as  we  Import  our  Molasses),  will  Answer  Better  than 
Dry  Good  Trade. 

I am  Told  that  there  is  Distilleries  in  London  which 
Make  much  Greater  Quantities  of  Rum  from  the  Same 
Number  of  Gallons  of  Molasses  than  we  do  in  America,  I wish 
you  to  Enquire  & Write  me  if  So,  & what  Process  is  Made 
Use  on  to  Effect  it.  I Expect  this  Letter  will  be  Forwarded 
by  M^  Sebor  from  N London  who  will  no  Doubt  write  you  by 
this  Opp^. 

You  will  Doubtless  hear  before  this  Comes  to  hand  of 
the  Death  of  Gov^  Trumbull  & Col  G.  Saltonstall 

I am  D.  Brother  Yrs 

B.  Deank 

[Superscribed]  Sieas  Deane  Esq^  To  the  Care  of  Fred.  W“ 

Geyer  Esq^  Merch^  London  with  a Small  Bundle 
[Endorsed]  B Deane  LetP  OcP  1785 
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SILAS  DEAXE  TO  LORD  DORCHESTER 

I ought  perhaps  to  apologize  for  the  freedom  & Length  of 
this  Letter,  but  Yoirr  Lordships  attention  to  whatever  may 
tend  to  promote  the  Interest  of  Those  who  have  the  happiness 
to  hve  under  Your  Lordships  Gov^  will  not  permit  !Me  to 
suppose  that  any  attempt  for  that  purpose  however  weak  or 
impracticable  it  may  be  can  give  Offence  or  require  an 
Apology*,  I have  the  honour  to  be  &c  &c 

S D 

R^  Hon^  Lord  Dorchester 

I must  ask  the  favor  of  Your  Lordship,  if  my  proposals 
are  approved  of  or  not  that  no  mention  be  made  of  any  part 
of  them  in  America  as  coming  from  !Me,  if  approved  of  I 
presume  that  Your  Lordship  wlU  communicate  them  or  such 
part  of  them  as  have  met  -«*ith  Your  Approbation  to  his 
^Iajest}’s  ^Ministers  to  whom  I will  give  all  the  information  I 
have  or  can  obtain  on  the  Subject  whither  I take  any  active 
part  in  the  execution  or  not,  if  Your  Lordship  honor  ^le 
-^dth  a line  please  to  address  to  Sir  Rob^  Herries  & Co  Bankers 
S^  Tames  Street. 

[Endorsed]  Copy  of  Letter  To  Lord  Dorchester  !March  1787 
X“  3 


LORD  DORCHESTER  TO  SILAS  DEAXE 


Sir 


(Copy) 

Quebec  24*^  Oct°  1787 


I have  his  excellenc}*  Lord  Dorchesters  commands  to 
acknowledge  The  receipt  of  yours,  of  the  *20^^  March  last,  & 
To  return  You  his  Thanks,  for  the  valuable  Observations, 
You  have  been  so  good  as  To  communicate.  As  far  as  a 
cursor}'  view  of  the  Countr\'  can  justify  an  Opinion,  my  Lord 
desires  me  to  say,  Your  plan  of  cutting  a canal  from  Lake 
Champlain,  into  the  bason  of  Chambly  appears  to  be  practic- 
able, & useful.  My  Lord  has  therefore  written  to  Lord 
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Sydney  on  the  subject,  and  recommends  to  you  to  offer  to  him 
Your  plan,  and  proposals.  I have  it  in  command  to  add.  That 
should  they  be  accepted,  my  Lord  Dorchester  will  with 
pleasure  shew  just  attention  to  The  encouragement,  of  the 
work,  and  The  Interest  of  its  author.  I am  &c 

(signed) 

Henry  Motz  Sec^ 

(Copy) 

Note  * should  be  29^*^ 

[Endorsed]  Copy  of  Letter  To  Lord  Dorchester,  March  29^^ 
1787.  & of  his  Answer  Oct°  24^^^ 


WINTHROP  SALTONSTALL  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

(Copy) 

SiEAS  Dean  Esq.  London 
Dear  Sir 

I am  without  your  Favours  since  5^^  March  1787  which 
Acknowledges  the  recit  of  my  Leter  13  January  preceding 
since  which  (10^^  July)  I wrote  you  and  as  I have  received 
advice  from  M^  Paice  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  Leter 
to  him  of  IP^  July  aforesaid  which  went  by  the  same  Con- 
veyance I am  totally  at  a Loss  how  to  Account  for  not  having 
further  advice  from  you  nor  can  I find  your  other  friends  in 
this  Country  have  later  advice. 

This  anounces  to  you  the  Death  of  M^  Rosewell  Salton- 
stall  he  deceased  25  January  past  after  one  days  Ilness  this 
Event  tho’  Melancholy  in  contemplation  of  Natural  Affection 
calls  for  my  immediate  exertions : to  that  End  I have  adressed 
M^  Paice  and  requested  him  to  obtain  a Recognition  of  my 
Right  as  the  Heir  in  Tail  to  the  Killingly  Estate  I have  it  not 
in  my  Power  by  this  Conveyance  to  forward  even  those 
Documents  which  I might  suppose  necessary  on  this  Occasion 
I have  however  requested  M^  Paice  to  prepare  and  forward 
by  the  very  first  Conveyance  such  Documents  as  may  be 
thought  necessary  for  my  Authentication  in  this  matter 
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I am  still  in  Doubt  wether  my  Leter  2^  November  1786 
inclos^  the  Evidence  of  my  Relation  to  my  Grandfather  has 
reached  you  if  it  should  have  got  to  hand  it  may  be  of  use  to 

Paice  if  he  accepts  my  Appointment  as  my  Agent  on  this 
Estate  to  promote  the  fixing  my  Title  in  the  Premisses  if  so 
you  will  be  so  Obliging  as  to  let  him  have  the  Benefit  of  it. 

I feel  the  same  Sentiments  of  Respect  and  Gratitude  and 
Obligation  for  your  Aid  and  Exertions  in  my  behalf  in  regard 
to  the  Killingly  Estate  as  heretofore  expressed  and  hope  the 
Day  is  not  very  distant  that  may  give  you  convinceing  Proof 
of  the  sincerity  of  my  Declaration. 

This  goes  by  the  favour  of  my  Cousin  Cap^  Robert 
Winthrop  of  this  City  via  Dublin  he  intends  visitng  London  I 
have  requested  him  if  Practicable  to  deliver  it  into  your  hand 
which  he  very  Obligingly  assures  me  shall  be  done  he  can 
inform  of  any  thing  that’s  occurred  here  better  than  my 
Leasure  will  admit  me  to  Communicate  at  this  Time. 

I am  most  Assuredly  Your  Obliged  and  Affectionate 
Brother  & hb^  Servant 

WlN^  S ALTON STAI,!, 

New  London  Feb^  1.  1788. 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Dlanl  Esq.  London 
[Endorsed]  Winthrop  Saltonstall  LetP  Feb^  1788 


BROKHOLST  LIVINGSTON  TO  JOHN  VAUGHAN 
Copy  letter  Brokholst  Livingsten  of  New  York  to 
John  Vaughan  dated  December  5^*^  1787 

Dear  Sir 

M’’  Bisscker  has  at  length  sent  me  the  two  Mortgages  left 
with  him  for  registering.  The  one  is  from  William  Trent  to 
the  honorable  Thomas  Walpole  for  £750  Sterling.  The  other 
is  from  the  same  person  to  Robert  Rolbson  Esq*"  and  for  the 
same  sum.  The  first  only  is  recorded,  the  other  not  being 
proved,  which  me  thinks  M*'  Bisscke  might  have  observed 
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when  the  Mortgages  were  left  with  him.  As  they  were  both 
executed  in  England,  it  will  be  extremly  difficult  to  prove  it 
unless  you  know  of  some  person  in  Philadelphia  who  is 
acquainted  with  Trents  hand  writing.  The  subscribing 
witnesses  are  Thomas  Bennet  & Richard  Neave. 

As  neither  of  the  Mortgages  have  a clause  for  Sale,  there 
will  be  no  way  of  foreclosing  the  equity  of  redemption  but  by 
a bill  on  Chancery  in  which  case  the  Court  charges  alone  will 
amount  to  at  least  £20  This  bill  must  be  filled  in  the  names 
of  the  Assignees  of  the  Mortgages  Bancroft  & M^  Deane 
against  the  heirs  or  Ex^®  of  M^  Trent.  If  they  are  absent  they 
must  be  notified  in  the  public  papers  of  the  filling  of  the  bill, 
& will  have  a day  given  them  by  the  Court  to  enter  their 
appearance  to  the  suit.  The  widow  not  having  joined  in  the 
Mortgages  is  entitled  to  her  dower,  which  I suppose  might  be 
purchased  for  a trifle,  to  her  the  suit  is  terminated,  if  the 
representatives  of  Trent  do  not  redeem,  Bancroft  & M^ 
Deane  will  be  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  the  property.  We  shall 
want  the  names  of  M*”  Trents  children  if  he  has  any  & of  his 
Ex^®  if  he  has  made  a will,  or  of  his  administrator  if  he  died 
Intestate. 


JOHN  VAUGHAN  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

19  March  88 

Sir: 

I have  your  favor  of  6 Dec^  to  which  did  not  reply  earlier 
waiting  for  D Bancrofts  powers  which  are  new  Come  to 
myself  & M^  Ross.  I enclose  you  a letter  I have  rec*^  from 
M^  Livingston  upon  the  subject  of  the  Mortgages.  M^  R 
Neave  is  now  in  Philadelphia  & I have  written  to  M^  L.  to 
know  if  he  can  prove  the  execution  of  the  Deed  in  Phila- 
delphia. I am  also  getting  the  names  of  the  Children  & 
Administrators  (the  executors  refusing  to  act)  the  Widow 
lives  in  this  Town.  I must  desire  you  to  inform  me  what 
Steps  you  wish  to  have  taken  with  respect  to  her;  I find  that 
She  expects  these  thirds,  M^  Ross  & myself  will  Join  in  the 
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Necessary  measures  to  forward  this  business.  Nothing  I 
believe  Need  be  expected  from  Trent  & Whartons  Estate 
beyond  the  Mortgages. 

I remain, 

Your  ob : hble  Serv^ 

Jn  Vaughan 

Barnabas  Dean  Esq^ 

Hartford  Connecticut 

[Superscribed]  Barnabas  Dean  Esq^  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
[Endorsed]  Letter  to  B Livingston 


BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SIMEON  DEANE 

Hartford  March  1788 

Dear  Brother 

Yours  of  4*^  Feb^  I Answerd  Some  time  Since,  I hope 
before  this  you  have  Perfectly  Regaind  Your  health,  I wish 
you  to  Come  on  this  way.  I think  it  would  be  of  Service  to 
You  Exercise  & Change  of  Climate  would  Doubtless  be  a 
means  of  Confirming  your  health. 

Our  Brother  Buck  has  Call’d  on  me  Since  the  Rec^  of 
Your  Letter,  he  is  Dispos’d  to  do  You  Perfect  Justice,  but 
there  Seems  to  be  a Different  understanding  Respecting  the 
money  You  Let  him  have,  you  Say  part  in  Specie  he  Sayes  it 
was  all  Paper,  I had  Rather  not  be  the  Arbiter  between  you, 
I make  no  Doubt  on  Your  Seeing  Each  Other  it  would  be 
Settled  to  Mutual  Satisfaction,  I heartily  wish  you  to  Enter 
on  Some  kind  of  Business,  I Lately  Saw  a Letter  from  a 
Gentleman  at  W“®Burg  in  which  he  Sayes  “M’’  Deane  is  a 
Very  Sensible  man  & it  is  a Great  Pity  a man  of  his  Talents 
Should  Remain  So  inactive  as  he  Seems  to  do  here  for  these 
Several  Years,  at  Present  he  Seems  to  be  in  a Very  bad  State 
of  Health  & Possibly  the  inactive  Life  he  Leads  may  be  partly 
the  Occasion  of  it.” 

Let  me  intreat  you  to  Enter  on  Some  kind  of  business  if 
You  Cannot  do  Any  thing  where  You  Are  Come  this  way  And 
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if  in  my  Power  I will  help  you  to  Some  kind  of  Business, 
Any  thing  is  better  than  doing  nothing,  I am  Sensible  its 
hard  Breaking  any  habit  when  it  has  been  Any  Length  of 
Time  Continued  in. 

Our  Friend  Jo.  Webb  has  Broke  & Shut  up  I fear  he 
will  pay  but  a Trifle  on  the  pound,  Perhaps  2/6  Leonard 
Chester  has  Run  away  & Gone  into  Canada. 

I am  Dear  Brother 

Bars  De:ank 

[Superscribed]  Sime^on  Deane;  Williamsburg  Virginia 


ABRAHAM  BISHOP  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
Sir 

A considerable  absence  from  London  had  detached  me 
from  Channels  of  Information,  respecting  my  country  & my- 
self. I had  called  to  gain  this.  It  was  very  Natural  to  wish 
to  enquire  the  health  of  a Man  to  Whom  I was  under 
numerous  Obligations  & who,  I was  informed,  was  sick  & 
confined  to  his  Bed. 

My  Father  had  charged  me  to  assure  you  of  his  gratitude 
for  your  attention  to  me.  My  friends  had  requested  me  to 
gain  your  Opinion  on  the  new  Constitution,  indeed  Sir,  very 
numerous  were  the  Objects  of  my  Visit  but  all  totally 
uninteresting  to  you.  It  will  therefore  be  unbecom^  in  me  to 
trouble  you  with  them. 

Had  I been  consc[ious  of]  inexpiable  Offences,  it  Were 
Natural  to  have  avoided  rather  than  have  sought  you.  You 
will  do  me  the  greatest  favor,  by  the  Smallest  hint  on  the 
reasons  Which  you  did  not  assign.  Your  Candor  will  prevent 
your  deciding  on  any  Subject,  without  hearing  both  parties, 
the  Accuser  is  often  most  in  fault.  I can  recollect  many 
Imprudences  & follies  in  my  life,  but,  I trust,  in  all  which  may 
respect  you,  pardonable,  when  attend^  with  their  Circum- 
stances. Perhaps  not,  I undertake  no  Justification  as  I know 
not  the  Charge,  for  certainly  it  must  be  a very  considerable 
one.  Which  should  banish  me  from  the  Presence  of  a man 
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WTio  always  suffered  me  to  repose  in  him  the  greatest  Confi- 
dence. Were  it  the  Cause,  which  I presume  it  is,  I should  feel 
perfectly  at  ease. 

I wave  all  matters  of  Business  & only  request  the  favor 
of  know^  my  Offence,  y^  I may  excuse  or  condemn  myself, 
pardon  me.  Sir,  for  the  trouble  which  I give  you,  & be  assured, 
that  if  I have  injurd  you  it  must  be  imputed  to  some  other 
cause,  than  a want  of  that  respect,  with  Which  I Am,  y^ 
most  ob 

& v^  H®  Ser^ 

A Bishop 

Sunday  Morning  May  18  1788 

P.  S.  The  waiter  will  stop  a moment  to  know  whether 
at  your  leisure,  I may  expect  an  answer,  as  a State  of  doubt 
on  a Subject  highly  interest^  to  my  feelings  is  painful  AB 
M''  Deane 

[Endorsed]  A Bishop  Letff 


JOHN  FOSTER  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Dear  Sir 

I am  prevented  the  pleasure  of  calling  on  you  this 
Morning,  by  waiting  at  home  for  D^  Warren  to  see  M^®  Fos- 
ter who  has  not  been  well.  I will  see  you  before  I leave  town. 
I need  not  say  how  your  account  of  your  own  situation 
affected  me.  The  enclosed  may  answer  some  present  purpose 
&:  you  can  repay  me  at  your  Leisure,  when  you  find  your 
Affairs  reinstated. 

very  truly  yours 

John  Foster 

Aug.  14  1788. 

Bill  10  £ N°  5235  25‘^  June  1788^ 

[Endorsed]  M'’  Forsters  Lett^  Aug®'^  14‘^  1788  and  bill  of 

£10. 

1 This  line  is  written  in  another  hand,  not  Deane’s. 
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JOSEPH  PAICE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Bread  Street  Hill  [London] 
Friday  29  August  1788 
Sir 

Your  favour  of  yesterday  by  penny  Post  reminds  me  of 
not  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  former  favour  by  the 
same  conveyance.  The  papers  you  were  so  kind  as  to  enclose 
in  the  same  I have  delivered  to  M""  Cromwell  with  your  Letter 
to  Dagge  to  convey  to  him  not  immediately  recollecting 
that  Gentleman’s  place  of  residence.  Your  last  favour  makes 
mention  of  your  having  inclosed  a Letter  in  your  former  for 
W : Saltonstall  which  I suppose  to  be  an  error  of  the  pen 
not  finding  any  such  one.  I am  obliged  by  your  polite  offer 
to  render  me  your  further  assistance  in  these  affairs  if  wanted 
I shall  avail  myself  of  your  profer. 

That  you  may  some  recover  from  your  illness  is  the  wish 
of  Sir 

Your  very  humble  Serv^ 

Joseph  Paice 

[Endorsed]  Jos.  Paice  Esq^  Lett^  29^^  Aug®^  1788 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  JOHN  FOSTER 

London  Sep''  3^^  1788 

Dear  Sir 

I was  on  the  point  of  sending  you  copies  of  the  plan,  and 
proposals  which  I laid  before  Lord  Dorchester  previous  to  his 
embarking  for  his  Govern^  of  Canada,  and  of  the  Observa- 
tions which  I afterwards  sent  out  to  him,  when  I received 
your’s,  informing  Me  that  You  was  to  leave  Town  the  next 
Morning,  on  a Tour  into  the  Country,  for  some  weeks,  and 
generously  offering  me,  your  assistance,  in  the  forwarding  of 
the  Views,  and  plan,  which  I had  formed;  On  this,  I at  first 
Thought,  of  sending  you  the  packet,  which  I had  already 
made  up,  but  the  uncertainty  of  its  coming,  directly  to  your 
hands,  prevented  Me.  You  will  recollect,  that  I shew’d  you 
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Lord  Dorchesters  Letter,  in  which  he  approves  of  my  plan, 
& proposals,  and  assures  'Sle,  of  his  Attention,  8z  patronage, 
in  the  execution;  and  That  He  had  wrote  to  Lord  Sydney,  on 
the  Subject;  Also  To\^Tisends  Note,  &c.  I have  not 
hitherto  been  able,  to  wait  on  Lord  Sydney ; And  the  advanced 
season  of  the  Year,  for  a A’oyage  to  Canada,  & The  state  of 
my  health,  with  other  circumstances  have  oblig’d  !Me,  To  put 
it  oft,  untill  early  next  Spring,  when  I may  have  the  whole  of 
the  Season  before  Me,  favorable  To  my  health,  and  to  the 
business  proposed;  The  interval,  I wish  to  pass,  in  some  situa- 
tion, in  which  I may  be,  at  as  little  expence,  as  possible,  to 
perfect  my  recovery*,  and  to  prepare  for  the  proposed  under- 
taking. It  is  impossible,  to  go  into  particulars,  on  this 
Subject,  in  a Letter,  without  extending  it,  to  an  enormous 
length,  and  after  all,  one  Hours  conversation,  with  a ]\Iap  of 
the  Country*,  before  LA,  will  convey  much  clearer  Ideas  of  it; 
This  I hope  to  be  indulged  in,  on  Your  return,  & therefore, 
will  not  enter  into  particular  parts,  of  my  plan;  Lord  Dor- 
chester, who  from  his  former  Service,  & command  in  Canada, 
& from  his  present,  must  have  had,  the  best  possible  means, 
of  information  on  the  subject,  gives  his  opinion,  without 
hesitation,  that  the  plan,  is  both  practicable,  & useful;  It  is 
extremely  natural  To  set  a high  value,  on  our  own  projects, 
8z  Schemes ; whilst  disinterested  bvstanders  mav  hold  them 
proportionably  low.  But  the  present,  is  not  a sudden  project, 
it  is  what  I have  had  in  contemplation,  ever  since  the  close 
of  the  late  War,  as  what  might  one  day  be  executed,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  8z  the  certain  emolument,  of  the  con- 
cerned; Lord  Dorchester’s  opinion,  confirms  me  in  mine.  At 
all  events  it  has  this  circumstance,  in  its  favor,  that  it  may  be 
attempted  with  the  least  expence,  of  any  one,  in  which,  suc- 
cess, is  equally  probable.  To  render,  that  part  of  North 
America,  which  still  belongs  to  Great  Brittain,  of  the  most 
importance,  of  which  it  is  capable,  by  the  further  opening,  8z 
extending  its  commerce,  and  increasing  the  demand  for 
British  manufactures;  And  in  case  of  War,  To  secure  Canada, 
from  almost  a possibility,  of  being  attacked,  or  disturbed ; And 
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at  the  same  Time,  & by  the  same  measures  to  be  assured  of 
the  future  freindship,  & commerce  of  the  American  States, 
without  the  formal  obligation,  of  Treaties,  or  Alliance,  but 
by  the  most  certain,  & durable  of  all  Ties,  that  of  Interest, 
which  will  be  mutual,  must  be  an  object,  worthy  of  the 
attention,  of  the  British  ministry,  and  of  all  Those,  who  have 
it  any  way  in  their  power,  to  promote  what  is  of  so  much 
importance,  to  the  nation.  When  I say,  British  commerce,  & 
British  Interest,  I mean  to  include  Ireland;  for  after  all,  that 
I have  heard,  and  read  on  the  Subject,  I am  fully  persuaded, 
that  in  almost  every  possible  instance.  They  are  so  necessarily 
connected,  that  what  is  advantageous  to  the  one,  must  ulti- 
mately prove  so,  to  the  other ; It  is  indeed  easy  to  shew,  that  a 
Trade,  direct,  between  Ireland,  & Canada,  would,  if  well 
managed,  be  very  beneficial  to  both,  but  I have  already  made 
this  Letter,  much  longer  than  I at  first  intended,  and  there- 
fore wishing.  You  may  have  an  agreeable  Tour,  I am  with 
the  most  sincere  Esteem 

Sir  Your  most  Obed*^ 

& Very  Hum^®  Serv^ 

S Deane 

The  state  of  my  health  must  serve  as  an  apology,  for  the 
interlined,  & blotted  state  of  the  above,  being  unable  to  make 
a Copy^ 

Canada  affords  a market  for  Linnens,  plain,  & printed^ 

IL^  I put  off  sending  the  above,  expecting  at  the  Time, 
Your  return,  in  a few  days,  but  being  told  at  the  S^  Ja®  Coffee 
House  that  your  Lett^®  to  the  13^^  were  to  be  directed  to 
Chester,  I resolved  to  send  it  on,  not  without  some  appre- 
hensions, that  when  on  that  side  the  Kingdom,  you  may  be 
induced,  to  pass  over  to  the  other; 

[Superscribed]  The  right  Hon^^®  John  Foster  Esq^ 
[Endorsed]  Copy  of  Lett^  J Forster  Esq^  Sep^  3"^  & IF^  1788. 

1 This  paragraph  is  crossed  out. 
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JOHN  FOSTER  TO  SILAS  DEANE 
My  Dear  Sir 

I am  heartily  concerned  to  hear  of  your  Illness,  and  will 
have  great  pleasure  in  calling  on  you  about  one  this  day,  if 
this  hour  be  not  convenient,  dont  be  at  the  trouble  of  sending 
to  me,  I shall  be  in  your  Neighborhood  & beg  you  to  leave 
word  at  your  Door  of  any  hour  tomorrow  Even  more  Con- 
venient 

Very  truly  yours 

J.  Foster 

Monday  * 

[Endorsed]  Foster  Lett^  to  Silas  Deane  Sep^  1788 


LORD  SHEFFIELD  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Sheffield  Place  26^^  Sep : 88 

Dear  Sir 

I have  been  very  impatient  to  hear  from  you,  & was 
uneasy  that  you  did  not  write.  I applied  to  Mr  Irving  some 
time  ago  for  an  Account  of  your  Health,  but  I have  not 
heard  from  him  a long  time.  M'’®  Irving  is  gone  into  Scotland 
& probably  M^  Irving  has  taken  the  opportunity  of  making 
Excursions  into  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

A voyage  to  America  at  present  is  certainly  out  of  the 
Question,  but  I am  very  sorry  to  find  you  are  not  gone  into 
the  country,  the  best  Season  is  past  & surely  your  recovery 
wou’d  have  been  more  rapid  & more  compleat  there  than  in 
the  lowest  part  of  Westminster.  I wonder  how  you  cou’d 
bear  such  a situation.  I am  glad  however  that  you  still  talk 
of  going  into  the  Country,  but  you  have  so  long  talked  of  it, 
that  I hardly  expect  it. 

The  voyage  to  Quebec  next  year  now  seems  the  only  & 
best  plan  you  can  pursue.  Lord  Dorchester’s  patronage  is  of 
great  consequence,  & if  he  thoroughly  adopts  your  Idea,  I 
doubt  not  but  that  it  will  be  executed. 
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I return  your  Paper  which  I have  read  with  much 
pleasure  & Altho’  I do  not  hold  that  any  Treaty  is  necessary, 
or  fitting,  with  the  American  States,  yet  there  is  great  truth 
in  your  observations.  I wish  to  know  some  detail  of  the 
present  State  of  North  America  & especially  what  is  likely  to 
become  of  the  New  Federation.  That  Country  is  no  longer 
an  object  of  the  least  Attention  or  even  of  curiosity  among 
Englishmen  & not  a Man  is  to  be  met  who  troubles  himself 
with  the  subject 

I shou’d  be  glad  if  you  had  some  introduction  to  one  or 
two  of  the  Ministers,  that  you  might  interest  them  in  your 
Schemes.  My  name  wou’d  do  you  more  harm  than  good  with 
them.  I wrote  to  my  Friend  M^  Foster  the  Speaker  as  soon 
as  I found  he  was  in  London  & told  him  where  he  might  find 
you.  one  of  his  letters  mention  that  he  saw  you.  I do  not 
know  any  Body  that  cou’d  introduce  you  better  or  more 
desirous  of  serving  you  He  went  to  Cambridge  with  his  Sons 
& from  thence  to  Buxton  in  Derbyshire  intending  to  return 
to  London,  but  finding  him  self  so  far  on  his  road  to  Ireland 
he  is  gone  there  without  paying  his  respects  at  S^  James’s,  or 
what  is  worse,  at  this  place,  as  he  intended.  Lady  Sheffield 
desires  me  to  present  her  best  Comp^®  I am  Sir 
Your  most  faithfull  Ser^ 

[Superscribed]  SiIvAS  Deane  Esq: 

[Endorsed]  Lord  Sheffeild  Sep*^  26^^  1788 


BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Hartford  28^^  Sep*"  1788 

My  Dear  Brother 

It  is  So  Long  time  Since  I have  Rec*^  a Line  from  you, 
that  was  it  not  for  Enquires  made  from  Persons  Lately  in 
London  I Should  believe  you  was  Actually  Dead,  my  Last 
Accounts  Are  by  M^  Bishop  of  New  Haven  who  Sayes  he 
Lodg’d  in  the  Same  House  with  you,  he  Represents  that  You 
are  in  Very  Needy  Circumstances  & Subsist  by  the  Charity  of 
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your  friends  in  London.  One  Other  Account  I have  from  a 
Gentleman  Lately  in  London  is  that  you  are  Disorderd  in 
Body  & Mind  & have  Nothing  to  Support  you  but  the  Charity 
of  the  Americans  in  London.  Let  me  Intreat  you  to  Return 
to  this  Country  Again  you  have  friends  that  will  keep  you 
from  want.  You  Can  Compound  with  your  Creditors,  they 
have  Already  Taken  all  the  Property  you  have  in  this 
Country;  they  Can  get  no  more.  Our  Brother  Simeon  is  no 
more  he  Died  in  Virginia  the  23^  of  June  Last.  Buck  is 
now  gone  there  to  find  the  Scituation  of  his  Affairs,  he  had 
Done  no  Business  for  Several  Years  & Liv’d  Very  Intemper- 
ate the  Latter  part  of  his  Life,  I Expect  his  Affairs  Are  in  a 
Preplexed  State.  Pray  write  me  Your  Scituation  & Expecta- 
tion, I am  Very  Anxious  to  know.  It  Surprizes  me  much  that 
you  are  Silent  to  Your  friends,  it  Can  make  Your  matters  no 
worse  by  Informing  Your  Friends;  I have  a House  a Building 
in  this  Town  where  I Should  Gladly  Furnish  you  with  a 
Room,  if  You  will  Come  here.  Your  Son  is  with  me  here,  he 
Considers  himSelf  Entirely  Deserted  by  his  Father;  Pray 
write  him  if  it  is  Only  one  Line,  it  Almost  Sinks  his  Spirits 
when  he  thinks  of  his  being  Entirely  unnoticed  by  his  Father 

Jo.  Webb  keeps  Shut  up  from  his  Creditors,  I dont 
Believe  he  will  Ever  pay  2/6  on  the  Pound.  Your  House  is 
Priz’d  of  to  the  Heirs  of  Ja®  M^Evers.  Every  Other  thing 
that  Can  be  got  hold  on  is  Taken  by  Attachments. 

You  have  Left  a Note  Ag^  John  Benton  which  he  Sayes 
he  paid  You  in  a Yoke  of  Shipping  Oxen  & Some  Tallow,  he 
has  Tallow  Creditted  him  Ab^  the  Time  he  mentions  which 
was  Credited  on  Acc^  The  Note  is  in  Ex°  Ag^  him,  he  want 
you  to  write  Acknowledging  the  Rec^  of  the  Cattle  & Tallow 
to  Discharge  the  Ex°,  I inform^  him  if  he  Could  make  it 
Appear  it  had  been  paid  I would  Stop  the  Ex®.  I Never 
intermeddle  with  Politicks  therefore  will  Say  Little  Ab^  them. 
Times  are  as  Quiet  here  as  they  were  Seven  Years  before  the 
Warr. 

Your  Name  is  Scarse  Ever  mention’d;  what  is  Done  with 
Your  Demand  Ag*^  Congress;  Col.  Wadsworth  is  a Member 
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& pretty  Buisey  in  Politicks;  Our  Connexion  keeps  on,  We 
Distill  Sixty  Thousand  Gall®  of  Rum  a Year  & import  the 
Molas®  to  make  it  from. 

I never  knew  Cash  So  Scarse  before  Since  I Did  Busi- 
ness, we  do  all  in  a Manner  by  Barter,  There  is  a Woolen 
Manufactory  Began  here  this  Summer,  there  is  Ab*^  Twenty 
Persons  Concern’d  in  it,  I Expect  they  will  find  it  worth 
Persuing  there  is  no  want  of  Wool.  The  Nailing  Buisness 
increases  & Are  Sold  Cheaper  than  Can  be  imported,  we  buy 
them  for  4"^  pet  Sterling  & better  Nails  than  is  made  in 
England. 

This  Countrey  must  Manufactor  for  they  have  no  money 
to  purchase  with,  all  the  East  India  goods  wanted  is  imported 
Directly  from  India  here.  I Cannot  Close  this  Letter  without 
Urging  You  to  write  me  & Your  Son,  Also  to  Advise  you  to 
Leave  Europe  & Come  to  this  Countrey 

I am  my  Dear  Brother  Y^® 

Bars  Deane. 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Deane  Esq^  To  the  Care  of  Doctor 

Bancroft  London  per  Pack^ 

[Endorsed]  Bar®  Deanes  LetP  sep^  28^^  1788 

SILAS  DEANE  TO  JOHN  FOSTER 

London  OcD  28th  1788 

Dear  Sir 

I wrote,  & a few  days  since,  & inclosed,  with  my  letter, 
my  Observations,  & remarks,  on  a plan  for  extending  the 
commerce  of  Canada  with  Great  Brittain,  & Ireland  &c,  & 
made  up  the  whole  in  a packet,  and  requested  a Freind,  to 
forward  it  by  some  private  hand,  but  not  meeting  with  any, 
He  put  it  into  the  post  Office,  which  may  cause  an  expence, 
which  he  did  not  think  of  at  the  Time,  & obliges  me  to  say 
thus  much  to  explain  the  mistake.  My  health  is  much  better, 
since  my  last,  & I am  in  hopes  of  a perfect  reestablishment, 
if  I can  fix  an  Object  to  draw  the  Attention  of  my  mind,  from 
the  past,  & present.  To  something  more  agreeable  in  future. 
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In  my  situation,  one  is  too  much  disposed  to  be  sanguine  on 
the  success  of  a favorite  plan,  however  groundless,  or  imprac- 
ticable, it  may  appear  to  an  impartial,  & disinterested  judge  of 
it;  To  you  therefore  as  such,  I take  the  Liberty  of  applying, 
for  your  Opinion  on  the  Subject,  & that  you  will  favor  Me, 
as  soon  as  you  shall  have  had  leisure  to  examine  it,  with  a 
Letter,  directed  to  care  of  Doc^  Ed'^  Bancroft  N°  21.  Charlotte 
Street  Rathbone  place.  I am  now  in  lodgings  near  Hyde  park 
corner  for  the  benefit  of  the  Air,  but  as  I may  remove,  a 
Letter  will  be  the  most  certain  of  coming  to  my  hands,  directed 
as  above.  My  most  respectful  compliments  to  M*”®  Forster,  & 
hope  that  her  health,  has  mended  by  her  Journey.  I am  with 
great  respect 

Dear  sir  your  most  Obed^ 

& very  Hum^®  serv^ 

S Deane 

N.  B.  sent  the  LetB  Nov^  5^*^  & so  dated 
[Endorsed]  Copy  of  a LetB  To  J Foster  Esq**  Nov:  5^^  1788 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  LORD  SHEFFIELD 

Chapel  Street,  N®  7 Nov**  25'"*  1788 

R‘  Hon^  Lord  Sheepeied 

Sir 

I have  not  heard  from  your  Lordship,  since  yours  of  the 
26***  of  Sep**  past.  I hoped  that  the  late  meeting  of  ParF, 
would  have  brought  you  to  Town.  I have  recovered  my 
health,  since  my  removal  to  my  present  Lodgings,  to  as  great 
a degree,  as  I could  expect,  for  the  Time,  and  beyond  the 
expectations  of  my  Freinds.  I have  not  waited  on  Any  of  the 
Ministers;  the  present  crisis  renders  it  extremely  difficult,  to 
know  how  to  proceed,  in  such  an  Affair.  A general  change 
of  Ministers,  is  confidently  talked  of,  on  the  appointment  of  a 
regency,  which  now  appears  inevitable,  & that  it  must  take 
place  immediately,  on  the  reassembling  of  Parliament.  In 
this  situation,  I have  thought  it  most  prudent  not  to  urge  my 
proposals,  but  to  wait  for  an  event,  which,  whatever  it  may 
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be,  cannot  be  very  distant,  and  confident  that  your  Lordship 
will  be  in  Town,  at  the  Time,  and  favor  me,  with  your  advice, 
on  the  subject  before  me.  I have  seen  Co^  Holland  who  as 
engineer,  surveyed  and  drew  Charts,  of  all  the  northern  parts 
of  America,  that  is  from  New  York  Northward,  and  paticu- 
larly  of  Lake  Champlain,  & of  the  Country  adjacent,  and  he 
confirms  me  in  the  Idea,  of  the  practicability  of  my  proposed 
plan,  for  an  inland  navigation,  between  Canada,  & the 
northern,  & eastern,  of  the  american  States.  I am  still  with- 
out any  thing  from  America,  of  either  a private,  or  public 
nature,  there  has  indeed  been  no  late  arrivals,  from  that 
quarter,  especially  from  the  northern  States;  there  cannot  be 
any  thing  very  interesting  from  thence,  untill  the  meeting  of 
the  delegates  for  the  new  system  of  Government,  which  I am 
a little  impatient  for,  to  see  how  far  my  predictions  will  be 
verified,  or  things  put  in  a train,  for  such  an  event.  I have 
the  satisfaction,  of  learning  from  Co^  Hollands  Account,  that 
the  execution  of  my  plan,  will  not  be  attended  with  the  labor, 
or  expence,  which  I apprehended,  & calculated  for.  A Gentle- 
man of  my  acquaintance  from  Connecticut,  Co*  Fitch,  who 
distinguished  himself,  in  the  War  of  1755  on  the  frontiers,  of 
the  then  british  Colonies,  & in  Canada,  and  became  intimately 
acquainted  with  Lord  Dorchester,  but  became  unpopular,  dur- 
ing the  late  contest,  by  being  suspected  of  being  in  favor  of 
the  british  Interest,  lately  made  a proposal  to  Lord  Dor- 
chester, of  taking  up  a large  Tract  of  Land,  on  the  frontiers, 
between  the  New  England,  & Canadian  Settlements,  but  within 
the  british  jurisdiction,  somewhere  between  Lake  Champlain, 
the  River  Lawrence,  & the  Sorrel,  & to  bring  Settlers  with 
him  from  New  England.  Lord  Dorchester  approved  of  his 
proposals,  and  wrote  to  the  Minister,  on  the  subject;  The 
answer  of  the  Minister  is,  that  Government  have  resolved  to 
hold  that  Tract  of  Country  unsettled,  as  a barrier,  between 
Canada,  & New  England;  have  these  great  Men  forgot,  that 
Arnold,  passed  an  extent  of  Country,  or  barrier,  if  they  please, 
of  Ten  Times  this  extent,  and  with  Tenfold  the  natural 
Obstructions,  at  the  head  of  a few  Hundred  only  of  his 
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Countrymen,  half  naked,  & starved,  and  appeared  before  the 
Capital  of  that  Country?  and  can  they  expect  that  this  small 
Tract,  (in  comparison,)  of  unsettled  land,  will  serve  as  a 
barrier,  to  the  british  possessions  in  Canada  ? I do  not 
recollect,  ever  meeting  with  any  thing,  in  politics,  more  ri- 
diculously absurd ; and  to  render  this  still  more  so,  Lord 
Dorchester  has  the  power,  of  granting  Lands,  to  individuals 
who  apply,  & on  the  receipt  of  this  resolution,  of  the  Minis- 
ters, made  out  a grant  to  his  old  Freind,  Co^  Fitch,  of  Four 
Thousand  Acres  of  Land,  to  lay  it  where  he  chose,  on  Lands 
not  before  settled ; others  will  follow  the  example.  I had  this 
from  the  Brother,  of  Co^  Fitch,  long  since  in  London,  one  of 
the  loyalists ; I should  otherways,  have  not  easily  given  credit 
to  it.  from  many  causes,  not  to  be  resisted  by  politicians,  all 
that  Country,  between  New  England,  & New  York  on  the 
South,  & Canada  on  the  North,  will  become  a settled,  & popu- 
lous, and  as  I have  shewn  in  the  paper,  which  your  Lordship 
has  read,  & approved  of,  and  as  the  situation  of  the  Country 
makes  self  evident,  those  inhabitants  can  never  find  a Market, 
for  the  sales  of  their  produce,  or  purchasing  what  they  want, 
but  through  this  channel  which  I propose  to  open,  & To  reim- 
burse myself,  by  keeping  the  key  in  my  hands.  I am  credibly 
informed  that  the  transportation,  or  land  carriage  of  Goods 
round  those  rapids,  already  amounts  to  little,  if  any  thing 
short  of  Two  Thousand  pounds  annually;  if  it  amount  to  one 
half,  it  is  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest,  of  the 
capital,  requisite  to  carry  my  proposed  plan  into  execution. 
But  whatever  the  amount  of  the  carriage  may  be,  at  This 
Time,  The  quantity  of  Goods,  & produce,  to  find  a passage 
this  way,  are  now,  & must  for  a long  Term  to  come  be  increas- 
ing rapidly,  especially,  when  by  water  carriage,  transportation 
will  be  rendered  easy,  & safe.  The  Timber,  now  an  obstacle 
to  The  settler,  as  he  must  cut  it  down,  & burn  it,  before  he  can 
cultivate  his  Lands,  will  then  become  an  object,  of  real  value, 
& The  same,  of  many  other  things.  Your  Lordship  must 
excuse  my  prolixity,  I am  on  a Subject  which  for  some  Time 
since,  has  engrossed  my  whole  attention,  and  do  not  reflect. 
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(being  mounted  on  my  hobby  horse,)  how  much  I may  try 
the  patience,  of  those  to  whom  I write.  And  as  it  serves,  at 
least.  To  amuse  me,  & To  expel  those  disagreeable  reflections, 
which  by  no  means  tend,  to  the  recovery  of  my  health,  I am 
perhaps  but  too  ready  to  indulge  myself,  by  giving  full  scope 
to  the  play,  of  [my]  prospect,  and  hopes,  however  imagin- 
ary. I hope  soon  to  wait  [ jdship  in  Town,  as  I 

presume  You  will  be  in  Town,  on  th[  ] 

Parliament;  my  most  respectful  compliments  To  L[ 

] and  am  with  great  respect 

Your  Lordships  much  Ob[  ] 

& very  Hum®  Serv^ 

[ ] 

I shall  call  as  heretofore,  in  Downing  Street  for  Letters, 
where  it  is  better  to  have  them  left,  than  given  to  The  penny 
post. 

After  my  writing  the  above,  I was  told,  that  You  would 
be  in  Town  in  the  course  of  this  Week,  I therefore  leave  it  at 
your  House,  only  repeating  my  request  That  Your  Lordship 
will  give  me,  the  first  leisure  hour  You  have,  after  Your 
arrival,  as  I am  very  anxious  to  have  Your  advice,  to  direct 
my  proceedings. 

Sunday  Morning. 

[Endorsed]  Copy  of  Lett^  to  Lord  Sheffeild 


BARNABAS  DEANE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Hartford  6^^  Dec*”  1788 

Dear  Brother 

Yours  of  Aug^  10^^  is  Just  to  Come  to  hand  the  Contents 
of  which  gives  me  pain  Altho’  from  Reports  it  was  not 
unexpected,  I must  beg  of  you  to  Leave  London,  what  Can 
you  Expect  by  Staying  there  but  Beggery  & Distress,  I have 
not  the  Least  Expectation  of  Your  Ever  doing  any  kind  of 
Buisness  Again,  I Judge  from  what  is  Past,  I will  willingly 
find  a Home  for  you  if  you  will  Come  to  this  Place  where  I 
have  a good  House  Partly  Built,  Your  Creditors  will  not  find 
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it  to  be  worth  their  Attention  to  put  you  to  Goal;  it  is  Abso- 
lutely out  of  my  Power  to  Remit  you  money  to  London  I have 
been  & am  Still  much  Crouded  for  money  my  Old  Debts  are 
not  all  paid  off:  I am  now  Sued  for  £300.  & the  Building  a 
House  8z  Store  has  & Still  makes  Calls  on  me  for  money  much 
Faster  than  I Can  Raise  it,  I am  Notwithstanding  willing  to 
be  Security  for  you  for  £50  Sterling,  Provided  you  Leave 
England.  I will  not  mention  what  is  past  as  it  will  be  of  no 
Service,  I wish  you  may  do  or  at  Least  that  Lord  Dorchester 
may  do  Something  for  you  altho’  I have  no  Expectation  from 
that  or  Any  Other  Quarter  that  you  will  Recieve  any  Advan- 
tage from;  Great  mens  Promisses  are  Often  words  of  Course; 
if  a man  Can  help  him  Self  they  may  Possibly  do  Something 
for  him  more  than  Bare  words.  I make  no  Doubt  you  have 
Ofen  Observ’d  it  & I Believe  Experienced;  Your  Projections 
& inventions  might  Possibly  be  of  Some  Service  to  you  in 
Some  Other  Country  but  where  you  Are. 

I wrote  you  Sometime  Past  of  the  Death  of  Brother 
Simeon  in  Virginia  which  Event  happened  On  23^  June  Last, 
his  Affairs  were  much  in  Confusion  Owing  to  the  Countrey 
he  was  in  & partly  to  his  Own  Negligence  & intemperance. 
Cap^  Buck  & my  Self  are  Executors  to  his  will.  Col.  Wads- 
worth has  Repeatedly  told  me  that  if  you  had  or  would  make 
Out  Your  Acc^  Ag^  Shomo  that  Something  might  be  got  hold 
on  in  this  Countrey.  I Also  Believe  that  you  might  get  Some 
part  of  Your  Debt  from  Congress  if  it  Could  be  Properly 
Stated  & Sent  here. 

Nothing  would  give  me  greater  Pleasure  than  to  hear  you 
had  Recoverd  Your  Health  & Spirits  Again  & had  Actually 
Left  England  or  at  Least  London  in  Letters  I have  Seen 
from  there  your  friends  wish  you  to  Leave  it  & Either  Come 
to  America  or  Go  to  Some  Cheaper  Place  to  Live  at;  Of  all 
Places  in  the  world  I Should  Suppose  London  the  Last  for 
a man  to  be  at  that  had  Neither  Money,  Health,  or  Buisness, 
I will  add  no  more  on  So  Disagreeable  a Subject.  Your  Son 
is  Still  with  me,  he  has  no  Further  Tho^®  of  Comeing  to 
Europe,  he  Improves  in  Buisness  & is  Steady,  his  misfortune 
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is  in  not  being  Early  put  to  it.  Our  Brother  & Sister  Buck 
Are  Very  well,  I hope  I Shall  Soon  See  You  here  or  hear 
You  Are  in  Canada 

I am  Bro^  y^® 

Bar®  Ddane 

[Endorsed]  Bar®  Deanes  EetB  Dec^  6^^  1788  to  Silas  Deane 
SILAS  DEANE  TO  LORD  SHEFFIELD 

Dear  Sir 

I sent  your  Lordship  some  days  since,  a few  observations, 
&c  in  addition  to  those  previously  laid  before  You,  & am  very 
desirous  of  one  hours  conversation  on  the  Subject.  I flatter 
myself,  that  my  health  is  returning,  but  the  severity  of  the 
season  retards  its  progress,  & makes  it  disagreeable  to  go  out 
at  an  early  hour,  & I presume  that  in  the  present  state  of 
public  affairs.  Your  Lordship  is  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
day  engaged.  Though  my  business  is  not  so  instantly  press- 
ing, yet  I want  your  advice,  & direction,  either  to  urge,  or  to 
suspend  my  application  to  the  Minister  at  the  present  crisis. 
It  has  been  given  out,  that  on  the  appointment  of  the  Regent, 
Lord  Dorchester  will  be  recalled,  if  so  it  may  be  of  importance 
to  me,  in  my  pursuit,  as  I must  begin  de  novo  with  his 
successor.  I wish  that  Your  Lordship  might  be  the  person ; 
And  setting  aside  interested  motives,  for  such  a wish,  I can 
with  great  sincerity  say,  that  I do  not  beleive,  there  is  a Man 
in  the  Nation,  capable  of  rendering  equal  service  to  the  public 
in  that  station,  with  Your  Lordship;  And  I am  confident,  that 
it  is,  of  all  others  The  department,  the  best  adapted  to  your 
active  Turn  of  mind,  & in  which,  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
commercial  Interests  of  this  Nation,  & of  the  course,  & effects 
of  commerce  in  general.  You  would  find  Yourself  the  most  at 
home  in  & be  able  to  render  the  most  extensive,  & permanent 
services  to  both  Countries.  Though  my  not  being  able  to  go 
for  America,  this  season,  and  from  the  state  of  my  health, 
being  unable  to  be  so  active  as  I wish  for  in  preparation,  do 
not  appear  to  call  for,  an  immediate  determination  on  my 
future  proceeding;  Yet  if  I pursue  my  plan,  of  going  to 
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Canada  by  the  first  spring  ships,  it  is  of  importance  to  Me  to 
form  my  arrangements  as  early  as  possible,  and  this  makes 
me  the  more  anxious  on  the  subject. 

I shall  call  in  Downing  street,  & if  I do  not  meet  with 
Your  Lordship  shall  leave  This,  with  my  request  for  a few 
lines,  to  let  Me  know  if  the  paper  I refer  to  came  to  hand,  & 
generally  your  Opinion  of  its  contents,  untill  I can  be  able  to 
wait  on  you,  & to  discuss  the  subject  more  minutely,  which 
I hope  to  do  as  early  as  may  be,  consistent  with  your  more 
important  engagements.  In  the  mean  time  I have  the  honor 
To  be,  with  great  respect 

Your  Lordships  most  Obed^ 

Hum®  serv^ 

S Deane 

Chapel  Street  N®  7.  Dec’’  26^*^  1788 

Right  Hon^®  Lord  Sheeeeied. 

[Endorsed]  Lett^  Lord  Sheffeild  Copy.  Dec*"  28^^  1788 

JOSEPH  PAICE  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

M^  Joseph  Paice  presents  Compliments  to  M^  Deane  and 
requests  the  favour  of  him  to  acquaint  M^  Cromwell  of  Essex 
Street  whether  his  Relation  M^  Win^  Saltonstall  of  New 
London  is  a married  man,  if  so  what  family  he  has.  M^  Paice 
will  be  also  obliged  to  M*"  Deane  to  give  him  before  the  first 
Wednesday  in  next  Month  a general  account  of  his  own  health, 
which  he  will  communicate  to  M^  Saltonstall  according  to  his 
desire. 

Bread  Street  Hill  Friday  9 January  1789 
[Endorsed]  M^  Paice  Note  Jan^  9*^^  1789  rec*^  24^^  ans*^  25*^ 

by  writing  to  M^  Cromwell 

WINTHROP  saltonstall  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Silas  Deane  Esq  London 
Dear  Brother 

Your  Favour  1®*^  February  last  I received  under  Cover 
from  M'’  Paice  15^*^  ult®  am  rejoiced  that  your  Health  is 
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recruiting  and  have  pleasing  Hopes  of  Embraceing  you  ere 
long  in  your  native  Country  and  as  one  of  my  Family  than 
which  nothing  would  be  more  agreeable. 

By  the  Publications  from  your  Side  the  Atlantic  its 
probable  his  Majesty  is  now  recruited  and  the  Wheels  of 
Government  are  now  in  full  Motion  the  Inns  fixed  firmly  in 
from  whence  the  outs  are  discomposed  but  still  harmonize  in 
Exertions  where  the  great  and  general  Good  is  in  prospect. 

We  in  this  Country  with  a Washington  at  the  Head 
begin  to  realize  a National  Existance  from  whence  Vigour 
and  Energy  is  expected  as  yet  the  System  is  in  Embrio  but 
much  is  expected  from  its  Members  of  Wisdom  and  Efficacy. 
I am  not  in  contact  with  the  Fountain  my  Circle  is  pretty 
generally  confined  to  my  Official  Concerns  so  that  I can  give 
you  very  little  Information  that  will  be  of  Importance.  I have 
however  full  Confidence  that  they  will  very  soon  arrange 
Matters  so  as  to  bring  the  public  Credit  into  better  Repute 
(and  by  the  by  I am  not  without  Hopes  that  if  you  was  in 
this  Country  your  personal  Presence  might  induce  an  Honour- 
able adjustment  of  your  old  Con:  Affairs).  As  an  Evidence 
of  what  may  be  done  Manufactures  have  certainly  taken  a 
great  Start  in  this  Country  and  are  daily  increasing  in  a more 
rapid  Degree  than  our  most  Sanguin  Seven  Years  past  had 
any  Expectations  of  your  Ingenuity  may  afford  great  Aid  to 
the  Mechanical  Powers  already  set  in  Motion  in  different 
Parts  of  this  Country  as  well  as  open  new  Scenes  for  the 
Purpose. 

I forwarded  your  leter  to  B.  D.  imediately  on  the  Day  of 
the  receipt  he  has  it  no  doubt. 

Your  Friends  in  this  Country  generally  in  Health  my 
Family  join  in  affectionate  Salutes  with  your  Affectionate 

WiN^  Sartonstarr 

New  London  May  14,  1789 

P.  S.  I hope  to  hear  many  Minutia  respecting  the 
Mannor  of  Killingly  on  your  arrival  in  this  Country  A Dock- 
ing of  the  Entail  is  in  agitation,  what  think  you  of  it? 
[Superscribed]  Silas  Deane  Esq.  London  via  New  York 
[Endorsed]  Winthrop  Saltonstall  Esq^  Lett^  1789 
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THEODORE  HOPKINS  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Sir 

Since  I had  the  pleasure  to  see  you  I have  been  on  the 
look  out  for  vessells  bound  to  Boston  & New  York,  CapH 
Callahan  has  a small  Brig“  of  90  or  100  Tons  which  he  says 
will  clear  at  the  customs  on  friday  next  & sail  on  Saturday 
for  Boston,  but  as  this  GenH  generally  gives  out  an  earlier 
day  for  his  ships  sailing  than  their  Actual  departure,  I dare 
say  you  may  be  in  time  for  a passage  in  his  Brig^  any  day 
next  week,  this  is  the  only  vessell  now  up  for  Boston. 
M*’  Grosset  has  a fine  Am.  Brig^  of  200  Tons  which  is  adver- 
tised for  New  York  to  sail  the  20^^  and  I dont  imagin  he  will 
exceed  this  time  many  days.  In  either  of  these  vessells  I have 
no  doubt  you  can  have  a passage  as  the  one  for  Boston  is 
small  & has  already  a number  of  passengers  engaged,  I doubt 
if  you  can  be  as  well  accomodated  there,  as  to  New  York,  for 
Canada  there  are  none  but  what  have  been  repeatedly  ment'^ 
to  you.  This  morn®  we  have  an  arrival  from  New  York,  The 
Betsy  CapH  Mesnard  a constant  tradre,  who  I dare  say  will 
not  lye  in  port  more  than  a month,  before  he  will  be  on  his 
voyage  again,  for  N York  when  you  will  have  another  opp*^ 
I am  with  regard  Y^  Hble  Serv^ 

Theodore  Hopkins 

Sise  lane  Tuesday  9 June  1789 

Deane  wrote  M**  Hopins  the  10^*^ 

[Superscribed]  Sieas  Deane  N°  7 Chapel  Street  Lock 
Hospital 

[Endorsed]  Theodore  Hopkins  Letter  London  June  1789  de 
passage 

WILLIAM  WINTHROP  TO  BARNABAS  DEANE 

& COMPANY 

New  London  18^^  June  1789 

Mess'"®  Barn®  Deane  & C° 

Gentl 

I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I have  not  been  able  to 
procure  the  remainder  of  the  Oats  for  you.  I observed  to 
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you  in  my  last  that  I had  a prospect  of  getting  them  from 
Cap^  Pebody  at  Norwich  since  which  he  wrote  me,  he  could 
not  dispose  of  them  at  any  price,  I made  no  doubt  I should 
get  them  by  Advertising  to  pay  Cash  for  them,  but  have  not 
had  a Bushel  offer’d  to  me,  the  Vessells  that  have  lately  Saild 
from  this,  with  Horses,  have  taken  Corn  in  lieu  of  Oats  for 
them,  as  Oats  were  not  to  be  had,  Virginia  Corn  is  selling  here 
at  3/6  P Bushel,  and  the  quantity  necessary  for  your  Sloop 
may  be  had,  should  you  think  best  to  have  it  purchased  you 
will  please  to  signify  it  to  me,  there  is  several  Vessells  daily 
expected  from  Virginia  with  Corn,  should  they  arrive  soon  it 
will  reduce  the  price  of  that  Article,  I am  GentP  with  Esteem 

Your  most  Hble  Servh 

WlIvUAM  WiNTHROP. 

[Superscribed]  Messr®  Barn®  Deanf  & C®  Merch^®  Hartford 
[Endorsed]  W Winthrop  June  1789 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  GEYER  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Boston  15*^  July  1789 

Dear  Sir 

myself  & family  received  great  pleasure  On  receipt  of 
your  esteemed  fav^  of  the  4^*^  Ap^  p Davis  but  would  have 
been  much  more  so  had  you  arrived  with  him,  which  I was 
in  some  hopes  would  have  been  the  Case  I am  happy  to  find 
that  your  Health  is  restablished  & that  you  have  not  given 
over  the  thoughts  of  paying  us  a Visit  in  this  Country  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  I could  have  wished  it  had  been  direct  for 
this  place,  but  you  must  be  the  best  Judge  of  your  Own 
feelings  & prospects  and  have  only  to  observe  come  when  you 
will  you  will  receive  a sincear  friendly  welcome  by  me  and 
my  family,  our  mutual  friend  Jeffries  has  always  Ment*^  you 
in  his  Letters  to  be  in  the  strongest  terms  of  friendship  and  as 
a man  of  feeling  for  your  situation,  my  losses  in  this  Country 
Surpass  all  beleafe,  but  I still  hope  to  get  the  better  of  all  my 
Difficulties  & by  attention  & perseverence  to  support  myself 
& family  with  reputation  though  I may  not  possess  so  large  a 
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property,  yet  I will  be  content  & injoy  the  Little  I have  left, 
I am  engaged  in  the  sugar  Bakeing  Bussiness,  Sailcloth  Manu- 
factory and  Glass  Manufacture,  the  first  I carry  On  wholly  by 
myself  the  Second  is  a well  established  manufactory  and 
employs  about  two  hundred  people,  of  which  I am  One  fourth 
Owner,  connected  with  Gentlemen  of  the  first  reputation  & 
fourtune  in  town.  Capital  employed  is  about  four  thousand 
pounds  Currancy,  equal  to  three  Thousand  pounds  sterling  and 
their  is  nothing  wanting  to  make  this  a flurishing  and  pro- 
ductive Branch  of  Bussiness  but  the  want  of  a few  ex- 
pearenced  weavers,  we  now  make  from  25  to  30  pieces  of 
Duck  weekly  whereas  our  Looms  are  capeable  of  producing 
from  40  to  50  pieces  p week  worked  by  people  acquainted  with 
the  Bussiness,  but  I think  our  Superintendent  has  great  merit 
in  bringing  it  to  the  perfection  he  has,  being  only  about  10 
months  since  we  began,  the  whole  conducted  by  raw  hands 
taught  by  him,  he  was  brought  up  in  the  Bussiness  with  his 
father  at  Bristol  who  carried  it  on  for  near  30  years,  and 
appears  a sober,  honest  industrious  man 

The  Glass  house  I am  One  Sixth  part  Owner  we  have 
erected  a Brick  Building  equal  in  Size  &c  to  any  I have  seen 
in  Europe  the  wharf  stores,  houses  & out  build^®  stands  us 
in  between  three  & four  thousand  pounds  Currency  the  Situa- 
tion & conveniences  Annexed  are  undoubtedly  equal  to  any  I 
Know  Kelp,  sand.  Clay  & every  Other  Material  necessary  for 
the  making  Glass  we  have  the  best  and  in  great  abundance, 
we  have  also  a patent  for  14  years  the  exclusive  right  of 
making  all  Kinds  of  Glass,  exempt  from  Duty,  and  other 
privileges  to  the  workmen,  such  as  exemption  from  Taxes 
Millitary  Duty  &c  but  for  the  want  of  expearencd  workmen 
in  making  brown  window  Glass  the  works  have  stood  Still  for 
Six  months  past,  we  did  not  foresee  the  Difficulty  in  procuring 
such  mean  from  England  workmen  of  other  nations  we  do  not 
wish,  as  we  esteeme  the  English  to  be  the  best  in  that  Line, 
we  have  made  Several  attempts  to  procure  even  a good  fore- 
man but  as  yet  without  affect,  if  we  could  Only  get  a man 
perfectly  Acquainted  with  every  Branch  of  the  Bussiness  he 
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would  soon  be  able  to  teach  our  Americans  to  work  at  the 
Several  Branches,  we  would  pay  his  passage,  alow  him  Ample 
wages  for  as  many  years  as  he  should  choose  to  contract  for, 
and  if  he  inclined  take  him  in  as  a partner  in  the  Bussiness, 
alow  him  a good  house  free  from  rent  or  Taxes,  if  he  could 
bring  with  him  an  expert  Glass  cutter  & potmaker  with  some 
others  it  would  be  more  agreeable  they  shall  all  have  their 
passages  paid  & put  in  pay  on  their  Arrival,  the  Company 
consits  of  Gentlemen  of  the  first  independent  fortunes  in  the 
state  & will  act  on  the  most  Liberal  termes  to  a person  of  the 
above  discription  he  must  be  a man  of  sober  life  & manners 
& of  Good  Character  otherwise  it  may  lessen  the  confidence 
we  wish  to  have  in  the  man  we  intrust  with  the  sole  manage- 
ment 

if  you  or  any  of  your  connections  could  procure  us  such 
a person,  without  the  risk  of  incurrng  the  penalty  of  the  Law 
against  inticing  or  influencing  people  of  that  Discription  leav- 
ing England  they  would  do  us  an  essential  piece  of  Service, 
but  by  no  means  wish  any  friend  to  run  the  risk  of  injury  to 
himself  the  spirit  for  manufacture  is  Very  great  in  this  state 
& Connecticut,  and  will  increase  in  the  course  of  another  year 
to  the  Astonishment  of  the  old  Countries.  I beg  you  will 
previoues  to  your  leaving  England,  establish  a Corrispondence 
with  some  person  in  whom  you  can  confide  to  exacute  any 
orders  you  may  forward  to  them  to  be  exacuted  for  this 
Country  Geyer  & family  are  well  & Join  in  Compliments 
to  you  and  I remain  with  the  hopes  of  seeing  you  soon  in 
America  your  real  & sincear  friend 

& Very  humble  servant 

Fred^  Ge^ykr 

P S.  the  federal  Congress’s  proceedings  you  will  be 
much  better  informed  from  the  newspapers,  than  any  informa- 
tion I can  give  you,  in  General  they  appear  Liberal  & are 
approved  by  the  people  at  large  in  fact  the  people  of  this 
Country  at  present  are  more  Liberal  in  civil  & religious  princi- 
pals than  any  nation  in  the  world 

SiivAS  Deane  Esq^ 

[Endorsed]  F W.  Geyer  LetP  to  Silas  Deane  July  1789 
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FREDERICK  WILEIAjM  GEYER  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

Boston  May  1789 

Dear  Sir 

I have  your  fav^  of  the  6^^^  Feb^  last,  and  thank  you  for 
your  information  & opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  steam 
Engine  for  the  manufacture  of  snuff  8z  Telou  and  agree  with 
you  that  both  must  turn  out  profitable  in  a Country  that  has 
a fixed  & Settled  Government,  but  I am  sorr^"  to  say  that  is 
not  the  case  at  present  in  any  of  the  States  of  America,  the 
people  at  large  are  disatisfied,  and  a change  from  the  present 
or  a total  revolution  must  take  place  before  any  plans  of 
Bussiness  can  be  adopted  with  safety,  a patent  can  be  of  no 
use  unless  it  is  from  Congress,  and  not  from  them  till  they 
are  Vested  with  much  more  Authority  than  they  possess  at 
this  [time.]  Great  expectations  are  formed  from  the  con- 
vention that  is  to  meet  this  dav  from  the  different  states  at 

•/ 

Philadelphia  nothing  can  in  my  opinion  be  determined 
[ ] of  their  deliberations  are  Known  as  soon 

[as  any]  thing  can  be  adopted  with  safety,  I have  3 or  4 
mo[nied]  men  here  that  stand  ready  to  engage  in  any  manu- 
f actor}’  [ ] the  appear ence  of  being  benifical. 

Nay  they  are  satisfied  that  nothing  can  save  the  Country,  but 
attention  to  th[eir]  manufacturing  every  thing  possible  within 
themselves  Hancocks  again  comeing  into  the  chair  as 
Governor  for  this  year,  has  dampted  the  spirits  of  all  most  all 
the  men  of  property  in  this  state,  fearing  that  it  will  be  a loose 
Goverm^  and  that  he  will  countence  paper  money  & tender 
acts  &c  but  for  my  own  part  I have  no  such  fears,  having 
repeatedly  heard  him  express  his  utmost  abhorance  & detesta- 
tion of  all  such  dishonest  & disgracefull  proceedings,  I am 
rather  of  Opinion  that  if  he  gets  a good  house  & Senate,  he 
will  make  the  Goverm^  more  firm  & respectable,  than  it  has 
been  since  [ ] 

So  much  for  politicks.  [ ] rest  satisfied  that 

nothing  will  be  attempted  by  me  [ ] business 

prepared  without  your  consent,  and  the  termes  made  intireley 
to  your  satisfaction,  an  estimate  may  be  necessary  to  have  by 
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me  so  as  to  embrace  the  first  Opportunity  to  engage  some 
monied  man  or  men  in  the  Bussiness  with  us,  and  perhaps  if 
things  in  this  Country  should  take  a more  favourable  turn 
than  what  is  at  present  expected,  you  may  be  induced  to 
return,  by  which  you  might  benefit  your  self  and  be  of  great 
use  to  the  Country,  I am  satisfied  you  would  be  well  recued 
by  all  the  first  people  here  but  this  as  well  as  the  plan  of  steam 
Engine  must  rest  till  the  prospects  are  more  eligiable,  when 
they  are  you  shall  have  the  most  earliest  information. 

I Know  not  what  unfavourable  representation  Ingra- 
[ha]m  can  have  made  against  me  excepting  that  of  hav[ing] 
[prejssed  him  hard  for  monies  advanced  for  his  acco^  2 & 3 
[y]ears  ago  if  any  other  he  must  answer  for  them  and  if  any 
Trustees  have  been  led  away  by  any  representations  that 
[ ] Parker  have  made  & have  in  consequence  of 

such  representations  cancelled  the  steps  I have  taken  here  to 
Secure  [ ] against  him,  they  must  bear 

any  loss  that  may  arise,  but  in  fact  I yet  remain  unacquainted 
with  what  they  have  done  with  him,  you  no  doubt  ere  this 
have  heard  that  mumfords  & Rodman  have  closed  their  Doors 
in  consequence  of  a Demand  on  them  for  Goods  sold  by 
Shaler  & Sebor,  for  acco*^  of  Geyer,  Delelande  & Teynjegg  and 
I fear  I shall  be  a great  sufferer  by  them  in  my  private 
Capacity,  in  fact  I have  met  with  nothing  but  losses  & brosses 
for  this  three  years  past,  and  have  nearly  lost  all  my  spirits. 
I will  conclude  with  hopes  of  better  times  & Comp^®  from  my 
family,  your  friend  &c. 

Fred*^  Geyer 

[SiEAS  De]ane  Esq^ 


SAMUEL  PETERS  TO  SILAS  DEANE 

dear  Sir 

permit  me  to  wish  you  a Safe  & Speedy  Passage  from 
London  to  your  Native  Country,  and  also  a happy  Meeting 
with  your  Friends  and  Countrymen,  who  owe  their  present 
Liberties  to  your  Sagacious  & patriotic  Spirit  & Prudence  at 
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the  Court  of  France.  I Sincerely  hope  your  Zeal,  Wisdom  & 
Labours  may  find  a proper  Reward  in  the  Gratitude  & Justice 
of  Congress  and  of  the  American  Citizens  at  large ; but  Should 
Southern  Policy  prevail  against  northern  Integrity,  and  your 
Merit  go  on  neglected,  you  will  enjoy  the  Consolation  of 
having  been  the  Saviour  of  the  Rights  & Liberties  of  America, 
& thereby  proved  yourself  a true  Son  of  your  pious  & patriotic 
Ancestors,  who  fought  every  danger  to  avoid  Persecution,  and 
to  turn  a Savage  World  into  an  Asylum  for  Religious  Virtue 
& Liberty.  I cannot  doubt  the  justice  of  the  thirteen  States, 
nor  your  Merit  yet  to  be  Compensated,  as  I hope,  the 
Machieval  Maxims,  (of  neglecting  faithful  Servants  when 
their  Service  is  no  longer  useful,  or  wanted),  are  confined  to 
Europe,  & that  America  will  never  import  them. 

when  you  Shall  be  at  Hartford,  or  at  New  London  per- 
haps you  can  find  out  what  the  value  of  Thomas  Moffatts 
House,  Land,  & Moveables  were  worth  in  1774  or  1775,  from 
the  Records,  if  so,  pray  send  me  an  attested  Copy. 

please  also,  to  enquire  how  Nathaniel  Mann  of  Hebron 
Conducts  in  his  Commercial  Business  & when  you  have  formed 
an  Opinion  of  the  Business  you  have  in  Prospect;  and  when 
you  have  Sit  foot  on  the  Columbian  Shores,  I hope  to  hear 
from  you  per  Litteras. 

wishing  you  Health  & Happiness,  I remain  dear  Sir,  your 
Sincere  friend  & very  humble  Servant 

Samukiv  Pe:ti;rs 

Grosvenor  Place  Aug*  12.  1789 

Silas  Dlanl  Esq^ 

[Superscribed]  Silas  Dlane  Esq*"  London 

[Endorsed]  Sam*  Peters  to  Silas  Deane  Aug.  12.  1789. 

London 

ROBERT  HERRIES  & CO.  TO  JESSE  DEANE 

London  7**^  Jan^  1795 
Sir 

Your  favour  of  the  4**^  Oct^  was  delivered  to  us  by 
M*"  Tho®  Hopkins  on  the  3**  of  last  month,  in  consequence  of 
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your  orders  we  have  sold  with  his  approbation  your  late 
Fathers  Gold  Snuff  Box  for  £126  which  is  the  greatest  price 
we  have  been  able  to  get.  after  deducting  what  was  owing  to 
us  by  your  Father  with  Interest  we  have  paid  agreeable  to 
your  directions  the  balance  of  the  Acco*^  being  £79.6.4  to 
Hopkins  who  will  no  doubt  inform  you  of  it  as  well  as  our 
having  done  all  we  could  to  obtain  the  highest  price  possible 
for  the  Box. 

Your  letter  contained  the  Power  with  which  you  are 
invested  for  settling  the  Affairs  of  the  deceased  which  we  keep 
by  us.  We  are  truly  Sir 

Your  most  obed.  Serv* 

Robert  Herries  & C° 

M""  Jesse  Deane 

[Endorsed]  Robert  Herries  Letter  to  J Deane 
Sir  Robert  Herries  & C°  Letter 


THEODORE  HOPKINS  TO  JESSE  DEANE 

London  19  february  1795 

M'’  Jesse  Deane 

Sir 

I have  now  the  pleasure  to  hand  you  S^  Rob*  Herries  & 
C°  account  current  with  your  late  father  in  which  you  will  find 
the  amount  of  the  gold  box  is  credited.  I believe  much  pains 
were  taken  to  procure  the  best  price  for  it  & when  it  is  con- 
sidered how  much  Diamonds  have  fallen  in  price,  what  was 
obtained  is  fully  equal  to  our  expectations  & we  trust  yours. 
At  foot  you  have  an  order  on  my  brother  for  the  balance 
received  of  S^  Rob*  Herries  & C°  less  postages  4/6  & Com® 
16/.  I have  only  to  add  my  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  & 

am  your  Hble  Servant 

Theodore  Hopkins 

[Endorsed]  Theodore  Hopkins  Letter  to  Jes  Deane 
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Act  of  Parliament  against  importation,  11. 

Adams,  Mr.,  has  sailed  for  France,  129. 

Adams,  Capt.,  mentioned,  96;  ready  to  take  on  cargo,  95. 

Adams,  John,  mentioned,  39. 

Africa,  trade  in  mentioned,  192. 

Agreement  between  France  and  Great  Britain  about  fleets,  mentioned, 
58. 

Albany,  letters  dated  at,  3,  150,  194,  212 ; mentioned,  4,  37,  150. 
Alexandria,  Va.,  mentioned,  137,  157. 

Algerines,  mentioned,  42. 

Allen,  Mr.,  has  failed,  202. 

Amboy,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  109. 

American  affairs,  described  at  length,  27. 

American  arms,  success  of  described,  162. 

American  army,  annoy  British,  121;  disbanded  without  being  paid,  180; 
losses  of  stated,  60 ; mentioned,  42 ; situation  of  described,  39,  41 ; 
state  of,  130. 

American  cause,  general  state  of  described,  63. 

American  commerce,  observations  on  mentioned,  177. 

American  newspapers,  mentioned,  40. 

American  produce,  is  scarce  in  Holland,  140,  141 ; sale  of  discussed,  103. 
American  trade,  will  be  discussed  in  Parliament,  193. 

American  vessels,  destroyed,  53 ; mentioned,  90. 

Americans,  feeling  of  towards  Great  Britain,  29;  fleet  of  on  Fake 
Champlain  described,  57. 

Americans  in  refuge,  demanded  by  British,  34. 

Ammunition,  being  made,  15;  for  sale,  90;  received,  81,  111;  to  be  sent, 
148. 

Amoary,  Mr.,  mentioned,  88. 

“Amphitrite,”  ship,  mentioned,  59,  66. 

Amsterdam,  letters  dated  at,  138,  165;  mentioned,  10,  34,  85,  113,  119, 
168,  169,  171,  176. 

Anchors,  mentioned,  72. 

Annapolis,  Md.,  mentioned,  15. 

Antigua,  mentioned,  68. 

Antigua  newspaper,  mentioned,  80. 

Antwerp  society,  mentioned,  176. 

Armed  convoy,  recommended  to  be  sent  out,  88. 

Arms,  received,  81. 
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Army  supplies,  to  be  sent,  87. 

Arnold,  Col.  and  Gen.  Benedict,  mentioned,  4,  136,  156,  233. 

“Asia,”  man  of  war,  mentioned,  68. 

“Augusta,”  ship,  burned,  122. 

Avery,  Solomon,  mentioned,  1. 

Ayers,  William,  letter  to,  102. 

B.,  has  left  town,  59. 

Babcock,  Adam,  mentioned,  135. 

Babson,  Capt.,  mentioned,  129,  134. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  mentioned,  33,  63,  80,  145,  147,  181,  182. 

Bancroft,  Dr.  Edward,  letter  written  by,  56;  mentioned,  92,  101,  191, 
205,  214,  221,  231,  232. 

Barbados,  mentioned,  37,  76. 

Barbary  corsairs,  mentioned,  192. 

Barber  (Mr.),  mentioned,  175. 

“Barber  of  Seville,”  mentioned,  59 ; to  be  played,  56. 

Barclay,  Robert,  has  examined  Silas  Deane’s  accounts,  198;  mentioned, 
175,  179,  203. 

Barlow,  Mr.,  money  paid  to,  212. 

Barrel,  J.,  mentioned,  203. 

Barrel!,  Joseph,  letter  written  by,  147. 

Barrel!,  Sam,  mentioned,  148. 

Battles,  accounts  of,  24,  36,  38,  42,  60,  67,  96,  122,  131,  161 ; expected, 
52 ; mentioned,  121. 

Baume,  Chevalier  de  la,  mentioned,  76. 

Baussancourt,  Chevalier,  has  sailed  for  France,  84;  letter  from  men- 
tioned, 75 ; taken  prisoner,  76. 

Bayonne,  mentioned,  112. 

Beall,  Samuel,  letters  written  by,  20,  34,  50 ; mentioned,  78,  165. 

Beall,  Samuel,  3d,  letter  written  by,  50. 

Beall,  see  Norton  & Beall. 

Beaugeard,  see  Desegray. 

Beaugeard,  Mr.,  mentioned,  123. 

Beaumarchais,  Caron  de,  letter  written  to  mentioned,  55 ; mentioned, 
56,  74,  89,  102 ; play  by  mentioned,  56 ; see  Durand. 

Bedford,  village  of  burned,  136. 

Beef,  salted,  mentioned,  179. 

Begorrat,  P.,  mentioned,  32. 

Belden,  Capt.,  mentioned,  125,  156. 

Bell,  Mons.,  mentioned,  22,  35. 

Bell,  Thomas,  letter  written  by,  108;  mentioned,  49. 

Beltrier,  Mr.,  mentioned,  71. 

Bennett,  Thomas,  mentioned,  221. 

Benson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  21. 
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Benton,  John,  note  against  discussed,  230. 

Berkeley  Co.,  Va.,  mentioned,  215. 

Bermuda,  mentioned,  81. 

“Betsy,”  vessel,  mentioned,  240. 

Biddle,  Capt.,  letter  written  by  mentioned,  86. 

Bilboa,  mentioned,  114,  115,  129. 

Bill,  Capt,  mentioned,  213. 

Bill,  Gurdon,  mentioned,  205. 

Billings,  Stephen,  is  elected  representative,  135. 

Bingham,  William,  address  for  letters  to,  31 ; appointed  agent  for  the 
United  Colonies,  31 ; letters  written  by,  23,  27,  31,  36,  38,  46,  51, 
59,  61,  66,  75,  79,  81,  82,  86,  96,  103,  104,  108;  letter  written  to,  63; 
mentioned,  32. 

Birmingham,  Eng.,  letter  dated  at,  208. 

Bishop,  Abraham,  letter  written  by,  223 ; mentioned,  229. 

Bisscker,  Mr.,  mentioned,  220. 

“Black  Prince,”  prize  vessel,  manifest  of  cargo  of,  114;  sold,  112. 

Black  Rock,  mentioned,  170. 

Blankets,  mentioned,  25. 

Blawvelt,  Mr.,  mentioned,  183. 

Blaye,  mentioned,  117. 

Bordeaux,  letters  dated  at,  20,  43 ; letters  written  to,  22,  50 ; mentioned, 
23,  46,  75,  86,  93,  95,  100,  101,  105. 

Boston,  letters  dated  at,  147,  241,  244;  mentioned  18,  28,  47,  87,  100,  126, 
127,  165,  178,  189,  201,  203,  205,  214,  240. 

“Boston,”  frigate,  mentioned,  129. 

Boston  newspaper,  mentioned,  61,  109. 

Boulogne,  mentioned,  69. 

Bourbon,  House  of,  mentioned,  40. 

Branford,  mentioned,  187. 

Braxton,  Col.,  mentioned,  144. 

Braxton,  Carter,  mentioned,  135. 

Bread  Street  Hill,  letters  dated  at,  225,  238. 

Breast,  P.,  letters  signed  by,  20,  34. 

Brest,  fleet  will  not  sail  from,  58 ; mentioned,  108. 

Brewster,  Capt.,  mentioned,  171. 

Brigantine,  about  to  sail  for  America,  240. 

Bristol,  Eng.,  letter  dated  at,  124;  mentioned,  200,  210,  242. 

British,  illict  trade  with  opposed,  166. 

British  army,  forces  or  troops,  acts  of  described,  67 ; critical  situation 
of,  79 ; detailed  account  and  disposition  of,  126 ; differences 
among  mentioned,  80,  111;  has  landed  in  Virginia,  159;  have  sur- 
rendered, 80;  is  retiring,  75;  losses  of  60,  162;  made  prisoners, 
67;  payment  for  mentioned,  58;  probable  plans  of  128,  130,  156; 
retreating,  155 ; situation  of,  39,  40,  47 ; strength  of,  158 ; sur- 
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rounded,  79;  withdrawal  of  mentioned,  178. 

British  embarkation,  reported,  152. 

British  flag,  insults  to  mentioned,  193. 

British  fleet,  navy  or  vessels,  action  of,  157 ; has  sailed,  161 ; is  near 
Groton,  136;  mentioned,  163,  166;  seized,  69;  taken  as  prize,  118; 
unable  to  secure  supplies,  28. 

British  government,  action  of,  165. 

Broad  Ways,  letter  dated  at,  143. 

Bromfield,  Mr.,  letter  written  to,  70 ; mentioned,  66,  72. 

Bromfield,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  70. 

Brooks,  John,  letter  written  by,  20. 

Broome,  Mr.,  mentioned,  133. 

Broome,  Col.,  mentioned,  171. 

Broseley,  Eng.,  letters  addressed  to,  219,  220. 

“Brothers,”  vessel,  taken  as  prize,  118. 

Brunswick,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  79,  80,  109,  131 ; pillaged  and  destroyed, 
109. 

Brussels,  letter  dated  at,  168;  mentioned,  180. 

Buck,  Hannah,  mentioned,  2,  194,  201,  237. 

Buck,  Josiah,  has  gone  to  Virginia,  230 ; letter  written  by,  150 ; letters 
written  to,  119,  136;  mentioned,  157,  206,  207,  214,  217,  236;  mis- 
understanding with  discussed,  222. 

Buckley,  Capt.,  mentioned,  1. 

Bull,  Mr.,  mentioned,  146. 

Bunnel,  Lieut.  Col.,  killed,  131. 

Burgoyne,  Gen.,  activities  of  described,  36,  37 ; is  repulsed,  60 ; men- 
tioned, 57,  127 ; victory  over  mentioned,  124. 

Butter,  mentioned,  179. 

Buxton,  Eng.,  mentioned,  229. 


C.,  mentioned,  42. 

C.,  Capt.,  mentioned,  102. 

Cabaneus,  Dominique,  cargo  sent  to,  112. 

Cables,  mentioned,  72. 

Calais,  mentioned,  69. 

Calico,  mentioned,  34,  182,  213. 

Call,  Col.,  goods  sold  by,  147. 

Callahan,  Capt.,  mentioned,  240. 

Cambridge,  Eng.,  mentioned,  229. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  letter  dated  at,  7. 

Campaign,  possible  plan  of  discussed,  105. 

Canada,  forts  in  mentioned,  37 ; mentioned,  39,  57,  58,  99,  126,  128,  133, 
192,  223,  225,  226,  227,  233,  234,  237,  238;  trade  of  mentioned,  198. 
Canadians,  mentioned,  37. 
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Canal,  plan  for  mentioned,  218. 

Candles,  mentioned,  179. 

Cannon  and  small  arms,  being  manufactured,  29. 

Cape  Fear  river,  mentioned,  158. 

Cape  Frangois,  letter  dated  at,  93;  mentioned,  49,  90. 

Cape  May,  mentioned,  27,  100. 

Cargo,  being  sent  out,  14;  caution  about  sale  of,  70;  described,  82,  84; 

goods  to  make  up  discussed,  176;  items  of  described,  94. 

Caribs,  description  of,  83. 

Carleton,  Gen.  Guy,  fleet  of  mentioned,  57 ; mentioned,  53,  57,  191. 
Carmichael,  Mr.,  letter  written  by  quoted,  87,  110;  mentioned,  92. 
Carmier,  Mr.,  mentioned,  69. 

Carolina,  mentioned,  16,  78,  82,  127,  156;  vessel  from  mentioned,  89. 
Cash,  is  scarce,  231;  to  be  supplied,  112. 

Caters,  J.  L.,  mentioned,  169. 

Cattle,  shipping  of  discussed,  14,  200;  to  be  shipped,  13. 

Cavalry,  winter  quarters  for,  125. 

Chambly,  218. 

Champion,  Mr.,  mentioned,  175. 

Champon,  mentioned,  164. 

Champons,  Lord,  mentioned,  166. 

Chapel  Street,  letter  addressed  to,  240;  letters  dated  at,  232,  238. 
Chapman,  Capt.,  mentioned,  32. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  council  of  mentioned,  65 ; mentioned,  24,  78,  108,  137, 
144,  152,  161,  176,  177 ; reported  captured,  153. 

Chauffauld,  Mons.  du,  mentioned,  58. 

Chaumont,  Mons.  de,  mentioned,  103,  144,  146,  207,  217. 

Cherokee  Indians,  activities  of  mentioned,  39. 

Chesapeake  bay,  mentioned,  33,  127,  173. 

Chester,  Capt.,  mentioned,  7. 

Chester,  Mr.,  mentioned,  10,  133. 

Chester,  Leonard,  has  run  away,  223. 

Chester,  Eng.,  mentioned,  227. 

Chintz,  mentioned,  182. 

“Chretien,  Le,”  ship,  cargo  of  stated,  138,  139. 

Clark,  Capt.,  mentioned,  92. 

Clark,  Mr.,  mentioned,  91. 

Cleveland,  Capt.,  mentioned,  49. 

Clifford,  George,  death  of  mentioned,  165. 

Clifford,  George,  & Teysset,  letter  written  by,  165 ; mentioned,  34. 
Clinton,  Gen.  Henry,  has  landed  troops,  164;  mentioned,  18,  23,  24,  126, 
131 ; movements  of  mentioned,  39. 

Cloth,  mentioned,  25,  71,  84,  90,  182. 

Clothing,  for  British  troops  mentioned,  57 ; mentioned,  72. 

Cobalt,  mine  mentioned,  215 ; ore  sent  to  London,  216. 
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Cochran,  Capt.,  mentioned,  64,  65. 

Coffee,  price  of,  94. 

“Colbert,”  ship,  account  of,  97. 

Colchester,  Eng.,  mentioned,  69. 

Collier,  Mr.,  mentioned,  170. 

Colt,  Mr.,  mentioned,  161. 

Colt,  Peter,  mentioned,  201. 

Colwells,  mentioned,  188. 

Commerce,  discussed,  226;  in  wretched  condition,  213;  plans  for 
extending,  231. 

Commercial  intercourse  with  France,  discussed,  76. 

Commission  from  the  Continental  Congress,  44. 

Commissioners  to  France,  letters  written  to,  86,  95,  96,  103,  108;  men- 
tioned, 87,  117. 

Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence,  contract  with  mentioned,  166; 
extract  of  letter  to,  83;  letter  from  mentioned,  86;  letter  written 
to  mentioned,  51;  mentioned,  46;  see  Secret  Committee  of 
Congress. 

“Common  Sense,”  to  be  reprinted,  18. 

Con,  Mr.,  letters  written  to  mentioned,  21. 

“Concord,”  vessel,  cargo  of,  discussed,  72 ; mentioned,  73. 

Congress,  see  Continental  Congress. 

Connecticut,  immigration  into  permitted,  203 ; mentioned,  44. 

Connecticut  General  Assembly,  actions  of  described,  129. 

Connecticut  paper  money,  mentioned,  9. 

Continental  Congress,  action  of  mentioned,  153;  commission  from,  44; 
commission  from  secret  committee  of,  19;  dispatches  from  men- 
tioned, 86 ; doings  of  approved,  243 ; failure  to  get  money  from, 
167 ; has  removed  from  Philadelphia,  63 ; has  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, 88 ; is  still  at  Baltimore,  80 ; letter  written  to  Marine 
Committee  of,  15  ; letter  written  to,  133 ; letter  written  to  men- 
tioned, 67 ; may  again  employ  Silas  Deane,  135 ; mentioned,  5,  6, 
7,  8,  11,  12,  13,  14,  20,  21,  28,39,  43,  46,  60,  87,  103,  114,  139,  140, 
246;  orders  from  mentioned,  86;  president  of  will  visit  New 
England,  100;  requested  to  make  LaFayette  a Major  General,  54; 
resolutions  of  stated,  113;  ship  belonging  to  mentioned,  114,  115. 

Continental  vessels,  activities  of  described,  110;  have  success  against 
the  enemy,  28. 

Continental  village,  orders  dated  at,  162. 

Convention  troops,  mentioned,  156. 

Conway,  Col.,  letter  to  mentioned,  55 ; to  be  paid,  56. 

Corn,  mentioned,  241. 

Cornwallis,  Gen.  Charles,  capture  of  mentioned,  164;  mentioned,  79, 
109,  156,  158;  summoned  to  surrender,  161. 

Corona,  letter  dated  at,  118;  mentioned  119. 
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Correspondence,  how  to  be  addressed,  31. 

Cotton,  mentioned,  40. 

Council  of  safety,  order  on  mentioned,  97. 

Court  of  Admiralty,  action  of  mentioned,  96;  mentioned,  68,  69. 

Cranneck  Point,  mentioned,  163. 

Cromancle  & Sons,  mentioned,  113. 

Cromwell,  Mr.,  mentioned,  225,  238. 

Crown  Point,  attempt  to  repair,  57 ; mentioned,  3,  5,  6,  53. 

Cunningham,  Gustavus,  actions  of  about  vessels,  crews  and  prizes,  113; 
letters  written  by,  112,  118;  mentioned,  102;  money  advanced  to, 
114,  115,  116;  will  cruise  for  prizes,  119. 

Curagao,  mentioned,  140,  141. 

Dagge,  Mr.,  mentioned,  225. 

Danbury,  stores  at  destroyed,  99. 

Danes,  are  distilling  molasses,  192. 

d’Arendt,  Baron,  letter  from  mentioned,  43. 

d’Argout,  Count,  mentioned,  109. 

Davis,  Mr.,  has  escaped,  104;  is  a prisoner,  87,  97;  mentioned,  241; 
money  advanced  to,  87,  110. 

Deal,  Eng.,  mentioned,  69. 

Deane,  Barnabas,  appointed  on  committee,  3 ; consideration  for  re- 
quested, 19;  his  business  mentioned,  201;  is  in  financial  straits, 
236;  letters  written  by,  3,  10,  166,  179,  207,  214,  216,  222,  229,  235; 
letters  written  to,  1,  40,  45,  47,  125,  126,  131,  147,  155,  157,  161, 
163,  167,  169,  170,  171,  174,  177,  183,  199,  200,  205,  209,  212, 
221 ; letter  written  to  mentioned,  120 ; mentioned,  4,  5,  7,  16,  85, 
119,  120,  125,  130,  136,  137,  151,  152,  202,  211,  214,  239. 

Deane,  Barnabas,  & Co.,  letters  written  to,  150,  194,  240. 

Deane,  Barzallai,  mentioned,  1,  100. 

Deane,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  letters  written  to,  6,  9,  35,  99. 

Deane,  Jessie,  is  ill,  185;  letters  written  to,  246,  247;  mentioned,  202. 

Deane,  John,  letter  written  by,  1. 

Deane,  Silas,  accounts  of  discussed,  213;  Address  of  to  be  republished, 
202 ; agreement  by,  124 ; agreement  by  with  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
54;  aid  to  him  requested,  160;  called  defaulter,  180;  commission 
to,  19,  44;  discusses  his  plans  for  the  future,  225,  232;  discusses 
his  situation,  237 ; discussion  with  about  shipping,  21 ; goods 
shipped  to  mentioned,  139,  140;  has  been  persecuted,  181;  his  acts 
criticized,  195,  196;  his  condition  discussed,  222,  229;  his  gold 
snuff  box  sold,  247 ; his  plan  for  erecting  mills  discussed,  173 ; 
his  situation  discussed,  228,  235 ; in  nomination  for  council,  135 ; 
is  about  to  return  to  America,  245;  is  about  to  sail  for  France, 
152;  is  returning  from  France,  133,  134;  is  superseded  at  Court  of 
France,  129;  is  urged  to  leave  London,  236;  letters  written  by,  1, 
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6,  9,  70,  71,  73,  74,  119,  126,  149,  153,  172,  191,  195,  210,  218,  225, 
231,  232,  237;  letter  written  by  mentioned,  74;  letter  written  by  to 
be  printed,  159;  letters  written  to,  3,  7,  8,  10,  11,  13,  15,  16,  19,  20, 
22,  25,  27,  31,  34,  36,  38,  43,  46,  49,  50,  51,  52,  55,  56,  58,  59,  61, 
64,  66,  75,  78,  79,  81,  82,  85,  86,  88,  89,  91,  95,  96,  100,  103,  104,  108, 
111,  112,  114,  117,  118,  120,  123,  129,  134,  135,  142,  164,  165, 

166,  168,  175,  177,  178,  179,  181,  182,  184,  185,  188,  190,  200, 

207,  209,  213,  214,  216,  218,  219,  223,  224,  225,  228,  229,  235, 

238,  240,  241,  244,  245 ; letter  written  to  mentioned,  86 ; mentioned, 

2,  27,  35,  83,  87,  99,  100,  110,  117,  158,  221;  money  advanced  to, 
202;  no  letters  received  from,  179;  payments  made  on  account  of, 
52;  plans  to  return  to  America,  119,  197;  proposes  to  erect  mills, 
197 ; published  letters  of  mentioned,  163 ; publishing  of  his 
Address  discussed,  194;  relates  general  situation  in  London,  172; 
sends  his  Address  to  America,  191 ; settlement  of  his  accounts 
discussed,  203 ; to  form  company  with  Simeon  Deane,  124. 

Deane,  Simeon,  agreement  made  with  Silas  Deane,  124;  death  of  men- 
tioned, 230,  236;  goods  shipped  to,  138,  139;  has  been  ill,  180;  is 
in  bad  health,  215,  217 ; is  in  business  in  Virginia,  137 ; letters 
written  by,  99,  136,  143,  146,  150,  157,  205 ; letters  written  to,  149, 
153,  172,  191,  195,  210,  222;  mentioned,  2,  10,  22,  184,  188,  207,  214. 

Deane,  Simeon,  & Co.,  firm  of  to  be  established,  124. 

“Deane,”  frigate,  mentioned,  123. 

De  Bay,  Jean,  letter  written  by,  168. 

Debts,  payment  of  by  Congress  discussed,  207. 

Deer  skins,  mentioned,  181. 

De  Kalb,  Baron,  letters  delivered  to,  56,  59 ; mentioned,  59. 

Delaware,  mentioned,  44. 

Delaware  bay,  mentioned,  105. 

Delaware  capes,  mentioned,  75,  189. 

“Delaware,”  frigate,  mentioned,  123. 

Delaware  river,  mentioned,  63,  64,  122,  127,  128. 

Delap,  Mr.,  mentioned,  20. 

Delap,  Messrs.,  extract  of  letter  from,  117;  mentioned,  67. 

Delap,  F.,  mentioned,  23. 

Delap,  J.  H.,  mentioned,  22;  see  Delap,  S. 

Delap,  S.  & J.  H.,  mentioned  51,  85. 

Delap,  Samuel,  mentioned,  23. 

Delelande,  see  Geyer. 

Demerara,  mentioned,  192. 

Desegray,  Mr.,  mentioned,  123. 

Desegray,  Beaugeard  Fils  & Co.,  account  with  settled.  111. 

D’Estang,  Count,  letter  written  by,  133. 

Diant,  Mons.,  mentioned,  75. 

Dickerson,  Major,  killed,  131. 
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Dickinson,  John,  document  signed  by,  19. 

Disepiniers,  Mr.,  mentioned,  154. 

“Dispatch,”  vessel,  mentioned,  49. 

Distillery,  at  work,  198,  215,  217. 

Distillery  business,  discussed,  192. 

Distilling,  is  continued,  231. 

Dobbs  Ferry,  mentioned,  131. 

Dockrel,  John,  mentioned,  188. 

“Dolphin,”  sloop,  disbursements  for  paid.  111,  123. 

Dominica  or  Dominique,  mentioned,  86,  87,  104,  105,  111. 

Dominique,  governor  of,  mentioned,  68,  96,  97. 

Donop,  Count,  mentioned,  122. 

Dorchester,  Lord,  letter  written  by,  218 ; letter  written  to  218 ; men- 
tioned, 225,  226,  228,  233,  234,  236,  237. 

Dover,  Eng.,  letter  dated  at,  69;  mentioned,  69. 

Downing  street,  letters  dated  at,  177,  179,  209. 

Dublin,  mentioned,  118,  119,  220. 

Dubourg,  Mons.,  letter  sent  to,  79;  mentioned,  23. 

Du  Coudry  or  Du  Coudra,  Mons.,  has  sailed  for  America,  57,  59 ; men- 
tioned, 89,  91. 

Dudley,  John,  letter  written  by,  182. 

Dudoyes,  Peltier,  mentioned,  66. 

Duer,  Col.  William,  letter  written  by,  150 ; mentioned,  203. 

Dumfries,  Va.,  letter  dated  at,  136;  mentioned,  159. 

Dunkirk,  letter  dated  at,  102;  mentioned.  111,  113,  119,  211. 

Dunmore,  Lord,  mentioned,  28. 

Durand,  Mr.,  mentioned,  55  56. 

Durand,  see  Beaumarchais. 

Dutch,  are  distilling  molasses,  192. 

Dutch  islands,  mentioned,  85. 

Dutch  ship,  mentioned,  138,  139. 

Dyer,  Col.  Eliphalet,  letter  written  to,  3;  mentioned,  10,  16. 

“East  Hingham,”  frigate,  mentioned,  123. 

East  India  goods,  mentioned,  231. 

East  river,  mentioned,  38. 

Egg  Harbor,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  63. 

“Elisabeth,”  brig,  cargo  of  sold,  26;  mentioned,  22,  25. 

Ellsworth,  Oliver,  letter  written  by,  167. 

Embargo,  expected,  64. 

Emmery,  Messrs.,  letter  written  to  mentioned.  111. 

England,  feeling  of  inhabitants  of  toward  America,  193 ; general  condi- 
tions in,  193;  mentioned,  128,  129,  148,  179,  210,  211,  212,  242,  243. 
English,  are  distilling  molasses,  192;  prejudice  against,  202. 

English  army,  action  with,  157. 
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English  colors,  mentioned,  118. 

English  constitution,  discussed,  52. 

English  fleet,  mentioned,  154. 

English  frigates,  searching  other  vessels,  26. 

English  newspapers,  mentioned,  47. 

English  privateers,  mentioned,  68. 

English  vessels,  released,  77. 

Essequibo,  mentioned,  192. 

Europe,  mentioned,  10,  11,  31;  vessels  coming  from  lost,  137. 

Factor,  Mr.,  mentioned,  69,  70. 

Fairfield,  letters  dated  at,  161,  163. 

“Fanny,”  brigantine,  captured  and  released,  135 ; mentioned,  129. 
Farmers  General,  contract  with  considered,  20. 

Fasting,  day  of  for  subjugation  of  America,  56. 

“Fendant,”  ship,  mentioned,  152. 

Ferroll,  letter  dated  at,  112;  letter  written  from  mentioned,  118;  men- 
tioned, 114,  116. 

“Fier  Roderique,”  ship,  letter  dated  at,  155 ; mentioned,  149,  152,  154, 
159. 

Figuet,  Mr.,  mentioned,  108. 

Fishers  island,  mentioned,  48. 

Fishkill,  letter  dated  at,  155. 

Fitch,  Col.  Eleazer,  proposes  taking  up  land  in  Canada  for  settlement, 
233,  234. 

Fitz  Herbert,  Mr.,  appointed  minister,  168,  169. 

Fizeaux  & Co.,  letter  written  to,  160. 

Flag  of  truce,  conference  under  mentioned,  46;  sent  to  Congress,  39. 
Flanders,  mentioned,  160,  173,  211. 

Flax  seed,  mentioned,  201. 

Fleet  street,  letter  addressed  to,  191. 

Florida,  mentioned,  28,  133. 

Flour,  embargo  on  removed,  148 ; mentioned,  14,  23,  76. 

Flour  business,  mentioned,  198. 

Foecker,  Martens,  mentioned,  138,  139. 

Folkstone,  mentioned,  69. 

Fort  Edward,  mentioned,  4. 

Fort  Independence,  mentioned,  132. 

Fort  Lee,  mentioned,  60;  reported  taken,  79. 

Fort  Montgomery,  mentioned,  121. 

Fort  Royal,  mentioned,  34,  111. 

Fort  Slong,  mentioned,  162. 

Fort  Washington,  mentioned,  41,  60;  reported  retaken,  79. 

Forts,  supplies  procured  for,  4. 

Fortifications,  report  on  support  of,  4;  to  be  inspected,  3. 
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Foster  or  Forster,  mentioned,  229. 

Foster,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  224,  232. 

Foster,  John,  letters  written  by,  208,  224,  228;  letters  to,  225,  231;  sends 
money  to  Silas  Deane,  224. 

“Fox,”  frigate,  captured,  110. 

France,  Court  of,  mentioned,  60,  246. 

France,  King  of,  mentioned,  44,  132,  134,  135 ; has  ordered  payment  for 
prizes  released,  129. 

France,  fleet  of  mentioned,  83 ; future  situation  of  discussed,  77 ; men- 
tioned, 30,  31,  32,  35,  50,  58,  76,  77,  78,  82,  84,  85,  89,  99,  102,  106, 
109,  111,  119,  129,  134,  135,  139,  140,  144,  149,  165,  173,  179, 
187,  188,  189,  191,  196,  211;  ship  loaded  for,  137. 

Francy,  Francais  or  Francois,  Mr.  J.  B.  L.  Theveneau  de,  action  of 
described,  153 ; letter  written  to,  102 ; mentioned,  73,  102,  149,  154. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  commission  to,  44;  document  signed  by,  19;  has 
the  gout,  73 ; letter  written  by,  74 ; letter  written  by  mentioned, 
129 ; letters  written  to,  86,  95,  96,  103,  104,  108 ; mentioned,  9,  39, 
51,  62,  66,  77,  84,  92,  101,  117,  129,  130,  132,  173. 

Fraser,  Mr.,  mentioned,  57. 

French,  Mary  Staunton,  letter  written  by,  184. 

French,  William,  information  of  sought,  184. 

French,  in  favor,  202;  mentioned,  25,  174,  190,  192, 

French  agents,  mentioned,  190. 

French  army,  action  against  English,  157;  mentioned,  161. 

French  colors,  mentioned,  22,  26. 

French  fleet,  mentioned,  163;  reported,  148. 

French  islands,  mentioned,  82. 

French  merchants,  complain  against  English,  104;  property  of  con- 
demned, 97. 

French  ministers,  mentioned,  196. 

French  navy,  mentioned,  25. 

French  newspapers,  mentioned,  47. 

French  officers,  mentioned,  76. 

French  passenger,  mentioned,  60. 

French  port,  mentioned,  13. 

French  prisoners,  mentioned,  111. 

French  speculations  in  America,  mentioned,  60, 

French  vessel,  mentioned,  43,  49;  searched,  68,  90. 

Frenchmen,  mentioned,  101. 

Frigate,  burned,  122. 

Fruit,  mentioned,  114, 

Furnace,  The,  mentioned,  15 ; see  Salisbury  furnace. 

Fusees,  condition  of  discussed,  74 ; described  and  for  sale,  73 ; men- 
tioned, 84. 
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Gadsden,  Christopher,  letter  written  to,  15 ; mentioned,  16. 

Galway,  Ireland,  letter  dated  at,  185. 

Gardoqui  & Son,  letter  to  mentioned,  129;  mentioned,  114,  115. 
“Gaspee,”  brig,  mentioned,  20. 

Gates,  Gen,  Horatio,  dines  officers,  132;  mentioned,  39,  130. 

Geneva,  mentioned,  180. 

Genoa  money,  mentioned,  108. 

Georgia,  mentioned,  39,  44;  ship  from  mentioned,  94. 

Gerard,  Mr.,  mentioned,  149. 

Gerardot,  see  Germany. 

Germantown,  Pa.,  abandoned  by  British,  122;  mentioned,  120. 

Germany,  Gerardot  & Co.,  letters  to  be  forwarded  to,  52 ; mentioned,  26. 
Geyer,  Messrs.,  goods  sent  by,  201. 

Geyer,  Frederick  William,  letters  written  by,  241,  244;  mentioned,  173, 
180,  190,  193,  198,  202,  205,  213,  215,  216,  217. 

Geyer,  Mrs.  Frederick  William,  mentioned,  243. 

Geyer,  Delelande  & Teynjegg,  mentioned,  245. 

Ghent  or  Gand,  letters  addressed  to,  165,  168,  169;  letter  dated  at,  177; 

mentioned,  165,  166,  173,  180. 

Gibbons,  Mr.,  mentioned,  210. 

Glass  manufacture,  discussed,  242. 

Goddard,  mentioned,  18. 

Goddard,  printer,  mentioned,  182. 

Goodrich,  Wait,  mentioned,  214. 

Goods,  difficulty  of  selling  discussed,  201 ; packing  of  for  shipment 
discussed,  71 ; purchased  for  shipment  to  America,  173. 
Governors  island,  mentioned,  24. 

Grain,  to  be  sent  to  Europe,  10. 

Grand,  Ferdinand,  goods  invoiced  to,  139;  letter  written  to,  69;  men- 
tioned, 103. 

Grant,  Capt.,  mentioned,  162. 

Grant,  Col.,  killed,  38. 

Granville,  Mass.,  letter  dated  at,  200. 

Great  Britain,  future  situation  of  discussed,  77 ; mentioned,  29,  30,  41, 
58,  83,  190,  231;  situation  of  discussed,  83;  treaty  with,  213; 
troops  from  mentioned,  28. 

Green,  Capt.,  mentioned,  113. 

Green,  Col.,  routs  Hessians,  122. 

Greene,  Gen.,  battle  fought  by,  158,  161. 

Greene,  Timothy,  to  reprint  “Common  Sense,”  18;  to  republish  Silas 
Deane’s  Address,  202. 

Greenfield,  Conn.,  letters  dated  at,  170,  177. 

Grosset,  Mr.,  mentioned,  240. 

Grosvenor  place,  letter  dated  at,  246. 

Groton,  Conn.,  letters  dated  at,  134,  135;  mentioned,  1. 
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Groton  Heights,  building  of  fort  at  considered,  16. 

Groton  Rock,  building  of  fort  at  considered,  16. 

Guadeloupe,  mentioned,  97. 

Gunnell,  Hoare  & Co.,  mentioned,  164. 

Gunpowder,  mentioned,  29;  shipment  of  mentioned,  165. 

Guns,  purchased,  147. 

Haufax,  mentioned,  58,  126,  127. 

Hamburg,  mentioned,  113. 

Hamilton,  Capt.,  mentioned,  58. 

Hammond,  Capt.,  vessel  of  grounded,  95. 

Hampton,  Va.,  mentioned,  159. 

Hancock,  John,  document  signed  by,  44;  letter  written  by,  45;  men- 
tioned, 99,  135 ; not  President  of  Congress,  90 ; policy  of  as 
governor  discussed,  244. 

“Hancock,”  ship,  mentioned,  189. 

Harrison,  Col.,  mentioned,  9,  10. 

Harrison,  Benjamin,  document  signed  by,  19. 

Hart,  William,  Jr.,  letter  written  by,  12. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  letters  addressed  to,  168,  169,  170,  171,  172,  174,  175, 
177,  178,  183,  184,  194,  195,  200,  205,  207,  209,  212,  221,  222, 
240,  241 ; letters  dated  at,  9,  129,  166,  167,  179,  214,  216,  222,  229, 
235 ; mentioned,  3,  6,  150,  159,  167,  175,  178,  193,  201,  202,  214,  246. 
Hartford  lottery,  prize  from  mentioned,  3. 

Hats,  mentioned,  176. 

Havana,  mentioned,  11,  148. 

Havre  or  Havre  de  Grace,  letters  dated  at,  49,  55,  58;  mentioned,  70, 
81,  91,  97. 

Hawley,  Lieut.,  mentioned,  171. 

Hebron,  Conn.,  mentioned,  246. 

Hemp,  mentioned,  41. 

Herkimer,  Gen.  Nicholas,  mentioned,  132. 

Herries,  Robert,  & Co.,  account  of  mentioned,  247 ; letter  written  by, 
246;  mentioned,  218. 

Hessian  troops,  defeated,  90,  122;  differences  with  mentioned.  111; 

made  prisoners,  67 ; mentioned,  80. 

“Heureux,”  vessel,  not  permitted  to  sail,  107. 

Hewes,  Joseph,  letter  written  to,  15. 

Hicks,  Whitehead,  in  prison,  33. 

Hoare,  see  Gunnell. 

Hodge,  William,  mentioned,  46,  102,  113. 

Holker,  John,  letters  written  to,  143,  146;  letters  written  to  mentioned, 
134,  135,  203,  210. 

Holt,  Mr.,  execution  against,  1. 

Holland,  Col.,  mentioned,  233. 
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Holland,  mentioned,  58,  72,  78,  85,  173,  179,  189. 

Hope  & Co.,  mentioned,  168,  169. 

Hopkins,  Mr.,  mentioned,  174,  179. 

Hopkins,  Charles,  mentioned,  169. 

Hopkins,  Stephen,  letter  written  to,  15. 

Hopkins,  Theodore,  letters  written  by,  240,  247. 

Hopkins,  Thomas,  mentioned,  246,  247. 

Horneca,  Fizeaux  & Co.,  letter  written  by,  138. 

Horse  jockey  business,  flourishes,  204. 

Horse  Shoe,  ship  strikes  on,  154. 

Horses,  mentioned,  13,  241 ; sale  of  mentioned,  215. 

Hortalez,  Mons.,  merchandise  to  be  shipped  by,  81. 

Hosmer,  Titus,  letter  written  by,  142;  mentioned,  130. 

Howe,  Lord  Richard,  mentioned,  39,  46,  56,  126,  127. 

Howe,  Gen.  William,  army  of  is  advancing,  63 ; army  of  mentioned, 
42 ; attack  by  described,  53 ; mentioned,  18,  28,  38,  46,  47,  52,  58, 
64,  79,  122,  126;  movements  of  troops  of  described,  109. 

Hubbel,  Mr.,  mentioned,  178. 

Hudson  river,  mentioned,  130;  obstructions  on  penetrated,  41. 
Humphrey,  James,  Jr.,  mentioned,  35. 

Hunter,  William,  letter  written  by,  19. 

Huntington,  Mr.,  mentioned,  45,  171. 

Huntington,  M.,  mentioned,  133. 

Huntington,  Samuel,  mentioned,  207. 

Hutchins,  Capt.,  mentioned,  99. 

Hynson,  Capt.,  mentioned,  70. 

Illicit  trade,  suppressed,  166. 

Import  duty,  permitted,  203. 

Importation,  permission  for  asked,  12. 

Independence,  declared  by  Congress,  33. 

“Independence,”  sloop,  has  arrived,  86. 

Indian  trade,  mentioned,  74. 

Indians,  mentioned,  37 ; see  Cherokee. 

Indigo,  mentioned,  181. 

Ingersoll,  J.,  mentioned,  161. 

Ingraham,  Mr.,  mentioned,  245. 

Insurance,  considered,  21;  mentioned,  78;  rate  of,  165;  refused,  93. 
Invasion,  mentioned,  151. 

Ireland,  mentioned,  57,  113,  179,  184,  208,  210,  211,  227,  229,  231. 

“Iris,”  ship,  engagement  with  mentioned,  189. 

Irish  channel  mentioned,  105. 

Irish  newspapers,  mentioned,  47. 

Iron,  discussed,  210. 

Iron  caboose,  mentioned,  47,  48. 
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Irving,  Mr.,  mentioned,  228. 

Irving,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  228. 

Isle  aux  Noix,  mentioned,  57. 

Jamaica,  mentioned,  90. 

Jamaica  rum,  price  of,  94. 

“Jamaica,”  ship,  taken  as  prize,  106. 

Jamaica  ships,  payment  for  release  of  discussed,  134,  135 ; taken  as 
prize  and  released,  129. 

James  river,  mentioned,  78,  144,  147,  159. 

Jay,  John,  appointed  plenipotentiary,  149;  document  signed  by,  19. 
Jeffries,  John,  mentioned,  241. 

Jepson,  Dr.  William,  death  of  mentioned,  185. 

Jersey,  see  New  Jersey. 

Jerusalem,  mentioned,  173. 

Johnson,  Capt.  Henry,  letter  written  by,  95 ; mentioned,  100,  101,  105. 
Johnson,  William  Samuel,  appointed  member  of  Congress,  203. 

Jones,  Daniel,  mentioned,  175. 

Kelley,  Nicholas,  ship  of  taken,  118. 

Kendrick,  Capt.,  mentioned,  129,  134,  135. 

Killingly,  Eng.,  mentioned,  219,  220,  239. 

Kings  Bridge,  letter  dated  at,  1 ; mentioned,  46,  53. 

Knight,  mentioned,  35. 

LabouchErE,  Mons.,  mentioned,  65. 

La  Corognele,  letter  dated  at,  114. 

Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  agreement  by,  54;  document  signed  by,  54. 
Lagoanere,  Mr.,  mentioned,  119. 

Lagoanere  & Co.,  letter  written  by,  114;  mentioned,  112,  119. 

Lake  Champlain,  mentioned,  53,  57,  218,  233. 

Lake  George,  mentioned,  4,  5,  57. 

Lake  “Gore”,  mentioned,  5. 

Lancashire,  Eng.,  letter  dated  in,  210;  letter  written  from  mentioned, 
214;  mentioned,  211. 

Lancaster  Co.,  Va.,  mentioned,  157. 

Land  in  Canada,  proposal  for  settlement  of,  233. 

Landais,  Peter,  letter  written  by,  106;  vessel  of  loaded  but  not  allowed 
to  sail,  106. 

Lands  End,  Eng.,  mentioned,  105. 

“Languedoc,”  ship,  letter  dated  on  board,  126;  mentioned,  26. 
Langworthy,  Edward,  letter  written  by,  181. 

La  Roche,  Capt.,  mentioned,  93. 

Laurens,  Henry,  letter  written  by,  126. 

Lead  mine,  sale  of  discussed,  214,  216. 
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Lebanon,  Conn.,  mentioned,  10,  14. 

Lee,  Arthur,  commission  of  superceded,  149;  commission  to,  44;  letters 
written  by,  42,  102;  letters  written  to,  86,  95,  96,  103,  104,  108; 
mentioned,  71,  73,  92. 

Lee,  Gen.  Charles,  character  of  discussed,  68;  is  prisoner,  63,  68,  90; 
mentioned,  23,  24. 

(Lee),  Col.  Harry  (Henry),  mentioned,  18. 

Le  Feber,  mentioned,  108. 

Le  Passant,  letter  signed  by,  106. 

Lestarjette,  Mr.,  letters  written  by,  64,  93. 

Le  Voir,  letter  written  to,  93. 

Lewis,  Morgan,  mentioned,  150. 

“Lexington,”  vessel,  arrival  of  awaited,  100. 

Limozin,  Andrew,  letters  written  by,  49,  52,  55,  58. 

Linen,  mentioned,  34,  72,  173,  213,  227. 

Liquorish,  growing  of  mentioned,  188. 

Lisbon,  mentioned,  10. 

Litchfield,  Conn.,  letters  dated  at,  171,  174;  mentioned,  172. 

“Little  Joe,”  brigantine,  mentioned,  205. 

Livingston,  Mr.,  mentioned,  212;  writ  issued  against,  194. 

Livingston,  Lieut.  Col.,  reported  killed,  121. 

Livingston,  Abram,  & Co.,  mentioned,  176,  177. 

Livingston,  Brockholst,  letter  written  by,  220;  mentioned,  221. 
Livingston,  Philip,  letter  written  by,  8. 

Livingston,  W.,  mentioned,  133. 

Loan  office  certificates,  are  being  sold,  205. 

Lockwood,  James,  mentioned,  187. 

Loire  river,  mentioned,  95. 

London,  Eng.,  letters  addressed  to,  166,  179,  180,  185,  188,  190,  191,  200, 
207,  208,  213,  214,  216,  217,  219,  229,  231,  238,  245,  246;  letters 
dated  at,  56,  164,  172,  177,  191,  195,  225,  231,  240,  245,  246,  247; 
mentioned,  34,  53,  173,  175,  176,  179,  180,  183,  185,  187,  188, 
191,  198,  205,  209,  211,  215,217,  223,  228,  229,  230,  234,  235, 
236. 

London  newspaper,  mentioned,  66. 

Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  36,  38,  42,  48,  99,  151,  162,  163,  197. 
Long  Island  sound,  mentioned  41. 

L’Orient,  France,  letter  addressed  to,  70;  mentioned,  66,  70,  95. 
Louisiana,  mentioned,  190. 

Loyalists,  American  severities  to  mentioned,  193 ; number  of,  191 ; 

readmission  of  discussed,  178. 

Lumber,  delayed,  56 ; mentioned,  13. 

Lynch,  Mr.,  mentioned,  9.  • 

“Lyon,”  frigate,  mentioned,  123. 

M.,  Mr.,  mentioned,  21. 
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McCreery,  Mr.,  mentioned,  34,  35. 

McEvers,  James,  mentioned,  230. 

McGuire,  Patrick,  & Sons,  mentioned,  118. 

Madrid,  Spain,  mentioned,  115,  116. 

Malta,  mentioned,  62. 

Maltby,  Jonathan,  mentioned,  45. 

Mamock,  building  of  fort  at  considered,  16. 

Manly,  Commodore,  mentioned,  110. 

Mann,  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  246. 

Manufactures,  increasing  in  America,  239. 

Map  of  northern  parts  of  America,  mentioned,  233. 

Marble,  to  be  exported,  204. 

Margaret  street,  London,  letter  dated  at,  179. 

“Maria,”  ship,  being  ransomed,  113. 

Marseille,  France,  letters  dated  at,  22,  25,  106,  108. 

“Mars,”  ship,  mentioned,  120. 

Marshall,  Mr.,  mentioned,  100,  130. 

Marshall,  Charles,  mentioned,  135. 

Marshall,  Christopher,  mentioned,  100. 

Marshall,  Christopher,  Jr.,  mentioned,  135. 

Martinique  or  Martinico,  mentioned,  31,  32,  34,  40,  43,  68,  81,  90,  113; 

offers  a market  for  American  produce,  77. 

“Mary  Catherine,”  ship,  brings  military  stores.  111. 

Maryland,  mentioned,  21,  44,  82,  127,  137,  173. 

Massachusetts,  mentioned,  4,  44,  186. 

Masts,  affair  of  mentioned,  191 ; delayed,  56. 

Masts  and  spars,  being  sent  to  Europe,  203. 

Maus,  see  Pourton. 

Meade,  Richard,  mentioned,  221. 

Mediterranean  sea,  mentioned,  10,  26;  possible  trade  in  mentioned,  192. 
Mediterranean  passes,  recalled,  42. 

Mercer,  Gen.  Hugh,  mentioned,  132. 

“Mercury,”  vessel,  has  sailed,  71. 

Mesnard,  Capt.,  mentioned,  240. 

Middle  colonies  men,  mentioned,  42. 

Middletown,  Conn.,  letter  dated  at,  142;  mentioned,  215. 

Mifflin,  Maj.  Thomas,  mentioned,  7,  8. 

Miller,  Mr.,  mentioned,  14. 

Miller,  Jeremiah,  mentioned,  186. 

Mills,  building  of  discussed,  197;  mentioned,  211,  215,  216;  plans  for 
erecting,  173. 

Miquelon,  mentioned,  49,  84,  87,  98. 

Mississippi  river,  mentioned,  190. 

Moffat,  Thomas,  value  of  property  of  desired,  246. 

Molasses,  mentioned,  13,  14,  192,  215,  217,  231. 
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Monckton,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry,  killed,  131. 

Money,  value  of,  151,  158,  170,  215. 

“Monk,”  ship,  engagement  with,  189. 

Montandouine,  Mons.,  mentioned,  71. 

Montgomery,  Gen.  Richard,  mentioned,  132. 

Montieu,  Mons.,  has  goods  for  sale,  73 ; mentioned,  71,  74,  93. 

Monty,  Mons.  de,  action  of  described,  65. 

Moreau,  Mons.,  mentioned,  62. 

Morgan,  Capt.,  has  been  captured,  100 ; mentioned,  99. 

Morin,  Capt.,  action  of  discussed,  87 ; mentioned,  81,  86,  98 ; vessel  of 
captured,  98. 

Morrel,  Mr.,  mentioned,  102. 

Morris,  Mr.,  appointed  as  agent,  143;  letter  from  mentioned,  96; 

mentioned,  95,  144,  145,  203,  211. 

Morris,  Mr.,  Jr.,  mentioned,  50,  55,  59. 

Morris,  Robert,  document  signed  by,  19 ; interview  with,  99 ; letter  from 
mentioned,  86;  letters  written  to  mentioned,  51. 

Morris,  see  Willing. 

“Morris,”  ship,  arrival  of  mentioned,  49,  59. 

Mortgages,  terms  of  discussed,  221. 

Mortimer,  Capt.,  mentioned,  40. 

Morton,  Capt.,  mentioned,  154. 

Mott,  S.,  mentioned,  16. 

Motz,  Henry,  letter  signed  by,  218. 

Muller,  Mons.,  mentioned,  64,  65. 

Mumford,  Capt.,  mentioned,  130. 

Mumford,  Mr.,  captured,  130;  mentioned,  47,  48,  169. 

Mumford,  “sister,”  mentioned,  130. 

Mumford,  D.,  mentioned,  100. 

Mumford,  David,  letter  written  by,  13 ; mentioned,  130. 

Mumford,  David,  Jr.,  mentioned,  186,  189. 

Mumford,  Thomas,  is  representative,  135;  letters  written  by,  11,  129, 
134,  135 ; mentioned,  185,  189. 

Mumford  & Rodman,  have  failed,  245. 

Mumford,  see  Saltonstall. 

Munich,  letter  dated  at,  102. 

Murdock,  Robert,  mentioned,  114;  remittance  from  expected,  113. 
Myland,  Mr.,  letters  sent  by,  56. 

N.,  E.,  Jr.,  letter  written  by,  124. 

Nails,  are  being  manufactured,  231. 

Nantes  or  Nantz,  letters  addressed  to,  73,  74,  105 ; letters  dated  at,  64, 
91,  95,  123;  mentioned,  71,  73,  74,  75,  100,  105,  108,  111,  129,  135. 
Nantucket  men,  mentioned,  191. 

Nash,  Gen.  Francis,  mentioned,  132. 
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Naval  committee,  mentioned,  48,  170. 

Naval  engagement,  described,  170. 

Navy  gentlemen,  billeted  in  Trenton,  125. 

Nesbett,  Jonathan,  letter  written  by,  102. 

Neufville,  John  de,  & Son,  mentioned,  171,  175,  177. 

New  England,  mentioned,  8,  100,  119,  130,  198,  233,  234. 

New  England  rum,  mentioned,  192. 

New  Englanders,  mentioned,  42. 

New  Hampshire,  mentioned,  44. 

New  Hartford,  Conn.,  mentioned,  48. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  letter  dated  at,  11;  mentioned,  14,  187,  217,  229. 
New  Jersey  or  Jersey,  losses  on  expedition  into,  131 ; mentioned,  41,  44, 
67,  75,  94,  131,  183,  211. 

New  London,  destruction  of  mentioned,  189;  has  been  rebuilt,  204; 
letters  dated  at,  13,  16,  35,  185,  200,  207,  213,  219,  240 ; mentioned, 
6,  7,  14,  15,  22,  48,  127,  135,  185,  189,  217,  238,  246. 

New  Milford,  mentioned,  204. 

New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  British  army  at,  52. 

New  York,  British  still  occupying,  178;  evacuated  by  British,  52;  letter 
addressed  to,  220;  letters  dated  at,  8,  188,  190;  mentioned,  1,  4,  5, 
6,  8,  11,  18,  21,  22,  26,  33,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  44,  46,  58,  75,  79,  80, 
109,  111,  126,  127,  128,  148,  156,  164,  172,  174,  182,  183,  186, 
187,  188,  189,  201,  202,  203,  204,  205,  207,  211,  215,  216,  233, 
234,  239,  240 ; well  fortified,  28. 

New  York  island,  engagement  on  mentioned,  61. 

New  York  merchants,  call  for  settlement  of  debts,  216. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  letter  dated  at,  209. 

Newbury,  mentioned,  89. 

Newfoundland,  mentioned,  110,  148,  192. 

Newport,  R.  I.,  mentioned,  126,  127,  188. 

Newspapers,  sent,  75,  105. 

Nicholson,  Samuel,  has  trouble  about  crew,  101 ; has  vessel  loaded  for 
sailing,  101 ; letters  written  by,  69,  91,  100,  105,  111,  123. 

Niles,  Capt.  Robert,  mentioned,  130. 

Nominations  for  Governor’s  Council,  mentioned,  12. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  mentioned,  152. 

North  Carolina,  mentioned,  23,  44,  158,  173,  211. 

North  river,  mentioned,  121. 

North  Wales,  Pa.,  letter  dated  at,  120. 

Norton  & Beall,  letters  written  by,  78,  85. 

“Norway,”  ship,  taken  as  prize,  106. 

Norwich,  Conn.,  mentioned,  48,  130,  136,  241. 

Nova  Scotia,  loyalists  in,  191;  mentioned,  28,  128,  133,  192,  204; 
refugees  leaving,  214;  trade  of  mentioned,  198. 
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Oats^  not  procured,  240. 

Ogilvie,  James  Stuart,  letter  written  by,  88;  wishes  to  be  employed  as 
surgeon,  88. 

Oil,  sweet,  mentioned,  114. 

Old-bury  near  Galaway  Ireland,  letter  dated  at,  184. 

O’Neil,  Mr.,  wants  money,  108. 

Opporto,  mentioned,  118,  119. 

Osnaburgh,  mentioned,  72. 

Ostend,  mentioned,  165,  176,  211. 

Oswald,  Col.,  mentioned,  199. 

Oxen,  mentioned,  230;  sale  of  mentioned,  215. 


Paca,  Mr.,  mentioned,  15. 

Packwood,  Capt.,  mentioned,  14. 

Paice,  Joseph,  is  agent  for  Saltonstall  estate,  187 ; letters  written  by, 
225,  238;  mentioned,  188,  219,  220. 

Paice,  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  188. 

Paimboeuf,  mentioned,  64,  101. 

Pall  Mall,  mentioned,  42. 

Palmer,  Capt.  John,  agreement  with,  27 ; mentioned,  22,  25,  26. 

Paris,  documents  dated  at,  54,  124;  letters  addressed  to,  20,  25,  34,  43, 
49,  52,  55,  58,  69,  85,  91,  100,  102,  108,  111,  114,  123,  185,  188; 
letters  dated  at,  73,  74,  119,  160;  mentioned,  20,  23,  25,  34,  52,  57, 
66,  69,  70,  77,  79,  84,  89,  108, 123,  139,  174,  176,  180,  185. 

“Paris,”  schooner,  mentioned,  152. 

Parker,  mentioned,  245. 

Parry,  Col.  Caleb,  killed,  38. 

Parsons,  Gen.  Samuel  Holden,  letter  from  mentioned,  214. 

Passy,  France,  letter  dated  at,  117. 

Patent,  desired,  211;  difficulty  of  securing,  173;  is  granted,  204;  value 
of  discussed,  244. 

Patterson,  William,  letter  written  by,  63. 

Payne,  Mr.,  mentioned,  103. 

Peabody,  Capt.,  mentioned,  241. 

Peace,  negotiation  for  mentioned,  168;  report  of  confirmed,  174;  treaty 
of  not  received,  186. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  mentioned,  148. 

Pennsylvania,  mentioned,  29,  38,  44,  131,  211. 

Penobscot,  Me.,  threatened,  148. 

Penobscot  expedition,  mentioned,  189. 

Pesteils,  Chevalier  de,  letter  written  by,  61. 

Peters,  Samuel,  letter  written  by,  245. 

Petersburgh,  Va.,  letter  dated  at,  146;  mentioned,  78,  124. 

Phelps,  Oliver,  letter  written  by,  200. 
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Philadelphia,  documents  dated  at,  19,  44 ; is  in  confusion  and  terror,  99 ; 
letters  addressed  to,  7,  10,  13,  15,  16,  134,  135 ; letters  dated  at, 
9,  45,  99,  149,  167,  183;  mentioned,  6,  9,  13,  14,  21,  32,  35,  36,  41, 
46,  51,  53,  60,  63,  64,  75,  79,  80,  81,  88,  90,  105,  109,  114,  121,  122, 
126,  128,  130,  131,  135,  136,  138,  143,  146,  159,  161,  165,  172, 
176,  181,  182,  184,  189,  199,  207,  209,  221,  244. 

Philadelphia  newspaper,  mentioned,  23,  35,  38. 

Phillips,  Gen.  William,  is  at  Richmond,  157,  204. 

Phipps,  David,  mentioned,  45. 

Pieters,  Joan  S.,  letter  written  by,  175. 

Pigott,  Gen.  Robert,  mentioned,  126. 

Pistols,  for  sale,  73. 

Pitkin,  Col.,  mentioned,  204. 

Pitt,  William,  mentioned,  196. 

Platt,  Mr.,  mentioned,  148,  164,  171. 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  mentioned,  116. 

Poellon,  Mr.,  mentioned,  106,  107. 

Polaski,  Gen.  Casimir,  is  much  disliked,  125. 

“Pomona,”  sloop,  mentioned,  33. 

Pontefract,  Eng.,  mentioned,  187,  188. 

Pool,  Lieut.,  mentioned,  125. 

“Porgie,”  brig,  mentioned,  152. 

Port  au  Prince,  San  Domingo,  letter  dated  at,  89;  vessels  at  mentioned, 
89. 

Porter,  Col.  Joshua,  appointed  on  committee,  3 ; letter  written  by,  3 ; 

mentioned,  4. 

Ports,  description  of,  127. 

Portsmouth,  mentioned,  78. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  mentioned,  127. 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  mentioned,  157,  197,  198. 

Port  wine,  mentioned,  114. 

Portugese  money,  mentioned,  58. 

Portugese  ship,  so  claimed,  118. 

Potash,  mentioned,  201. 

Potomac  river,  mentioned,  21,  157. 

Poultry  Compter,  London,  letter  dated  at,  182 ; petition  of  prisoner  in, 
182. 

Pourton  & Mans,  letter  written  by,  160. 

Powder,  captured  by  enemy,  85 ; mentioned,  78 ; received  and  shipped, 
75;  to  be  imported,  11. 

Powder  works,  mentioned,  65. 

Prices  current,  stated,  206. 

Prince  of  Wales  Coffee  House,  London,  letters  to  be  addressed  to,  164. 
Prisoner  in  England,  petition  by,  182. 

Prisoners,  mentioned,  102;  taken,  109,  121;  treatment  of,  91. 
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Privateers,  must  have  commissions,  77, 

Prize,  payment  received  for,  114;  taken,  106. 

“Proteus,”  ship,  mentioned,  23. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  letters  dated  at,  47,  169. 

Provisions,  becoming  scarce,  57 ; supplied  by  Connecticut  for  army,  129. 
Prussia,  King  of,  mentioned,  132. 

Prussian,  mentioned,  43. 

Purviance,  Samuel,  Jr.,  letter  written  by,  15, 

Putnam,  Israel,  action  of  stated,  63 ; mentioned,  7,  42. 


Quebec,  letter  dated  at,  218;  mentioned,  37,  57,  228. 

Rappahannock  river,  Va.,  mentioned,  157. 

Raritan  river,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  109. 

Raupancourt,  Mons.,  money  supplied  to,  110. 

Reed,  Mr.,  mentioned,  86. 

Reed,  Col.  Joseph,  mentioned,  7. 

“Reprisal,”  brig,  has  engagement,  32;  mentioned,  24,  25,  34. 

“Revenge,”  warship,  repaired  and  put  in  condition,  114. 

Rhea,  Lieut,  mentioned,  171. 

Rhode  Island,  is  obstinate  about  Confederation,  203;  mentioned,  44, 
135,  186. 

Rice,  mentioned,  89,  90,  176,  181. 

Richmond,  Va.,  letters  dated  at,  157,  205 ; mentioned,  199. 

“Richmond,”  frigate,  mentioned,  57. 

Rigging,  mentioned,  40. 

Riley,  Capt,  mentioned,  8;  see  Ryley. 

Rivington,  James,  mentioned,  163. 

Robinson,  Capt,  mentioned,  26. 

Robruhn,  Jean,  letter  written  by,  43. 

Roche,  Mons.,  conduct  of,  145,  146 ; mentioned,  143,  144,  145,  146,  147. 
“Roderique,”  ship,  letter  dated  on,  153. 

Rodman,  see  Mumford. 

Rogers,  Maj.  Nicholas,  has  sailed,  59;  in  prison,  33;  letter  written  by, 
89. 

Rolbson,  Robert,  mortgage  to  mentioned,  220. 

Rose,  Abel,  mentioned,  200. 

Ross,  Mr.,  mentioned,  221 ; treason  of  described,  156. 

Ross,  John,  letter  written  by,  117. 

Rotterdam,  letter  dated  at,  34;  mentioned,  21,  165. 

Rum,  making  of  discussed,  217. 

Russell,  Joseph,  letters  written  by,  47,  169. 

Russell,  Joseph  Dolbcare,  letter  signed  by,  47. 

Russell,  William,  letters  written  by,  47,  169. 
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Russia,  mentioned,  72,  179. 

Rutledge,  Edward,  mentioned,  39. 

Ryley,  Mr.,  mentioned,  147,  148;  see  Riley. 


SabbatiER  & Desprez,  account  with  discussed,  210. 

Sage,  Col.,  mentioned,  166;  suit  at  law  brought  by,  167. 

Sail  cloth,  manufacture  of  discussed,  242;  mentioned,  72,  74. 

St.  Augustine,  mentioned,  90. 

St.  Auzicur,  letter  dated  at,  100. 

St.  Eustatius  or  Eustatia,  letters  dated  at,  50,  63 ; letter  written  from 
mentioned,  75;  mentioned,  11,  21,  33,  60,  67,  78,  85,  89,  90,  139, 
141,  165;  proposal  to  trade  from,  51. 

St.  John,  N.  S.,  mentioned,  191. 

“St.  John  Evangelist,”  ship,  taken  as  prize,  118. 

St.  Johns,  mentioned,  20. 

St.  Lawrence  river,  mentioned,  57,  233. 

St.  Lucia,  mentioned,  23. 

St.  Malo,  letters  dated  at,  105,  111,  123. 

St.  Martins,  mentioned,  63. 

St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  letters  dated  at,  27,  31,  36,  46,  51,  59,  66,  75,  81, 
86,  96,  103,  108;  letter  written  from,  38;  mentioned,  32. 

St.  Pierre,  Miquelon,  mentioned,  49,  84,  98. 

St.  Quentin,  letters  addressed  to,  160,  161. 

St.  Vincents,  mentioned,  83. 

Salem,  mentioned,  108. 

Salisbury  furnace,  mentioned,  16;  see  Furnace. 

Salt,  mentioned,  71. 

Saltpetre,  being  manufactured,  28;  mentioned,  99. 

Saltonstall,  Capt.,  mentioned,  18. 

Saltoristall,  Miss,  mentioned,  125. 

Saltonstall,  Gilbert,  letter  written  by,  188;  mentioned,  186;  sketches  his 
military  career,  189. 

Saltonstall,  Gen.  Gurdon,  appointed  naval  officer,  186;  death  of  men- 
tioned, 215,  217;  is  naval  officer,  202;  is  representative,  135; 
letters  written  by,  16,  35,  185 ; mentioned,  19,  130. 

Saltonstall,  Molly,  mentioned,  185. 

Saltonstall,  Richard,  mentioned,  185. 

Saltonstall,  Roswell,  conservator  appointed  over,  187 ; death  of,  219. 
Saltonstall,  W.,  mentioned,  225. 

Saltonstall,  Winthrop,  letters  written  by,  219,  238;  mentioned,  238; 

right  of  to  estate  in  England  discussed,  219. 

Saltonstall  & Mumford,  mentioned,  187;  solicit  business,  189;  to  open 
a commission  house,  186. 

Saltonstall  estate,  entail  of  discussed,  187. 
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San  Domingo,  mentioned,  57,  84,  109. 

Sandy  Hook  (the  Hook),  mentioned,  148,  161,  163. 

Saw  mills,  discussed,  197,  198;  mentioned,  212. 

Saw  Pitts,  letter  dated  at,  40. 

Sawing,  prices  for,  212. 

Saybrook,  Conn.,  letter  dated  at,  12. 

Scallon,  William,  credit  asked  for,  114. 

Schooner,  capture  of  described,  163. 

Scilly  islands,  mentioned,  105. 

Scotland,  mentioned,  228. 

Sebor,  Mr.,  mentioned,  131,  152,  164, 167,  174,  180,  193,  214,  215,  216,  217. 
Sebor,  J.,  mentioned,  154. 

Sebor,  Jacob,  letters  written  by,  200,  213. 

Sebor,  see  Shaler. 

Secrecy  in  correspondence,  necessary,  23. 

Secret  Committee  of  Congress  or  Committee  for  Secret  Correspond- 
ence, advices  from,  27 ; document  signed  by,  19 ; letter  written 
from  mentioned,  87 ; letter  written  to  mentioned,  72. 

“Seine,”  ship,  about  to  sail,  84 ; expenses  of,  105 ; has  arrived,  81 ; has 
been  captured,  86 ; mentioned,  97 ; will  be  condemned,  96. 

Sewell,  H.,  document  signed  by,  162. 

Shaler,  Mr.,  mentioned,  204,  215. 

Shaler  & Sebor,  mentioned,  245. 

“Shark,”  ship,  has  engagement,  32. 

Shaw,  Mr.,  is  shipping  cattle,  13,  14. 

Shaw,  Nathaniel,  is  representative,  135 ; mentioned,  48. 

Sheffield,  Lady,  mentioned,  191,  229. 

Sheffield,  Lord,  letters  written  by,  177,  179,  190,  209,  228;  letters  written 
to,  232,  237 ; mentioned,  208. 

Sheffield  Place,  letters  dated  at,  191,  228. 

Sheldon,  Col.,  court  martial  of  described,  155 ; mentioned,  125,  171. 
Sherbrooke,  Mrs.,  mentioned,  209. 

Sherbrooke,  Miles,  letter  written  by,  209. 

Sherman,  Mr.,  letter  written  to,  3. 

Ship,  description  of  being  built,  16,  18 ; difficulty  of  chartering,  175 ; 

fitting  out  for  America,  176;  purchased,  145;  to  be  chartered,  49. 
Ship-building,  is  carried  on,  204. 

Ship  chandlery,  mentioned,  72. 

Shomo,  Mr.,  mentioned,  236. 

Short,  William,  mentioned,  199. 

Sill,  Richard,  letters  written  by,  194,  212. 

Sise  Lane,  London,  letter  dated  at,  240. 

Skene,  Gov.  Philip,  mentioned,  6,  20. 

Skipwith,  Peyton,  desires  a loan,  199;  letter  written  by,  199. 
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Smith,  Richard,  mentioned,  188. 

Smugglers,  mentioned,  211. 

Snuff,  manufacture  of,  244;  patent  granted  for  manufacturing,  204. 
Snuff  box,  sold,  247. 

Soap,  mentioned,  179. 

“Solebay,”  frigate,  mentioned,  39. 

Sollicoffre  Freres  & Wilkie,  agreement  with,  27 ; letters  written  by,  22, 
25. 

Somerset,  N.  J.,  mentioned,  109. 

Sorrel  river.  Can.,  mentioned,  233. 

South  Carolina,  mentioned,  39,  44,  63,  173. 

Southern  men,  mentioned,  42. 

Spain  and  Spaniard,  fleet  of  mentioned,  83 ; has  declared  war,  148 ; 

king  of  mentioned,  132;  mentioned,  106,  118,  119,  145,  190. 
Spanish  fleet,  mentioned,  148. 

Spencer,  Gen.  David,  mentioned,  130. 

Stamford,  Conn.,  mentioned,  170. 

Stapleton,  Capt.,  mentioned,  174. 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  164. 

States  of  America,  government  of  discussed,  51. 

Steam  engine,  cost  of,  197 ; exclusive  right  to  use  in  mills  desired,  215, 
216;  grant  for  using  desired,  211;  mentioned,  244;  mills  to  be 
worked  by,  197,  198. 

Stevenson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  85,  124. 

Stillman,  Mr.,  mentioned,  1. 

Stirling,  Robert,  mentioned,  22. 

Stirling,  Gen.  Thomas,  taken  prisoner,  38. 

Stirling,  William,  mentioned,  22. 

Stoddard,  D.,  mentioned,  155. 

Stone,  Capt.,  mentioned,  15. 

Stony  brook,  mentioned,  163. 

Stormont,  Lord,  letters  from  mentioned,  57. 

Strasburg,  mentioned,  103. 

Stratford  point.  Conn.,  mentioned,  170. 

Stuart,  John,  mentioned,  39. 

Suffolk,  Va.,  letter  addressed  to,  149. 

Sugar,  mentioned,  14,  196;  price  of,  94. 

Sugar  baking  business,  mentioned,  204,  241. 

Sullivan,  Gen.  John,  mentioned,  39;  taken  prisoner,  38. 

Surgeon,  desires  to  serve  in  army,  88. 

Surinam,  mentioned,  8,  192. 

Swords,  for  sale,  73. 

Sydney,  Lord,  mentioned,  219,  226. 
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Tai.i,madge^  Maj.  Benjamin,  letters  written  by,  120,  125,  131,  155,  161, 
163,  170,  171,  174,  177 ; mentioned,  162. 

Tappan  Zee,  N.  Y.,  mentioned,  41. 

Tascher,  Mons.,  letter  sent  by,  82;  mentioned,  84. 

Terhorst,  Capt.,  mentioned,  165. 

Tetard,  Mr.,  mentioned,  2,  3. 

Teynjegg,  Mr.,  see  Geyer. 

Teysset  & Co.,  mentioned,  165 ; see  Clifford. 

Thimble  islands,  mentioned,  163. 

Thompson’s  corps,  mentioned,  171. 

Thomson,  Charles,  attests  document,  45. 

“Three  Brothers,”  cruiser,  captured,  170. 

Tichlenburgh,  mentioned,  72. 

Tickell,  Richard,  letter  written  by,  178. 

Ticonderoga,  is  invested,  99;  mentioned,  3,  5,  37,  39,  53,  61;  reported 
captured,  120. 

Timber,  plans  for  sawing,  173. 

Tin,  mentioned,  72. 

Tisdale,  Charles,  letter  written  by,  164. 

Toasts,  given  on  July  4th,  132. 

Tobacco,  manufacture  of  mentioned,  173;  mentioned,  10,  21,  51,  58,  70, 
85,  135,  136,  137,  147,  153,  157,  181,  191,  211,  212;  price  of,  85,  143, 
157;  sale  of  discussed,  174;  to  be  purchased,  144;  to  be  shipped, 
78. 

Tobacco  mills,  discussed,  197,  198. 

Townsend,  Mr.,  mentioned,  226. 

Trade,  difficulties  of,  181;  discussed,  217;  is  declining,  215. 

Trent,  William,  mentioned,  221,  222;  mortgage  from  mentioned,  220. 
Trent,  see  Wharton. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  letter  dated  at,  125;  mentioned,  63,  67. 

Trescott,  Maj.,  mentioned,  162. 

Troops,  enlisted,  5. 

Trumbull,  Mr.,  in  poor  health,  10. 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  death  of  mentioned,  217;  mentioned,  186. 
Trumbull,  Joseph,  desires  appointment  as  commissary  general,  7;  letter 
written  by,  7. 

“Trumbull,”  frigate,  commissions  for  officers  of  mentioned,  45;  fittings 
for  discussed,  47;  mentioned,  189;  payment  for  discussed,  126. 
Truxten,  Capt.,  mentioned,  120. 


“Union,”  ship,  mentioned,  93. 

United  colonies,  mentioned,  12,  31. 
United  States,  see  States  of  America. 
Ushant,  France,  mentioned,  105. 
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Valenciennes,  France,  letter  addressed  to,  160. 

Vaughan,  John,  letter  written  by,  221 ; letter  written  to,  220. 

Versailles,  France,  letter  dated  at,  61;  mentioned,  62,  86,  98. 

Vessel  or  vessels,  captured,  36;  cost  of,  108;  destroyed,  57;  line  of  to 
be  established  to  Martinique,  47 ; purchase  of  desired,  71 ; sought 
and  to  be  purchased,  69;  that  were  captured,  cleared,  117;  trouble 
about  captain  and  crew  of,  91. 

Vessels  in  American  navy,  mentioned,  28. 

Victory,  celebrated,  122. 

Vienna,  mentioned,  103. 

Virginia,  capes  of  mentioned,  21;  mentioned,  18,  21,  28,  44,  51,  63,  82, 
99,  101,  119,  120,  127,  131,  137, 147,  149,  152,  156,  159,  173,  174,  176, 
197,  200,  206,  211,  214,  217,  230,  236,  241. 


W.,  J.,  mentioned,  207. 

W.  & M.,  mentioned,  34. 

Wadsworth,  Col.  Jeremiah,  his  goods  mentioned,  206;  is  in  France, 
191 ; letters  written  by,  9,  40,  183 ; mentioned,  180,  194,  202,  207, 
209,  215,  216,  230,  236. 

Waldron,  Capt.,  mentioned,  26. 

Wales,  Mr.,  mentioned,  16. 

Walpole,  Mr.,  mentioned,  56. 

Walpole,  Thomas,  mortgage  to  mentioned,  220. 

Ward,  Mr.,  mentioned,  13,  14. 

Warren,  Dr.,  mentioned,  224. 

Warren,  Gen.  Joseph,  mentioned,  132. 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  action  by,  161;  army  of  mentioned,  90; 
attacks  enemy,  109 ; circular  letter  written  by  mentioned,  180 ; 
congratulations  and  thanks  by,  162 ; conspiracy  against  men- 
tioned, 23,  33 ; defection  of  troops  of  mentioned,  66 ; given  full 
direction  of  army  affairs,  79;  letter  from  mentioned,  104;  letter 
written  to  mentioned,  76;  mentioned,  7,  8,  28,  42,  79,  131,  132, 
239;  orders  from  mentioned,  156;  orders  hostilities  to  cease,  174; 
plans  of,  130;  situation  of  army  of  described,  58,  63;  tactics  of 
mentioned,  52;  to  evacuate  New  York,  46. 

‘Watt,”  ship,  engagement  with  described,  189. 

Webb,  Mr.,  mentioned,  7,  10,  133,  148,  156,  162,  166,  168,  183,  201, 
214,  217. 

Webb,  Capt.,  is  arrested,  171. 

Webb,  Hettie,  mentioned,  203. 

Webb,  J.,  mentioned,  216. 

Webb,  Jo.,  avoids  his  creditors,  203 ; has  failed,  223. 

Webb,  John,  mentioned,  203,  207. 

Webb,  Joseph,  payment  by  requested,  8. 
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Webb,  Col.  Samuel  B.,  appointed  on  committee,  3;  captured,  130;  men- 
tioned, 4,  6,  163,  172,  202,  207 ; regiment  of  mentioned,  121. 
Webster  (?),  Pelatiah,  mentioned,  181. 

Weeks,  Capt.,  mentioned,  74,  95. 

Wentworth,  P.,  mentioned,  168,  169. 

Westerly,  R.  I.,  mentioned,  18. 

West  India  goods,  mentioned,  50. 

West  India  merchantmen,  mentioned,  28,  110. 

West  India  shipping,  captured,  36. 

West  India  trade,  discussed,  215 ; mentioned,  217. 

West  India  traders,  mentioned,  213. 

West  Indies,  mentioned,  11,  12,  13,  14,  25,  31,  39,  58,  103,  128,  152,  159, 
163,  165,  171,  193,  196;  sale  of  produce  of  discussed,  204;  trade  of 
mentioned,  198. 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  letter  dated  at,  156. 

Westminster,  Eng.,  mentioned,  228. 

Wethersfield,  Conn.,  letters  addressed  to,  6,  8,  9,  35,  40,  99,  119,  125, 
126,  131,  147,  149,  150,  156,  157,  159,  161,  162,  163 ; letters  dated  at, 
1,  10,  19;  mentioned,  16,  41,  120,  166,  187,  202,  203,  215,  217. 
Wexford,  Ireland,  mentioned,  118. 

Whaling,  mentioned,  217. 

Wharton  & Trent,  money  due  from,  191. 

Wheat,  mentioned,  23. 

Wheat  vessel,  taken  as  prize,  106. 

White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  letter  dated  at,  131. 

Wickes,  Capt.,  captures  made  by,  74 ; chased  by  gunboat,  105 ; men- 
tioned, 32,  92,  100,  101,  112,  123. 

Wilkie,  see  Sollicoffre  Freres  & Wilkie. 

Wilkinson,  Mr.,  mentioned,  208,  210. 

Williams,  Col.,  mentioned,  9. 

Williams,  John,  letter  written  to,  138. 

Williams,  Jonathan,  letters  written  to,  71,  73,  74,  105;  mentioned.  111, 
123,  189. 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  letters  addressed  to,  210,  212,  222,  223 ; letters  dated 
at,  78,  150;  mentioned,  157,  159,  222. 

Willing,  Morris  & Co.,  mentioned,  49,  50. 

Willson,  Capt.,  mentioned,  207. 

Winthrop,  Mr.,  mentioned,  214,  216. 

Winthrop,  Francis,  mentioned,  214,  215,  216. 

Winthrop,  Robert,  mentioned,  220. 

Winthrop,  William,  letter  written  by,  240. 

Wolcott,  Oliver,  Jr.,  money  sent  by,  212. 

Woolen  manufactory,  established,  231. 

Woolen  stuffs,  mentioned,  176. 

Wooster,  Gen.  David,  mentioned,  132. 
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“Wps”  neck,  building  of  fort  at  considered,  16. 
Wright,  John,  mentioned,  187. 

Young,  Admiral,  mentioned,  25,  33. 

York,  mentioned,  153. 

York,  Pa.,  letter  dated  at,  126;  mentioned,  159,  161. 
York  river,  mentioned,  135,  144,  159. 

Yorkshire,  Eng.,  mentioned,  188. 

Yorktown,  Va.,  letter  dated  at,  181. 
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